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IN THIS SCRIPT BOOK, YOU'LL FIND ALL THE 
ESSENTIAL TOOLS TO BRING QUANTUM CLUB AND 

THE BREAKAGE OF TIME TO LIFE ON STAGE.

Each Scene Begins With A Quick-reference Table For 

Directors To Note Key Production Details, Such As 

Props, Set Elements, And Microphones. You’ll Also Find 

Crucial Scene Information: Characters, Location, Songs, 

And A Brief Summary (Snapshot) To Help Directors 

And Performers Stay Aligned.

Throughout The Script, Song Titles And Sound Effects 

Are Clearly Marked Along With Their Corresponding 

Track Numbers.

THESE MATERIALS ARE EXCLUSIVELY INTENDED FOR LICENSED LIVE 
PERFORMANCES. ANY USE WITHOUT A VALID LICENSE FROM KAIKANA 

MUSICALS, AND ANY FORM OF REPRODUCTION OR DISTRIBUTION, 
INCLUDING ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION, IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED.
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THE CHOSEN ONES

ADULTS

MS. KRISEK:

MR. ZERO:

PRINCIPAL HOWEL:

THE JANITOR / 
PROFESSOR QUANTUM:

QUANTUM CLUB

LUCAS:

 VALENTINA:

 MARIO:

RUSSIANS

IVAN

COMRADE I

 COMRADE II

COMRADE III

 COMRADE IV

 COMRADE V:

COMRADE VI:

OTHERS

LUCIA

BIGGIE (ROBOT)

BULLIES

BOBBERT:

BULLY I:

 BULLY II:

 BULLY III:

 BULLY IV:

FILL IN WITH THE NAMES OF THE CHOSEN ACTORS AND ACTRESSES
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PLOT SUMMARY

IN THE QUIET HALLS OF NEWTON MIDDLE SCHOOL, THREE STUDENTS — LUCAS, VALENTINA, AND 

MARIO — STUMBLE UPON A HIDDEN UNDERGROUND LABORATORY AFTER BEING CHASED BY THE 

SCHOOL BULLY, BOBBERT. WHAT BEGINS AS AN ORDINARY SCHOOL DAY TURNS INTO A CHAOTIC 

ADVENTURE THROUGH SPACE, TIME… AND SCHOOL HALLWAYS.

INSIDE THE LAB, THE TRIO ACCIDENTALLY REACTIVATES BIGGIE, A LONG-DORMANT ROBOT BUILT 

BY THE MYSTERIOUS PROFESSOR QUANTUM. WITH THE HELP OF THEIR SCIENCE TEACHER MS. 

KRISEK AND THE AWKWARD TECH INSTRUCTOR MR. ZERO, THE STUDENTS UNCOVER A TRAIL OF 

CLUES THAT SUGGEST QUANTUM DIDN’T JUST DISAPPEAR — HE TIME-TRAVELED.

BUT THEY’RE NOT ALONE. A GROUP OF BUMBLING RUSSIAN SPIES, LED BY THE OVER-THE-TOP IVAN, 

ARRIVES AT NEWTON WITH A PLAN TO STEAL THE ROBOT AND RESHAPE HISTORY. MEANWHILE, 

BOBBERT SCHEMES TO USE BIGGIE TO FINALLY GAIN THE RECOGNITION HE NEVER GOT 

(ESPECIALLY FROM VALENTINA).

AS TIMELINES CLASH AND SECRETS UNRAVEL, THE STUDENTS FORM THE QUANTUM CLUB, JOINING 

FORCES WITH THEIR TEACHERS AND THE MYSTERIOUS JANITOR. TOGETHER, THEY FACE OFF 

AGAINST RUSSIANS, BULLIES, AND THE CHAOS OF MULTIVERSAL MEDDLING.

WITH SHARP HUMOR, EPIC SONGS, AND HEARTWARMING TEAMWORK, QUANTUM CLUB AND THE 

BREAKAGE OF TIME IS A WILD RIDE THROUGH SCIENCE, FRIENDSHIP, AND THE COURAGE TO FIX 

WHAT’S BROKEN — IN TIME AND IN OURSELVES.
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ACT I: FOURTH OF MANY

Your stage

SCENE I: WELCOME TO NEWTON MIDDLE  SCHOOL

SNAPSHOT: 
Lucas, Valentina, and Mario arrive at school and are 
chased by Bobbert and the bullies until they lock 
themselves inside a shed.

LOCATION: 
School hallways and outdoor shed area

SONGS: None

CHARACTERS ACTORS MICS

LUCAS

VALENTINA

 MARIO

 BOBBERT

BULLY I

BULLY II

 BULLY III

BULLY IV

PROPS
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BOBBERT
What are you nerds talking about?

LUCAS
Beanie babies.

BOBBERT
What's a Beanie Baby?

MARIO
You wouldn't understand..

.
VALENTINA

Or he would, which would be just as surprising 
as it would be interesting.

BOBBERT

Whatever.

He palms his fist.
You three know what time it is?

MARIO checks his watch 

MARIO
 8:43.

BOBBERT

Not literally,_you idiot! Metaphorically...

He says with a hand-in-fist punch. 

VALENTINA

Wow. Big words, Bobbert. You eat your Chee-
rios this morning?

BOBBERT

(In a threatening tone)
No. I don't eat cereal. It's bad for your 
digestive system and has little to no 
nutritional value.

LUCAS
Wait... what are you collecting?

MARIO
Beanie babies.

LUCAS
Aren't those girls' toys?

MARIO
No, they're collectables.

LUCAS
Says you.

They begin placing and taking items for school in and 
out of their lockers.

MARIO
You'll see. Give it a few years and these little 
stinkers are gonna be worth thousands!

VALENTINA

Maybe even hundreds.

MARIO rolls his eyes.
 

MARIO
You guys are just haters.

LUCAS
We hate because we care.

MARIO
What does that even mean!?

The three turn around. BOBBERT and his cronies, also 
known as bullies, enter.

LUCAS
I'll never get used to the weirdly-threatening 
tone he takes when giving us facts before he 
beats us up.

BOBBERT

(In a threatening tone)

It's important to stay informed and up-to-date 
with current health studies when determining 
your diet!

VALENTINA (To LUCAS)

You really can't get used to it, can you?

MARIO

It's so unsettling!

LUCAS

Not to break up the chit-chat, but uh...

BOBBERT and his bullies charge.
Run!

The three run away as the bullies follow in suit. They all go 
out of sight. The vegetation of the outside world, being 
trees, overgrown grass, bushes, and a strange metal shed, 
the door somewhat ajar, can be seen. We gain visual of the 
three coming to an abrupt halt before it, the bullies stopping 
behind them. They turn, facing their nemeses as they close 
in.

BOBBERT

End of the line, chumps. 

MARIO

You'll never take us alive!

BOBBERT pauses. 

BOBBERT

Yes I will. I'm doing it right now...

MARIO

(Ominously)

But for how long...?

BOBBERT gets annoyed and start stepping toward 
them again.

BOBBERT

I've been waiting for this moment for a looong 
time.

LUCAS

You mean since yesterday?

BOBBERT

Yes, which has been too long...

VALENTINA

Hopefully long enough for you to come up 
with some other form of bullying.

BOBBERT pauses.

BOBBERT

Oh, gee. Um. Actually, no... no I hadn't.

The group stops. 

LUCAS

Huh... well, I guess we should... I mean. I don't-- 
I don't know. What should we do?

MARIO

We could try and help?

LUCAS

Sure. Sure. Yeah. That could work.

VALENTINA

We could just go.

BOBBERT

That's true. You guys can do that, honestly. 
Like, that's cool. This is on me. I'd totally 
understand if you guys wanted to just, leave.

MARIO

No, no. We'll figure this out.

MARIO turns around and notices the shed behind them.
What if you chunked us in the shed?

BOBBERT

What!? No. I couldn't.

LUCAS

Sure you can! Look!

LUCAS steps in. MARIO follows. They motion for VALENTI-
NA.

Come on in, Val! The metaphorical water is 
fine!

VALENTINA sees what they're doing. She enters.

VALENTINA

(To BOBBERT)

Now, just come on over and close the door!

BOBBERT

Really? Man, you guys are the best!

The group audibly and encouragingly agrees. BOBBERT 
walks over.

MARIO

Just remember, after you're done bullying us 
by forcing us

into this shed, make sure to open it so we can 
get out.

BOBBERT

Right, right. Sure. That's fair. Gotta play it safe. 
Did you know that eighty percent of shed 
accidents happen in sheds?

VALENTINA

We did not know that, Bobbert. Thank you for 
sharing!

BOBBERT

Anytime!

He grabs the shed door.
All right. See you guys in a second!

LUCAS

Sounds good!

MARIO

Wooo! Bullying!

BOBBERT closes the door. The sound of metal gears 
shifting and crunching violently follow. 
A loud locking sound booms.
BOBBERT and his cronies stand in silence.

BOBBERT

I'll just... you know. Let them stand in there a 
second.

The bullies nod and agree.
I'm sure they're fine.

They continue to audibly mumble and agree.
All right. Now, we just let them out!

He grabs the door and pulls on it one good time, realizing it 
won't budge. He calmly releases.

Huh.

He pauses.
Ruuun!

BOBBERT and the bullies take off running.

BULLY I

I am so grounded!

BULLY II

You'll be grounded just like them!

BULLY III

What does that even mean!?

BULLY II

They're in the ground! They're grounded! 
Like, they probably died so they're buried!

BULLY IV

That's so unnecessarily dark!

BULLY III

I still don't get it!

BOBBERT

Will you idiots stop talking and run!

The light slowly fades from the scene.

It's the 90s. On a random, unsuspecting Tuesday at Newton Middle School, three 
students named LUCAS, VALENTINA, and MARIO walk in. They're happy--at ease, 

as any group of close friends would be. It's Newtonville, after all.
Nothing ever happens here.

LUCAS, VALENTINA, and MARIO walk to their lockers.
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BOBBERT
What are you nerds talking about?

LUCAS
Beanie babies.

BOBBERT
What's a Beanie Baby?

MARIO
You wouldn't understand..

.
VALENTINA

Or he would, which would be just as surprising 
as it would be interesting.

BOBBERT

Whatever.

He palms his fist.
You three know what time it is?

MARIO checks his watch 

MARIO
 8:43.

BOBBERT

Not literally,_you idiot! Metaphorically...

He says with a hand-in-fist punch. 

VALENTINA

Wow. Big words, Bobbert. You eat your Chee-
rios this morning?

BOBBERT

(In a threatening tone)
No. I don't eat cereal. It's bad for your 
digestive system and has little to no 
nutritional value.

LUCAS
Wait... what are you collecting?

MARIO
Beanie babies.

LUCAS
Aren't those girls' toys?

MARIO
No, they're collectables.

LUCAS
Says you.

They begin placing and taking items for school in and 
out of their lockers.

MARIO
You'll see. Give it a few years and these little 
stinkers are gonna be worth thousands!

VALENTINA

Maybe even hundreds.

MARIO rolls his eyes.
 

MARIO
You guys are just haters.

LUCAS
We hate because we care.

MARIO
What does that even mean!?

The three turn around. BOBBERT and his cronies, also 
known as bullies, enter.

LUCAS
I'll never get used to the weirdly-threatening 
tone he takes when giving us facts before he 
beats us up.

BOBBERT

(In a threatening tone)

It's important to stay informed and up-to-date 
with current health studies when determining 
your diet!

VALENTINA (To LUCAS)

You really can't get used to it, can you?

MARIO

It's so unsettling!

LUCAS

Not to break up the chit-chat, but uh...

BOBBERT and his bullies charge.
Run!

The three run away as the bullies follow in suit. They all go 
out of sight. The vegetation of the outside world, being 
trees, overgrown grass, bushes, and a strange metal shed, 
the door somewhat ajar, can be seen. We gain visual of the 
three coming to an abrupt halt before it, the bullies stopping 
behind them. They turn, facing their nemeses as they close 
in.

BOBBERT

End of the line, chumps. 

MARIO

You'll never take us alive!

BOBBERT pauses. 

BOBBERT

Yes I will. I'm doing it right now...

MARIO

(Ominously)

But for how long...?

BOBBERT gets annoyed and start stepping toward 
them again.

BOBBERT

I've been waiting for this moment for a looong 
time.

LUCAS

You mean since yesterday?

BOBBERT

Yes, which has been too long...

VALENTINA

Hopefully long enough for you to come up 
with some other form of bullying.

BOBBERT pauses.

BOBBERT

Oh, gee. Um. Actually, no... no I hadn't.

The group stops. 

LUCAS

Huh... well, I guess we should... I mean. I don't-- 
I don't know. What should we do?

MARIO

We could try and help?

LUCAS

Sure. Sure. Yeah. That could work.

VALENTINA

We could just go.

BOBBERT

That's true. You guys can do that, honestly. 
Like, that's cool. This is on me. I'd totally 
understand if you guys wanted to just, leave.

MARIO

No, no. We'll figure this out.

MARIO turns around and notices the shed behind them.
What if you chunked us in the shed?

BOBBERT

What!? No. I couldn't.

LUCAS

Sure you can! Look!

LUCAS steps in. MARIO follows. They motion for VALENTI-
NA.

Come on in, Val! The metaphorical water is 
fine!

VALENTINA sees what they're doing. She enters.

VALENTINA

(To BOBBERT)

Now, just come on over and close the door!

BOBBERT

Really? Man, you guys are the best!

The group audibly and encouragingly agrees. BOBBERT 
walks over.

MARIO

Just remember, after you're done bullying us 
by forcing us

into this shed, make sure to open it so we can 
get out.

BOBBERT

Right, right. Sure. That's fair. Gotta play it safe. 
Did you know that eighty percent of shed 
accidents happen in sheds?

VALENTINA

We did not know that, Bobbert. Thank you for 
sharing!

BOBBERT

Anytime!

He grabs the shed door.
All right. See you guys in a second!

LUCAS

Sounds good!

MARIO

Wooo! Bullying!

BOBBERT closes the door. The sound of metal gears 
shifting and crunching violently follow. 
A loud locking sound booms.
BOBBERT and his cronies stand in silence.

BOBBERT

I'll just... you know. Let them stand in there a 
second.

The bullies nod and agree.
I'm sure they're fine.

They continue to audibly mumble and agree.
All right. Now, we just let them out!

He grabs the door and pulls on it one good time, realizing it 
won't budge. He calmly releases.

Huh.

He pauses.
Ruuun!

BOBBERT and the bullies take off running.

BULLY I

I am so grounded!

BULLY II

You'll be grounded just like them!

BULLY III

What does that even mean!?

BULLY II

They're in the ground! They're grounded! 
Like, they probably died so they're buried!

BULLY IV

That's so unnecessarily dark!

BULLY III

I still don't get it!

BOBBERT

Will you idiots stop talking and run!

The light slowly fades from the scene.
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BOBBERT
What are you nerds talking about?

LUCAS
Beanie babies.

BOBBERT
What's a Beanie Baby?

MARIO
You wouldn't understand..

.
VALENTINA

Or he would, which would be just as surprising 
as it would be interesting.

BOBBERT

Whatever.

He palms his fist.
You three know what time it is?

MARIO checks his watch 

MARIO
 8:43.

BOBBERT

Not literally,_you idiot! Metaphorically...

He says with a hand-in-fist punch. 

VALENTINA

Wow. Big words, Bobbert. You eat your Chee-
rios this morning?

BOBBERT

(In a threatening tone)
No. I don't eat cereal. It's bad for your 
digestive system and has little to no 
nutritional value.

LUCAS
Wait... what are you collecting?

MARIO
Beanie babies.

LUCAS
Aren't those girls' toys?

MARIO
No, they're collectables.

LUCAS
Says you.

They begin placing and taking items for school in and 
out of their lockers.

MARIO
You'll see. Give it a few years and these little 
stinkers are gonna be worth thousands!

VALENTINA

Maybe even hundreds.

MARIO rolls his eyes.
 

MARIO
You guys are just haters.

LUCAS
We hate because we care.

MARIO
What does that even mean!?

The three turn around. BOBBERT and his cronies, also 
known as bullies, enter.

LUCAS
I'll never get used to the weirdly-threatening 
tone he takes when giving us facts before he 
beats us up.

BOBBERT

(In a threatening tone)

It's important to stay informed and up-to-date 
with current health studies when determining 
your diet!

VALENTINA (To LUCAS)

You really can't get used to it, can you?

MARIO

It's so unsettling!

LUCAS

Not to break up the chit-chat, but uh...

BOBBERT and his bullies charge.
Run!

The three run away as the bullies follow in suit. They all go 
out of sight. The vegetation of the outside world, being 
trees, overgrown grass, bushes, and a strange metal shed, 
the door somewhat ajar, can be seen. We gain visual of the 
three coming to an abrupt halt before it, the bullies stopping 
behind them. They turn, facing their nemeses as they close 
in.

BOBBERT

End of the line, chumps. 

MARIO

You'll never take us alive!

BOBBERT pauses. 

BOBBERT

Yes I will. I'm doing it right now...

MARIO

(Ominously)

But for how long...?

BOBBERT gets annoyed and start stepping toward 
them again.

BOBBERT

I've been waiting for this moment for a looong 
time.

LUCAS

You mean since yesterday?

BOBBERT

Yes, which has been too long...

VALENTINA

Hopefully long enough for you to come up 
with some other form of bullying.

BOBBERT pauses.

BOBBERT

Oh, gee. Um. Actually, no... no I hadn't.

The group stops. 

LUCAS

Huh... well, I guess we should... I mean. I don't-- 
I don't know. What should we do?

MARIO

We could try and help?

LUCAS

Sure. Sure. Yeah. That could work.

VALENTINA

We could just go.

BOBBERT

That's true. You guys can do that, honestly. 
Like, that's cool. This is on me. I'd totally 
understand if you guys wanted to just, leave.

MARIO

No, no. We'll figure this out.

MARIO turns around and notices the shed behind them.
What if you chunked us in the shed?

BOBBERT

What!? No. I couldn't.

LUCAS

Sure you can! Look!

LUCAS steps in. MARIO follows. They motion for VALENTI-
NA.

Come on in, Val! The metaphorical water is 
fine!

VALENTINA sees what they're doing. She enters.

VALENTINA

(To BOBBERT)

Now, just come on over and close the door!

BOBBERT

Really? Man, you guys are the best!

The group audibly and encouragingly agrees. BOBBERT 
walks over.

MARIO

Just remember, after you're done bullying us 
by forcing us

into this shed, make sure to open it so we can 
get out.

BOBBERT

Right, right. Sure. That's fair. Gotta play it safe. 
Did you know that eighty percent of shed 
accidents happen in sheds?

VALENTINA

We did not know that, Bobbert. Thank you for 
sharing!

BOBBERT

Anytime!

He grabs the shed door.
All right. See you guys in a second!

LUCAS

Sounds good!

MARIO

Wooo! Bullying!

BOBBERT closes the door. The sound of metal gears 
shifting and crunching violently follow. 
A loud locking sound booms.
BOBBERT and his cronies stand in silence.

BOBBERT

I'll just... you know. Let them stand in there a 
second.

The bullies nod and agree.
I'm sure they're fine.

They continue to audibly mumble and agree.
All right. Now, we just let them out!

He grabs the door and pulls on it one good time, realizing it 
won't budge. He calmly releases.

Huh.

He pauses.
Ruuun!

BOBBERT and the bullies take off running.

BULLY I

I am so grounded!

BULLY II

You'll be grounded just like them!

BULLY III

What does that even mean!?

BULLY II

They're in the ground! They're grounded! 
Like, they probably died so they're buried!

BULLY IV

That's so unnecessarily dark!

BULLY III

I still don't get it!

BOBBERT

Will you idiots stop talking and run!

The light slowly fades from the scene.
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BOBBERT
What are you nerds talking about?

LUCAS
Beanie babies.

BOBBERT
What's a Beanie Baby?

MARIO
You wouldn't understand..

.
VALENTINA

Or he would, which would be just as surprising 
as it would be interesting.

BOBBERT

Whatever.

He palms his fist.
You three know what time it is?

MARIO checks his watch 

MARIO
 8:43.

BOBBERT

Not literally,_you idiot! Metaphorically...

He says with a hand-in-fist punch. 

VALENTINA

Wow. Big words, Bobbert. You eat your Chee-
rios this morning?

BOBBERT

(In a threatening tone)
No. I don't eat cereal. It's bad for your 
digestive system and has little to no 
nutritional value.

LUCAS
Wait... what are you collecting?

MARIO
Beanie babies.

LUCAS
Aren't those girls' toys?

MARIO
No, they're collectables.

LUCAS
Says you.

They begin placing and taking items for school in and 
out of their lockers.

MARIO
You'll see. Give it a few years and these little 
stinkers are gonna be worth thousands!

VALENTINA

Maybe even hundreds.

MARIO rolls his eyes.
 

MARIO
You guys are just haters.

LUCAS
We hate because we care.

MARIO
What does that even mean!?

The three turn around. BOBBERT and his cronies, also 
known as bullies, enter.

LUCAS
I'll never get used to the weirdly-threatening 
tone he takes when giving us facts before he 
beats us up.

BOBBERT

(In a threatening tone)

It's important to stay informed and up-to-date 
with current health studies when determining 
your diet!

VALENTINA (To LUCAS)

You really can't get used to it, can you?

MARIO

It's so unsettling!

LUCAS

Not to break up the chit-chat, but uh...

BOBBERT and his bullies charge.
Run!

The three run away as the bullies follow in suit. They all go 
out of sight. The vegetation of the outside world, being 
trees, overgrown grass, bushes, and a strange metal shed, 
the door somewhat ajar, can be seen. We gain visual of the 
three coming to an abrupt halt before it, the bullies stopping 
behind them. They turn, facing their nemeses as they close 
in.

BOBBERT

End of the line, chumps. 

MARIO

You'll never take us alive!

BOBBERT pauses. 

BOBBERT

Yes I will. I'm doing it right now...

MARIO

(Ominously)

But for how long...?

BOBBERT gets annoyed and start stepping toward 
them again.

BOBBERT

I've been waiting for this moment for a looong 
time.

LUCAS

You mean since yesterday?

BOBBERT

Yes, which has been too long...

VALENTINA

Hopefully long enough for you to come up 
with some other form of bullying.

BOBBERT pauses.

BOBBERT

Oh, gee. Um. Actually, no... no I hadn't.

The group stops. 

LUCAS

Huh... well, I guess we should... I mean. I don't-- 
I don't know. What should we do?

MARIO

We could try and help?

LUCAS

Sure. Sure. Yeah. That could work.

VALENTINA

We could just go.

BOBBERT

That's true. You guys can do that, honestly. 
Like, that's cool. This is on me. I'd totally 
understand if you guys wanted to just, leave.

MARIO

No, no. We'll figure this out.

MARIO turns around and notices the shed behind them.
What if you chunked us in the shed?

BOBBERT

What!? No. I couldn't.

LUCAS

Sure you can! Look!

LUCAS steps in. MARIO follows. They motion for VALENTI-
NA.

Come on in, Val! The metaphorical water is 
fine!

VALENTINA sees what they're doing. She enters.

VALENTINA

(To BOBBERT)

Now, just come on over and close the door!

BOBBERT

Really? Man, you guys are the best!

The group audibly and encouragingly agrees. BOBBERT 
walks over.

MARIO

Just remember, after you're done bullying us 
by forcing us

into this shed, make sure to open it so we can 
get out.

BOBBERT

Right, right. Sure. That's fair. Gotta play it safe. 
Did you know that eighty percent of shed 
accidents happen in sheds?

VALENTINA

We did not know that, Bobbert. Thank you for 
sharing!

BOBBERT

Anytime!

He grabs the shed door.
All right. See you guys in a second!

LUCAS

Sounds good!

MARIO

Wooo! Bullying!

BOBBERT closes the door. The sound of metal gears 
shifting and crunching violently follow. 
A loud locking sound booms.
BOBBERT and his cronies stand in silence.

BOBBERT

I'll just... you know. Let them stand in there a 
second.

The bullies nod and agree.
I'm sure they're fine.

They continue to audibly mumble and agree.
All right. Now, we just let them out!

He grabs the door and pulls on it one good time, realizing it 
won't budge. He calmly releases.

Huh.

He pauses.
Ruuun!

BOBBERT and the bullies take off running.

BULLY I

I am so grounded!

BULLY II

You'll be grounded just like them!

BULLY III

What does that even mean!?

BULLY II

They're in the ground! They're grounded! 
Like, they probably died so they're buried!

BULLY IV

That's so unnecessarily dark!

BULLY III

I still don't get it!

BOBBERT

Will you idiots stop talking and run!

The light slowly fades from the scene.
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BOBBERT
What are you nerds talking about?

LUCAS
Beanie babies.

BOBBERT
What's a Beanie Baby?

MARIO
You wouldn't understand..

.
VALENTINA

Or he would, which would be just as surprising 
as it would be interesting.

BOBBERT

Whatever.

He palms his fist.
You three know what time it is?

MARIO checks his watch 

MARIO
 8:43.

BOBBERT

Not literally,_you idiot! Metaphorically...

He says with a hand-in-fist punch. 

VALENTINA

Wow. Big words, Bobbert. You eat your Chee-
rios this morning?

BOBBERT

(In a threatening tone)
No. I don't eat cereal. It's bad for your 
digestive system and has little to no 
nutritional value.

LUCAS
Wait... what are you collecting?

MARIO
Beanie babies.

LUCAS
Aren't those girls' toys?

MARIO
No, they're collectables.

LUCAS
Says you.

They begin placing and taking items for school in and 
out of their lockers.

MARIO
You'll see. Give it a few years and these little 
stinkers are gonna be worth thousands!

VALENTINA

Maybe even hundreds.

MARIO rolls his eyes.
 

MARIO
You guys are just haters.

LUCAS
We hate because we care.

MARIO
What does that even mean!?

The three turn around. BOBBERT and his cronies, also 
known as bullies, enter.

LUCAS
I'll never get used to the weirdly-threatening 
tone he takes when giving us facts before he 
beats us up.

BOBBERT

(In a threatening tone)

It's important to stay informed and up-to-date 
with current health studies when determining 
your diet!

VALENTINA (To LUCAS)

You really can't get used to it, can you?

MARIO

It's so unsettling!

LUCAS

Not to break up the chit-chat, but uh...

BOBBERT and his bullies charge.
Run!

The three run away as the bullies follow in suit. They all go 
out of sight. The vegetation of the outside world, being 
trees, overgrown grass, bushes, and a strange metal shed, 
the door somewhat ajar, can be seen. We gain visual of the 
three coming to an abrupt halt before it, the bullies stopping 
behind them. They turn, facing their nemeses as they close 
in.

BOBBERT

End of the line, chumps. 

MARIO

You'll never take us alive!

BOBBERT pauses. 

BOBBERT

Yes I will. I'm doing it right now...

MARIO

(Ominously)

But for how long...?

BOBBERT gets annoyed and start stepping toward 
them again.

BOBBERT

I've been waiting for this moment for a looong 
time.

LUCAS

You mean since yesterday?

BOBBERT

Yes, which has been too long...

VALENTINA

Hopefully long enough for you to come up 
with some other form of bullying.

BOBBERT pauses.

BOBBERT

Oh, gee. Um. Actually, no... no I hadn't.

The group stops. 

LUCAS

Huh... well, I guess we should... I mean. I don't-- 
I don't know. What should we do?

MARIO

We could try and help?

LUCAS

Sure. Sure. Yeah. That could work.

VALENTINA

We could just go.

BOBBERT

That's true. You guys can do that, honestly. 
Like, that's cool. This is on me. I'd totally 
understand if you guys wanted to just, leave.

MARIO

No, no. We'll figure this out.

MARIO turns around and notices the shed behind them.
What if you chunked us in the shed?

BOBBERT

What!? No. I couldn't.

LUCAS

Sure you can! Look!

LUCAS steps in. MARIO follows. They motion for VALENTI-
NA.

Come on in, Val! The metaphorical water is 
fine!

VALENTINA sees what they're doing. She enters.

VALENTINA

(To BOBBERT)

Now, just come on over and close the door!

BOBBERT

Really? Man, you guys are the best!

The group audibly and encouragingly agrees. BOBBERT 
walks over.

MARIO

Just remember, after you're done bullying us 
by forcing us

into this shed, make sure to open it so we can 
get out.

BOBBERT

Right, right. Sure. That's fair. Gotta play it safe. 
Did you know that eighty percent of shed 
accidents happen in sheds?

VALENTINA

We did not know that, Bobbert. Thank you for 
sharing!

BOBBERT

Anytime!

He grabs the shed door.
All right. See you guys in a second!

LUCAS

Sounds good!

MARIO

Wooo! Bullying!

BOBBERT closes the door. The sound of metal gears 
shifting and crunching violently follow. 
A loud locking sound booms.
BOBBERT and his cronies stand in silence.

BOBBERT

I'll just... you know. Let them stand in there a 
second.

The bullies nod and agree.
I'm sure they're fine.

They continue to audibly mumble and agree.
All right. Now, we just let them out!

He grabs the door and pulls on it one good time, realizing it 
won't budge. He calmly releases.

Huh.

He pauses.
Ruuun!

BOBBERT and the bullies take off running.

BULLY I

I am so grounded!

BULLY II

You'll be grounded just like them!

BULLY III

What does that even mean!?

BULLY II

They're in the ground! They're grounded! 
Like, they probably died so they're buried!

BULLY IV

That's so unnecessarily dark!

BULLY III

I still don't get it!

BOBBERT

Will you idiots stop talking and run!

The light slowly fades from the scene.
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BOBBERT
What are you nerds talking about?

LUCAS
Beanie babies.

BOBBERT
What's a Beanie Baby?

MARIO
You wouldn't understand..

.
VALENTINA

Or he would, which would be just as surprising 
as it would be interesting.

BOBBERT

Whatever.

He palms his fist.
You three know what time it is?

MARIO checks his watch 

MARIO
 8:43.

BOBBERT

Not literally,_you idiot! Metaphorically...

He says with a hand-in-fist punch. 

VALENTINA

Wow. Big words, Bobbert. You eat your Chee-
rios this morning?

BOBBERT

(In a threatening tone)
No. I don't eat cereal. It's bad for your 
digestive system and has little to no 
nutritional value.

LUCAS
Wait... what are you collecting?

MARIO
Beanie babies.

LUCAS
Aren't those girls' toys?

MARIO
No, they're collectables.

LUCAS
Says you.

They begin placing and taking items for school in and 
out of their lockers.

MARIO
You'll see. Give it a few years and these little 
stinkers are gonna be worth thousands!

VALENTINA

Maybe even hundreds.

MARIO rolls his eyes.
 

MARIO
You guys are just haters.

LUCAS
We hate because we care.

MARIO
What does that even mean!?

The three turn around. BOBBERT and his cronies, also 
known as bullies, enter.

LUCAS
I'll never get used to the weirdly-threatening 
tone he takes when giving us facts before he 
beats us up.

BOBBERT

(In a threatening tone)

It's important to stay informed and up-to-date 
with current health studies when determining 
your diet!

VALENTINA (To LUCAS)

You really can't get used to it, can you?

MARIO

It's so unsettling!

LUCAS

Not to break up the chit-chat, but uh...

BOBBERT and his bullies charge.
Run!

The three run away as the bullies follow in suit. They all go 
out of sight. The vegetation of the outside world, being 
trees, overgrown grass, bushes, and a strange metal shed, 
the door somewhat ajar, can be seen. We gain visual of the 
three coming to an abrupt halt before it, the bullies stopping 
behind them. They turn, facing their nemeses as they close 
in.

BOBBERT

End of the line, chumps. 

MARIO

You'll never take us alive!

BOBBERT pauses. 

BOBBERT

Yes I will. I'm doing it right now...

MARIO

(Ominously)

But for how long...?

BOBBERT gets annoyed and start stepping toward 
them again.

BOBBERT

I've been waiting for this moment for a looong 
time.

LUCAS

You mean since yesterday?

BOBBERT

Yes, which has been too long...

VALENTINA

Hopefully long enough for you to come up 
with some other form of bullying.

BOBBERT pauses.

BOBBERT

Oh, gee. Um. Actually, no... no I hadn't.

The group stops. 

LUCAS

Huh... well, I guess we should... I mean. I don't-- 
I don't know. What should we do?

MARIO

We could try and help?

LUCAS

Sure. Sure. Yeah. That could work.

VALENTINA

We could just go.

BOBBERT

That's true. You guys can do that, honestly. 
Like, that's cool. This is on me. I'd totally 
understand if you guys wanted to just, leave.

MARIO

No, no. We'll figure this out.

MARIO turns around and notices the shed behind them.
What if you chunked us in the shed?

BOBBERT

What!? No. I couldn't.

LUCAS

Sure you can! Look!

LUCAS steps in. MARIO follows. They motion for VALENTI-
NA.

Come on in, Val! The metaphorical water is 
fine!

VALENTINA sees what they're doing. She enters.

VALENTINA

(To BOBBERT)

Now, just come on over and close the door!

BOBBERT

Really? Man, you guys are the best!

The group audibly and encouragingly agrees. BOBBERT 
walks over.

MARIO

Just remember, after you're done bullying us 
by forcing us

into this shed, make sure to open it so we can 
get out.

BOBBERT

Right, right. Sure. That's fair. Gotta play it safe. 
Did you know that eighty percent of shed 
accidents happen in sheds?

VALENTINA

We did not know that, Bobbert. Thank you for 
sharing!

BOBBERT

Anytime!

He grabs the shed door.
All right. See you guys in a second!

LUCAS

Sounds good!

MARIO

Wooo! Bullying!

BOBBERT closes the door. The sound of metal gears 
shifting and crunching violently follow. 
A loud locking sound booms.
BOBBERT and his cronies stand in silence.

BOBBERT

I'll just... you know. Let them stand in there a 
second.

The bullies nod and agree.
I'm sure they're fine.

They continue to audibly mumble and agree.
All right. Now, we just let them out!

He grabs the door and pulls on it one good time, realizing it 
won't budge. He calmly releases.

Huh.

He pauses.
Ruuun!

BOBBERT and the bullies take off running.

2 SHED SLAM

BULLY I

I am so grounded!

BULLY II

You'll be grounded just like them!

BULLY III

What does that even mean!?

BULLY II

They're in the ground! They're grounded! 
Like, they probably died so they're buried!

BULLY IV

That's so unnecessarily dark!

BULLY III

I still don't get it!

BOBBERT

Will you idiots stop talking and run!

The light slowly fades from the scene.
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BOBBERT
What are you nerds talking about?

LUCAS
Beanie babies.

BOBBERT
What's a Beanie Baby?

MARIO
You wouldn't understand..

.
VALENTINA

Or he would, which would be just as surprising 
as it would be interesting.

BOBBERT

Whatever.

He palms his fist.
You three know what time it is?

MARIO checks his watch 

MARIO
 8:43.

BOBBERT

Not literally,_you idiot! Metaphorically...

He says with a hand-in-fist punch. 

VALENTINA

Wow. Big words, Bobbert. You eat your Chee-
rios this morning?

BOBBERT

(In a threatening tone)
No. I don't eat cereal. It's bad for your 
digestive system and has little to no 
nutritional value.

LUCAS
Wait... what are you collecting?

MARIO
Beanie babies.

LUCAS
Aren't those girls' toys?

MARIO
No, they're collectables.

LUCAS
Says you.

They begin placing and taking items for school in and 
out of their lockers.

MARIO
You'll see. Give it a few years and these little 
stinkers are gonna be worth thousands!

VALENTINA

Maybe even hundreds.

MARIO rolls his eyes.
 

MARIO
You guys are just haters.

LUCAS
We hate because we care.

MARIO
What does that even mean!?

The three turn around. BOBBERT and his cronies, also 
known as bullies, enter.

LUCAS
I'll never get used to the weirdly-threatening 
tone he takes when giving us facts before he 
beats us up.

BOBBERT

(In a threatening tone)

It's important to stay informed and up-to-date 
with current health studies when determining 
your diet!

VALENTINA (To LUCAS)

You really can't get used to it, can you?

MARIO

It's so unsettling!

LUCAS

Not to break up the chit-chat, but uh...

BOBBERT and his bullies charge.
Run!

The three run away as the bullies follow in suit. They all go 
out of sight. The vegetation of the outside world, being 
trees, overgrown grass, bushes, and a strange metal shed, 
the door somewhat ajar, can be seen. We gain visual of the 
three coming to an abrupt halt before it, the bullies stopping 
behind them. They turn, facing their nemeses as they close 
in.

BOBBERT

End of the line, chumps. 

MARIO

You'll never take us alive!

BOBBERT pauses. 

BOBBERT

Yes I will. I'm doing it right now...

MARIO

(Ominously)

But for how long...?

BOBBERT gets annoyed and start stepping toward 
them again.

BOBBERT

I've been waiting for this moment for a looong 
time.

LUCAS

You mean since yesterday?

BOBBERT

Yes, which has been too long...

VALENTINA

Hopefully long enough for you to come up 
with some other form of bullying.

BOBBERT pauses.

BOBBERT

Oh, gee. Um. Actually, no... no I hadn't.

The group stops. 

LUCAS

Huh... well, I guess we should... I mean. I don't-- 
I don't know. What should we do?

MARIO

We could try and help?

LUCAS

Sure. Sure. Yeah. That could work.

VALENTINA

We could just go.

BOBBERT

That's true. You guys can do that, honestly. 
Like, that's cool. This is on me. I'd totally 
understand if you guys wanted to just, leave.

MARIO

No, no. We'll figure this out.

MARIO turns around and notices the shed behind them.
What if you chunked us in the shed?

BOBBERT

What!? No. I couldn't.

LUCAS

Sure you can! Look!

LUCAS steps in. MARIO follows. They motion for VALENTI-
NA.

Come on in, Val! The metaphorical water is 
fine!

VALENTINA sees what they're doing. She enters.

VALENTINA

(To BOBBERT)

Now, just come on over and close the door!

BOBBERT

Really? Man, you guys are the best!

The group audibly and encouragingly agrees. BOBBERT 
walks over.

MARIO

Just remember, after you're done bullying us 
by forcing us

into this shed, make sure to open it so we can 
get out.

BOBBERT

Right, right. Sure. That's fair. Gotta play it safe. 
Did you know that eighty percent of shed 
accidents happen in sheds?

VALENTINA

We did not know that, Bobbert. Thank you for 
sharing!

BOBBERT

Anytime!

He grabs the shed door.
All right. See you guys in a second!

LUCAS

Sounds good!

MARIO

Wooo! Bullying!

BOBBERT closes the door. The sound of metal gears 
shifting and crunching violently follow. 
A loud locking sound booms.
BOBBERT and his cronies stand in silence.

BOBBERT

I'll just... you know. Let them stand in there a 
second.

The bullies nod and agree.
I'm sure they're fine.

They continue to audibly mumble and agree.
All right. Now, we just let them out!

He grabs the door and pulls on it one good time, realizing it 
won't budge. He calmly releases.

Huh.

He pauses.
Ruuun!

BOBBERT and the bullies take off running.

END OF SCENE.

3 SCENE SHIFT I/II

BULLY I

I am so grounded!

BULLY II

You'll be grounded just like them!

BULLY III

What does that even mean!?

BULLY II

They're in the ground! They're grounded! 
Like, they probably died so they're buried!

BULLY IV

That's so unnecessarily dark!

BULLY III

I still don't get it!

BOBBERT

Will you idiots stop talking and run!

The light slowly fades from the scene.

MARIO

You know, I really did not expect that this random shed door 
would have a fully mechanized locking system.

LUCAS

I don't think anyone expected that or would have any 
reason to. Ever.

VALENTINA

I'm just surprised Bobbert decided to listen.

LUCAS

Me too. I understand why he bullies us, but listening?

MARIO

Maybe he's turning a new leaf?

VALENTINA

After what happened between us? I doubt it. Bobbert changing is 
just as wishful thinking as us thinking we're going to get out of 
here.

MARIO

Well, if it's a wish you want, why don't you make one upon a star?

MARIO pulls out a flashlight and lights up LUCAS and 
VALENTINA.

VALENTINA

... that's not a star.

MARIO sighs.
LUCAS

Where did you get that?

MARIO

I had one on my Beanie Baby.

They take pause.

 LUCA

'My?'

MARIO

Really? That's what you focus on?

VALENTINA

You take your Beanie Babies to school?

MARIO

Please, don't start.

LUCAS

You're making it very hard not to.

MARIO

You both should be thanking me right now! If it wasn't for my love 
of collectables, you both would be riffing in darkness!

VALENTINA

You know what, he's right. We're being ungrateful. It's not every 
day you can be saved by a little girl's toy.

MARIO

Oh, give me a break.

MARIO walks between the two as they smirk and follow. 
MARIO looks around...

What is this place? 

The group looks around as bits and pieces of the area come 
into view. Vines dangle from the walls, greenery surrounds, 
and bits and pieces of what seems to be a lab come into 
view.

LUCAS

I think the better question is why is it on school grounds?

MARIO

Maybe the school gets tax deductions from it?

VALENTINA

What do you know about tax deductions?

MARIO

That rich people benefit from them the most.

LUCAS

Oh... yeah, I guess that's something.

Something catches VALENTINA's eye. 

VALENTINA

Look!

MARIO turns, shining light on some laboratory flashlights. 
She runs over and grabs them, tossing one to LUCAS. The 
two then turn them on, lighting up more of the lab to reveal 
a human-sized robot at the lab's center.
At first, the kids jump in fear, then they calm.

VALENTINA

What is that?

LUCAS

I don't know... I'm seeing it for the first time, too.

VALENTINA

Ha ha, very funny.

She approaches the creation.
How long do you think this been down here?

LUCAS

By the looks of it, maybe five, six years?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me that a secret lab harboring advanced 
technology has been underneath Newton Middle School for at 
least six years?

LUCAS

Maybe ten.

MARIO

(Sarcastic)

Great! Great... no biggie.

VALENTINA

It's kind of a biggie. 

LUCAS

Yup. Biggie Smalls.

 The group turns to LUCAS awkwardly.

VALENTINA

You listen to The Notorious B.I.G.?

LUCAS

On occasion.

VALENTINA

I did not expect that...

MARIO

Too be fair, so does my mom.

VALENTINA 

(To MARIO)

So you listen too?

MARIO

I mean... guilty by association, I guess.

VALENTINA

(To both)

I had no idea you both had tasted of the fruits of the Hip- Hop tree.

LUCAS

After what you just said, I'm just as surprised at you as you are to 
me.

VALENTINA

Please. It's called poetry, which is what real Hip-Hop is.

 MARIO

Word to ya motha.

The group continues to look around. 

LUCAS

All right, let's look for something to help us get out of here.

LUCAS and MARIO walk away from VALENTINA and 
examine the lab more intensely. She keeps examining the 
area around the robot.

MARIO

What are we even looking for?

LUCAS

I don't know. A lever. A button. Something.

MARIO

Oh, good. Should I keep an eye out for a big sign that says 'exit to 
scary underground lab this way?'

LUCAS

Only if you think you can read that many words at once.

MARIO

You know what--

VALENTINA examines a board of buttons.

VALENTINA

Guys! I found Something!

She presses a button and the room of vines and decay 
comes alive as lights light up every corner, the robot at the 

center sitting up achy-like, electricity, gear movement, and 
other lab-related objects shifting and letting out many 
ominous sounds. The three look in awe.

MARIO

Oh—

LUCAS

Snap! What the—

VALENTINA

Heck?

The room settles and the three come back together at the 
center.

LUCAS

That was... unexpected.

VALENTINA

 Unexpected!? More like incredible!

MARIO

Incredibly alarming.

VALENTINA

More like alarmingly incredible!

MARIO

Okay, can we not?

LUCAS

(Nervously)

You're both taking this incredibly well.

VALENTINA

You're not?

LUCAS

I think I have a healthy, normal level of taking of this situation.

VALENTINA

Oh, don't be such a baby.

MARIO

I agree.

LUCAS

Beanie babies.

MARIO

And on that note, I'm gonna continue exploring anywhere other 
than here until I find us a way out.

MARIO leaves the two as VALENTINA and LUCAS Go over 
to the bot.

VALENTINA 

(To LUCAS)

Everything else seems fully functioning... except for this guy.

LUCAS

Maybe he needs more power?

VALENTINA

Maybe...

She looks over at the control center.
Button board? 

LUCAS

Button board.

LUCAS and VALENTINA go to the button board. They begin 
to take notice of the main three settings, labeled.

VALENTINA

You seeing what I'm seeing?

LUCAS

With these new prescription glasses? Absolutely.

 He steps closer and squints.
Date, time, and location.

He looks back to VALENTINA. 
In what context are all those relevant?

VALENTINA

Hm. Time travel?

LUCAS looks, flabbergasted. 

LUCAS

Wow. You came to that conclusion fast.

VALENTINA

Coincidence, mostly. Last week in Ms. Krisek's class we started 
discussing physics. One lesson lead to another and, before you 
know it, we started in on quantum mechanics.

LUCAS

In a middle school science class?

VALENTINA

Advanced Placement.

LUCAS

Fair enough. So, mind dumbing it down for someone who's not in 
an AP 8th grade science class?

VALENTINA

Long lesson short, time travel, as we theorize it, has three main 
variables: The time in which an event takes place, and the 
movement of the person watching in space... also known as 
spacetime.

LUCAS

And the third?

VALENTINA

Branching timelines... but that's more of a multiverse theory.

LUCAS approaches the board. 

LUCAS

Well, theory or not, I see what you're saying... each of these 
buttons does seem to correlate to time travel. Select your day, 
time, and wherever you want to be...

VALENTINA

Exactly.

She begins pushing random buttons.

LUCAS

What are you doing!?

The room begins to spark and random items 
within come to life.

VALENTINA

Testing my favorite scientific theorem!

LUCAS

Which is!?

VALENTINA

The theory of button-push-a-tivity!

The robot beams alive as sparks begin to open 
in-between its arms.

A door flies open by MARIO, the robot's portal fails, 
and everything crescendos to an abrupt halt.

MARIO

(In the distance)
Guys! A door just opened!

VALENTINA

Great! Unfortunately, a portal did not.

LUCAS

Unfortunately!?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me you didn't want to see a portal leading to a 
different time open?

LUCAS

Not really! Besides, it's bold of you to assume it's a portal. What if 
you broke time?!

VALENTINA

'Broke time?'

LUCAS

You know what I mean! 

VALENTINA

There are worse things. 

LUCAS

Like what?

VALENTINA

Like having multiple Lucas' come through a portal instead.

LUCAS

Fair enough.

Lucas looks down, noticing a picture on the board.

LUCAS

Wait a second... 

He grabs it.
Valentina, look.

She does, in disbelief.

VALENTINA

Is that... Ms. Krisek? 

LUCAS

And Mr. Zero.

MARIO walks up.

MARIO

The computer guy?

LUCAS

Well, teacher but... yeah.

MARIO

Sure, 'teacher.'

LUCAS

My question is, who's that in the middle?

MARIO

Professor Quantum. It says in sharpie right there.

LUCAS

I know, Mario—

MARIO

Like, right beneath his lab coat.

LUCAS

Yes, I got that. That's not what I meant... I meant who is he?

VALENTINA

Wait... 'Professor Quantum'... I think I've heard his name before.

She turns around to think. 
Yeah... yeah!

She turns back.

VALENTINA

You guys are such nerds.

LUCAS

Says the AP Science student.

She pauses for a beat, then smiles and raises her first.

VALENTINA

For science!

All three cheer and jump.

MARIO

This way, my fearless friends!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Hazza!

MARIO

Our answers await, and we will find them in the form of song!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Yeah-- wait, what?

Performed by Mario, Lucas, and Valentina
Scene setup:
 Mario leads them to the exit as the song begins. The area 
transforms as they move toward the mysterious door. The tone is 
energetic and adventurous.

Verse I
MARIO

 We’ve always searched for answers,

 It is what I do best.

 Only now, I’ll find a way out,

 Instead of a way to cheat on our tests—

 Probably because, frankly, this is more adventurous!

Chorus I
MARIO, LUCAS & VALENTINA

 Though there is no teacher, we still have questions

 About this hidden place.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to make it… work.

LUCAS
And even though we’re tempting fate and maybe making a big mess—

ALL
 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse II
LUCAS

 Might we run into a cobra?

MARIO
 Or a vicious lioness?

VALENTINA
 Probably not considering...

 (spoken) We’re literally nowhere near Africa—

MARIO (spoken)
But you never know when it comes to adventure!

ALL
 As long as we have each other, we’ll be BFFs forever!

Chorus II
ALL

 Though there might be lessons, we still have no teacher,

 We’re left without a trace.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to get… out of here.

 And even though we’re tempting fate and making a big mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse III
MARIO

 But what if we got serious about what this could be?

 Like what if there’s a monster, plot, or conspiracy?

 What if we’re at the center of the changing  world?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 Ugh, if we get any more ego-centric, I think I’m gonna hurl.

LUCAS (spoken)
But what if he’s right?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 He’s what?

LUCAS & MARIO (spoken)
He’s right!

VALENTINA
 If Mario’s right, our hopes are out of sight.

(Mario drops to his knees center stage — dramatic tone 
shift)

Bridge
MARIO

 But what if I was the hero?

 What if I was more than just a street-smart man?

 (looks at Valentina)
 Would you see me, baby?

VALENTINA (spoken)
Ew.

(Mario turns to Lucas)

MARIO
 Would you look into my eyes?

LUCAS (spoken)
Unfortunately.

MARIO
 And see that there’s more to me than me!

 (rises to his feet)
 That’s the solution! Yeah, that’s the answer—

 To look within to find our exit faster!

Chorus III
ALL

 Though the exit is no clearer, we still have direction,

 Throughout this hidden place.

 We have found our reason and a rhyme that we can trace.

LUCAS (spoken)
Finally!

ALL
 And even though we’ve tempted fate and maybe made a giant 
mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Final Line 

MARIO (Spoken, with passion)
 And nothing—not even seven deadly men—could stop us from 
succeeding!

(Lights dim. Crescendo. Blackout.)

 

Ms. Krisek talks about him all the time! Quite fondly, actually. I 
think they liked each other...

MARIO

Oh-lala.

LUCAS

What makes you say that?

VALENTINA

Call it a girl's intuition. All I know is that they were friends and for 
some reason that benefitted them a lot, from what she says.

LUCAS

Either way, we know one thing for sure: Whatever this place was 
and whatever that robot is, Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero will have 
some answers.

MARIO

(Raising his arm to the air like a knight)

Hazza! A quest!

The other two look at him. LUCAS joins in.

LUCAS

A Quantum Quest!

MARIO

A Quantum Quest for Quantum Club!

LUCAS

For honor!

MARIO

For glory!

LUCAS and MARIO come together, raising their fists high. 
VALENTINA shakes her head.
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BOBBERT
What are you nerds talking about?

LUCAS
Beanie babies.

BOBBERT
What's a Beanie Baby?

MARIO
You wouldn't understand..

.
VALENTINA

Or he would, which would be just as surprising 
as it would be interesting.

BOBBERT

Whatever.

He palms his fist.
You three know what time it is?

MARIO checks his watch 

MARIO
 8:43.

BOBBERT

Not literally,_you idiot! Metaphorically...

He says with a hand-in-fist punch. 

VALENTINA

Wow. Big words, Bobbert. You eat your Chee-
rios this morning?

BOBBERT

(In a threatening tone)
No. I don't eat cereal. It's bad for your 
digestive system and has little to no 
nutritional value.

SCENE II: IN PLAIN SIGHT

LUCAS
Wait... what are you collecting?

MARIO
Beanie babies.

LUCAS
Aren't those girls' toys?

MARIO
No, they're collectables.

LUCAS
Says you.

They begin placing and taking items for school in and 
out of their lockers.

MARIO
You'll see. Give it a few years and these little 
stinkers are gonna be worth thousands!

VALENTINA

Maybe even hundreds.

MARIO rolls his eyes.
 

MARIO
You guys are just haters.

LUCAS
We hate because we care.

MARIO
What does that even mean!?

The three turn around. BOBBERT and his cronies, also 
known as bullies, enter.

LUCAS
I'll never get used to the weirdly-threatening 
tone he takes when giving us facts before he 
beats us up.

BOBBERT

(In a threatening tone)

It's important to stay informed and up-to-date 
with current health studies when determining 
your diet!

VALENTINA (To LUCAS)

You really can't get used to it, can you?

MARIO

It's so unsettling!

LUCAS

Not to break up the chit-chat, but uh...

BOBBERT and his bullies charge.
Run!

The three run away as the bullies follow in suit. They all go 
out of sight. The vegetation of the outside world, being 
trees, overgrown grass, bushes, and a strange metal shed, 
the door somewhat ajar, can be seen. We gain visual of the 
three coming to an abrupt halt before it, the bullies stopping 
behind them. They turn, facing their nemeses as they close 
in.

BOBBERT

End of the line, chumps. 

MARIO

You'll never take us alive!

BOBBERT pauses. 

BOBBERT

Yes I will. I'm doing it right now...

MARIO

(Ominously)

But for how long...?

BOBBERT gets annoyed and start stepping toward 
them again.

BOBBERT

I've been waiting for this moment for a looong 
time.

LUCAS

You mean since yesterday?

BOBBERT

Yes, which has been too long...

VALENTINA

Hopefully long enough for you to come up 
with some other form of bullying.

BOBBERT pauses.

BOBBERT

Oh, gee. Um. Actually, no... no I hadn't.

The group stops. 

LUCAS

Huh... well, I guess we should... I mean. I don't-- 
I don't know. What should we do?

MARIO

We could try and help?

LUCAS

Sure. Sure. Yeah. That could work.

VALENTINA

We could just go.

BOBBERT

That's true. You guys can do that, honestly. 
Like, that's cool. This is on me. I'd totally 
understand if you guys wanted to just, leave.

MARIO

No, no. We'll figure this out.

MARIO turns around and notices the shed behind them.
What if you chunked us in the shed?

BOBBERT

What!? No. I couldn't.

LUCAS

Sure you can! Look!

LUCAS steps in. MARIO follows. They motion for VALENTI-
NA.

Come on in, Val! The metaphorical water is 
fine!

VALENTINA sees what they're doing. She enters.

VALENTINA

(To BOBBERT)

Now, just come on over and close the door!

BOBBERT

Really? Man, you guys are the best!

The group audibly and encouragingly agrees. BOBBERT 
walks over.

MARIO

Just remember, after you're done bullying us 
by forcing us

into this shed, make sure to open it so we can 
get out.

BOBBERT

Right, right. Sure. That's fair. Gotta play it safe. 
Did you know that eighty percent of shed 
accidents happen in sheds?

VALENTINA

We did not know that, Bobbert. Thank you for 
sharing!

BOBBERT

Anytime!

He grabs the shed door.
All right. See you guys in a second!

LUCAS

Sounds good!

MARIO

Wooo! Bullying!

BOBBERT closes the door. The sound of metal gears 
shifting and crunching violently follow. 
A loud locking sound booms.
BOBBERT and his cronies stand in silence.

BOBBERT

I'll just... you know. Let them stand in there a 
second.

The bullies nod and agree.
I'm sure they're fine.

They continue to audibly mumble and agree.
All right. Now, we just let them out!

He grabs the door and pulls on it one good time, realizing it 
won't budge. He calmly releases.

Huh.

He pauses.
Ruuun!

BOBBERT and the bullies take off running.

BULLY I

I am so grounded!

BULLY II

You'll be grounded just like them!

BULLY III

What does that even mean!?

BULLY II

They're in the ground! They're grounded! 
Like, they probably died so they're buried!

BULLY IV

That's so unnecessarily dark!

BULLY III

I still don't get it!

BOBBERT

Will you idiots stop talking and run!

The light slowly fades from the scene.

Your stage

SNAPSHOT: 
Lucas, Valentina, and Mario find a secret lab and 
activate a mysterious robot..

LOCATION: 
Secret underground laboratory

SONGS: In Search of Answers

CHARACTERS ACTORS MICS

LUCAS

VALENTINA

 MARIO

PROPS

MARIO

You know, I really did not expect that this random shed door 
would have a fully mechanized locking system.

LUCAS

I don't think anyone expected that or would have any 
reason to. Ever.

VALENTINA

I'm just surprised Bobbert decided to listen.

LUCAS

Me too. I understand why he bullies us, but listening?

MARIO

Maybe he's turning a new leaf?

VALENTINA

After what happened between us? I doubt it. Bobbert changing is 
just as wishful thinking as us thinking we're going to get out of 
here.

MARIO

Well, if it's a wish you want, why don't you make one upon a star?

MARIO pulls out a flashlight and lights up LUCAS and 
VALENTINA.

VALENTINA

... that's not a star.

MARIO sighs.
LUCAS

Where did you get that?

MARIO

I had one on my Beanie Baby.

They take pause.

 LUCA

'My?'

MARIO

Really? That's what you focus on?

VALENTINA

You take your Beanie Babies to school?

MARIO

Please, don't start.

LUCAS

You're making it very hard not to.

MARIO

You both should be thanking me right now! If it wasn't for my love 
of collectables, you both would be riffing in darkness!

VALENTINA

You know what, he's right. We're being ungrateful. It's not every 
day you can be saved by a little girl's toy.

MARIO

Oh, give me a break.

MARIO walks between the two as they smirk and follow. 
MARIO looks around...

What is this place? 

The group looks around as bits and pieces of the area come 
into view. Vines dangle from the walls, greenery surrounds, 
and bits and pieces of what seems to be a lab come into 
view.

LUCAS

I think the better question is why is it on school grounds?

MARIO

Maybe the school gets tax deductions from it?

VALENTINA

What do you know about tax deductions?

MARIO

That rich people benefit from them the most.

LUCAS

Oh... yeah, I guess that's something.

Something catches VALENTINA's eye. 

VALENTINA

Look!

MARIO turns, shining light on some laboratory flashlights. 
She runs over and grabs them, tossing one to LUCAS. The 
two then turn them on, lighting up more of the lab to reveal 
a human-sized robot at the lab's center.
At first, the kids jump in fear, then they calm.

VALENTINA

What is that?

LUCAS

I don't know... I'm seeing it for the first time, too.

VALENTINA

Ha ha, very funny.

She approaches the creation.
How long do you think this been down here?

LUCAS

By the looks of it, maybe five, six years?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me that a secret lab harboring advanced 
technology has been underneath Newton Middle School for at 
least six years?

LUCAS

Maybe ten.

MARIO

(Sarcastic)

Great! Great... no biggie.

VALENTINA

It's kind of a biggie. 

LUCAS

Yup. Biggie Smalls.

 The group turns to LUCAS awkwardly.

VALENTINA

You listen to The Notorious B.I.G.?

LUCAS

On occasion.

VALENTINA

I did not expect that...

MARIO

Too be fair, so does my mom.

VALENTINA 

(To MARIO)

So you listen too?

MARIO

I mean... guilty by association, I guess.

VALENTINA

(To both)

I had no idea you both had tasted of the fruits of the Hip- Hop tree.

LUCAS

After what you just said, I'm just as surprised at you as you are to 
me.

VALENTINA

Please. It's called poetry, which is what real Hip-Hop is.

 MARIO

Word to ya motha.

The group continues to look around. 

LUCAS

All right, let's look for something to help us get out of here.

LUCAS and MARIO walk away from VALENTINA and 
examine the lab more intensely. She keeps examining the 
area around the robot.

MARIO

What are we even looking for?

LUCAS

I don't know. A lever. A button. Something.

MARIO

Oh, good. Should I keep an eye out for a big sign that says 'exit to 
scary underground lab this way?'

LUCAS

Only if you think you can read that many words at once.

MARIO

You know what--

VALENTINA examines a board of buttons.

VALENTINA

Guys! I found Something!

She presses a button and the room of vines and decay 
comes alive as lights light up every corner, the robot at the 

center sitting up achy-like, electricity, gear movement, and 
other lab-related objects shifting and letting out many 
ominous sounds. The three look in awe.

MARIO

Oh—

LUCAS

Snap! What the—

VALENTINA

Heck?

The room settles and the three come back together at the 
center.

LUCAS

That was... unexpected.

VALENTINA

 Unexpected!? More like incredible!

MARIO

Incredibly alarming.

VALENTINA

More like alarmingly incredible!

MARIO

Okay, can we not?

LUCAS

(Nervously)

You're both taking this incredibly well.

VALENTINA

You're not?

LUCAS

I think I have a healthy, normal level of taking of this situation.

VALENTINA

Oh, don't be such a baby.

MARIO

I agree.

LUCAS

Beanie babies.

MARIO

And on that note, I'm gonna continue exploring anywhere other 
than here until I find us a way out.

MARIO leaves the two as VALENTINA and LUCAS Go over 
to the bot.

VALENTINA 

(To LUCAS)

Everything else seems fully functioning... except for this guy.

LUCAS

Maybe he needs more power?

VALENTINA

Maybe...

She looks over at the control center.
Button board? 

LUCAS

Button board.

LUCAS and VALENTINA go to the button board. They begin 
to take notice of the main three settings, labeled.

VALENTINA

You seeing what I'm seeing?

LUCAS

With these new prescription glasses? Absolutely.

 He steps closer and squints.
Date, time, and location.

He looks back to VALENTINA. 
In what context are all those relevant?

VALENTINA

Hm. Time travel?

LUCAS looks, flabbergasted. 

LUCAS

Wow. You came to that conclusion fast.

VALENTINA

Coincidence, mostly. Last week in Ms. Krisek's class we started 
discussing physics. One lesson lead to another and, before you 
know it, we started in on quantum mechanics.

LUCAS

In a middle school science class?

VALENTINA

Advanced Placement.

LUCAS

Fair enough. So, mind dumbing it down for someone who's not in 
an AP 8th grade science class?

VALENTINA

Long lesson short, time travel, as we theorize it, has three main 
variables: The time in which an event takes place, and the 
movement of the person watching in space... also known as 
spacetime.

LUCAS

And the third?

VALENTINA

Branching timelines... but that's more of a multiverse theory.

LUCAS approaches the board. 

LUCAS

Well, theory or not, I see what you're saying... each of these 
buttons does seem to correlate to time travel. Select your day, 
time, and wherever you want to be...

VALENTINA

Exactly.

She begins pushing random buttons.

LUCAS

What are you doing!?

The room begins to spark and random items 
within come to life.

VALENTINA

Testing my favorite scientific theorem!

LUCAS

Which is!?

VALENTINA

The theory of button-push-a-tivity!

The robot beams alive as sparks begin to open 
in-between its arms.

A door flies open by MARIO, the robot's portal fails, 
and everything crescendos to an abrupt halt.

MARIO

(In the distance)
Guys! A door just opened!

VALENTINA

Great! Unfortunately, a portal did not.

LUCAS

Unfortunately!?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me you didn't want to see a portal leading to a 
different time open?

LUCAS

Not really! Besides, it's bold of you to assume it's a portal. What if 
you broke time?!

VALENTINA

'Broke time?'

LUCAS

You know what I mean! 

VALENTINA

There are worse things. 

LUCAS

Like what?

VALENTINA

Like having multiple Lucas' come through a portal instead.

LUCAS

Fair enough.

Lucas looks down, noticing a picture on the board.

LUCAS

Wait a second... 

He grabs it.
Valentina, look.

She does, in disbelief.

VALENTINA

Is that... Ms. Krisek? 

LUCAS

And Mr. Zero.

MARIO walks up.

MARIO

The computer guy?

LUCAS

Well, teacher but... yeah.

MARIO

Sure, 'teacher.'

LUCAS

My question is, who's that in the middle?

MARIO

Professor Quantum. It says in sharpie right there.

LUCAS

I know, Mario—

MARIO

Like, right beneath his lab coat.

LUCAS

Yes, I got that. That's not what I meant... I meant who is he?

VALENTINA

Wait... 'Professor Quantum'... I think I've heard his name before.

She turns around to think. 
Yeah... yeah!

She turns back.

VALENTINA

You guys are such nerds.

LUCAS

Says the AP Science student.

She pauses for a beat, then smiles and raises her first.

VALENTINA

For science!

All three cheer and jump.

MARIO

This way, my fearless friends!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Hazza!

MARIO

Our answers await, and we will find them in the form of song!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Yeah-- wait, what?

Performed by Mario, Lucas, and Valentina
Scene setup:
 Mario leads them to the exit as the song begins. The area 
transforms as they move toward the mysterious door. The tone is 
energetic and adventurous.

Verse I
MARIO

 We’ve always searched for answers,

 It is what I do best.

 Only now, I’ll find a way out,

 Instead of a way to cheat on our tests—

 Probably because, frankly, this is more adventurous!

Chorus I
MARIO, LUCAS & VALENTINA

 Though there is no teacher, we still have questions

 About this hidden place.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to make it… work.

LUCAS
And even though we’re tempting fate and maybe making a big mess—

ALL
 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse II
LUCAS

 Might we run into a cobra?

MARIO
 Or a vicious lioness?

VALENTINA
 Probably not considering...

 (spoken) We’re literally nowhere near Africa—

MARIO (spoken)
But you never know when it comes to adventure!

ALL
 As long as we have each other, we’ll be BFFs forever!

Chorus II
ALL

 Though there might be lessons, we still have no teacher,

 We’re left without a trace.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to get… out of here.

 And even though we’re tempting fate and making a big mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse III
MARIO

 But what if we got serious about what this could be?

 Like what if there’s a monster, plot, or conspiracy?

 What if we’re at the center of the changing  world?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 Ugh, if we get any more ego-centric, I think I’m gonna hurl.

LUCAS (spoken)
But what if he’s right?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 He’s what?

LUCAS & MARIO (spoken)
He’s right!

VALENTINA
 If Mario’s right, our hopes are out of sight.

(Mario drops to his knees center stage — dramatic tone 
shift)

Bridge
MARIO

 But what if I was the hero?

 What if I was more than just a street-smart man?

 (looks at Valentina)
 Would you see me, baby?

VALENTINA (spoken)
Ew.

(Mario turns to Lucas)

MARIO
 Would you look into my eyes?

LUCAS (spoken)
Unfortunately.

MARIO
 And see that there’s more to me than me!

 (rises to his feet)
 That’s the solution! Yeah, that’s the answer—

 To look within to find our exit faster!

Chorus III
ALL

 Though the exit is no clearer, we still have direction,

 Throughout this hidden place.

 We have found our reason and a rhyme that we can trace.

LUCAS (spoken)
Finally!

ALL
 And even though we’ve tempted fate and maybe made a giant 
mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Final Line 

MARIO (Spoken, with passion)
 And nothing—not even seven deadly men—could stop us from 
succeeding!

(Lights dim. Crescendo. Blackout.)

 

Ms. Krisek talks about him all the time! Quite fondly, actually. I 
think they liked each other...

MARIO

Oh-lala.

LUCAS

What makes you say that?

VALENTINA

Call it a girl's intuition. All I know is that they were friends and for 
some reason that benefitted them a lot, from what she says.

LUCAS

Either way, we know one thing for sure: Whatever this place was 
and whatever that robot is, Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero will have 
some answers.

MARIO

(Raising his arm to the air like a knight)

Hazza! A quest!

The other two look at him. LUCAS joins in.

LUCAS

A Quantum Quest!

MARIO

A Quantum Quest for Quantum Club!

LUCAS

For honor!

MARIO

For glory!

LUCAS and MARIO come together, raising their fists high. 
VALENTINA shakes her head.
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BOBBERT
What are you nerds talking about?

LUCAS
Beanie babies.

BOBBERT
What's a Beanie Baby?

MARIO
You wouldn't understand..

.
VALENTINA

Or he would, which would be just as surprising 
as it would be interesting.

BOBBERT

Whatever.

He palms his fist.
You three know what time it is?

MARIO checks his watch 

MARIO
 8:43.

BOBBERT

Not literally,_you idiot! Metaphorically...

He says with a hand-in-fist punch. 

VALENTINA

Wow. Big words, Bobbert. You eat your Chee-
rios this morning?

BOBBERT

(In a threatening tone)
No. I don't eat cereal. It's bad for your 
digestive system and has little to no 
nutritional value.

LUCAS
Wait... what are you collecting?

MARIO
Beanie babies.

LUCAS
Aren't those girls' toys?

MARIO
No, they're collectables.

LUCAS
Says you.

They begin placing and taking items for school in and 
out of their lockers.

MARIO
You'll see. Give it a few years and these little 
stinkers are gonna be worth thousands!

VALENTINA

Maybe even hundreds.

MARIO rolls his eyes.
 

MARIO
You guys are just haters.

LUCAS
We hate because we care.

MARIO
What does that even mean!?

The three turn around. BOBBERT and his cronies, also 
known as bullies, enter.

LUCAS
I'll never get used to the weirdly-threatening 
tone he takes when giving us facts before he 
beats us up.

BOBBERT

(In a threatening tone)

It's important to stay informed and up-to-date 
with current health studies when determining 
your diet!

VALENTINA (To LUCAS)

You really can't get used to it, can you?

MARIO

It's so unsettling!

LUCAS

Not to break up the chit-chat, but uh...

BOBBERT and his bullies charge.
Run!

The three run away as the bullies follow in suit. They all go 
out of sight. The vegetation of the outside world, being 
trees, overgrown grass, bushes, and a strange metal shed, 
the door somewhat ajar, can be seen. We gain visual of the 
three coming to an abrupt halt before it, the bullies stopping 
behind them. They turn, facing their nemeses as they close 
in.

BOBBERT

End of the line, chumps. 

MARIO

You'll never take us alive!

BOBBERT pauses. 

BOBBERT

Yes I will. I'm doing it right now...

MARIO

(Ominously)

But for how long...?

BOBBERT gets annoyed and start stepping toward 
them again.

BOBBERT

I've been waiting for this moment for a looong 
time.

LUCAS

You mean since yesterday?

BOBBERT

Yes, which has been too long...

VALENTINA

Hopefully long enough for you to come up 
with some other form of bullying.

BOBBERT pauses.

BOBBERT

Oh, gee. Um. Actually, no... no I hadn't.

The group stops. 

LUCAS

Huh... well, I guess we should... I mean. I don't-- 
I don't know. What should we do?

MARIO

We could try and help?

LUCAS

Sure. Sure. Yeah. That could work.

VALENTINA

We could just go.

BOBBERT

That's true. You guys can do that, honestly. 
Like, that's cool. This is on me. I'd totally 
understand if you guys wanted to just, leave.

MARIO

No, no. We'll figure this out.

MARIO turns around and notices the shed behind them.
What if you chunked us in the shed?

BOBBERT

What!? No. I couldn't.

LUCAS

Sure you can! Look!

LUCAS steps in. MARIO follows. They motion for VALENTI-
NA.

Come on in, Val! The metaphorical water is 
fine!

VALENTINA sees what they're doing. She enters.

VALENTINA

(To BOBBERT)

Now, just come on over and close the door!

BOBBERT

Really? Man, you guys are the best!

The group audibly and encouragingly agrees. BOBBERT 
walks over.

MARIO

Just remember, after you're done bullying us 
by forcing us

into this shed, make sure to open it so we can 
get out.

BOBBERT

Right, right. Sure. That's fair. Gotta play it safe. 
Did you know that eighty percent of shed 
accidents happen in sheds?

VALENTINA

We did not know that, Bobbert. Thank you for 
sharing!

BOBBERT

Anytime!

He grabs the shed door.
All right. See you guys in a second!

LUCAS

Sounds good!

MARIO

Wooo! Bullying!

BOBBERT closes the door. The sound of metal gears 
shifting and crunching violently follow. 
A loud locking sound booms.
BOBBERT and his cronies stand in silence.

BOBBERT

I'll just... you know. Let them stand in there a 
second.

The bullies nod and agree.
I'm sure they're fine.

They continue to audibly mumble and agree.
All right. Now, we just let them out!

He grabs the door and pulls on it one good time, realizing it 
won't budge. He calmly releases.

Huh.

He pauses.
Ruuun!

BOBBERT and the bullies take off running.

BULLY I

I am so grounded!

BULLY II

You'll be grounded just like them!

BULLY III

What does that even mean!?

BULLY II

They're in the ground! They're grounded! 
Like, they probably died so they're buried!

BULLY IV

That's so unnecessarily dark!

BULLY III

I still don't get it!

BOBBERT

Will you idiots stop talking and run!

The light slowly fades from the scene.

MARIO

You know, I really did not expect that this random shed door 
would have a fully mechanized locking system.

LUCAS

I don't think anyone expected that or would have any 
reason to. Ever.

VALENTINA

I'm just surprised Bobbert decided to listen.

LUCAS

Me too. I understand why he bullies us, but listening?

MARIO

Maybe he's turning a new leaf?

VALENTINA

After what happened between us? I doubt it. Bobbert changing is 
just as wishful thinking as us thinking we're going to get out of 
here.

MARIO

Well, if it's a wish you want, why don't you make one upon a star?

MARIO pulls out a flashlight and lights up LUCAS and 
VALENTINA.

VALENTINA

... that's not a star.

MARIO sighs.
LUCAS

Where did you get that?

MARIO

I had one on my Beanie Baby.

They take pause.

It's dark. The only thing that can be heard is the faint sound of water 
dripping, producing a cave- like echo.

 LUCA

'My?'

MARIO

Really? That's what you focus on?

VALENTINA

You take your Beanie Babies to school?

MARIO

Please, don't start.

LUCAS

You're making it very hard not to.

MARIO

You both should be thanking me right now! If it wasn't for my love 
of collectables, you both would be riffing in darkness!

VALENTINA

You know what, he's right. We're being ungrateful. It's not every 
day you can be saved by a little girl's toy.

MARIO

Oh, give me a break.

MARIO walks between the two as they smirk and follow. 
MARIO looks around...

What is this place? 

The group looks around as bits and pieces of the area come 
into view. Vines dangle from the walls, greenery surrounds, 
and bits and pieces of what seems to be a lab come into 
view.

LUCAS

I think the better question is why is it on school grounds?

MARIO

Maybe the school gets tax deductions from it?

VALENTINA

What do you know about tax deductions?

MARIO

That rich people benefit from them the most.

LUCAS

Oh... yeah, I guess that's something.

Something catches VALENTINA's eye. 

VALENTINA

Look!

MARIO turns, shining light on some laboratory flashlights. 
She runs over and grabs them, tossing one to LUCAS. The 
two then turn them on, lighting up more of the lab to reveal 
a human-sized robot at the lab's center.
At first, the kids jump in fear, then they calm.

VALENTINA

What is that?

LUCAS

I don't know... I'm seeing it for the first time, too.

VALENTINA

Ha ha, very funny.

She approaches the creation.
How long do you think this been down here?

LUCAS

By the looks of it, maybe five, six years?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me that a secret lab harboring advanced 
technology has been underneath Newton Middle School for at 
least six years?

LUCAS

Maybe ten.

MARIO

(Sarcastic)

Great! Great... no biggie.

VALENTINA

It's kind of a biggie. 

LUCAS

Yup. Biggie Smalls.

 The group turns to LUCAS awkwardly.

VALENTINA

You listen to The Notorious B.I.G.?

LUCAS

On occasion.

VALENTINA

I did not expect that...

MARIO

Too be fair, so does my mom.

VALENTINA 

(To MARIO)

So you listen too?

MARIO

I mean... guilty by association, I guess.

VALENTINA

(To both)

I had no idea you both had tasted of the fruits of the Hip- Hop tree.

4 FLASH ON

LUCAS

After what you just said, I'm just as surprised at you as you are to 
me.

VALENTINA

Please. It's called poetry, which is what real Hip-Hop is.

 MARIO

Word to ya motha.

The group continues to look around. 

LUCAS

All right, let's look for something to help us get out of here.

LUCAS and MARIO walk away from VALENTINA and 
examine the lab more intensely. She keeps examining the 
area around the robot.

MARIO

What are we even looking for?

LUCAS

I don't know. A lever. A button. Something.

MARIO

Oh, good. Should I keep an eye out for a big sign that says 'exit to 
scary underground lab this way?'

LUCAS

Only if you think you can read that many words at once.

MARIO

You know what--

VALENTINA examines a board of buttons.

VALENTINA

Guys! I found Something!

She presses a button and the room of vines and decay 
comes alive as lights light up every corner, the robot at the 

center sitting up achy-like, electricity, gear movement, and 
other lab-related objects shifting and letting out many 
ominous sounds. The three look in awe.

MARIO

Oh—

LUCAS

Snap! What the—

VALENTINA

Heck?

The room settles and the three come back together at the 
center.

LUCAS

That was... unexpected.

VALENTINA

 Unexpected!? More like incredible!

MARIO

Incredibly alarming.

VALENTINA

More like alarmingly incredible!

MARIO

Okay, can we not?

LUCAS

(Nervously)

You're both taking this incredibly well.

VALENTINA

You're not?

LUCAS

I think I have a healthy, normal level of taking of this situation.

VALENTINA

Oh, don't be such a baby.

MARIO

I agree.

LUCAS

Beanie babies.

MARIO

And on that note, I'm gonna continue exploring anywhere other 
than here until I find us a way out.

MARIO leaves the two as VALENTINA and LUCAS Go over 
to the bot.

VALENTINA 

(To LUCAS)

Everything else seems fully functioning... except for this guy.

LUCAS

Maybe he needs more power?

VALENTINA

Maybe...

She looks over at the control center.
Button board? 

LUCAS

Button board.

LUCAS and VALENTINA go to the button board. They begin 
to take notice of the main three settings, labeled.

VALENTINA

You seeing what I'm seeing?

LUCAS

With these new prescription glasses? Absolutely.

 He steps closer and squints.
Date, time, and location.

He looks back to VALENTINA. 
In what context are all those relevant?

VALENTINA

Hm. Time travel?

LUCAS looks, flabbergasted. 

LUCAS

Wow. You came to that conclusion fast.

VALENTINA

Coincidence, mostly. Last week in Ms. Krisek's class we started 
discussing physics. One lesson lead to another and, before you 
know it, we started in on quantum mechanics.

LUCAS

In a middle school science class?

VALENTINA

Advanced Placement.

LUCAS

Fair enough. So, mind dumbing it down for someone who's not in 
an AP 8th grade science class?

VALENTINA

Long lesson short, time travel, as we theorize it, has three main 
variables: The time in which an event takes place, and the 
movement of the person watching in space... also known as 
spacetime.

LUCAS

And the third?

VALENTINA

Branching timelines... but that's more of a multiverse theory.

LUCAS approaches the board. 

LUCAS

Well, theory or not, I see what you're saying... each of these 
buttons does seem to correlate to time travel. Select your day, 
time, and wherever you want to be...

VALENTINA

Exactly.

She begins pushing random buttons.

LUCAS

What are you doing!?

The room begins to spark and random items 
within come to life.

VALENTINA

Testing my favorite scientific theorem!

LUCAS

Which is!?

VALENTINA

The theory of button-push-a-tivity!

The robot beams alive as sparks begin to open 
in-between its arms.

A door flies open by MARIO, the robot's portal fails, 
and everything crescendos to an abrupt halt.

MARIO

(In the distance)
Guys! A door just opened!

VALENTINA

Great! Unfortunately, a portal did not.

LUCAS

Unfortunately!?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me you didn't want to see a portal leading to a 
different time open?

LUCAS

Not really! Besides, it's bold of you to assume it's a portal. What if 
you broke time?!

VALENTINA

'Broke time?'

LUCAS

You know what I mean! 

VALENTINA

There are worse things. 

LUCAS

Like what?

VALENTINA

Like having multiple Lucas' come through a portal instead.

LUCAS

Fair enough.

Lucas looks down, noticing a picture on the board.

LUCAS

Wait a second... 

He grabs it.
Valentina, look.

She does, in disbelief.

VALENTINA

Is that... Ms. Krisek? 

LUCAS

And Mr. Zero.

MARIO walks up.

MARIO

The computer guy?

LUCAS

Well, teacher but... yeah.

MARIO

Sure, 'teacher.'

LUCAS

My question is, who's that in the middle?

MARIO

Professor Quantum. It says in sharpie right there.

LUCAS

I know, Mario—

MARIO

Like, right beneath his lab coat.

LUCAS

Yes, I got that. That's not what I meant... I meant who is he?

VALENTINA

Wait... 'Professor Quantum'... I think I've heard his name before.

She turns around to think. 
Yeah... yeah!

She turns back.

VALENTINA

You guys are such nerds.

LUCAS

Says the AP Science student.

She pauses for a beat, then smiles and raises her first.

VALENTINA

For science!

All three cheer and jump.

MARIO

This way, my fearless friends!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Hazza!

MARIO

Our answers await, and we will find them in the form of song!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Yeah-- wait, what?

Performed by Mario, Lucas, and Valentina
Scene setup:
 Mario leads them to the exit as the song begins. The area 
transforms as they move toward the mysterious door. The tone is 
energetic and adventurous.

Verse I
MARIO

 We’ve always searched for answers,

 It is what I do best.

 Only now, I’ll find a way out,

 Instead of a way to cheat on our tests—

 Probably because, frankly, this is more adventurous!

Chorus I
MARIO, LUCAS & VALENTINA

 Though there is no teacher, we still have questions

 About this hidden place.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to make it… work.

LUCAS
And even though we’re tempting fate and maybe making a big mess—

ALL
 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse II
LUCAS

 Might we run into a cobra?

MARIO
 Or a vicious lioness?

VALENTINA
 Probably not considering...

 (spoken) We’re literally nowhere near Africa—

MARIO (spoken)
But you never know when it comes to adventure!

ALL
 As long as we have each other, we’ll be BFFs forever!

Chorus II
ALL

 Though there might be lessons, we still have no teacher,

 We’re left without a trace.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to get… out of here.

 And even though we’re tempting fate and making a big mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse III
MARIO

 But what if we got serious about what this could be?

 Like what if there’s a monster, plot, or conspiracy?

 What if we’re at the center of the changing  world?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 Ugh, if we get any more ego-centric, I think I’m gonna hurl.

LUCAS (spoken)
But what if he’s right?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 He’s what?

LUCAS & MARIO (spoken)
He’s right!

VALENTINA
 If Mario’s right, our hopes are out of sight.

(Mario drops to his knees center stage — dramatic tone 
shift)

Bridge
MARIO

 But what if I was the hero?

 What if I was more than just a street-smart man?

 (looks at Valentina)
 Would you see me, baby?

VALENTINA (spoken)
Ew.

(Mario turns to Lucas)

MARIO
 Would you look into my eyes?

LUCAS (spoken)
Unfortunately.

MARIO
 And see that there’s more to me than me!

 (rises to his feet)
 That’s the solution! Yeah, that’s the answer—

 To look within to find our exit faster!

Chorus III
ALL

 Though the exit is no clearer, we still have direction,

 Throughout this hidden place.

 We have found our reason and a rhyme that we can trace.

LUCAS (spoken)
Finally!

ALL
 And even though we’ve tempted fate and maybe made a giant 
mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Final Line 

MARIO (Spoken, with passion)
 And nothing—not even seven deadly men—could stop us from 
succeeding!

(Lights dim. Crescendo. Blackout.)

 

Ms. Krisek talks about him all the time! Quite fondly, actually. I 
think they liked each other...

MARIO

Oh-lala.

LUCAS

What makes you say that?

VALENTINA

Call it a girl's intuition. All I know is that they were friends and for 
some reason that benefitted them a lot, from what she says.

LUCAS

Either way, we know one thing for sure: Whatever this place was 
and whatever that robot is, Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero will have 
some answers.

MARIO

(Raising his arm to the air like a knight)

Hazza! A quest!

The other two look at him. LUCAS joins in.

LUCAS

A Quantum Quest!

MARIO

A Quantum Quest for Quantum Club!

LUCAS

For honor!

MARIO

For glory!

LUCAS and MARIO come together, raising their fists high. 
VALENTINA shakes her head.
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BOBBERT
What are you nerds talking about?

LUCAS
Beanie babies.

BOBBERT
What's a Beanie Baby?

MARIO
You wouldn't understand..

.
VALENTINA

Or he would, which would be just as surprising 
as it would be interesting.

BOBBERT

Whatever.

He palms his fist.
You three know what time it is?

MARIO checks his watch 

MARIO
 8:43.

BOBBERT

Not literally,_you idiot! Metaphorically...

He says with a hand-in-fist punch. 

VALENTINA

Wow. Big words, Bobbert. You eat your Chee-
rios this morning?

BOBBERT

(In a threatening tone)
No. I don't eat cereal. It's bad for your 
digestive system and has little to no 
nutritional value.

LUCAS
Wait... what are you collecting?

MARIO
Beanie babies.

LUCAS
Aren't those girls' toys?

MARIO
No, they're collectables.

LUCAS
Says you.

They begin placing and taking items for school in and 
out of their lockers.

MARIO
You'll see. Give it a few years and these little 
stinkers are gonna be worth thousands!

VALENTINA

Maybe even hundreds.

MARIO rolls his eyes.
 

MARIO
You guys are just haters.

LUCAS
We hate because we care.

MARIO
What does that even mean!?

The three turn around. BOBBERT and his cronies, also 
known as bullies, enter.

LUCAS
I'll never get used to the weirdly-threatening 
tone he takes when giving us facts before he 
beats us up.

BOBBERT

(In a threatening tone)

It's important to stay informed and up-to-date 
with current health studies when determining 
your diet!

VALENTINA (To LUCAS)

You really can't get used to it, can you?

MARIO

It's so unsettling!

LUCAS

Not to break up the chit-chat, but uh...

BOBBERT and his bullies charge.
Run!

The three run away as the bullies follow in suit. They all go 
out of sight. The vegetation of the outside world, being 
trees, overgrown grass, bushes, and a strange metal shed, 
the door somewhat ajar, can be seen. We gain visual of the 
three coming to an abrupt halt before it, the bullies stopping 
behind them. They turn, facing their nemeses as they close 
in.

BOBBERT

End of the line, chumps. 

MARIO

You'll never take us alive!

BOBBERT pauses. 

BOBBERT

Yes I will. I'm doing it right now...

MARIO

(Ominously)

But for how long...?

BOBBERT gets annoyed and start stepping toward 
them again.

BOBBERT

I've been waiting for this moment for a looong 
time.

LUCAS

You mean since yesterday?

BOBBERT

Yes, which has been too long...

VALENTINA

Hopefully long enough for you to come up 
with some other form of bullying.

BOBBERT pauses.

BOBBERT

Oh, gee. Um. Actually, no... no I hadn't.

The group stops. 

LUCAS

Huh... well, I guess we should... I mean. I don't-- 
I don't know. What should we do?

MARIO

We could try and help?

LUCAS

Sure. Sure. Yeah. That could work.

VALENTINA

We could just go.

BOBBERT

That's true. You guys can do that, honestly. 
Like, that's cool. This is on me. I'd totally 
understand if you guys wanted to just, leave.

MARIO

No, no. We'll figure this out.

MARIO turns around and notices the shed behind them.
What if you chunked us in the shed?

BOBBERT

What!? No. I couldn't.

LUCAS

Sure you can! Look!

LUCAS steps in. MARIO follows. They motion for VALENTI-
NA.

Come on in, Val! The metaphorical water is 
fine!

VALENTINA sees what they're doing. She enters.

VALENTINA

(To BOBBERT)

Now, just come on over and close the door!

BOBBERT

Really? Man, you guys are the best!

The group audibly and encouragingly agrees. BOBBERT 
walks over.

MARIO

Just remember, after you're done bullying us 
by forcing us

into this shed, make sure to open it so we can 
get out.

BOBBERT

Right, right. Sure. That's fair. Gotta play it safe. 
Did you know that eighty percent of shed 
accidents happen in sheds?

VALENTINA

We did not know that, Bobbert. Thank you for 
sharing!

BOBBERT

Anytime!

He grabs the shed door.
All right. See you guys in a second!

LUCAS

Sounds good!

MARIO

Wooo! Bullying!

BOBBERT closes the door. The sound of metal gears 
shifting and crunching violently follow. 
A loud locking sound booms.
BOBBERT and his cronies stand in silence.

BOBBERT

I'll just... you know. Let them stand in there a 
second.

The bullies nod and agree.
I'm sure they're fine.

They continue to audibly mumble and agree.
All right. Now, we just let them out!

He grabs the door and pulls on it one good time, realizing it 
won't budge. He calmly releases.

Huh.

He pauses.
Ruuun!

BOBBERT and the bullies take off running.

BULLY I

I am so grounded!

BULLY II

You'll be grounded just like them!

BULLY III

What does that even mean!?

BULLY II

They're in the ground! They're grounded! 
Like, they probably died so they're buried!

BULLY IV

That's so unnecessarily dark!

BULLY III

I still don't get it!

BOBBERT

Will you idiots stop talking and run!

The light slowly fades from the scene.

MARIO

You know, I really did not expect that this random shed door 
would have a fully mechanized locking system.

LUCAS

I don't think anyone expected that or would have any 
reason to. Ever.

VALENTINA

I'm just surprised Bobbert decided to listen.

LUCAS

Me too. I understand why he bullies us, but listening?

MARIO

Maybe he's turning a new leaf?

VALENTINA

After what happened between us? I doubt it. Bobbert changing is 
just as wishful thinking as us thinking we're going to get out of 
here.

MARIO

Well, if it's a wish you want, why don't you make one upon a star?

MARIO pulls out a flashlight and lights up LUCAS and 
VALENTINA.

VALENTINA

... that's not a star.

MARIO sighs.
LUCAS

Where did you get that?

MARIO

I had one on my Beanie Baby.

They take pause.

 LUCA

'My?'

MARIO

Really? That's what you focus on?

VALENTINA

You take your Beanie Babies to school?

MARIO

Please, don't start.

LUCAS

You're making it very hard not to.

MARIO

You both should be thanking me right now! If it wasn't for my love 
of collectables, you both would be riffing in darkness!

VALENTINA

You know what, he's right. We're being ungrateful. It's not every 
day you can be saved by a little girl's toy.

MARIO

Oh, give me a break.

MARIO walks between the two as they smirk and follow. 
MARIO looks around...

What is this place? 

The group looks around as bits and pieces of the area come 
into view. Vines dangle from the walls, greenery surrounds, 
and bits and pieces of what seems to be a lab come into 
view.

LUCAS

I think the better question is why is it on school grounds?

MARIO

Maybe the school gets tax deductions from it?

VALENTINA

What do you know about tax deductions?

MARIO

That rich people benefit from them the most.

LUCAS

Oh... yeah, I guess that's something.

Something catches VALENTINA's eye. 

VALENTINA

Look!

MARIO turns, shining light on some laboratory flashlights. 
She runs over and grabs them, tossing one to LUCAS. The 
two then turn them on, lighting up more of the lab to reveal 
a human-sized robot at the lab's center.
At first, the kids jump in fear, then they calm.

VALENTINA

What is that?

LUCAS

I don't know... I'm seeing it for the first time, too.

VALENTINA

Ha ha, very funny.

She approaches the creation.
How long do you think this been down here?

LUCAS

By the looks of it, maybe five, six years?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me that a secret lab harboring advanced 
technology has been underneath Newton Middle School for at 
least six years?

LUCAS

Maybe ten.

MARIO

(Sarcastic)

Great! Great... no biggie.

VALENTINA

It's kind of a biggie. 

LUCAS

Yup. Biggie Smalls.

 The group turns to LUCAS awkwardly.

VALENTINA

You listen to The Notorious B.I.G.?

LUCAS

On occasion.

VALENTINA

I did not expect that...

MARIO

Too be fair, so does my mom.

VALENTINA 

(To MARIO)

So you listen too?

MARIO

I mean... guilty by association, I guess.

VALENTINA

(To both)

I had no idea you both had tasted of the fruits of the Hip- Hop tree.

LUCAS

After what you just said, I'm just as surprised at you as you are to 
me.

VALENTINA

Please. It's called poetry, which is what real Hip-Hop is.

 MARIO

Word to ya motha.

The group continues to look around. 

LUCAS

All right, let's look for something to help us get out of here.

LUCAS and MARIO walk away from VALENTINA and 
examine the lab more intensely. She keeps examining the 
area around the robot.

MARIO

What are we even looking for?

LUCAS

I don't know. A lever. A button. Something.

MARIO

Oh, good. Should I keep an eye out for a big sign that says 'exit to 
scary underground lab this way?'

LUCAS

Only if you think you can read that many words at once.

MARIO

You know what--

VALENTINA examines a board of buttons.

VALENTINA

Guys! I found Something!

She presses a button and the room of vines and decay 
comes alive as lights light up every corner, the robot at the 

center sitting up achy-like, electricity, gear movement, and 
other lab-related objects shifting and letting out many 
ominous sounds. The three look in awe.

MARIO

Oh—

LUCAS

Snap! What the—

VALENTINA

Heck?

The room settles and the three come back together at the 
center.

LUCAS

That was... unexpected.

VALENTINA

 Unexpected!? More like incredible!

MARIO

Incredibly alarming.

VALENTINA

More like alarmingly incredible!

MARIO

Okay, can we not?

LUCAS

(Nervously)

You're both taking this incredibly well.

VALENTINA

You're not?

LUCAS

I think I have a healthy, normal level of taking of this situation.

VALENTINA

Oh, don't be such a baby.

MARIO

I agree.

LUCAS

Beanie babies.

MARIO

And on that note, I'm gonna continue exploring anywhere other 
than here until I find us a way out.

MARIO leaves the two as VALENTINA and LUCAS Go over 
to the bot.

VALENTINA 

(To LUCAS)

Everything else seems fully functioning... except for this guy.

LUCAS

Maybe he needs more power?

VALENTINA

Maybe...

She looks over at the control center.
Button board? 

LUCAS

Button board.

LUCAS and VALENTINA go to the button board. They begin 
to take notice of the main three settings, labeled.

VALENTINA

You seeing what I'm seeing?

LUCAS

With these new prescription glasses? Absolutely.

 He steps closer and squints.
Date, time, and location.

He looks back to VALENTINA. 
In what context are all those relevant?

VALENTINA

Hm. Time travel?

LUCAS looks, flabbergasted. 

LUCAS

Wow. You came to that conclusion fast.

VALENTINA

Coincidence, mostly. Last week in Ms. Krisek's class we started 
discussing physics. One lesson lead to another and, before you 
know it, we started in on quantum mechanics.

LUCAS

In a middle school science class?

VALENTINA

Advanced Placement.

LUCAS

Fair enough. So, mind dumbing it down for someone who's not in 
an AP 8th grade science class?

VALENTINA

Long lesson short, time travel, as we theorize it, has three main 
variables: The time in which an event takes place, and the 
movement of the person watching in space... also known as 
spacetime.

LUCAS

And the third?

VALENTINA

Branching timelines... but that's more of a multiverse theory.

LUCAS approaches the board. 

LUCAS

Well, theory or not, I see what you're saying... each of these 
buttons does seem to correlate to time travel. Select your day, 
time, and wherever you want to be...

VALENTINA

Exactly.

She begins pushing random buttons.

LUCAS

What are you doing!?

The room begins to spark and random items 
within come to life.

VALENTINA

Testing my favorite scientific theorem!

LUCAS

Which is!?

VALENTINA

The theory of button-push-a-tivity!

The robot beams alive as sparks begin to open 
in-between its arms.

A door flies open by MARIO, the robot's portal fails, 
and everything crescendos to an abrupt halt.

MARIO

(In the distance)
Guys! A door just opened!

VALENTINA

Great! Unfortunately, a portal did not.

LUCAS

Unfortunately!?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me you didn't want to see a portal leading to a 
different time open?

LUCAS

Not really! Besides, it's bold of you to assume it's a portal. What if 
you broke time?!

VALENTINA

'Broke time?'

LUCAS

You know what I mean! 

VALENTINA

There are worse things. 

LUCAS

Like what?

VALENTINA

Like having multiple Lucas' come through a portal instead.

LUCAS

Fair enough.

Lucas looks down, noticing a picture on the board.

LUCAS

Wait a second... 

He grabs it.
Valentina, look.

She does, in disbelief.

VALENTINA

Is that... Ms. Krisek? 

LUCAS

And Mr. Zero.

MARIO walks up.

MARIO

The computer guy?

LUCAS

Well, teacher but... yeah.

MARIO

Sure, 'teacher.'

LUCAS

My question is, who's that in the middle?

MARIO

Professor Quantum. It says in sharpie right there.

LUCAS

I know, Mario—

MARIO

Like, right beneath his lab coat.

LUCAS

Yes, I got that. That's not what I meant... I meant who is he?

VALENTINA

Wait... 'Professor Quantum'... I think I've heard his name before.

She turns around to think. 
Yeah... yeah!

She turns back.

VALENTINA

You guys are such nerds.

LUCAS

Says the AP Science student.

She pauses for a beat, then smiles and raises her first.

VALENTINA

For science!

All three cheer and jump.

MARIO

This way, my fearless friends!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Hazza!

MARIO

Our answers await, and we will find them in the form of song!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Yeah-- wait, what?

Performed by Mario, Lucas, and Valentina
Scene setup:
 Mario leads them to the exit as the song begins. The area 
transforms as they move toward the mysterious door. The tone is 
energetic and adventurous.

Verse I
MARIO

 We’ve always searched for answers,

 It is what I do best.

 Only now, I’ll find a way out,

 Instead of a way to cheat on our tests—

 Probably because, frankly, this is more adventurous!

Chorus I
MARIO, LUCAS & VALENTINA

 Though there is no teacher, we still have questions

 About this hidden place.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to make it… work.

LUCAS
And even though we’re tempting fate and maybe making a big mess—

ALL
 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse II
LUCAS

 Might we run into a cobra?

MARIO
 Or a vicious lioness?

VALENTINA
 Probably not considering...

 (spoken) We’re literally nowhere near Africa—

MARIO (spoken)
But you never know when it comes to adventure!

ALL
 As long as we have each other, we’ll be BFFs forever!

Chorus II
ALL

 Though there might be lessons, we still have no teacher,

 We’re left without a trace.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to get… out of here.

 And even though we’re tempting fate and making a big mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse III
MARIO

 But what if we got serious about what this could be?

 Like what if there’s a monster, plot, or conspiracy?

 What if we’re at the center of the changing  world?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 Ugh, if we get any more ego-centric, I think I’m gonna hurl.

LUCAS (spoken)
But what if he’s right?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 He’s what?

LUCAS & MARIO (spoken)
He’s right!

VALENTINA
 If Mario’s right, our hopes are out of sight.

(Mario drops to his knees center stage — dramatic tone 
shift)

Bridge
MARIO

 But what if I was the hero?

 What if I was more than just a street-smart man?

 (looks at Valentina)
 Would you see me, baby?

VALENTINA (spoken)
Ew.

(Mario turns to Lucas)

MARIO
 Would you look into my eyes?

LUCAS (spoken)
Unfortunately.

MARIO
 And see that there’s more to me than me!

 (rises to his feet)
 That’s the solution! Yeah, that’s the answer—

 To look within to find our exit faster!

Chorus III
ALL

 Though the exit is no clearer, we still have direction,

 Throughout this hidden place.

 We have found our reason and a rhyme that we can trace.

LUCAS (spoken)
Finally!

ALL
 And even though we’ve tempted fate and maybe made a giant 
mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Final Line 

MARIO (Spoken, with passion)
 And nothing—not even seven deadly men—could stop us from 
succeeding!

(Lights dim. Crescendo. Blackout.)

 

Ms. Krisek talks about him all the time! Quite fondly, actually. I 
think they liked each other...

MARIO

Oh-lala.

LUCAS

What makes you say that?

VALENTINA

Call it a girl's intuition. All I know is that they were friends and for 
some reason that benefitted them a lot, from what she says.

LUCAS

Either way, we know one thing for sure: Whatever this place was 
and whatever that robot is, Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero will have 
some answers.

MARIO

(Raising his arm to the air like a knight)

Hazza! A quest!

The other two look at him. LUCAS joins in.

LUCAS

A Quantum Quest!

MARIO

A Quantum Quest for Quantum Club!

LUCAS

For honor!

MARIO

For glory!

LUCAS and MARIO come together, raising their fists high. 
VALENTINA shakes her head.
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BOBBERT
What are you nerds talking about?

LUCAS
Beanie babies.

BOBBERT
What's a Beanie Baby?

MARIO
You wouldn't understand..

.
VALENTINA

Or he would, which would be just as surprising 
as it would be interesting.

BOBBERT

Whatever.

He palms his fist.
You three know what time it is?

MARIO checks his watch 

MARIO
 8:43.

BOBBERT

Not literally,_you idiot! Metaphorically...

He says with a hand-in-fist punch. 

VALENTINA

Wow. Big words, Bobbert. You eat your Chee-
rios this morning?

BOBBERT

(In a threatening tone)
No. I don't eat cereal. It's bad for your 
digestive system and has little to no 
nutritional value.

LUCAS
Wait... what are you collecting?

MARIO
Beanie babies.

LUCAS
Aren't those girls' toys?

MARIO
No, they're collectables.

LUCAS
Says you.

They begin placing and taking items for school in and 
out of their lockers.

MARIO
You'll see. Give it a few years and these little 
stinkers are gonna be worth thousands!

VALENTINA

Maybe even hundreds.

MARIO rolls his eyes.
 

MARIO
You guys are just haters.

LUCAS
We hate because we care.

MARIO
What does that even mean!?

The three turn around. BOBBERT and his cronies, also 
known as bullies, enter.

LUCAS
I'll never get used to the weirdly-threatening 
tone he takes when giving us facts before he 
beats us up.

BOBBERT

(In a threatening tone)

It's important to stay informed and up-to-date 
with current health studies when determining 
your diet!

VALENTINA (To LUCAS)

You really can't get used to it, can you?

MARIO

It's so unsettling!

LUCAS

Not to break up the chit-chat, but uh...

BOBBERT and his bullies charge.
Run!

The three run away as the bullies follow in suit. They all go 
out of sight. The vegetation of the outside world, being 
trees, overgrown grass, bushes, and a strange metal shed, 
the door somewhat ajar, can be seen. We gain visual of the 
three coming to an abrupt halt before it, the bullies stopping 
behind them. They turn, facing their nemeses as they close 
in.

BOBBERT

End of the line, chumps. 

MARIO

You'll never take us alive!

BOBBERT pauses. 

BOBBERT

Yes I will. I'm doing it right now...

MARIO

(Ominously)

But for how long...?

BOBBERT gets annoyed and start stepping toward 
them again.

BOBBERT

I've been waiting for this moment for a looong 
time.

LUCAS

You mean since yesterday?

BOBBERT

Yes, which has been too long...

VALENTINA

Hopefully long enough for you to come up 
with some other form of bullying.

BOBBERT pauses.

BOBBERT

Oh, gee. Um. Actually, no... no I hadn't.

The group stops. 

LUCAS

Huh... well, I guess we should... I mean. I don't-- 
I don't know. What should we do?

MARIO

We could try and help?

LUCAS

Sure. Sure. Yeah. That could work.

VALENTINA

We could just go.

BOBBERT

That's true. You guys can do that, honestly. 
Like, that's cool. This is on me. I'd totally 
understand if you guys wanted to just, leave.

MARIO

No, no. We'll figure this out.

MARIO turns around and notices the shed behind them.
What if you chunked us in the shed?

BOBBERT

What!? No. I couldn't.

LUCAS

Sure you can! Look!

LUCAS steps in. MARIO follows. They motion for VALENTI-
NA.

Come on in, Val! The metaphorical water is 
fine!

VALENTINA sees what they're doing. She enters.

VALENTINA

(To BOBBERT)

Now, just come on over and close the door!

BOBBERT

Really? Man, you guys are the best!

The group audibly and encouragingly agrees. BOBBERT 
walks over.

MARIO

Just remember, after you're done bullying us 
by forcing us

into this shed, make sure to open it so we can 
get out.

BOBBERT

Right, right. Sure. That's fair. Gotta play it safe. 
Did you know that eighty percent of shed 
accidents happen in sheds?

VALENTINA

We did not know that, Bobbert. Thank you for 
sharing!

BOBBERT

Anytime!

He grabs the shed door.
All right. See you guys in a second!

LUCAS

Sounds good!

MARIO

Wooo! Bullying!

BOBBERT closes the door. The sound of metal gears 
shifting and crunching violently follow. 
A loud locking sound booms.
BOBBERT and his cronies stand in silence.

BOBBERT

I'll just... you know. Let them stand in there a 
second.

The bullies nod and agree.
I'm sure they're fine.

They continue to audibly mumble and agree.
All right. Now, we just let them out!

He grabs the door and pulls on it one good time, realizing it 
won't budge. He calmly releases.

Huh.

He pauses.
Ruuun!

BOBBERT and the bullies take off running.

BULLY I

I am so grounded!

BULLY II

You'll be grounded just like them!

BULLY III

What does that even mean!?

BULLY II

They're in the ground! They're grounded! 
Like, they probably died so they're buried!

BULLY IV

That's so unnecessarily dark!

BULLY III

I still don't get it!

BOBBERT

Will you idiots stop talking and run!

The light slowly fades from the scene.

MARIO

You know, I really did not expect that this random shed door 
would have a fully mechanized locking system.

LUCAS

I don't think anyone expected that or would have any 
reason to. Ever.

VALENTINA

I'm just surprised Bobbert decided to listen.

LUCAS

Me too. I understand why he bullies us, but listening?

MARIO

Maybe he's turning a new leaf?

VALENTINA

After what happened between us? I doubt it. Bobbert changing is 
just as wishful thinking as us thinking we're going to get out of 
here.

MARIO

Well, if it's a wish you want, why don't you make one upon a star?

MARIO pulls out a flashlight and lights up LUCAS and 
VALENTINA.

VALENTINA

... that's not a star.

MARIO sighs.
LUCAS

Where did you get that?

MARIO

I had one on my Beanie Baby.

They take pause.

 LUCA

'My?'

MARIO

Really? That's what you focus on?

VALENTINA

You take your Beanie Babies to school?

MARIO

Please, don't start.

LUCAS

You're making it very hard not to.

MARIO

You both should be thanking me right now! If it wasn't for my love 
of collectables, you both would be riffing in darkness!

VALENTINA

You know what, he's right. We're being ungrateful. It's not every 
day you can be saved by a little girl's toy.

MARIO

Oh, give me a break.

MARIO walks between the two as they smirk and follow. 
MARIO looks around...

What is this place? 

The group looks around as bits and pieces of the area come 
into view. Vines dangle from the walls, greenery surrounds, 
and bits and pieces of what seems to be a lab come into 
view.

LUCAS

I think the better question is why is it on school grounds?

MARIO

Maybe the school gets tax deductions from it?

VALENTINA

What do you know about tax deductions?

MARIO

That rich people benefit from them the most.

LUCAS

Oh... yeah, I guess that's something.

Something catches VALENTINA's eye. 

VALENTINA

Look!

MARIO turns, shining light on some laboratory flashlights. 
She runs over and grabs them, tossing one to LUCAS. The 
two then turn them on, lighting up more of the lab to reveal 
a human-sized robot at the lab's center.
At first, the kids jump in fear, then they calm.

VALENTINA

What is that?

LUCAS

I don't know... I'm seeing it for the first time, too.

VALENTINA

Ha ha, very funny.

She approaches the creation.
How long do you think this been down here?

LUCAS

By the looks of it, maybe five, six years?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me that a secret lab harboring advanced 
technology has been underneath Newton Middle School for at 
least six years?

LUCAS

Maybe ten.

MARIO

(Sarcastic)

Great! Great... no biggie.

VALENTINA

It's kind of a biggie. 

LUCAS

Yup. Biggie Smalls.

 The group turns to LUCAS awkwardly.

VALENTINA

You listen to The Notorious B.I.G.?

LUCAS

On occasion.

VALENTINA

I did not expect that...

MARIO

Too be fair, so does my mom.

VALENTINA 

(To MARIO)

So you listen too?

MARIO

I mean... guilty by association, I guess.

VALENTINA

(To both)

I had no idea you both had tasted of the fruits of the Hip- Hop tree.

LUCAS

After what you just said, I'm just as surprised at you as you are to 
me.

VALENTINA

Please. It's called poetry, which is what real Hip-Hop is.

 MARIO

Word to ya motha.

The group continues to look around. 

LUCAS

All right, let's look for something to help us get out of here.

LUCAS and MARIO walk away from VALENTINA and 
examine the lab more intensely. She keeps examining the 
area around the robot.

MARIO

What are we even looking for?

LUCAS

I don't know. A lever. A button. Something.

MARIO

Oh, good. Should I keep an eye out for a big sign that says 'exit to 
scary underground lab this way?'

LUCAS

Only if you think you can read that many words at once.

MARIO

You know what--

VALENTINA examines a board of buttons.

VALENTINA

Guys! I found Something!

She presses a button and the room of vines and decay 
comes alive as lights light up every corner, the robot at the 

center sitting up achy-like, electricity, gear movement, and 
other lab-related objects shifting and letting out many 
ominous sounds. The three look in awe.

MARIO

Oh—

LUCAS

Snap! What the—

VALENTINA

Heck?

The room settles and the three come back together at the 
center.

LUCAS

That was... unexpected.

VALENTINA

 Unexpected!? More like incredible!

MARIO

Incredibly alarming.

VALENTINA

More like alarmingly incredible!

MARIO

Okay, can we not?

LUCAS

(Nervously)

You're both taking this incredibly well.

VALENTINA

You're not?

LUCAS

I think I have a healthy, normal level of taking of this situation.

VALENTINA

Oh, don't be such a baby.

MARIO

I agree.

LUCAS

Beanie babies.

MARIO

And on that note, I'm gonna continue exploring anywhere other 
than here until I find us a way out.

MARIO leaves the two as VALENTINA and LUCAS Go over 
to the bot.

VALENTINA 

(To LUCAS)

Everything else seems fully functioning... except for this guy.

LUCAS

Maybe he needs more power?

VALENTINA

Maybe...

She looks over at the control center.
Button board? 

LUCAS

Button board.

LUCAS and VALENTINA go to the button board. They begin 
to take notice of the main three settings, labeled.

VALENTINA

You seeing what I'm seeing?

LUCAS

With these new prescription glasses? Absolutely.

 He steps closer and squints.
Date, time, and location.

He looks back to VALENTINA. 
In what context are all those relevant?

VALENTINA

Hm. Time travel?

LUCAS looks, flabbergasted. 

LUCAS

Wow. You came to that conclusion fast.

VALENTINA

Coincidence, mostly. Last week in Ms. Krisek's class we started 
discussing physics. One lesson lead to another and, before you 
know it, we started in on quantum mechanics.

LUCAS

In a middle school science class?

VALENTINA

Advanced Placement.

LUCAS

Fair enough. So, mind dumbing it down for someone who's not in 
an AP 8th grade science class?

VALENTINA

Long lesson short, time travel, as we theorize it, has three main 
variables: The time in which an event takes place, and the 
movement of the person watching in space... also known as 
spacetime.

LUCAS

And the third?

VALENTINA

Branching timelines... but that's more of a multiverse theory.

LUCAS approaches the board. 

LUCAS

Well, theory or not, I see what you're saying... each of these 
buttons does seem to correlate to time travel. Select your day, 
time, and wherever you want to be...

VALENTINA

Exactly.

She begins pushing random buttons.

LUCAS

What are you doing!?

The room begins to spark and random items 
within come to life.

VALENTINA

Testing my favorite scientific theorem!

LUCAS

Which is!?

VALENTINA

The theory of button-push-a-tivity!

The robot beams alive as sparks begin to open 
in-between its arms.

A door flies open by MARIO, the robot's portal fails, 
and everything crescendos to an abrupt halt.

MARIO

(In the distance)
Guys! A door just opened!

VALENTINA

Great! Unfortunately, a portal did not.

LUCAS

Unfortunately!?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me you didn't want to see a portal leading to a 
different time open?

LUCAS

Not really! Besides, it's bold of you to assume it's a portal. What if 
you broke time?!

VALENTINA

'Broke time?'

LUCAS

You know what I mean! 

VALENTINA

There are worse things. 

LUCAS

Like what?

VALENTINA

Like having multiple Lucas' come through a portal instead.

LUCAS

Fair enough.

Lucas looks down, noticing a picture on the board.

LUCAS

Wait a second... 

He grabs it.
Valentina, look.

She does, in disbelief.

VALENTINA

Is that... Ms. Krisek? 

LUCAS

And Mr. Zero.

MARIO walks up.

MARIO

The computer guy?

LUCAS

Well, teacher but... yeah.

MARIO

Sure, 'teacher.'

LUCAS

My question is, who's that in the middle?

MARIO

Professor Quantum. It says in sharpie right there.

LUCAS

I know, Mario—

MARIO

Like, right beneath his lab coat.

LUCAS

Yes, I got that. That's not what I meant... I meant who is he?

VALENTINA

Wait... 'Professor Quantum'... I think I've heard his name before.

She turns around to think. 
Yeah... yeah!

She turns back.

VALENTINA

You guys are such nerds.

LUCAS

Says the AP Science student.

She pauses for a beat, then smiles and raises her first.

VALENTINA

For science!

All three cheer and jump.

MARIO

This way, my fearless friends!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Hazza!

MARIO

Our answers await, and we will find them in the form of song!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Yeah-- wait, what?

Performed by Mario, Lucas, and Valentina
Scene setup:
 Mario leads them to the exit as the song begins. The area 
transforms as they move toward the mysterious door. The tone is 
energetic and adventurous.

Verse I
MARIO

 We’ve always searched for answers,

 It is what I do best.

 Only now, I’ll find a way out,

 Instead of a way to cheat on our tests—

 Probably because, frankly, this is more adventurous!

Chorus I
MARIO, LUCAS & VALENTINA

 Though there is no teacher, we still have questions

 About this hidden place.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to make it… work.

LUCAS
And even though we’re tempting fate and maybe making a big mess—

ALL
 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse II
LUCAS

 Might we run into a cobra?

MARIO
 Or a vicious lioness?

VALENTINA
 Probably not considering...

 (spoken) We’re literally nowhere near Africa—

MARIO (spoken)
But you never know when it comes to adventure!

ALL
 As long as we have each other, we’ll be BFFs forever!

Chorus II
ALL

 Though there might be lessons, we still have no teacher,

 We’re left without a trace.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to get… out of here.

 And even though we’re tempting fate and making a big mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse III
MARIO

 But what if we got serious about what this could be?

 Like what if there’s a monster, plot, or conspiracy?

 What if we’re at the center of the changing  world?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 Ugh, if we get any more ego-centric, I think I’m gonna hurl.

LUCAS (spoken)
But what if he’s right?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 He’s what?

LUCAS & MARIO (spoken)
He’s right!

VALENTINA
 If Mario’s right, our hopes are out of sight.

(Mario drops to his knees center stage — dramatic tone 
shift)

Bridge
MARIO

 But what if I was the hero?

 What if I was more than just a street-smart man?

 (looks at Valentina)
 Would you see me, baby?

VALENTINA (spoken)
Ew.

(Mario turns to Lucas)

MARIO
 Would you look into my eyes?

LUCAS (spoken)
Unfortunately.

MARIO
 And see that there’s more to me than me!

 (rises to his feet)
 That’s the solution! Yeah, that’s the answer—

 To look within to find our exit faster!

Chorus III
ALL

 Though the exit is no clearer, we still have direction,

 Throughout this hidden place.

 We have found our reason and a rhyme that we can trace.

LUCAS (spoken)
Finally!

ALL
 And even though we’ve tempted fate and maybe made a giant 
mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Final Line 

MARIO (Spoken, with passion)
 And nothing—not even seven deadly men—could stop us from 
succeeding!

(Lights dim. Crescendo. Blackout.)

 

Ms. Krisek talks about him all the time! Quite fondly, actually. I 
think they liked each other...

MARIO

Oh-lala.

LUCAS

What makes you say that?

VALENTINA

Call it a girl's intuition. All I know is that they were friends and for 
some reason that benefitted them a lot, from what she says.

LUCAS

Either way, we know one thing for sure: Whatever this place was 
and whatever that robot is, Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero will have 
some answers.

MARIO

(Raising his arm to the air like a knight)

Hazza! A quest!

The other two look at him. LUCAS joins in.

LUCAS

A Quantum Quest!

MARIO

A Quantum Quest for Quantum Club!

LUCAS

For honor!

MARIO

For glory!

LUCAS and MARIO come together, raising their fists high. 
VALENTINA shakes her head.
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BOBBERT
What are you nerds talking about?

LUCAS
Beanie babies.

BOBBERT
What's a Beanie Baby?

MARIO
You wouldn't understand..

.
VALENTINA

Or he would, which would be just as surprising 
as it would be interesting.

BOBBERT

Whatever.

He palms his fist.
You three know what time it is?

MARIO checks his watch 

MARIO
 8:43.

BOBBERT

Not literally,_you idiot! Metaphorically...

He says with a hand-in-fist punch. 

VALENTINA

Wow. Big words, Bobbert. You eat your Chee-
rios this morning?

BOBBERT

(In a threatening tone)
No. I don't eat cereal. It's bad for your 
digestive system and has little to no 
nutritional value.

LUCAS
Wait... what are you collecting?

MARIO
Beanie babies.

LUCAS
Aren't those girls' toys?

MARIO
No, they're collectables.

LUCAS
Says you.

They begin placing and taking items for school in and 
out of their lockers.

MARIO
You'll see. Give it a few years and these little 
stinkers are gonna be worth thousands!

VALENTINA

Maybe even hundreds.

MARIO rolls his eyes.
 

MARIO
You guys are just haters.

LUCAS
We hate because we care.

MARIO
What does that even mean!?

The three turn around. BOBBERT and his cronies, also 
known as bullies, enter.

LUCAS
I'll never get used to the weirdly-threatening 
tone he takes when giving us facts before he 
beats us up.

BOBBERT

(In a threatening tone)

It's important to stay informed and up-to-date 
with current health studies when determining 
your diet!

VALENTINA (To LUCAS)

You really can't get used to it, can you?

MARIO

It's so unsettling!

LUCAS

Not to break up the chit-chat, but uh...

BOBBERT and his bullies charge.
Run!

The three run away as the bullies follow in suit. They all go 
out of sight. The vegetation of the outside world, being 
trees, overgrown grass, bushes, and a strange metal shed, 
the door somewhat ajar, can be seen. We gain visual of the 
three coming to an abrupt halt before it, the bullies stopping 
behind them. They turn, facing their nemeses as they close 
in.

BOBBERT

End of the line, chumps. 

MARIO

You'll never take us alive!

BOBBERT pauses. 

BOBBERT

Yes I will. I'm doing it right now...

MARIO

(Ominously)

But for how long...?

BOBBERT gets annoyed and start stepping toward 
them again.

BOBBERT

I've been waiting for this moment for a looong 
time.

LUCAS

You mean since yesterday?

BOBBERT

Yes, which has been too long...

VALENTINA

Hopefully long enough for you to come up 
with some other form of bullying.

BOBBERT pauses.

BOBBERT

Oh, gee. Um. Actually, no... no I hadn't.

The group stops. 

LUCAS

Huh... well, I guess we should... I mean. I don't-- 
I don't know. What should we do?

MARIO

We could try and help?

LUCAS

Sure. Sure. Yeah. That could work.

VALENTINA

We could just go.

BOBBERT

That's true. You guys can do that, honestly. 
Like, that's cool. This is on me. I'd totally 
understand if you guys wanted to just, leave.

MARIO

No, no. We'll figure this out.

MARIO turns around and notices the shed behind them.
What if you chunked us in the shed?

BOBBERT

What!? No. I couldn't.

LUCAS

Sure you can! Look!

LUCAS steps in. MARIO follows. They motion for VALENTI-
NA.

Come on in, Val! The metaphorical water is 
fine!

VALENTINA sees what they're doing. She enters.

VALENTINA

(To BOBBERT)

Now, just come on over and close the door!

BOBBERT

Really? Man, you guys are the best!

The group audibly and encouragingly agrees. BOBBERT 
walks over.

MARIO

Just remember, after you're done bullying us 
by forcing us

into this shed, make sure to open it so we can 
get out.

BOBBERT

Right, right. Sure. That's fair. Gotta play it safe. 
Did you know that eighty percent of shed 
accidents happen in sheds?

VALENTINA

We did not know that, Bobbert. Thank you for 
sharing!

BOBBERT

Anytime!

He grabs the shed door.
All right. See you guys in a second!

LUCAS

Sounds good!

MARIO

Wooo! Bullying!

BOBBERT closes the door. The sound of metal gears 
shifting and crunching violently follow. 
A loud locking sound booms.
BOBBERT and his cronies stand in silence.

BOBBERT

I'll just... you know. Let them stand in there a 
second.

The bullies nod and agree.
I'm sure they're fine.

They continue to audibly mumble and agree.
All right. Now, we just let them out!

He grabs the door and pulls on it one good time, realizing it 
won't budge. He calmly releases.

Huh.

He pauses.
Ruuun!

BOBBERT and the bullies take off running.

BULLY I

I am so grounded!

BULLY II

You'll be grounded just like them!

BULLY III

What does that even mean!?

BULLY II

They're in the ground! They're grounded! 
Like, they probably died so they're buried!

BULLY IV

That's so unnecessarily dark!

BULLY III

I still don't get it!

BOBBERT

Will you idiots stop talking and run!

The light slowly fades from the scene.

MARIO

You know, I really did not expect that this random shed door 
would have a fully mechanized locking system.

LUCAS

I don't think anyone expected that or would have any 
reason to. Ever.

VALENTINA

I'm just surprised Bobbert decided to listen.

LUCAS

Me too. I understand why he bullies us, but listening?

MARIO

Maybe he's turning a new leaf?

VALENTINA

After what happened between us? I doubt it. Bobbert changing is 
just as wishful thinking as us thinking we're going to get out of 
here.

MARIO

Well, if it's a wish you want, why don't you make one upon a star?

MARIO pulls out a flashlight and lights up LUCAS and 
VALENTINA.

VALENTINA

... that's not a star.

MARIO sighs.
LUCAS

Where did you get that?

MARIO

I had one on my Beanie Baby.

They take pause.

 LUCA

'My?'

MARIO

Really? That's what you focus on?

VALENTINA

You take your Beanie Babies to school?

MARIO

Please, don't start.

LUCAS

You're making it very hard not to.

MARIO

You both should be thanking me right now! If it wasn't for my love 
of collectables, you both would be riffing in darkness!

VALENTINA

You know what, he's right. We're being ungrateful. It's not every 
day you can be saved by a little girl's toy.

MARIO

Oh, give me a break.

MARIO walks between the two as they smirk and follow. 
MARIO looks around...

What is this place? 

The group looks around as bits and pieces of the area come 
into view. Vines dangle from the walls, greenery surrounds, 
and bits and pieces of what seems to be a lab come into 
view.

LUCAS

I think the better question is why is it on school grounds?

MARIO

Maybe the school gets tax deductions from it?

VALENTINA

What do you know about tax deductions?

MARIO

That rich people benefit from them the most.

LUCAS

Oh... yeah, I guess that's something.

Something catches VALENTINA's eye. 

VALENTINA

Look!

MARIO turns, shining light on some laboratory flashlights. 
She runs over and grabs them, tossing one to LUCAS. The 
two then turn them on, lighting up more of the lab to reveal 
a human-sized robot at the lab's center.
At first, the kids jump in fear, then they calm.

VALENTINA

What is that?

LUCAS

I don't know... I'm seeing it for the first time, too.

VALENTINA

Ha ha, very funny.

She approaches the creation.
How long do you think this been down here?

LUCAS

By the looks of it, maybe five, six years?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me that a secret lab harboring advanced 
technology has been underneath Newton Middle School for at 
least six years?

LUCAS

Maybe ten.

MARIO

(Sarcastic)

Great! Great... no biggie.

VALENTINA

It's kind of a biggie. 

LUCAS

Yup. Biggie Smalls.

 The group turns to LUCAS awkwardly.

VALENTINA

You listen to The Notorious B.I.G.?

LUCAS

On occasion.

VALENTINA

I did not expect that...

MARIO

Too be fair, so does my mom.

VALENTINA 

(To MARIO)

So you listen too?

MARIO

I mean... guilty by association, I guess.

VALENTINA

(To both)

I had no idea you both had tasted of the fruits of the Hip- Hop tree.

LUCAS

After what you just said, I'm just as surprised at you as you are to 
me.

VALENTINA

Please. It's called poetry, which is what real Hip-Hop is.

 MARIO

Word to ya motha.

The group continues to look around. 

LUCAS

All right, let's look for something to help us get out of here.

LUCAS and MARIO walk away from VALENTINA and 
examine the lab more intensely. She keeps examining the 
area around the robot.

MARIO

What are we even looking for?

LUCAS

I don't know. A lever. A button. Something.

MARIO

Oh, good. Should I keep an eye out for a big sign that says 'exit to 
scary underground lab this way?'

LUCAS

Only if you think you can read that many words at once.

MARIO

You know what--

VALENTINA examines a board of buttons.

VALENTINA

Guys! I found Something!

She presses a button and the room of vines and decay 
comes alive as lights light up every corner, the robot at the 

center sitting up achy-like, electricity, gear movement, and 
other lab-related objects shifting and letting out many 
ominous sounds. The three look in awe.

MARIO

Oh—

LUCAS

Snap! What the—

VALENTINA

Heck?

The room settles and the three come back together at the 
center.

LUCAS

That was... unexpected.

VALENTINA

 Unexpected!? More like incredible!

MARIO

Incredibly alarming.

VALENTINA

More like alarmingly incredible!

MARIO

Okay, can we not?

LUCAS

(Nervously)

You're both taking this incredibly well.

VALENTINA

You're not?

LUCAS

I think I have a healthy, normal level of taking of this situation.

VALENTINA

Oh, don't be such a baby.

MARIO

I agree.

LUCAS

Beanie babies.

MARIO

And on that note, I'm gonna continue exploring anywhere other 
than here until I find us a way out.

MARIO leaves the two as VALENTINA and LUCAS Go over 
to the bot.

VALENTINA 

(To LUCAS)

Everything else seems fully functioning... except for this guy.

LUCAS

Maybe he needs more power?

VALENTINA

Maybe...

She looks over at the control center.
Button board? 

LUCAS

Button board.

LUCAS and VALENTINA go to the button board. They begin 
to take notice of the main three settings, labeled.

VALENTINA

You seeing what I'm seeing?

LUCAS

With these new prescription glasses? Absolutely.

 He steps closer and squints.
Date, time, and location.

He looks back to VALENTINA. 
In what context are all those relevant?

VALENTINA

Hm. Time travel?

LUCAS looks, flabbergasted. 

LUCAS

Wow. You came to that conclusion fast.

VALENTINA

Coincidence, mostly. Last week in Ms. Krisek's class we started 
discussing physics. One lesson lead to another and, before you 
know it, we started in on quantum mechanics.

LUCAS

In a middle school science class?

VALENTINA

Advanced Placement.

LUCAS

Fair enough. So, mind dumbing it down for someone who's not in 
an AP 8th grade science class?

VALENTINA

Long lesson short, time travel, as we theorize it, has three main 
variables: The time in which an event takes place, and the 
movement of the person watching in space... also known as 
spacetime.

LUCAS

And the third?

VALENTINA

Branching timelines... but that's more of a multiverse theory.

LUCAS approaches the board. 

LUCAS

Well, theory or not, I see what you're saying... each of these 
buttons does seem to correlate to time travel. Select your day, 
time, and wherever you want to be...

VALENTINA

Exactly.

She begins pushing random buttons.

LUCAS

What are you doing!?

The room begins to spark and random items 
within come to life.

VALENTINA

Testing my favorite scientific theorem!

LUCAS

Which is!?

VALENTINA

The theory of button-push-a-tivity!

The robot beams alive as sparks begin to open 
in-between its arms.

A door flies open by MARIO, the robot's portal fails, 
and everything crescendos to an abrupt halt.

MARIO

(In the distance)
Guys! A door just opened!

VALENTINA

Great! Unfortunately, a portal did not.

LUCAS

Unfortunately!?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me you didn't want to see a portal leading to a 
different time open?

LUCAS

Not really! Besides, it's bold of you to assume it's a portal. What if 
you broke time?!

VALENTINA

'Broke time?'

LUCAS

You know what I mean! 

VALENTINA

There are worse things. 

LUCAS

Like what?

VALENTINA

Like having multiple Lucas' come through a portal instead.

LUCAS

Fair enough.

Lucas looks down, noticing a picture on the board.

LUCAS

Wait a second... 

He grabs it.
Valentina, look.

She does, in disbelief.

VALENTINA

Is that... Ms. Krisek? 

LUCAS

And Mr. Zero.

MARIO walks up.

MARIO

The computer guy?

LUCAS

Well, teacher but... yeah.

MARIO

Sure, 'teacher.'

LUCAS

My question is, who's that in the middle?

MARIO

Professor Quantum. It says in sharpie right there.

LUCAS

I know, Mario—

MARIO

Like, right beneath his lab coat.

LUCAS

Yes, I got that. That's not what I meant... I meant who is he?

VALENTINA

Wait... 'Professor Quantum'... I think I've heard his name before.

She turns around to think. 
Yeah... yeah!

She turns back.

VALENTINA

You guys are such nerds.

LUCAS

Says the AP Science student.

She pauses for a beat, then smiles and raises her first.

VALENTINA

For science!

All three cheer and jump.

MARIO

This way, my fearless friends!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Hazza!

MARIO

Our answers await, and we will find them in the form of song!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Yeah-- wait, what?

Performed by Mario, Lucas, and Valentina
Scene setup:
 Mario leads them to the exit as the song begins. The area 
transforms as they move toward the mysterious door. The tone is 
energetic and adventurous.

Verse I
MARIO

 We’ve always searched for answers,

 It is what I do best.

 Only now, I’ll find a way out,

 Instead of a way to cheat on our tests—

 Probably because, frankly, this is more adventurous!

Chorus I
MARIO, LUCAS & VALENTINA

 Though there is no teacher, we still have questions

 About this hidden place.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to make it… work.

LUCAS
And even though we’re tempting fate and maybe making a big mess—

ALL
 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse II
LUCAS

 Might we run into a cobra?

MARIO
 Or a vicious lioness?

VALENTINA
 Probably not considering...

 (spoken) We’re literally nowhere near Africa—

MARIO (spoken)
But you never know when it comes to adventure!

ALL
 As long as we have each other, we’ll be BFFs forever!

Chorus II
ALL

 Though there might be lessons, we still have no teacher,

 We’re left without a trace.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to get… out of here.

 And even though we’re tempting fate and making a big mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse III
MARIO

 But what if we got serious about what this could be?

 Like what if there’s a monster, plot, or conspiracy?

 What if we’re at the center of the changing  world?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 Ugh, if we get any more ego-centric, I think I’m gonna hurl.

LUCAS (spoken)
But what if he’s right?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 He’s what?

LUCAS & MARIO (spoken)
He’s right!

VALENTINA
 If Mario’s right, our hopes are out of sight.

(Mario drops to his knees center stage — dramatic tone 
shift)

Bridge
MARIO

 But what if I was the hero?

 What if I was more than just a street-smart man?

 (looks at Valentina)
 Would you see me, baby?

VALENTINA (spoken)
Ew.

(Mario turns to Lucas)

MARIO
 Would you look into my eyes?

LUCAS (spoken)
Unfortunately.

MARIO
 And see that there’s more to me than me!

 (rises to his feet)
 That’s the solution! Yeah, that’s the answer—

 To look within to find our exit faster!

Chorus III
ALL

 Though the exit is no clearer, we still have direction,

 Throughout this hidden place.

 We have found our reason and a rhyme that we can trace.

LUCAS (spoken)
Finally!

ALL
 And even though we’ve tempted fate and maybe made a giant 
mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Final Line 

MARIO (Spoken, with passion)
 And nothing—not even seven deadly men—could stop us from 
succeeding!

(Lights dim. Crescendo. Blackout.)

 

Ms. Krisek talks about him all the time! Quite fondly, actually. I 
think they liked each other...

MARIO

Oh-lala.

LUCAS

What makes you say that?

VALENTINA

Call it a girl's intuition. All I know is that they were friends and for 
some reason that benefitted them a lot, from what she says.

LUCAS

Either way, we know one thing for sure: Whatever this place was 
and whatever that robot is, Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero will have 
some answers.

MARIO

(Raising his arm to the air like a knight)

Hazza! A quest!

The other two look at him. LUCAS joins in.

LUCAS

A Quantum Quest!

MARIO

A Quantum Quest for Quantum Club!

LUCAS

For honor!

MARIO

For glory!

LUCAS and MARIO come together, raising their fists high. 
VALENTINA shakes her head.
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MARIO

You know, I really did not expect that this random shed door 
would have a fully mechanized locking system.

LUCAS

I don't think anyone expected that or would have any 
reason to. Ever.

VALENTINA

I'm just surprised Bobbert decided to listen.

LUCAS

Me too. I understand why he bullies us, but listening?

MARIO

Maybe he's turning a new leaf?

VALENTINA

After what happened between us? I doubt it. Bobbert changing is 
just as wishful thinking as us thinking we're going to get out of 
here.

MARIO

Well, if it's a wish you want, why don't you make one upon a star?

MARIO pulls out a flashlight and lights up LUCAS and 
VALENTINA.

VALENTINA

... that's not a star.

MARIO sighs.
LUCAS

Where did you get that?

MARIO

I had one on my Beanie Baby.

They take pause.

 LUCA

'My?'

MARIO

Really? That's what you focus on?

VALENTINA

You take your Beanie Babies to school?

MARIO

Please, don't start.

LUCAS

You're making it very hard not to.

MARIO

You both should be thanking me right now! If it wasn't for my love 
of collectables, you both would be riffing in darkness!

VALENTINA

You know what, he's right. We're being ungrateful. It's not every 
day you can be saved by a little girl's toy.

MARIO

Oh, give me a break.

MARIO walks between the two as they smirk and follow. 
MARIO looks around...

What is this place? 

The group looks around as bits and pieces of the area come 
into view. Vines dangle from the walls, greenery surrounds, 
and bits and pieces of what seems to be a lab come into 
view.

LUCAS

I think the better question is why is it on school grounds?

MARIO

Maybe the school gets tax deductions from it?

VALENTINA

What do you know about tax deductions?

MARIO

That rich people benefit from them the most.

LUCAS

Oh... yeah, I guess that's something.

Something catches VALENTINA's eye. 

VALENTINA

Look!

MARIO turns, shining light on some laboratory flashlights. 
She runs over and grabs them, tossing one to LUCAS. The 
two then turn them on, lighting up more of the lab to reveal 
a human-sized robot at the lab's center.
At first, the kids jump in fear, then they calm.

VALENTINA

What is that?

LUCAS

I don't know... I'm seeing it for the first time, too.

VALENTINA

Ha ha, very funny.

She approaches the creation.
How long do you think this been down here?

LUCAS

By the looks of it, maybe five, six years?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me that a secret lab harboring advanced 
technology has been underneath Newton Middle School for at 
least six years?

LUCAS

Maybe ten.

MARIO

(Sarcastic)

Great! Great... no biggie.

VALENTINA

It's kind of a biggie. 

LUCAS

Yup. Biggie Smalls.

 The group turns to LUCAS awkwardly.

VALENTINA

You listen to The Notorious B.I.G.?

LUCAS

On occasion.

VALENTINA

I did not expect that...

MARIO

Too be fair, so does my mom.

VALENTINA 

(To MARIO)

So you listen too?

MARIO

I mean... guilty by association, I guess.

VALENTINA

(To both)

I had no idea you both had tasted of the fruits of the Hip- Hop tree.

LUCAS

After what you just said, I'm just as surprised at you as you are to 
me.

VALENTINA

Please. It's called poetry, which is what real Hip-Hop is.

 MARIO

Word to ya motha.

The group continues to look around. 

LUCAS

All right, let's look for something to help us get out of here.

LUCAS and MARIO walk away from VALENTINA and 
examine the lab more intensely. She keeps examining the 
area around the robot.

MARIO

What are we even looking for?

LUCAS

I don't know. A lever. A button. Something.

MARIO

Oh, good. Should I keep an eye out for a big sign that says 'exit to 
scary underground lab this way?'

LUCAS

Only if you think you can read that many words at once.

MARIO

You know what--

VALENTINA examines a board of buttons.

VALENTINA

Guys! I found Something!

She presses a button and the room of vines and decay 
comes alive as lights light up every corner, the robot at the 

center sitting up achy-like, electricity, gear movement, and 
other lab-related objects shifting and letting out many 
ominous sounds. The three look in awe.

MARIO

Oh—

LUCAS

Snap! What the—

VALENTINA

Heck?

The room settles and the three come back together at the 
center.

LUCAS

That was... unexpected.

VALENTINA

 Unexpected!? More like incredible!

MARIO

Incredibly alarming.

VALENTINA

More like alarmingly incredible!

MARIO

Okay, can we not?

LUCAS

(Nervously)

You're both taking this incredibly well.

VALENTINA

You're not?

LUCAS

I think I have a healthy, normal level of taking of this situation.

VALENTINA

Oh, don't be such a baby.

MARIO

I agree.

LUCAS

Beanie babies.

MARIO

And on that note, I'm gonna continue exploring anywhere other 
than here until I find us a way out.

MARIO leaves the two as VALENTINA and LUCAS Go over 
to the bot.

VALENTINA 

(To LUCAS)

Everything else seems fully functioning... except for this guy.

LUCAS

Maybe he needs more power?

VALENTINA

Maybe...

She looks over at the control center.
Button board? 

LUCAS

Button board.

LUCAS and VALENTINA go to the button board. They begin 
to take notice of the main three settings, labeled.

VALENTINA

You seeing what I'm seeing?

LUCAS

With these new prescription glasses? Absolutely.

 He steps closer and squints.
Date, time, and location.

He looks back to VALENTINA. 
In what context are all those relevant?

VALENTINA

Hm. Time travel?

LUCAS looks, flabbergasted. 

LUCAS

Wow. You came to that conclusion fast.

VALENTINA

Coincidence, mostly. Last week in Ms. Krisek's class we started 
discussing physics. One lesson lead to another and, before you 
know it, we started in on quantum mechanics.

LUCAS

In a middle school science class?

VALENTINA

Advanced Placement.

LUCAS

Fair enough. So, mind dumbing it down for someone who's not in 
an AP 8th grade science class?

VALENTINA

Long lesson short, time travel, as we theorize it, has three main 
variables: The time in which an event takes place, and the 
movement of the person watching in space... also known as 
spacetime.

LUCAS

And the third?

VALENTINA

Branching timelines... but that's more of a multiverse theory.

LUCAS approaches the board. 

LUCAS

Well, theory or not, I see what you're saying... each of these 
buttons does seem to correlate to time travel. Select your day, 
time, and wherever you want to be...

VALENTINA

Exactly.

She begins pushing random buttons.

LUCAS

What are you doing!?

The room begins to spark and random items 
within come to life.

VALENTINA

Testing my favorite scientific theorem!

LUCAS

Which is!?

VALENTINA

The theory of button-push-a-tivity!

The robot beams alive as sparks begin to open 
in-between its arms.

A door flies open by MARIO, the robot's portal fails, 
and everything crescendos to an abrupt halt.

MARIO

(In the distance)
Guys! A door just opened!

VALENTINA

Great! Unfortunately, a portal did not.

LUCAS

Unfortunately!?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me you didn't want to see a portal leading to a 
different time open?

LUCAS

Not really! Besides, it's bold of you to assume it's a portal. What if 
you broke time?!

VALENTINA

'Broke time?'

LUCAS

You know what I mean! 

VALENTINA

There are worse things. 

LUCAS

Like what?

VALENTINA

Like having multiple Lucas' come through a portal instead.

LUCAS

Fair enough.

Lucas looks down, noticing a picture on the board.

LUCAS

Wait a second... 

He grabs it.
Valentina, look.

She does, in disbelief.

VALENTINA

Is that... Ms. Krisek? 

LUCAS

And Mr. Zero.

MARIO walks up.

MARIO

The computer guy?

LUCAS

Well, teacher but... yeah.

MARIO

Sure, 'teacher.'

LUCAS

My question is, who's that in the middle?

MARIO

Professor Quantum. It says in sharpie right there.

LUCAS

I know, Mario—

MARIO

Like, right beneath his lab coat.

LUCAS

Yes, I got that. That's not what I meant... I meant who is he?

VALENTINA

Wait... 'Professor Quantum'... I think I've heard his name before.

She turns around to think. 
Yeah... yeah!

She turns back.

VALENTINA

You guys are such nerds.

LUCAS

Says the AP Science student.

She pauses for a beat, then smiles and raises her first.

VALENTINA

For science!

All three cheer and jump.

MARIO

This way, my fearless friends!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Hazza!

MARIO

Our answers await, and we will find them in the form of song!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Yeah-- wait, what?

Performed by Mario, Lucas, and Valentina
Scene setup:
 Mario leads them to the exit as the song begins. The area 
transforms as they move toward the mysterious door. The tone is 
energetic and adventurous.

Verse I
MARIO

 We’ve always searched for answers,

 It is what I do best.

 Only now, I’ll find a way out,

 Instead of a way to cheat on our tests—

 Probably because, frankly, this is more adventurous!

Chorus I
MARIO, LUCAS & VALENTINA

 Though there is no teacher, we still have questions

 About this hidden place.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to make it… work.

LUCAS
And even though we’re tempting fate and maybe making a big mess—

ALL
 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse II
LUCAS

 Might we run into a cobra?

MARIO
 Or a vicious lioness?

VALENTINA
 Probably not considering...

 (spoken) We’re literally nowhere near Africa—

MARIO (spoken)
But you never know when it comes to adventure!

ALL
 As long as we have each other, we’ll be BFFs forever!

Chorus II
ALL

 Though there might be lessons, we still have no teacher,

 We’re left without a trace.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to get… out of here.

 And even though we’re tempting fate and making a big mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse III
MARIO

 But what if we got serious about what this could be?

 Like what if there’s a monster, plot, or conspiracy?

 What if we’re at the center of the changing  world?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 Ugh, if we get any more ego-centric, I think I’m gonna hurl.

LUCAS (spoken)
But what if he’s right?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 He’s what?

LUCAS & MARIO (spoken)
He’s right!

VALENTINA
 If Mario’s right, our hopes are out of sight.

(Mario drops to his knees center stage — dramatic tone 
shift)

Bridge
MARIO

 But what if I was the hero?

 What if I was more than just a street-smart man?

 (looks at Valentina)
 Would you see me, baby?

VALENTINA (spoken)
Ew.

(Mario turns to Lucas)

MARIO
 Would you look into my eyes?

LUCAS (spoken)
Unfortunately.

MARIO
 And see that there’s more to me than me!

 (rises to his feet)
 That’s the solution! Yeah, that’s the answer—

 To look within to find our exit faster!

Chorus III
ALL

 Though the exit is no clearer, we still have direction,

 Throughout this hidden place.

 We have found our reason and a rhyme that we can trace.

LUCAS (spoken)
Finally!

ALL
 And even though we’ve tempted fate and maybe made a giant 
mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Final Line 

MARIO (Spoken, with passion)
 And nothing—not even seven deadly men—could stop us from 
succeeding!

(Lights dim. Crescendo. Blackout.)

 

Ms. Krisek talks about him all the time! Quite fondly, actually. I 
think they liked each other...

MARIO

Oh-lala.

LUCAS

What makes you say that?

VALENTINA

Call it a girl's intuition. All I know is that they were friends and for 
some reason that benefitted them a lot, from what she says.

LUCAS

Either way, we know one thing for sure: Whatever this place was 
and whatever that robot is, Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero will have 
some answers.

MARIO

(Raising his arm to the air like a knight)

Hazza! A quest!

The other two look at him. LUCAS joins in.

LUCAS

A Quantum Quest!

MARIO

A Quantum Quest for Quantum Club!

LUCAS

For honor!

MARIO

For glory!

LUCAS and MARIO come together, raising their fists high. 
VALENTINA shakes her head.
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MARIO

You know, I really did not expect that this random shed door 
would have a fully mechanized locking system.

LUCAS

I don't think anyone expected that or would have any 
reason to. Ever.

VALENTINA

I'm just surprised Bobbert decided to listen.

LUCAS

Me too. I understand why he bullies us, but listening?

MARIO

Maybe he's turning a new leaf?

VALENTINA

After what happened between us? I doubt it. Bobbert changing is 
just as wishful thinking as us thinking we're going to get out of 
here.

MARIO

Well, if it's a wish you want, why don't you make one upon a star?

MARIO pulls out a flashlight and lights up LUCAS and 
VALENTINA.

VALENTINA

... that's not a star.

MARIO sighs.
LUCAS

Where did you get that?

MARIO

I had one on my Beanie Baby.

They take pause.

 LUCA

'My?'

MARIO

Really? That's what you focus on?

VALENTINA

You take your Beanie Babies to school?

MARIO

Please, don't start.

LUCAS

You're making it very hard not to.

MARIO

You both should be thanking me right now! If it wasn't for my love 
of collectables, you both would be riffing in darkness!

VALENTINA

You know what, he's right. We're being ungrateful. It's not every 
day you can be saved by a little girl's toy.

MARIO

Oh, give me a break.

MARIO walks between the two as they smirk and follow. 
MARIO looks around...

What is this place? 

The group looks around as bits and pieces of the area come 
into view. Vines dangle from the walls, greenery surrounds, 
and bits and pieces of what seems to be a lab come into 
view.

LUCAS

I think the better question is why is it on school grounds?

MARIO

Maybe the school gets tax deductions from it?

VALENTINA

What do you know about tax deductions?

MARIO

That rich people benefit from them the most.

LUCAS

Oh... yeah, I guess that's something.

Something catches VALENTINA's eye. 

VALENTINA

Look!

MARIO turns, shining light on some laboratory flashlights. 
She runs over and grabs them, tossing one to LUCAS. The 
two then turn them on, lighting up more of the lab to reveal 
a human-sized robot at the lab's center.
At first, the kids jump in fear, then they calm.

VALENTINA

What is that?

LUCAS

I don't know... I'm seeing it for the first time, too.

VALENTINA

Ha ha, very funny.

She approaches the creation.
How long do you think this been down here?

LUCAS

By the looks of it, maybe five, six years?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me that a secret lab harboring advanced 
technology has been underneath Newton Middle School for at 
least six years?

LUCAS

Maybe ten.

MARIO

(Sarcastic)

Great! Great... no biggie.

VALENTINA

It's kind of a biggie. 

LUCAS

Yup. Biggie Smalls.

 The group turns to LUCAS awkwardly.

VALENTINA

You listen to The Notorious B.I.G.?

LUCAS

On occasion.

VALENTINA

I did not expect that...

MARIO

Too be fair, so does my mom.

VALENTINA 

(To MARIO)

So you listen too?

MARIO

I mean... guilty by association, I guess.

VALENTINA

(To both)

I had no idea you both had tasted of the fruits of the Hip- Hop tree.

LUCAS

After what you just said, I'm just as surprised at you as you are to 
me.

VALENTINA

Please. It's called poetry, which is what real Hip-Hop is.

 MARIO

Word to ya motha.

The group continues to look around. 

LUCAS

All right, let's look for something to help us get out of here.

LUCAS and MARIO walk away from VALENTINA and 
examine the lab more intensely. She keeps examining the 
area around the robot.

MARIO

What are we even looking for?

LUCAS

I don't know. A lever. A button. Something.

MARIO

Oh, good. Should I keep an eye out for a big sign that says 'exit to 
scary underground lab this way?'

LUCAS

Only if you think you can read that many words at once.

MARIO

You know what--

VALENTINA examines a board of buttons.

VALENTINA

Guys! I found Something!

She presses a button and the room of vines and decay 
comes alive as lights light up every corner, the robot at the 

5 LAB LIGHTS

center sitting up achy-like, electricity, gear movement, and 
other lab-related objects shifting and letting out many 
ominous sounds. The three look in awe.

MARIO

Oh—

LUCAS

Snap! What the—

VALENTINA

Heck?

The room settles and the three come back together at the 
center.

LUCAS

That was... unexpected.

VALENTINA

 Unexpected!? More like incredible!

MARIO

Incredibly alarming.

VALENTINA

More like alarmingly incredible!

MARIO

Okay, can we not?

LUCAS

(Nervously)

You're both taking this incredibly well.

VALENTINA

You're not?

LUCAS

I think I have a healthy, normal level of taking of this situation.

VALENTINA

Oh, don't be such a baby.

MARIO

I agree.

LUCAS

Beanie babies.

MARIO

And on that note, I'm gonna continue exploring anywhere other 
than here until I find us a way out.

MARIO leaves the two as VALENTINA and LUCAS Go over 
to the bot.

VALENTINA 

(To LUCAS)

Everything else seems fully functioning... except for this guy.

LUCAS

Maybe he needs more power?

VALENTINA

Maybe...

She looks over at the control center.
Button board? 

LUCAS

Button board.

LUCAS and VALENTINA go to the button board. They begin 
to take notice of the main three settings, labeled.

VALENTINA

You seeing what I'm seeing?

LUCAS

With these new prescription glasses? Absolutely.

 He steps closer and squints.
Date, time, and location.

He looks back to VALENTINA. 
In what context are all those relevant?

VALENTINA

Hm. Time travel?

LUCAS looks, flabbergasted. 

LUCAS

Wow. You came to that conclusion fast.

VALENTINA

Coincidence, mostly. Last week in Ms. Krisek's class we started 
discussing physics. One lesson lead to another and, before you 
know it, we started in on quantum mechanics.

LUCAS

In a middle school science class?

VALENTINA

Advanced Placement.

LUCAS

Fair enough. So, mind dumbing it down for someone who's not in 
an AP 8th grade science class?

VALENTINA

Long lesson short, time travel, as we theorize it, has three main 
variables: The time in which an event takes place, and the 
movement of the person watching in space... also known as 
spacetime.

LUCAS

And the third?

VALENTINA

Branching timelines... but that's more of a multiverse theory.

LUCAS approaches the board. 

LUCAS

Well, theory or not, I see what you're saying... each of these 
buttons does seem to correlate to time travel. Select your day, 
time, and wherever you want to be...

VALENTINA

Exactly.

She begins pushing random buttons.

LUCAS

What are you doing!?

The room begins to spark and random items 
within come to life.

VALENTINA

Testing my favorite scientific theorem!

LUCAS

Which is!?

VALENTINA

The theory of button-push-a-tivity!

The robot beams alive as sparks begin to open 
in-between its arms.

A door flies open by MARIO, the robot's portal fails, 
and everything crescendos to an abrupt halt.

MARIO

(In the distance)
Guys! A door just opened!

VALENTINA

Great! Unfortunately, a portal did not.

LUCAS

Unfortunately!?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me you didn't want to see a portal leading to a 
different time open?

LUCAS

Not really! Besides, it's bold of you to assume it's a portal. What if 
you broke time?!

VALENTINA

'Broke time?'

LUCAS

You know what I mean! 

VALENTINA

There are worse things. 

LUCAS

Like what?

VALENTINA

Like having multiple Lucas' come through a portal instead.

LUCAS

Fair enough.

Lucas looks down, noticing a picture on the board.

LUCAS

Wait a second... 

He grabs it.
Valentina, look.

She does, in disbelief.

VALENTINA

Is that... Ms. Krisek? 

LUCAS

And Mr. Zero.

MARIO walks up.

MARIO

The computer guy?

LUCAS

Well, teacher but... yeah.

MARIO

Sure, 'teacher.'

LUCAS

My question is, who's that in the middle?

MARIO

Professor Quantum. It says in sharpie right there.

LUCAS

I know, Mario—

MARIO

Like, right beneath his lab coat.

LUCAS

Yes, I got that. That's not what I meant... I meant who is he?

VALENTINA

Wait... 'Professor Quantum'... I think I've heard his name before.

She turns around to think. 
Yeah... yeah!

She turns back.

VALENTINA

You guys are such nerds.

LUCAS

Says the AP Science student.

She pauses for a beat, then smiles and raises her first.

VALENTINA

For science!

All three cheer and jump.

MARIO

This way, my fearless friends!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Hazza!

MARIO

Our answers await, and we will find them in the form of song!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Yeah-- wait, what?

Performed by Mario, Lucas, and Valentina
Scene setup:
 Mario leads them to the exit as the song begins. The area 
transforms as they move toward the mysterious door. The tone is 
energetic and adventurous.

Verse I
MARIO

 We’ve always searched for answers,

 It is what I do best.

 Only now, I’ll find a way out,

 Instead of a way to cheat on our tests—

 Probably because, frankly, this is more adventurous!

Chorus I
MARIO, LUCAS & VALENTINA

 Though there is no teacher, we still have questions

 About this hidden place.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to make it… work.

LUCAS
And even though we’re tempting fate and maybe making a big mess—

ALL
 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse II
LUCAS

 Might we run into a cobra?

MARIO
 Or a vicious lioness?

VALENTINA
 Probably not considering...

 (spoken) We’re literally nowhere near Africa—

MARIO (spoken)
But you never know when it comes to adventure!

ALL
 As long as we have each other, we’ll be BFFs forever!

Chorus II
ALL

 Though there might be lessons, we still have no teacher,

 We’re left without a trace.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to get… out of here.

 And even though we’re tempting fate and making a big mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse III
MARIO

 But what if we got serious about what this could be?

 Like what if there’s a monster, plot, or conspiracy?

 What if we’re at the center of the changing  world?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 Ugh, if we get any more ego-centric, I think I’m gonna hurl.

LUCAS (spoken)
But what if he’s right?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 He’s what?

LUCAS & MARIO (spoken)
He’s right!

VALENTINA
 If Mario’s right, our hopes are out of sight.

(Mario drops to his knees center stage — dramatic tone 
shift)

Bridge
MARIO

 But what if I was the hero?

 What if I was more than just a street-smart man?

 (looks at Valentina)
 Would you see me, baby?

VALENTINA (spoken)
Ew.

(Mario turns to Lucas)

MARIO
 Would you look into my eyes?

LUCAS (spoken)
Unfortunately.

MARIO
 And see that there’s more to me than me!

 (rises to his feet)
 That’s the solution! Yeah, that’s the answer—

 To look within to find our exit faster!

Chorus III
ALL

 Though the exit is no clearer, we still have direction,

 Throughout this hidden place.

 We have found our reason and a rhyme that we can trace.

LUCAS (spoken)
Finally!

ALL
 And even though we’ve tempted fate and maybe made a giant 
mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Final Line 

MARIO (Spoken, with passion)
 And nothing—not even seven deadly men—could stop us from 
succeeding!

(Lights dim. Crescendo. Blackout.)

 

Ms. Krisek talks about him all the time! Quite fondly, actually. I 
think they liked each other...

MARIO

Oh-lala.

LUCAS

What makes you say that?

VALENTINA

Call it a girl's intuition. All I know is that they were friends and for 
some reason that benefitted them a lot, from what she says.

LUCAS

Either way, we know one thing for sure: Whatever this place was 
and whatever that robot is, Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero will have 
some answers.

MARIO

(Raising his arm to the air like a knight)

Hazza! A quest!

The other two look at him. LUCAS joins in.

LUCAS

A Quantum Quest!

MARIO

A Quantum Quest for Quantum Club!

LUCAS

For honor!

MARIO

For glory!

LUCAS and MARIO come together, raising their fists high. 
VALENTINA shakes her head.
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MARIO

You know, I really did not expect that this random shed door 
would have a fully mechanized locking system.

LUCAS

I don't think anyone expected that or would have any 
reason to. Ever.

VALENTINA

I'm just surprised Bobbert decided to listen.

LUCAS

Me too. I understand why he bullies us, but listening?

MARIO

Maybe he's turning a new leaf?

VALENTINA

After what happened between us? I doubt it. Bobbert changing is 
just as wishful thinking as us thinking we're going to get out of 
here.

MARIO

Well, if it's a wish you want, why don't you make one upon a star?

MARIO pulls out a flashlight and lights up LUCAS and 
VALENTINA.

VALENTINA

... that's not a star.

MARIO sighs.
LUCAS

Where did you get that?

MARIO

I had one on my Beanie Baby.

They take pause.

 LUCA

'My?'

MARIO

Really? That's what you focus on?

VALENTINA

You take your Beanie Babies to school?

MARIO

Please, don't start.

LUCAS

You're making it very hard not to.

MARIO

You both should be thanking me right now! If it wasn't for my love 
of collectables, you both would be riffing in darkness!

VALENTINA

You know what, he's right. We're being ungrateful. It's not every 
day you can be saved by a little girl's toy.

MARIO

Oh, give me a break.

MARIO walks between the two as they smirk and follow. 
MARIO looks around...

What is this place? 

The group looks around as bits and pieces of the area come 
into view. Vines dangle from the walls, greenery surrounds, 
and bits and pieces of what seems to be a lab come into 
view.

LUCAS

I think the better question is why is it on school grounds?

MARIO

Maybe the school gets tax deductions from it?

VALENTINA

What do you know about tax deductions?

MARIO

That rich people benefit from them the most.

LUCAS

Oh... yeah, I guess that's something.

Something catches VALENTINA's eye. 

VALENTINA

Look!

MARIO turns, shining light on some laboratory flashlights. 
She runs over and grabs them, tossing one to LUCAS. The 
two then turn them on, lighting up more of the lab to reveal 
a human-sized robot at the lab's center.
At first, the kids jump in fear, then they calm.

VALENTINA

What is that?

LUCAS

I don't know... I'm seeing it for the first time, too.

VALENTINA

Ha ha, very funny.

She approaches the creation.
How long do you think this been down here?

LUCAS

By the looks of it, maybe five, six years?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me that a secret lab harboring advanced 
technology has been underneath Newton Middle School for at 
least six years?

LUCAS

Maybe ten.

MARIO

(Sarcastic)

Great! Great... no biggie.

VALENTINA

It's kind of a biggie. 

LUCAS

Yup. Biggie Smalls.

 The group turns to LUCAS awkwardly.

VALENTINA

You listen to The Notorious B.I.G.?

LUCAS

On occasion.

VALENTINA

I did not expect that...

MARIO

Too be fair, so does my mom.

VALENTINA 

(To MARIO)

So you listen too?

MARIO

I mean... guilty by association, I guess.

VALENTINA

(To both)

I had no idea you both had tasted of the fruits of the Hip- Hop tree.

LUCAS

After what you just said, I'm just as surprised at you as you are to 
me.

VALENTINA

Please. It's called poetry, which is what real Hip-Hop is.

 MARIO

Word to ya motha.

The group continues to look around. 

LUCAS

All right, let's look for something to help us get out of here.

LUCAS and MARIO walk away from VALENTINA and 
examine the lab more intensely. She keeps examining the 
area around the robot.

MARIO

What are we even looking for?

LUCAS

I don't know. A lever. A button. Something.

MARIO

Oh, good. Should I keep an eye out for a big sign that says 'exit to 
scary underground lab this way?'

LUCAS

Only if you think you can read that many words at once.

MARIO

You know what--

VALENTINA examines a board of buttons.

VALENTINA

Guys! I found Something!

She presses a button and the room of vines and decay 
comes alive as lights light up every corner, the robot at the 

center sitting up achy-like, electricity, gear movement, and 
other lab-related objects shifting and letting out many 
ominous sounds. The three look in awe.

MARIO

Oh—

LUCAS

Snap! What the—

VALENTINA

Heck?

The room settles and the three come back together at the 
center.

LUCAS

That was... unexpected.

VALENTINA

 Unexpected!? More like incredible!

MARIO

Incredibly alarming.

VALENTINA

More like alarmingly incredible!

MARIO

Okay, can we not?

LUCAS

(Nervously)

You're both taking this incredibly well.

VALENTINA

You're not?

LUCAS

I think I have a healthy, normal level of taking of this situation.

VALENTINA

Oh, don't be such a baby.

MARIO

I agree.

LUCAS

Beanie babies.

MARIO

And on that note, I'm gonna continue exploring anywhere other 
than here until I find us a way out.

MARIO leaves the two as VALENTINA and LUCAS Go over 
to the bot.

VALENTINA 

(To LUCAS)

Everything else seems fully functioning... except for this guy.

LUCAS

Maybe he needs more power?

VALENTINA

Maybe...

She looks over at the control center.
Button board? 

LUCAS

Button board.

LUCAS and VALENTINA go to the button board. They begin 
to take notice of the main three settings, labeled.

VALENTINA

You seeing what I'm seeing?

LUCAS

With these new prescription glasses? Absolutely.

 He steps closer and squints.
Date, time, and location.

He looks back to VALENTINA. 
In what context are all those relevant?

VALENTINA

Hm. Time travel?

LUCAS looks, flabbergasted. 

LUCAS

Wow. You came to that conclusion fast.

VALENTINA

Coincidence, mostly. Last week in Ms. Krisek's class we started 
discussing physics. One lesson lead to another and, before you 
know it, we started in on quantum mechanics.

LUCAS

In a middle school science class?

VALENTINA

Advanced Placement.

LUCAS

Fair enough. So, mind dumbing it down for someone who's not in 
an AP 8th grade science class?

VALENTINA

Long lesson short, time travel, as we theorize it, has three main 
variables: The time in which an event takes place, and the 
movement of the person watching in space... also known as 
spacetime.

LUCAS

And the third?

VALENTINA

Branching timelines... but that's more of a multiverse theory.

LUCAS approaches the board. 

LUCAS

Well, theory or not, I see what you're saying... each of these 
buttons does seem to correlate to time travel. Select your day, 
time, and wherever you want to be...

VALENTINA

Exactly.

She begins pushing random buttons.

LUCAS

What are you doing!?

The room begins to spark and random items 
within come to life.

VALENTINA

Testing my favorite scientific theorem!

LUCAS

Which is!?

VALENTINA

The theory of button-push-a-tivity!

The robot beams alive as sparks begin to open 
in-between its arms.

A door flies open by MARIO, the robot's portal fails, 
and everything crescendos to an abrupt halt.

MARIO

(In the distance)
Guys! A door just opened!

VALENTINA

Great! Unfortunately, a portal did not.

LUCAS

Unfortunately!?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me you didn't want to see a portal leading to a 
different time open?

LUCAS

Not really! Besides, it's bold of you to assume it's a portal. What if 
you broke time?!

VALENTINA

'Broke time?'

LUCAS

You know what I mean! 

VALENTINA

There are worse things. 

LUCAS

Like what?

VALENTINA

Like having multiple Lucas' come through a portal instead.

LUCAS

Fair enough.

Lucas looks down, noticing a picture on the board.

LUCAS

Wait a second... 

He grabs it.
Valentina, look.

She does, in disbelief.

VALENTINA

Is that... Ms. Krisek? 

LUCAS

And Mr. Zero.

MARIO walks up.

MARIO

The computer guy?

LUCAS

Well, teacher but... yeah.

MARIO

Sure, 'teacher.'

LUCAS

My question is, who's that in the middle?

MARIO

Professor Quantum. It says in sharpie right there.

LUCAS

I know, Mario—

MARIO

Like, right beneath his lab coat.

LUCAS

Yes, I got that. That's not what I meant... I meant who is he?

VALENTINA

Wait... 'Professor Quantum'... I think I've heard his name before.

She turns around to think. 
Yeah... yeah!

She turns back.

VALENTINA

You guys are such nerds.

LUCAS

Says the AP Science student.

She pauses for a beat, then smiles and raises her first.

VALENTINA

For science!

All three cheer and jump.

MARIO

This way, my fearless friends!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Hazza!

MARIO

Our answers await, and we will find them in the form of song!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Yeah-- wait, what?

Performed by Mario, Lucas, and Valentina
Scene setup:
 Mario leads them to the exit as the song begins. The area 
transforms as they move toward the mysterious door. The tone is 
energetic and adventurous.

Verse I
MARIO

 We’ve always searched for answers,

 It is what I do best.

 Only now, I’ll find a way out,

 Instead of a way to cheat on our tests—

 Probably because, frankly, this is more adventurous!

Chorus I
MARIO, LUCAS & VALENTINA

 Though there is no teacher, we still have questions

 About this hidden place.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to make it… work.

LUCAS
And even though we’re tempting fate and maybe making a big mess—

ALL
 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse II
LUCAS

 Might we run into a cobra?

MARIO
 Or a vicious lioness?

VALENTINA
 Probably not considering...

 (spoken) We’re literally nowhere near Africa—

MARIO (spoken)
But you never know when it comes to adventure!

ALL
 As long as we have each other, we’ll be BFFs forever!

Chorus II
ALL

 Though there might be lessons, we still have no teacher,

 We’re left without a trace.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to get… out of here.

 And even though we’re tempting fate and making a big mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse III
MARIO

 But what if we got serious about what this could be?

 Like what if there’s a monster, plot, or conspiracy?

 What if we’re at the center of the changing  world?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 Ugh, if we get any more ego-centric, I think I’m gonna hurl.

LUCAS (spoken)
But what if he’s right?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 He’s what?

LUCAS & MARIO (spoken)
He’s right!

VALENTINA
 If Mario’s right, our hopes are out of sight.

(Mario drops to his knees center stage — dramatic tone 
shift)

Bridge
MARIO

 But what if I was the hero?

 What if I was more than just a street-smart man?

 (looks at Valentina)
 Would you see me, baby?

VALENTINA (spoken)
Ew.

(Mario turns to Lucas)

MARIO
 Would you look into my eyes?

LUCAS (spoken)
Unfortunately.

MARIO
 And see that there’s more to me than me!

 (rises to his feet)
 That’s the solution! Yeah, that’s the answer—

 To look within to find our exit faster!

Chorus III
ALL

 Though the exit is no clearer, we still have direction,

 Throughout this hidden place.

 We have found our reason and a rhyme that we can trace.

LUCAS (spoken)
Finally!

ALL
 And even though we’ve tempted fate and maybe made a giant 
mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Final Line 

MARIO (Spoken, with passion)
 And nothing—not even seven deadly men—could stop us from 
succeeding!

(Lights dim. Crescendo. Blackout.)

 

Ms. Krisek talks about him all the time! Quite fondly, actually. I 
think they liked each other...

MARIO

Oh-lala.

LUCAS

What makes you say that?

VALENTINA

Call it a girl's intuition. All I know is that they were friends and for 
some reason that benefitted them a lot, from what she says.

LUCAS

Either way, we know one thing for sure: Whatever this place was 
and whatever that robot is, Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero will have 
some answers.

MARIO

(Raising his arm to the air like a knight)

Hazza! A quest!

The other two look at him. LUCAS joins in.

LUCAS

A Quantum Quest!

MARIO

A Quantum Quest for Quantum Club!

LUCAS

For honor!

MARIO

For glory!

LUCAS and MARIO come together, raising their fists high. 
VALENTINA shakes her head.

20

Prev
iew

 Vers
ion 

Unau
thoriz

ed
 Copy



MARIO

You know, I really did not expect that this random shed door 
would have a fully mechanized locking system.

LUCAS

I don't think anyone expected that or would have any 
reason to. Ever.

VALENTINA

I'm just surprised Bobbert decided to listen.

LUCAS

Me too. I understand why he bullies us, but listening?

MARIO

Maybe he's turning a new leaf?

VALENTINA

After what happened between us? I doubt it. Bobbert changing is 
just as wishful thinking as us thinking we're going to get out of 
here.

MARIO

Well, if it's a wish you want, why don't you make one upon a star?

MARIO pulls out a flashlight and lights up LUCAS and 
VALENTINA.

VALENTINA

... that's not a star.

MARIO sighs.
LUCAS

Where did you get that?

MARIO

I had one on my Beanie Baby.

They take pause.

 LUCA

'My?'

MARIO

Really? That's what you focus on?

VALENTINA

You take your Beanie Babies to school?

MARIO

Please, don't start.

LUCAS

You're making it very hard not to.

MARIO

You both should be thanking me right now! If it wasn't for my love 
of collectables, you both would be riffing in darkness!

VALENTINA

You know what, he's right. We're being ungrateful. It's not every 
day you can be saved by a little girl's toy.

MARIO

Oh, give me a break.

MARIO walks between the two as they smirk and follow. 
MARIO looks around...

What is this place? 

The group looks around as bits and pieces of the area come 
into view. Vines dangle from the walls, greenery surrounds, 
and bits and pieces of what seems to be a lab come into 
view.

LUCAS

I think the better question is why is it on school grounds?

MARIO

Maybe the school gets tax deductions from it?

VALENTINA

What do you know about tax deductions?

MARIO

That rich people benefit from them the most.

LUCAS

Oh... yeah, I guess that's something.

Something catches VALENTINA's eye. 

VALENTINA

Look!

MARIO turns, shining light on some laboratory flashlights. 
She runs over and grabs them, tossing one to LUCAS. The 
two then turn them on, lighting up more of the lab to reveal 
a human-sized robot at the lab's center.
At first, the kids jump in fear, then they calm.

VALENTINA

What is that?

LUCAS

I don't know... I'm seeing it for the first time, too.

VALENTINA

Ha ha, very funny.

She approaches the creation.
How long do you think this been down here?

LUCAS

By the looks of it, maybe five, six years?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me that a secret lab harboring advanced 
technology has been underneath Newton Middle School for at 
least six years?

LUCAS

Maybe ten.

MARIO

(Sarcastic)

Great! Great... no biggie.

VALENTINA

It's kind of a biggie. 

LUCAS

Yup. Biggie Smalls.

 The group turns to LUCAS awkwardly.

VALENTINA

You listen to The Notorious B.I.G.?

LUCAS

On occasion.

VALENTINA

I did not expect that...

MARIO

Too be fair, so does my mom.

VALENTINA 

(To MARIO)

So you listen too?

MARIO

I mean... guilty by association, I guess.

VALENTINA

(To both)

I had no idea you both had tasted of the fruits of the Hip- Hop tree.

LUCAS

After what you just said, I'm just as surprised at you as you are to 
me.

VALENTINA

Please. It's called poetry, which is what real Hip-Hop is.

 MARIO

Word to ya motha.

The group continues to look around. 

LUCAS

All right, let's look for something to help us get out of here.

LUCAS and MARIO walk away from VALENTINA and 
examine the lab more intensely. She keeps examining the 
area around the robot.

MARIO

What are we even looking for?

LUCAS

I don't know. A lever. A button. Something.

MARIO

Oh, good. Should I keep an eye out for a big sign that says 'exit to 
scary underground lab this way?'

LUCAS

Only if you think you can read that many words at once.

MARIO

You know what--

VALENTINA examines a board of buttons.

VALENTINA

Guys! I found Something!

She presses a button and the room of vines and decay 
comes alive as lights light up every corner, the robot at the 

center sitting up achy-like, electricity, gear movement, and 
other lab-related objects shifting and letting out many 
ominous sounds. The three look in awe.

MARIO

Oh—

LUCAS

Snap! What the—

VALENTINA

Heck?

The room settles and the three come back together at the 
center.

LUCAS

That was... unexpected.

VALENTINA

 Unexpected!? More like incredible!

MARIO

Incredibly alarming.

VALENTINA

More like alarmingly incredible!

MARIO

Okay, can we not?

LUCAS

(Nervously)

You're both taking this incredibly well.

VALENTINA

You're not?

LUCAS

I think I have a healthy, normal level of taking of this situation.

VALENTINA

Oh, don't be such a baby.

MARIO

I agree.

LUCAS

Beanie babies.

MARIO

And on that note, I'm gonna continue exploring anywhere other 
than here until I find us a way out.

MARIO leaves the two as VALENTINA and LUCAS Go over 
to the bot.

VALENTINA 

(To LUCAS)

Everything else seems fully functioning... except for this guy.

LUCAS

Maybe he needs more power?

VALENTINA

Maybe...

She looks over at the control center.
Button board? 

LUCAS

Button board.

LUCAS and VALENTINA go to the button board. They begin 
to take notice of the main three settings, labeled.

VALENTINA

You seeing what I'm seeing?

LUCAS

With these new prescription glasses? Absolutely.

 He steps closer and squints.
Date, time, and location.

He looks back to VALENTINA. 
In what context are all those relevant?

VALENTINA

Hm. Time travel?

LUCAS looks, flabbergasted. 

LUCAS

Wow. You came to that conclusion fast.

VALENTINA

Coincidence, mostly. Last week in Ms. Krisek's class we started 
discussing physics. One lesson lead to another and, before you 
know it, we started in on quantum mechanics.

LUCAS

In a middle school science class?

VALENTINA

Advanced Placement.

LUCAS

Fair enough. So, mind dumbing it down for someone who's not in 
an AP 8th grade science class?

VALENTINA

Long lesson short, time travel, as we theorize it, has three main 
variables: The time in which an event takes place, and the 
movement of the person watching in space... also known as 
spacetime.

LUCAS

And the third?

VALENTINA

Branching timelines... but that's more of a multiverse theory.

LUCAS approaches the board. 

LUCAS

Well, theory or not, I see what you're saying... each of these 
buttons does seem to correlate to time travel. Select your day, 
time, and wherever you want to be...

VALENTINA

Exactly.

She begins pushing random buttons.

LUCAS

What are you doing!?

The room begins to spark and random items 
within come to life.

VALENTINA

Testing my favorite scientific theorem!

LUCAS

Which is!?

VALENTINA

The theory of button-push-a-tivity!

The robot beams alive as sparks begin to open 
in-between its arms.

A door flies open by MARIO, the robot's portal fails, 
and everything crescendos to an abrupt halt.

MARIO

(In the distance)
Guys! A door just opened!

VALENTINA

Great! Unfortunately, a portal did not.

LUCAS

Unfortunately!?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me you didn't want to see a portal leading to a 
different time open?

LUCAS

Not really! Besides, it's bold of you to assume it's a portal. What if 
you broke time?!

VALENTINA

'Broke time?'

LUCAS

You know what I mean! 

VALENTINA

There are worse things. 

LUCAS

Like what?

VALENTINA

Like having multiple Lucas' come through a portal instead.

LUCAS

Fair enough.

Lucas looks down, noticing a picture on the board.

LUCAS

Wait a second... 

He grabs it.
Valentina, look.

She does, in disbelief.

VALENTINA

Is that... Ms. Krisek? 

LUCAS

And Mr. Zero.

MARIO walks up.

MARIO

The computer guy?

LUCAS

Well, teacher but... yeah.

MARIO

Sure, 'teacher.'

LUCAS

My question is, who's that in the middle?

MARIO

Professor Quantum. It says in sharpie right there.

LUCAS

I know, Mario—

MARIO

Like, right beneath his lab coat.

LUCAS

Yes, I got that. That's not what I meant... I meant who is he?

VALENTINA

Wait... 'Professor Quantum'... I think I've heard his name before.

She turns around to think. 
Yeah... yeah!

She turns back.

VALENTINA

You guys are such nerds.

LUCAS

Says the AP Science student.

She pauses for a beat, then smiles and raises her first.

VALENTINA

For science!

All three cheer and jump.

MARIO

This way, my fearless friends!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Hazza!

MARIO

Our answers await, and we will find them in the form of song!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Yeah-- wait, what?

Performed by Mario, Lucas, and Valentina
Scene setup:
 Mario leads them to the exit as the song begins. The area 
transforms as they move toward the mysterious door. The tone is 
energetic and adventurous.

Verse I
MARIO

 We’ve always searched for answers,

 It is what I do best.

 Only now, I’ll find a way out,

 Instead of a way to cheat on our tests—

 Probably because, frankly, this is more adventurous!

Chorus I
MARIO, LUCAS & VALENTINA

 Though there is no teacher, we still have questions

 About this hidden place.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to make it… work.

LUCAS
And even though we’re tempting fate and maybe making a big mess—

ALL
 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse II
LUCAS

 Might we run into a cobra?

MARIO
 Or a vicious lioness?

VALENTINA
 Probably not considering...

 (spoken) We’re literally nowhere near Africa—

MARIO (spoken)
But you never know when it comes to adventure!

ALL
 As long as we have each other, we’ll be BFFs forever!

Chorus II
ALL

 Though there might be lessons, we still have no teacher,

 We’re left without a trace.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to get… out of here.

 And even though we’re tempting fate and making a big mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse III
MARIO

 But what if we got serious about what this could be?

 Like what if there’s a monster, plot, or conspiracy?

 What if we’re at the center of the changing  world?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 Ugh, if we get any more ego-centric, I think I’m gonna hurl.

LUCAS (spoken)
But what if he’s right?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 He’s what?

LUCAS & MARIO (spoken)
He’s right!

VALENTINA
 If Mario’s right, our hopes are out of sight.

(Mario drops to his knees center stage — dramatic tone 
shift)

Bridge
MARIO

 But what if I was the hero?

 What if I was more than just a street-smart man?

 (looks at Valentina)
 Would you see me, baby?

VALENTINA (spoken)
Ew.

(Mario turns to Lucas)

MARIO
 Would you look into my eyes?

LUCAS (spoken)
Unfortunately.

MARIO
 And see that there’s more to me than me!

 (rises to his feet)
 That’s the solution! Yeah, that’s the answer—

 To look within to find our exit faster!

Chorus III
ALL

 Though the exit is no clearer, we still have direction,

 Throughout this hidden place.

 We have found our reason and a rhyme that we can trace.

LUCAS (spoken)
Finally!

ALL
 And even though we’ve tempted fate and maybe made a giant 
mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Final Line 

MARIO (Spoken, with passion)
 And nothing—not even seven deadly men—could stop us from 
succeeding!

(Lights dim. Crescendo. Blackout.)
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Ms. Krisek talks about him all the time! Quite fondly, actually. I 
think they liked each other...

MARIO

Oh-lala.

LUCAS

What makes you say that?

VALENTINA

Call it a girl's intuition. All I know is that they were friends and for 
some reason that benefitted them a lot, from what she says.

LUCAS

Either way, we know one thing for sure: Whatever this place was 
and whatever that robot is, Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero will have 
some answers.

MARIO

(Raising his arm to the air like a knight)

Hazza! A quest!

The other two look at him. LUCAS joins in.

LUCAS

A Quantum Quest!

MARIO

A Quantum Quest for Quantum Club!

LUCAS

For honor!

MARIO

For glory!

LUCAS and MARIO come together, raising their fists high. 
VALENTINA shakes her head.
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MARIO

You know, I really did not expect that this random shed door 
would have a fully mechanized locking system.

LUCAS

I don't think anyone expected that or would have any 
reason to. Ever.

VALENTINA

I'm just surprised Bobbert decided to listen.

LUCAS

Me too. I understand why he bullies us, but listening?

MARIO

Maybe he's turning a new leaf?

VALENTINA

After what happened between us? I doubt it. Bobbert changing is 
just as wishful thinking as us thinking we're going to get out of 
here.

MARIO

Well, if it's a wish you want, why don't you make one upon a star?

MARIO pulls out a flashlight and lights up LUCAS and 
VALENTINA.

VALENTINA

... that's not a star.

MARIO sighs.
LUCAS

Where did you get that?

MARIO

I had one on my Beanie Baby.

They take pause.

 LUCA

'My?'

MARIO

Really? That's what you focus on?

VALENTINA

You take your Beanie Babies to school?

MARIO

Please, don't start.

LUCAS

You're making it very hard not to.

MARIO

You both should be thanking me right now! If it wasn't for my love 
of collectables, you both would be riffing in darkness!

VALENTINA

You know what, he's right. We're being ungrateful. It's not every 
day you can be saved by a little girl's toy.

MARIO

Oh, give me a break.

MARIO walks between the two as they smirk and follow. 
MARIO looks around...

What is this place? 

The group looks around as bits and pieces of the area come 
into view. Vines dangle from the walls, greenery surrounds, 
and bits and pieces of what seems to be a lab come into 
view.

LUCAS

I think the better question is why is it on school grounds?

MARIO

Maybe the school gets tax deductions from it?

VALENTINA

What do you know about tax deductions?

MARIO

That rich people benefit from them the most.

LUCAS

Oh... yeah, I guess that's something.

Something catches VALENTINA's eye. 

VALENTINA

Look!

MARIO turns, shining light on some laboratory flashlights. 
She runs over and grabs them, tossing one to LUCAS. The 
two then turn them on, lighting up more of the lab to reveal 
a human-sized robot at the lab's center.
At first, the kids jump in fear, then they calm.

VALENTINA

What is that?

LUCAS

I don't know... I'm seeing it for the first time, too.

VALENTINA

Ha ha, very funny.

She approaches the creation.
How long do you think this been down here?

LUCAS

By the looks of it, maybe five, six years?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me that a secret lab harboring advanced 
technology has been underneath Newton Middle School for at 
least six years?

LUCAS

Maybe ten.

MARIO

(Sarcastic)

Great! Great... no biggie.

VALENTINA

It's kind of a biggie. 

LUCAS

Yup. Biggie Smalls.

 The group turns to LUCAS awkwardly.

VALENTINA

You listen to The Notorious B.I.G.?

LUCAS

On occasion.

VALENTINA

I did not expect that...

MARIO

Too be fair, so does my mom.

VALENTINA 

(To MARIO)

So you listen too?

MARIO

I mean... guilty by association, I guess.

VALENTINA

(To both)

I had no idea you both had tasted of the fruits of the Hip- Hop tree.

LUCAS

After what you just said, I'm just as surprised at you as you are to 
me.

VALENTINA

Please. It's called poetry, which is what real Hip-Hop is.

 MARIO

Word to ya motha.

The group continues to look around. 

LUCAS

All right, let's look for something to help us get out of here.

LUCAS and MARIO walk away from VALENTINA and 
examine the lab more intensely. She keeps examining the 
area around the robot.

MARIO

What are we even looking for?

LUCAS

I don't know. A lever. A button. Something.

MARIO

Oh, good. Should I keep an eye out for a big sign that says 'exit to 
scary underground lab this way?'

LUCAS

Only if you think you can read that many words at once.

MARIO

You know what--

VALENTINA examines a board of buttons.

VALENTINA

Guys! I found Something!

She presses a button and the room of vines and decay 
comes alive as lights light up every corner, the robot at the 

center sitting up achy-like, electricity, gear movement, and 
other lab-related objects shifting and letting out many 
ominous sounds. The three look in awe.

MARIO

Oh—

LUCAS

Snap! What the—

VALENTINA

Heck?

The room settles and the three come back together at the 
center.

LUCAS

That was... unexpected.

VALENTINA

 Unexpected!? More like incredible!

MARIO

Incredibly alarming.

VALENTINA

More like alarmingly incredible!

MARIO

Okay, can we not?

LUCAS

(Nervously)

You're both taking this incredibly well.

VALENTINA

You're not?

LUCAS

I think I have a healthy, normal level of taking of this situation.

VALENTINA

Oh, don't be such a baby.

MARIO

I agree.

LUCAS

Beanie babies.

MARIO

And on that note, I'm gonna continue exploring anywhere other 
than here until I find us a way out.

MARIO leaves the two as VALENTINA and LUCAS Go over 
to the bot.

VALENTINA 

(To LUCAS)

Everything else seems fully functioning... except for this guy.

LUCAS

Maybe he needs more power?

VALENTINA

Maybe...

She looks over at the control center.
Button board? 

LUCAS

Button board.

LUCAS and VALENTINA go to the button board. They begin 
to take notice of the main three settings, labeled.

VALENTINA

You seeing what I'm seeing?

LUCAS

With these new prescription glasses? Absolutely.

 He steps closer and squints.
Date, time, and location.

He looks back to VALENTINA. 
In what context are all those relevant?

VALENTINA

Hm. Time travel?

LUCAS looks, flabbergasted. 

LUCAS

Wow. You came to that conclusion fast.

VALENTINA

Coincidence, mostly. Last week in Ms. Krisek's class we started 
discussing physics. One lesson lead to another and, before you 
know it, we started in on quantum mechanics.

LUCAS

In a middle school science class?

VALENTINA

Advanced Placement.

LUCAS

Fair enough. So, mind dumbing it down for someone who's not in 
an AP 8th grade science class?

VALENTINA

Long lesson short, time travel, as we theorize it, has three main 
variables: The time in which an event takes place, and the 
movement of the person watching in space... also known as 
spacetime.

LUCAS

And the third?

VALENTINA

Branching timelines... but that's more of a multiverse theory.

LUCAS approaches the board. 

LUCAS

Well, theory or not, I see what you're saying... each of these 
buttons does seem to correlate to time travel. Select your day, 
time, and wherever you want to be...

VALENTINA

Exactly.

She begins pushing random buttons.

LUCAS

What are you doing!?

The room begins to spark and random items 
within come to life.

VALENTINA

Testing my favorite scientific theorem!

LUCAS

Which is!?

VALENTINA

The theory of button-push-a-tivity!

The robot beams alive as sparks begin to open 
in-between its arms.

A door flies open by MARIO, the robot's portal fails, 
and everything crescendos to an abrupt halt.

MARIO

(In the distance)
Guys! A door just opened!

VALENTINA

Great! Unfortunately, a portal did not.

LUCAS

Unfortunately!?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me you didn't want to see a portal leading to a 
different time open?

LUCAS

Not really! Besides, it's bold of you to assume it's a portal. What if 
you broke time?!

VALENTINA

'Broke time?'

LUCAS

You know what I mean! 

VALENTINA

There are worse things. 

LUCAS

Like what?

VALENTINA

Like having multiple Lucas' come through a portal instead.

LUCAS

Fair enough.

Lucas looks down, noticing a picture on the board.

LUCAS

Wait a second... 

He grabs it.
Valentina, look.

She does, in disbelief.

VALENTINA

Is that... Ms. Krisek? 

LUCAS

And Mr. Zero.

MARIO walks up.

MARIO

The computer guy?

LUCAS

Well, teacher but... yeah.

MARIO

Sure, 'teacher.'

LUCAS

My question is, who's that in the middle?

MARIO

Professor Quantum. It says in sharpie right there.

LUCAS

I know, Mario—

MARIO

Like, right beneath his lab coat.

LUCAS

Yes, I got that. That's not what I meant... I meant who is he?

VALENTINA

Wait... 'Professor Quantum'... I think I've heard his name before.

She turns around to think. 
Yeah... yeah!

She turns back.

VALENTINA

You guys are such nerds.

LUCAS

Says the AP Science student.

She pauses for a beat, then smiles and raises her first.

VALENTINA

For science!

All three cheer and jump.

MARIO

This way, my fearless friends!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Hazza!

MARIO

Our answers await, and we will find them in the form of song!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Yeah-- wait, what?

Performed by Mario, Lucas, and Valentina
Scene setup:
 Mario leads them to the exit as the song begins. The area 
transforms as they move toward the mysterious door. The tone is 
energetic and adventurous.

Verse I
MARIO

 We’ve always searched for answers,

 It is what I do best.

 Only now, I’ll find a way out,

 Instead of a way to cheat on our tests—

 Probably because, frankly, this is more adventurous!

Chorus I
MARIO, LUCAS & VALENTINA

 Though there is no teacher, we still have questions

 About this hidden place.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to make it… work.

LUCAS
And even though we’re tempting fate and maybe making a big mess—

ALL
 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse II
LUCAS

 Might we run into a cobra?

MARIO
 Or a vicious lioness?

VALENTINA
 Probably not considering...

 (spoken) We’re literally nowhere near Africa—

MARIO (spoken)
But you never know when it comes to adventure!

ALL
 As long as we have each other, we’ll be BFFs forever!

Chorus II
ALL

 Though there might be lessons, we still have no teacher,

 We’re left without a trace.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to get… out of here.

 And even though we’re tempting fate and making a big mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse III
MARIO

 But what if we got serious about what this could be?

 Like what if there’s a monster, plot, or conspiracy?

 What if we’re at the center of the changing  world?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 Ugh, if we get any more ego-centric, I think I’m gonna hurl.

LUCAS (spoken)
But what if he’s right?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 He’s what?

LUCAS & MARIO (spoken)
He’s right!

VALENTINA
 If Mario’s right, our hopes are out of sight.

(Mario drops to his knees center stage — dramatic tone 
shift)

Bridge
MARIO

 But what if I was the hero?

 What if I was more than just a street-smart man?

 (looks at Valentina)
 Would you see me, baby?

VALENTINA (spoken)
Ew.

(Mario turns to Lucas)

MARIO
 Would you look into my eyes?

LUCAS (spoken)
Unfortunately.

MARIO
 And see that there’s more to me than me!

 (rises to his feet)
 That’s the solution! Yeah, that’s the answer—

 To look within to find our exit faster!

Chorus III
ALL

 Though the exit is no clearer, we still have direction,

 Throughout this hidden place.

 We have found our reason and a rhyme that we can trace.

LUCAS (spoken)
Finally!

ALL
 And even though we’ve tempted fate and maybe made a giant 
mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Final Line 

MARIO (Spoken, with passion)
 And nothing—not even seven deadly men—could stop us from 
succeeding!

(Lights dim. Crescendo. Blackout.)
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6 BIGGIE: Failed Activation

Ms. Krisek talks about him all the time! Quite fondly, actually. I 
think they liked each other...

MARIO

Oh-lala.

LUCAS

What makes you say that?

VALENTINA

Call it a girl's intuition. All I know is that they were friends and for 
some reason that benefitted them a lot, from what she says.

LUCAS

Either way, we know one thing for sure: Whatever this place was 
and whatever that robot is, Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero will have 
some answers.

MARIO

(Raising his arm to the air like a knight)

Hazza! A quest!

The other two look at him. LUCAS joins in.

LUCAS

A Quantum Quest!

MARIO

A Quantum Quest for Quantum Club!

LUCAS

For honor!

MARIO

For glory!

LUCAS and MARIO come together, raising their fists high. 
VALENTINA shakes her head.
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MARIO

You know, I really did not expect that this random shed door 
would have a fully mechanized locking system.

LUCAS

I don't think anyone expected that or would have any 
reason to. Ever.

VALENTINA

I'm just surprised Bobbert decided to listen.

LUCAS

Me too. I understand why he bullies us, but listening?

MARIO

Maybe he's turning a new leaf?

VALENTINA

After what happened between us? I doubt it. Bobbert changing is 
just as wishful thinking as us thinking we're going to get out of 
here.

MARIO

Well, if it's a wish you want, why don't you make one upon a star?

MARIO pulls out a flashlight and lights up LUCAS and 
VALENTINA.

VALENTINA

... that's not a star.

MARIO sighs.
LUCAS

Where did you get that?

MARIO

I had one on my Beanie Baby.

They take pause.

 LUCA

'My?'

MARIO

Really? That's what you focus on?

VALENTINA

You take your Beanie Babies to school?

MARIO

Please, don't start.

LUCAS

You're making it very hard not to.

MARIO

You both should be thanking me right now! If it wasn't for my love 
of collectables, you both would be riffing in darkness!

VALENTINA

You know what, he's right. We're being ungrateful. It's not every 
day you can be saved by a little girl's toy.

MARIO

Oh, give me a break.

MARIO walks between the two as they smirk and follow. 
MARIO looks around...

What is this place? 

The group looks around as bits and pieces of the area come 
into view. Vines dangle from the walls, greenery surrounds, 
and bits and pieces of what seems to be a lab come into 
view.

LUCAS

I think the better question is why is it on school grounds?

MARIO

Maybe the school gets tax deductions from it?

VALENTINA

What do you know about tax deductions?

MARIO

That rich people benefit from them the most.

LUCAS

Oh... yeah, I guess that's something.

Something catches VALENTINA's eye. 

VALENTINA

Look!

MARIO turns, shining light on some laboratory flashlights. 
She runs over and grabs them, tossing one to LUCAS. The 
two then turn them on, lighting up more of the lab to reveal 
a human-sized robot at the lab's center.
At first, the kids jump in fear, then they calm.

VALENTINA

What is that?

LUCAS

I don't know... I'm seeing it for the first time, too.

VALENTINA

Ha ha, very funny.

She approaches the creation.
How long do you think this been down here?

LUCAS

By the looks of it, maybe five, six years?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me that a secret lab harboring advanced 
technology has been underneath Newton Middle School for at 
least six years?

LUCAS

Maybe ten.

MARIO

(Sarcastic)

Great! Great... no biggie.

VALENTINA

It's kind of a biggie. 

LUCAS

Yup. Biggie Smalls.

 The group turns to LUCAS awkwardly.

VALENTINA

You listen to The Notorious B.I.G.?

LUCAS

On occasion.

VALENTINA

I did not expect that...

MARIO

Too be fair, so does my mom.

VALENTINA 

(To MARIO)

So you listen too?

MARIO

I mean... guilty by association, I guess.

VALENTINA

(To both)

I had no idea you both had tasted of the fruits of the Hip- Hop tree.

LUCAS

After what you just said, I'm just as surprised at you as you are to 
me.

VALENTINA

Please. It's called poetry, which is what real Hip-Hop is.

 MARIO

Word to ya motha.

The group continues to look around. 

LUCAS

All right, let's look for something to help us get out of here.

LUCAS and MARIO walk away from VALENTINA and 
examine the lab more intensely. She keeps examining the 
area around the robot.

MARIO

What are we even looking for?

LUCAS

I don't know. A lever. A button. Something.

MARIO

Oh, good. Should I keep an eye out for a big sign that says 'exit to 
scary underground lab this way?'

LUCAS

Only if you think you can read that many words at once.

MARIO

You know what--

VALENTINA examines a board of buttons.

VALENTINA

Guys! I found Something!

She presses a button and the room of vines and decay 
comes alive as lights light up every corner, the robot at the 

center sitting up achy-like, electricity, gear movement, and 
other lab-related objects shifting and letting out many 
ominous sounds. The three look in awe.

MARIO

Oh—

LUCAS

Snap! What the—

VALENTINA

Heck?

The room settles and the three come back together at the 
center.

LUCAS

That was... unexpected.

VALENTINA

 Unexpected!? More like incredible!

MARIO

Incredibly alarming.

VALENTINA

More like alarmingly incredible!

MARIO

Okay, can we not?

LUCAS

(Nervously)

You're both taking this incredibly well.

VALENTINA

You're not?

LUCAS

I think I have a healthy, normal level of taking of this situation.

VALENTINA

Oh, don't be such a baby.

MARIO

I agree.

LUCAS

Beanie babies.

MARIO

And on that note, I'm gonna continue exploring anywhere other 
than here until I find us a way out.

MARIO leaves the two as VALENTINA and LUCAS Go over 
to the bot.

VALENTINA 

(To LUCAS)

Everything else seems fully functioning... except for this guy.

LUCAS

Maybe he needs more power?

VALENTINA

Maybe...

She looks over at the control center.
Button board? 

LUCAS

Button board.

LUCAS and VALENTINA go to the button board. They begin 
to take notice of the main three settings, labeled.

VALENTINA

You seeing what I'm seeing?

LUCAS

With these new prescription glasses? Absolutely.

 He steps closer and squints.
Date, time, and location.

He looks back to VALENTINA. 
In what context are all those relevant?

VALENTINA

Hm. Time travel?

LUCAS looks, flabbergasted. 

LUCAS

Wow. You came to that conclusion fast.

VALENTINA

Coincidence, mostly. Last week in Ms. Krisek's class we started 
discussing physics. One lesson lead to another and, before you 
know it, we started in on quantum mechanics.

LUCAS

In a middle school science class?

VALENTINA

Advanced Placement.

LUCAS

Fair enough. So, mind dumbing it down for someone who's not in 
an AP 8th grade science class?

VALENTINA

Long lesson short, time travel, as we theorize it, has three main 
variables: The time in which an event takes place, and the 
movement of the person watching in space... also known as 
spacetime.

LUCAS

And the third?

VALENTINA

Branching timelines... but that's more of a multiverse theory.

LUCAS approaches the board. 

LUCAS

Well, theory or not, I see what you're saying... each of these 
buttons does seem to correlate to time travel. Select your day, 
time, and wherever you want to be...

VALENTINA

Exactly.

She begins pushing random buttons.

LUCAS

What are you doing!?

The room begins to spark and random items 
within come to life.

VALENTINA

Testing my favorite scientific theorem!

LUCAS

Which is!?

VALENTINA

The theory of button-push-a-tivity!

The robot beams alive as sparks begin to open 
in-between its arms.

A door flies open by MARIO, the robot's portal fails, 
and everything crescendos to an abrupt halt.

MARIO

(In the distance)
Guys! A door just opened!

VALENTINA

Great! Unfortunately, a portal did not.

LUCAS

Unfortunately!?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me you didn't want to see a portal leading to a 
different time open?

LUCAS

Not really! Besides, it's bold of you to assume it's a portal. What if 
you broke time?!

VALENTINA

'Broke time?'

LUCAS

You know what I mean! 

VALENTINA

There are worse things. 

LUCAS

Like what?

VALENTINA

Like having multiple Lucas' come through a portal instead.

LUCAS

Fair enough.

Lucas looks down, noticing a picture on the board.

LUCAS

Wait a second... 

He grabs it.
Valentina, look.

She does, in disbelief.

VALENTINA

Is that... Ms. Krisek? 

LUCAS

And Mr. Zero.

MARIO walks up.

MARIO

The computer guy?

LUCAS

Well, teacher but... yeah.

MARIO

Sure, 'teacher.'

LUCAS

My question is, who's that in the middle?

MARIO

Professor Quantum. It says in sharpie right there.

LUCAS

I know, Mario—

MARIO

Like, right beneath his lab coat.

LUCAS

Yes, I got that. That's not what I meant... I meant who is he?

VALENTINA

Wait... 'Professor Quantum'... I think I've heard his name before.

She turns around to think. 
Yeah... yeah!

She turns back.

VALENTINA

You guys are such nerds.

LUCAS

Says the AP Science student.

She pauses for a beat, then smiles and raises her first.

VALENTINA

For science!

All three cheer and jump.

MARIO

This way, my fearless friends!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Hazza!

MARIO

Our answers await, and we will find them in the form of song!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Yeah-- wait, what?

Performed by Mario, Lucas, and Valentina
Scene setup:
 Mario leads them to the exit as the song begins. The area 
transforms as they move toward the mysterious door. The tone is 
energetic and adventurous.

Verse I
MARIO

 We’ve always searched for answers,

 It is what I do best.

 Only now, I’ll find a way out,

 Instead of a way to cheat on our tests—

 Probably because, frankly, this is more adventurous!

Chorus I
MARIO, LUCAS & VALENTINA

 Though there is no teacher, we still have questions

 About this hidden place.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to make it… work.

LUCAS
And even though we’re tempting fate and maybe making a big mess—

ALL
 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse II
LUCAS

 Might we run into a cobra?

MARIO
 Or a vicious lioness?

VALENTINA
 Probably not considering...

 (spoken) We’re literally nowhere near Africa—

MARIO (spoken)
But you never know when it comes to adventure!

ALL
 As long as we have each other, we’ll be BFFs forever!

Chorus II
ALL

 Though there might be lessons, we still have no teacher,

 We’re left without a trace.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to get… out of here.

 And even though we’re tempting fate and making a big mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse III
MARIO

 But what if we got serious about what this could be?

 Like what if there’s a monster, plot, or conspiracy?

 What if we’re at the center of the changing  world?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 Ugh, if we get any more ego-centric, I think I’m gonna hurl.

LUCAS (spoken)
But what if he’s right?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 He’s what?

LUCAS & MARIO (spoken)
He’s right!

VALENTINA
 If Mario’s right, our hopes are out of sight.

(Mario drops to his knees center stage — dramatic tone 
shift)

Bridge
MARIO

 But what if I was the hero?

 What if I was more than just a street-smart man?

 (looks at Valentina)
 Would you see me, baby?

VALENTINA (spoken)
Ew.

(Mario turns to Lucas)

MARIO
 Would you look into my eyes?

LUCAS (spoken)
Unfortunately.

MARIO
 And see that there’s more to me than me!

 (rises to his feet)
 That’s the solution! Yeah, that’s the answer—

 To look within to find our exit faster!

Chorus III
ALL

 Though the exit is no clearer, we still have direction,

 Throughout this hidden place.

 We have found our reason and a rhyme that we can trace.

LUCAS (spoken)
Finally!

ALL
 And even though we’ve tempted fate and maybe made a giant 
mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Final Line 

MARIO (Spoken, with passion)
 And nothing—not even seven deadly men—could stop us from 
succeeding!

(Lights dim. Crescendo. Blackout.)
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Ms. Krisek talks about him all the time! Quite fondly, actually. I 
think they liked each other...

MARIO

Oh-lala.

LUCAS

What makes you say that?

VALENTINA

Call it a girl's intuition. All I know is that they were friends and for 
some reason that benefitted them a lot, from what she says.

LUCAS

Either way, we know one thing for sure: Whatever this place was 
and whatever that robot is, Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero will have 
some answers.

MARIO

(Raising his arm to the air like a knight)

Hazza! A quest!

The other two look at him. LUCAS joins in.

LUCAS

A Quantum Quest!

MARIO

A Quantum Quest for Quantum Club!

LUCAS

For honor!

MARIO

For glory!

LUCAS and MARIO come together, raising their fists high. 
VALENTINA shakes her head.
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MARIO

You know, I really did not expect that this random shed door 
would have a fully mechanized locking system.

LUCAS

I don't think anyone expected that or would have any 
reason to. Ever.

VALENTINA

I'm just surprised Bobbert decided to listen.

LUCAS

Me too. I understand why he bullies us, but listening?

MARIO

Maybe he's turning a new leaf?

VALENTINA

After what happened between us? I doubt it. Bobbert changing is 
just as wishful thinking as us thinking we're going to get out of 
here.

MARIO

Well, if it's a wish you want, why don't you make one upon a star?

MARIO pulls out a flashlight and lights up LUCAS and 
VALENTINA.

VALENTINA

... that's not a star.

MARIO sighs.
LUCAS

Where did you get that?

MARIO

I had one on my Beanie Baby.

They take pause.

 LUCA

'My?'

MARIO

Really? That's what you focus on?

VALENTINA

You take your Beanie Babies to school?

MARIO

Please, don't start.

LUCAS

You're making it very hard not to.

MARIO

You both should be thanking me right now! If it wasn't for my love 
of collectables, you both would be riffing in darkness!

VALENTINA

You know what, he's right. We're being ungrateful. It's not every 
day you can be saved by a little girl's toy.

MARIO

Oh, give me a break.

MARIO walks between the two as they smirk and follow. 
MARIO looks around...

What is this place? 

The group looks around as bits and pieces of the area come 
into view. Vines dangle from the walls, greenery surrounds, 
and bits and pieces of what seems to be a lab come into 
view.

LUCAS

I think the better question is why is it on school grounds?

MARIO

Maybe the school gets tax deductions from it?

VALENTINA

What do you know about tax deductions?

MARIO

That rich people benefit from them the most.

LUCAS

Oh... yeah, I guess that's something.

Something catches VALENTINA's eye. 

VALENTINA

Look!

MARIO turns, shining light on some laboratory flashlights. 
She runs over and grabs them, tossing one to LUCAS. The 
two then turn them on, lighting up more of the lab to reveal 
a human-sized robot at the lab's center.
At first, the kids jump in fear, then they calm.

VALENTINA

What is that?

LUCAS

I don't know... I'm seeing it for the first time, too.

VALENTINA

Ha ha, very funny.

She approaches the creation.
How long do you think this been down here?

LUCAS

By the looks of it, maybe five, six years?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me that a secret lab harboring advanced 
technology has been underneath Newton Middle School for at 
least six years?

LUCAS

Maybe ten.

MARIO

(Sarcastic)

Great! Great... no biggie.

VALENTINA

It's kind of a biggie. 

LUCAS

Yup. Biggie Smalls.

 The group turns to LUCAS awkwardly.

VALENTINA

You listen to The Notorious B.I.G.?

LUCAS

On occasion.

VALENTINA

I did not expect that...

MARIO

Too be fair, so does my mom.

VALENTINA 

(To MARIO)

So you listen too?

MARIO

I mean... guilty by association, I guess.

VALENTINA

(To both)

I had no idea you both had tasted of the fruits of the Hip- Hop tree.

LUCAS

After what you just said, I'm just as surprised at you as you are to 
me.

VALENTINA

Please. It's called poetry, which is what real Hip-Hop is.

 MARIO

Word to ya motha.

The group continues to look around. 

LUCAS

All right, let's look for something to help us get out of here.

LUCAS and MARIO walk away from VALENTINA and 
examine the lab more intensely. She keeps examining the 
area around the robot.

MARIO

What are we even looking for?

LUCAS

I don't know. A lever. A button. Something.

MARIO

Oh, good. Should I keep an eye out for a big sign that says 'exit to 
scary underground lab this way?'

LUCAS

Only if you think you can read that many words at once.

MARIO

You know what--

VALENTINA examines a board of buttons.

VALENTINA

Guys! I found Something!

She presses a button and the room of vines and decay 
comes alive as lights light up every corner, the robot at the 

center sitting up achy-like, electricity, gear movement, and 
other lab-related objects shifting and letting out many 
ominous sounds. The three look in awe.

MARIO

Oh—

LUCAS

Snap! What the—

VALENTINA

Heck?

The room settles and the three come back together at the 
center.

LUCAS

That was... unexpected.

VALENTINA

 Unexpected!? More like incredible!

MARIO

Incredibly alarming.

VALENTINA

More like alarmingly incredible!

MARIO

Okay, can we not?

LUCAS

(Nervously)

You're both taking this incredibly well.

VALENTINA

You're not?

LUCAS

I think I have a healthy, normal level of taking of this situation.

VALENTINA

Oh, don't be such a baby.

MARIO

I agree.

LUCAS

Beanie babies.

MARIO

And on that note, I'm gonna continue exploring anywhere other 
than here until I find us a way out.

MARIO leaves the two as VALENTINA and LUCAS Go over 
to the bot.

VALENTINA 

(To LUCAS)

Everything else seems fully functioning... except for this guy.

LUCAS

Maybe he needs more power?

VALENTINA

Maybe...

She looks over at the control center.
Button board? 

LUCAS

Button board.

LUCAS and VALENTINA go to the button board. They begin 
to take notice of the main three settings, labeled.

VALENTINA

You seeing what I'm seeing?

LUCAS

With these new prescription glasses? Absolutely.

 He steps closer and squints.
Date, time, and location.

He looks back to VALENTINA. 
In what context are all those relevant?

VALENTINA

Hm. Time travel?

LUCAS looks, flabbergasted. 

LUCAS

Wow. You came to that conclusion fast.

VALENTINA

Coincidence, mostly. Last week in Ms. Krisek's class we started 
discussing physics. One lesson lead to another and, before you 
know it, we started in on quantum mechanics.

LUCAS

In a middle school science class?

VALENTINA

Advanced Placement.

LUCAS

Fair enough. So, mind dumbing it down for someone who's not in 
an AP 8th grade science class?

VALENTINA

Long lesson short, time travel, as we theorize it, has three main 
variables: The time in which an event takes place, and the 
movement of the person watching in space... also known as 
spacetime.

LUCAS

And the third?

VALENTINA

Branching timelines... but that's more of a multiverse theory.

LUCAS approaches the board. 

LUCAS

Well, theory or not, I see what you're saying... each of these 
buttons does seem to correlate to time travel. Select your day, 
time, and wherever you want to be...

VALENTINA

Exactly.

She begins pushing random buttons.

LUCAS

What are you doing!?

The room begins to spark and random items 
within come to life.

VALENTINA

Testing my favorite scientific theorem!

LUCAS

Which is!?

VALENTINA

The theory of button-push-a-tivity!

The robot beams alive as sparks begin to open 
in-between its arms.

A door flies open by MARIO, the robot's portal fails, 
and everything crescendos to an abrupt halt.

MARIO

(In the distance)
Guys! A door just opened!

VALENTINA

Great! Unfortunately, a portal did not.

LUCAS

Unfortunately!?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me you didn't want to see a portal leading to a 
different time open?

LUCAS

Not really! Besides, it's bold of you to assume it's a portal. What if 
you broke time?!

VALENTINA

'Broke time?'

LUCAS

You know what I mean! 

VALENTINA

There are worse things. 

LUCAS

Like what?

VALENTINA

Like having multiple Lucas' come through a portal instead.

LUCAS

Fair enough.

Lucas looks down, noticing a picture on the board.

LUCAS

Wait a second... 

He grabs it.
Valentina, look.

She does, in disbelief.

VALENTINA

Is that... Ms. Krisek? 

LUCAS

And Mr. Zero.

MARIO walks up.

MARIO

The computer guy?

LUCAS

Well, teacher but... yeah.

MARIO

Sure, 'teacher.'

LUCAS

My question is, who's that in the middle?

MARIO

Professor Quantum. It says in sharpie right there.

LUCAS

I know, Mario—

MARIO

Like, right beneath his lab coat.

LUCAS

Yes, I got that. That's not what I meant... I meant who is he?

VALENTINA

Wait... 'Professor Quantum'... I think I've heard his name before.

She turns around to think. 
Yeah... yeah!

She turns back.

VALENTINA

You guys are such nerds.

LUCAS

Says the AP Science student.

She pauses for a beat, then smiles and raises her first.

VALENTINA

For science!

All three cheer and jump.

MARIO

This way, my fearless friends!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Hazza!

MARIO

Our answers await, and we will find them in the form of song!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Yeah-- wait, what?

Performed by Mario, Lucas, and Valentina
Scene setup:
 Mario leads them to the exit as the song begins. The area 
transforms as they move toward the mysterious door. The tone is 
energetic and adventurous.

Verse I
MARIO

 We’ve always searched for answers,

 It is what I do best.

 Only now, I’ll find a way out,

 Instead of a way to cheat on our tests—

 Probably because, frankly, this is more adventurous!

Chorus I
MARIO, LUCAS & VALENTINA

 Though there is no teacher, we still have questions

 About this hidden place.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to make it… work.

LUCAS
And even though we’re tempting fate and maybe making a big mess—

ALL
 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse II
LUCAS

 Might we run into a cobra?

MARIO
 Or a vicious lioness?

VALENTINA
 Probably not considering...

 (spoken) We’re literally nowhere near Africa—

MARIO (spoken)
But you never know when it comes to adventure!

ALL
 As long as we have each other, we’ll be BFFs forever!

Chorus II
ALL

 Though there might be lessons, we still have no teacher,

 We’re left without a trace.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to get… out of here.

 And even though we’re tempting fate and making a big mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse III
MARIO

 But what if we got serious about what this could be?

 Like what if there’s a monster, plot, or conspiracy?

 What if we’re at the center of the changing  world?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 Ugh, if we get any more ego-centric, I think I’m gonna hurl.

LUCAS (spoken)
But what if he’s right?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 He’s what?

LUCAS & MARIO (spoken)
He’s right!

VALENTINA
 If Mario’s right, our hopes are out of sight.

(Mario drops to his knees center stage — dramatic tone 
shift)

Bridge
MARIO

 But what if I was the hero?

 What if I was more than just a street-smart man?

 (looks at Valentina)
 Would you see me, baby?

VALENTINA (spoken)
Ew.

(Mario turns to Lucas)

MARIO
 Would you look into my eyes?

LUCAS (spoken)
Unfortunately.

MARIO
 And see that there’s more to me than me!

 (rises to his feet)
 That’s the solution! Yeah, that’s the answer—

 To look within to find our exit faster!

Chorus III
ALL

 Though the exit is no clearer, we still have direction,

 Throughout this hidden place.

 We have found our reason and a rhyme that we can trace.

LUCAS (spoken)
Finally!

ALL
 And even though we’ve tempted fate and maybe made a giant 
mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Final Line 

MARIO (Spoken, with passion)
 And nothing—not even seven deadly men—could stop us from 
succeeding!

(Lights dim. Crescendo. Blackout.)
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Ms. Krisek talks about him all the time! Quite fondly, actually. I 
think they liked each other...

MARIO

Oh-lala.

LUCAS

What makes you say that?

VALENTINA

Call it a girl's intuition. All I know is that they were friends and for 
some reason that benefitted them a lot, from what she says.

LUCAS

Either way, we know one thing for sure: Whatever this place was 
and whatever that robot is, Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero will have 
some answers.

MARIO

(Raising his arm to the air like a knight)

Hazza! A quest!

The other two look at him. LUCAS joins in.

LUCAS

A Quantum Quest!

MARIO

A Quantum Quest for Quantum Club!

LUCAS

For honor!

MARIO

For glory!

LUCAS and MARIO come together, raising their fists high. 
VALENTINA shakes her head.
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MARIO

You know, I really did not expect that this random shed door 
would have a fully mechanized locking system.

LUCAS

I don't think anyone expected that or would have any 
reason to. Ever.

VALENTINA

I'm just surprised Bobbert decided to listen.

LUCAS

Me too. I understand why he bullies us, but listening?

MARIO

Maybe he's turning a new leaf?

VALENTINA

After what happened between us? I doubt it. Bobbert changing is 
just as wishful thinking as us thinking we're going to get out of 
here.

MARIO

Well, if it's a wish you want, why don't you make one upon a star?

MARIO pulls out a flashlight and lights up LUCAS and 
VALENTINA.

VALENTINA

... that's not a star.

MARIO sighs.
LUCAS

Where did you get that?

MARIO

I had one on my Beanie Baby.

They take pause.

 LUCA

'My?'

MARIO

Really? That's what you focus on?

VALENTINA

You take your Beanie Babies to school?

MARIO

Please, don't start.

LUCAS

You're making it very hard not to.

MARIO

You both should be thanking me right now! If it wasn't for my love 
of collectables, you both would be riffing in darkness!

VALENTINA

You know what, he's right. We're being ungrateful. It's not every 
day you can be saved by a little girl's toy.

MARIO

Oh, give me a break.

MARIO walks between the two as they smirk and follow. 
MARIO looks around...

What is this place? 

The group looks around as bits and pieces of the area come 
into view. Vines dangle from the walls, greenery surrounds, 
and bits and pieces of what seems to be a lab come into 
view.

LUCAS

I think the better question is why is it on school grounds?

MARIO

Maybe the school gets tax deductions from it?

VALENTINA

What do you know about tax deductions?

MARIO

That rich people benefit from them the most.

LUCAS

Oh... yeah, I guess that's something.

Something catches VALENTINA's eye. 

VALENTINA

Look!

MARIO turns, shining light on some laboratory flashlights. 
She runs over and grabs them, tossing one to LUCAS. The 
two then turn them on, lighting up more of the lab to reveal 
a human-sized robot at the lab's center.
At first, the kids jump in fear, then they calm.

VALENTINA

What is that?

LUCAS

I don't know... I'm seeing it for the first time, too.

VALENTINA

Ha ha, very funny.

She approaches the creation.
How long do you think this been down here?

LUCAS

By the looks of it, maybe five, six years?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me that a secret lab harboring advanced 
technology has been underneath Newton Middle School for at 
least six years?

LUCAS

Maybe ten.

MARIO

(Sarcastic)

Great! Great... no biggie.

VALENTINA

It's kind of a biggie. 

LUCAS

Yup. Biggie Smalls.

 The group turns to LUCAS awkwardly.

VALENTINA

You listen to The Notorious B.I.G.?

LUCAS

On occasion.

VALENTINA

I did not expect that...

MARIO

Too be fair, so does my mom.

VALENTINA 

(To MARIO)

So you listen too?

MARIO

I mean... guilty by association, I guess.

VALENTINA

(To both)

I had no idea you both had tasted of the fruits of the Hip- Hop tree.

LUCAS

After what you just said, I'm just as surprised at you as you are to 
me.

VALENTINA

Please. It's called poetry, which is what real Hip-Hop is.

 MARIO

Word to ya motha.

The group continues to look around. 

LUCAS

All right, let's look for something to help us get out of here.

LUCAS and MARIO walk away from VALENTINA and 
examine the lab more intensely. She keeps examining the 
area around the robot.

MARIO

What are we even looking for?

LUCAS

I don't know. A lever. A button. Something.

MARIO

Oh, good. Should I keep an eye out for a big sign that says 'exit to 
scary underground lab this way?'

LUCAS

Only if you think you can read that many words at once.

MARIO

You know what--

VALENTINA examines a board of buttons.

VALENTINA

Guys! I found Something!

She presses a button and the room of vines and decay 
comes alive as lights light up every corner, the robot at the 

center sitting up achy-like, electricity, gear movement, and 
other lab-related objects shifting and letting out many 
ominous sounds. The three look in awe.

MARIO

Oh—

LUCAS

Snap! What the—

VALENTINA

Heck?

The room settles and the three come back together at the 
center.

LUCAS

That was... unexpected.

VALENTINA

 Unexpected!? More like incredible!

MARIO

Incredibly alarming.

VALENTINA

More like alarmingly incredible!

MARIO

Okay, can we not?

LUCAS

(Nervously)

You're both taking this incredibly well.

VALENTINA

You're not?

LUCAS

I think I have a healthy, normal level of taking of this situation.

VALENTINA

Oh, don't be such a baby.

MARIO

I agree.

LUCAS

Beanie babies.

MARIO

And on that note, I'm gonna continue exploring anywhere other 
than here until I find us a way out.

MARIO leaves the two as VALENTINA and LUCAS Go over 
to the bot.

VALENTINA 

(To LUCAS)

Everything else seems fully functioning... except for this guy.

LUCAS

Maybe he needs more power?

VALENTINA

Maybe...

She looks over at the control center.
Button board? 

LUCAS

Button board.

LUCAS and VALENTINA go to the button board. They begin 
to take notice of the main three settings, labeled.

VALENTINA

You seeing what I'm seeing?

LUCAS

With these new prescription glasses? Absolutely.

 He steps closer and squints.
Date, time, and location.

He looks back to VALENTINA. 
In what context are all those relevant?

VALENTINA

Hm. Time travel?

LUCAS looks, flabbergasted. 

LUCAS

Wow. You came to that conclusion fast.

VALENTINA

Coincidence, mostly. Last week in Ms. Krisek's class we started 
discussing physics. One lesson lead to another and, before you 
know it, we started in on quantum mechanics.

LUCAS

In a middle school science class?

VALENTINA

Advanced Placement.

LUCAS

Fair enough. So, mind dumbing it down for someone who's not in 
an AP 8th grade science class?

VALENTINA

Long lesson short, time travel, as we theorize it, has three main 
variables: The time in which an event takes place, and the 
movement of the person watching in space... also known as 
spacetime.

LUCAS

And the third?

VALENTINA

Branching timelines... but that's more of a multiverse theory.

LUCAS approaches the board. 

LUCAS

Well, theory or not, I see what you're saying... each of these 
buttons does seem to correlate to time travel. Select your day, 
time, and wherever you want to be...

VALENTINA

Exactly.

She begins pushing random buttons.

LUCAS

What are you doing!?

The room begins to spark and random items 
within come to life.

VALENTINA

Testing my favorite scientific theorem!

LUCAS

Which is!?

VALENTINA

The theory of button-push-a-tivity!

The robot beams alive as sparks begin to open 
in-between its arms.

A door flies open by MARIO, the robot's portal fails, 
and everything crescendos to an abrupt halt.

MARIO

(In the distance)
Guys! A door just opened!

VALENTINA

Great! Unfortunately, a portal did not.

LUCAS

Unfortunately!?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me you didn't want to see a portal leading to a 
different time open?

LUCAS

Not really! Besides, it's bold of you to assume it's a portal. What if 
you broke time?!

VALENTINA

'Broke time?'

LUCAS

You know what I mean! 

VALENTINA

There are worse things. 

LUCAS

Like what?

VALENTINA

Like having multiple Lucas' come through a portal instead.

LUCAS

Fair enough.

Lucas looks down, noticing a picture on the board.

LUCAS

Wait a second... 

He grabs it.
Valentina, look.

She does, in disbelief.

VALENTINA

Is that... Ms. Krisek? 

LUCAS

And Mr. Zero.

MARIO walks up.

MARIO

The computer guy?

LUCAS

Well, teacher but... yeah.

MARIO

Sure, 'teacher.'

LUCAS

My question is, who's that in the middle?

MARIO

Professor Quantum. It says in sharpie right there.

LUCAS

I know, Mario—

MARIO

Like, right beneath his lab coat.

LUCAS

Yes, I got that. That's not what I meant... I meant who is he?

VALENTINA

Wait... 'Professor Quantum'... I think I've heard his name before.

She turns around to think. 
Yeah... yeah!

She turns back.

VALENTINA

You guys are such nerds.

LUCAS

Says the AP Science student.

She pauses for a beat, then smiles and raises her first.

VALENTINA

For science!

All three cheer and jump.

MARIO

This way, my fearless friends!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Hazza!

MARIO

Our answers await, and we will find them in the form of song!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Yeah-- wait, what?

Performed by Mario, Lucas, and Valentina
Scene setup:
 Mario leads them to the exit as the song begins. The area 
transforms as they move toward the mysterious door. The tone is 
energetic and adventurous.

Verse I
MARIO

 We’ve always searched for answers,

 It is what I do best.

 Only now, I’ll find a way out,

 Instead of a way to cheat on our tests—

 Probably because, frankly, this is more adventurous!

Chorus I
MARIO, LUCAS & VALENTINA

 Though there is no teacher, we still have questions

 About this hidden place.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to make it… work.

LUCAS
And even though we’re tempting fate and maybe making a big mess—

ALL
 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse II
LUCAS

 Might we run into a cobra?

MARIO
 Or a vicious lioness?

VALENTINA
 Probably not considering...

 (spoken) We’re literally nowhere near Africa—

MARIO (spoken)
But you never know when it comes to adventure!

ALL
 As long as we have each other, we’ll be BFFs forever!

Chorus II
ALL

 Though there might be lessons, we still have no teacher,

 We’re left without a trace.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to get… out of here.

 And even though we’re tempting fate and making a big mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse III
MARIO

 But what if we got serious about what this could be?

 Like what if there’s a monster, plot, or conspiracy?

 What if we’re at the center of the changing  world?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 Ugh, if we get any more ego-centric, I think I’m gonna hurl.

LUCAS (spoken)
But what if he’s right?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 He’s what?

LUCAS & MARIO (spoken)
He’s right!

VALENTINA
 If Mario’s right, our hopes are out of sight.

(Mario drops to his knees center stage — dramatic tone 
shift)

Bridge
MARIO

 But what if I was the hero?

 What if I was more than just a street-smart man?

 (looks at Valentina)
 Would you see me, baby?

VALENTINA (spoken)
Ew.

(Mario turns to Lucas)

MARIO
 Would you look into my eyes?

LUCAS (spoken)
Unfortunately.

MARIO
 And see that there’s more to me than me!

 (rises to his feet)
 That’s the solution! Yeah, that’s the answer—

 To look within to find our exit faster!

Chorus III
ALL

 Though the exit is no clearer, we still have direction,

 Throughout this hidden place.

 We have found our reason and a rhyme that we can trace.

LUCAS (spoken)
Finally!

ALL
 And even though we’ve tempted fate and maybe made a giant 
mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Final Line 

MARIO (Spoken, with passion)
 And nothing—not even seven deadly men—could stop us from 
succeeding!

(Lights dim. Crescendo. Blackout.)
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Ms. Krisek talks about him all the time! Quite fondly, actually. I 
think they liked each other...

MARIO

Oh-lala.

LUCAS

What makes you say that?

VALENTINA

Call it a girl's intuition. All I know is that they were friends and for 
some reason that benefitted them a lot, from what she says.

LUCAS

Either way, we know one thing for sure: Whatever this place was 
and whatever that robot is, Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero will have 
some answers.

MARIO

(Raising his arm to the air like a knight)

Hazza! A quest!

The other two look at him. LUCAS joins in.

LUCAS

A Quantum Quest!

MARIO

A Quantum Quest for Quantum Club!

LUCAS

For honor!

MARIO

For glory!

LUCAS and MARIO come together, raising their fists high. 
VALENTINA shakes her head.
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MARIO

You know, I really did not expect that this random shed door 
would have a fully mechanized locking system.

LUCAS

I don't think anyone expected that or would have any 
reason to. Ever.

VALENTINA

I'm just surprised Bobbert decided to listen.

LUCAS

Me too. I understand why he bullies us, but listening?

MARIO

Maybe he's turning a new leaf?

VALENTINA

After what happened between us? I doubt it. Bobbert changing is 
just as wishful thinking as us thinking we're going to get out of 
here.

MARIO

Well, if it's a wish you want, why don't you make one upon a star?

MARIO pulls out a flashlight and lights up LUCAS and 
VALENTINA.

VALENTINA

... that's not a star.

MARIO sighs.
LUCAS

Where did you get that?

MARIO

I had one on my Beanie Baby.

They take pause.

 LUCA

'My?'

MARIO

Really? That's what you focus on?

VALENTINA

You take your Beanie Babies to school?

MARIO

Please, don't start.

LUCAS

You're making it very hard not to.

MARIO

You both should be thanking me right now! If it wasn't for my love 
of collectables, you both would be riffing in darkness!

VALENTINA

You know what, he's right. We're being ungrateful. It's not every 
day you can be saved by a little girl's toy.

MARIO

Oh, give me a break.

MARIO walks between the two as they smirk and follow. 
MARIO looks around...

What is this place? 

The group looks around as bits and pieces of the area come 
into view. Vines dangle from the walls, greenery surrounds, 
and bits and pieces of what seems to be a lab come into 
view.

LUCAS

I think the better question is why is it on school grounds?

MARIO

Maybe the school gets tax deductions from it?

VALENTINA

What do you know about tax deductions?

MARIO

That rich people benefit from them the most.

LUCAS

Oh... yeah, I guess that's something.

Something catches VALENTINA's eye. 

VALENTINA

Look!

MARIO turns, shining light on some laboratory flashlights. 
She runs over and grabs them, tossing one to LUCAS. The 
two then turn them on, lighting up more of the lab to reveal 
a human-sized robot at the lab's center.
At first, the kids jump in fear, then they calm.

VALENTINA

What is that?

LUCAS

I don't know... I'm seeing it for the first time, too.

VALENTINA

Ha ha, very funny.

She approaches the creation.
How long do you think this been down here?

LUCAS

By the looks of it, maybe five, six years?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me that a secret lab harboring advanced 
technology has been underneath Newton Middle School for at 
least six years?

LUCAS

Maybe ten.

MARIO

(Sarcastic)

Great! Great... no biggie.

VALENTINA

It's kind of a biggie. 

LUCAS

Yup. Biggie Smalls.

 The group turns to LUCAS awkwardly.

VALENTINA

You listen to The Notorious B.I.G.?

LUCAS

On occasion.

VALENTINA

I did not expect that...

MARIO

Too be fair, so does my mom.

VALENTINA 

(To MARIO)

So you listen too?

MARIO

I mean... guilty by association, I guess.

VALENTINA

(To both)

I had no idea you both had tasted of the fruits of the Hip- Hop tree.

LUCAS

After what you just said, I'm just as surprised at you as you are to 
me.

VALENTINA

Please. It's called poetry, which is what real Hip-Hop is.

 MARIO

Word to ya motha.

The group continues to look around. 

LUCAS

All right, let's look for something to help us get out of here.

LUCAS and MARIO walk away from VALENTINA and 
examine the lab more intensely. She keeps examining the 
area around the robot.

MARIO

What are we even looking for?

LUCAS

I don't know. A lever. A button. Something.

MARIO

Oh, good. Should I keep an eye out for a big sign that says 'exit to 
scary underground lab this way?'

LUCAS

Only if you think you can read that many words at once.

MARIO

You know what--

VALENTINA examines a board of buttons.

VALENTINA

Guys! I found Something!

She presses a button and the room of vines and decay 
comes alive as lights light up every corner, the robot at the 

center sitting up achy-like, electricity, gear movement, and 
other lab-related objects shifting and letting out many 
ominous sounds. The three look in awe.

MARIO

Oh—

LUCAS

Snap! What the—

VALENTINA

Heck?

The room settles and the three come back together at the 
center.

LUCAS

That was... unexpected.

VALENTINA

 Unexpected!? More like incredible!

MARIO

Incredibly alarming.

VALENTINA

More like alarmingly incredible!

MARIO

Okay, can we not?

LUCAS

(Nervously)

You're both taking this incredibly well.

VALENTINA

You're not?

LUCAS

I think I have a healthy, normal level of taking of this situation.

VALENTINA

Oh, don't be such a baby.

MARIO

I agree.

LUCAS

Beanie babies.

MARIO

And on that note, I'm gonna continue exploring anywhere other 
than here until I find us a way out.

MARIO leaves the two as VALENTINA and LUCAS Go over 
to the bot.

VALENTINA 

(To LUCAS)

Everything else seems fully functioning... except for this guy.

LUCAS

Maybe he needs more power?

VALENTINA

Maybe...

She looks over at the control center.
Button board? 

LUCAS

Button board.

LUCAS and VALENTINA go to the button board. They begin 
to take notice of the main three settings, labeled.

VALENTINA

You seeing what I'm seeing?

LUCAS

With these new prescription glasses? Absolutely.

 He steps closer and squints.
Date, time, and location.

He looks back to VALENTINA. 
In what context are all those relevant?

VALENTINA

Hm. Time travel?

LUCAS looks, flabbergasted. 

LUCAS

Wow. You came to that conclusion fast.

VALENTINA

Coincidence, mostly. Last week in Ms. Krisek's class we started 
discussing physics. One lesson lead to another and, before you 
know it, we started in on quantum mechanics.

LUCAS

In a middle school science class?

VALENTINA

Advanced Placement.

LUCAS

Fair enough. So, mind dumbing it down for someone who's not in 
an AP 8th grade science class?

VALENTINA

Long lesson short, time travel, as we theorize it, has three main 
variables: The time in which an event takes place, and the 
movement of the person watching in space... also known as 
spacetime.

LUCAS

And the third?

VALENTINA

Branching timelines... but that's more of a multiverse theory.

LUCAS approaches the board. 

LUCAS

Well, theory or not, I see what you're saying... each of these 
buttons does seem to correlate to time travel. Select your day, 
time, and wherever you want to be...

VALENTINA

Exactly.

She begins pushing random buttons.

LUCAS

What are you doing!?

The room begins to spark and random items 
within come to life.

VALENTINA

Testing my favorite scientific theorem!

LUCAS

Which is!?

VALENTINA

The theory of button-push-a-tivity!

The robot beams alive as sparks begin to open 
in-between its arms.

A door flies open by MARIO, the robot's portal fails, 
and everything crescendos to an abrupt halt.

MARIO

(In the distance)
Guys! A door just opened!

VALENTINA

Great! Unfortunately, a portal did not.

LUCAS

Unfortunately!?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me you didn't want to see a portal leading to a 
different time open?

LUCAS

Not really! Besides, it's bold of you to assume it's a portal. What if 
you broke time?!

VALENTINA

'Broke time?'

LUCAS

You know what I mean! 

VALENTINA

There are worse things. 

LUCAS

Like what?

VALENTINA

Like having multiple Lucas' come through a portal instead.

LUCAS

Fair enough.

Lucas looks down, noticing a picture on the board.

LUCAS

Wait a second... 

He grabs it.
Valentina, look.

She does, in disbelief.

VALENTINA

Is that... Ms. Krisek? 

LUCAS

And Mr. Zero.

MARIO walks up.

MARIO

The computer guy?

LUCAS

Well, teacher but... yeah.

MARIO

Sure, 'teacher.'

LUCAS

My question is, who's that in the middle?

MARIO

Professor Quantum. It says in sharpie right there.

LUCAS

I know, Mario—

MARIO

Like, right beneath his lab coat.

LUCAS

Yes, I got that. That's not what I meant... I meant who is he?

VALENTINA

Wait... 'Professor Quantum'... I think I've heard his name before.

She turns around to think. 
Yeah... yeah!

She turns back.

VALENTINA

You guys are such nerds.

LUCAS

Says the AP Science student.

She pauses for a beat, then smiles and raises her first.

VALENTINA

For science!

All three cheer and jump.

MARIO

This way, my fearless friends!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Hazza!

MARIO

Our answers await, and we will find them in the form of song!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Yeah-- wait, what?

Performed by Mario, Lucas, and Valentina
Scene setup:
 Mario leads them to the exit as the song begins. The area 
transforms as they move toward the mysterious door. The tone is 
energetic and adventurous.

Verse I
MARIO

 We’ve always searched for answers,

 It is what I do best.

 Only now, I’ll find a way out,

 Instead of a way to cheat on our tests—

 Probably because, frankly, this is more adventurous!

Chorus I
MARIO, LUCAS & VALENTINA

 Though there is no teacher, we still have questions

 About this hidden place.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to make it… work.

LUCAS
And even though we’re tempting fate and maybe making a big mess—

ALL
 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse II
LUCAS

 Might we run into a cobra?

MARIO
 Or a vicious lioness?

VALENTINA
 Probably not considering...

 (spoken) We’re literally nowhere near Africa—

MARIO (spoken)
But you never know when it comes to adventure!

ALL
 As long as we have each other, we’ll be BFFs forever!

Chorus II
ALL

 Though there might be lessons, we still have no teacher,

 We’re left without a trace.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to get… out of here.

 And even though we’re tempting fate and making a big mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse III
MARIO

 But what if we got serious about what this could be?

 Like what if there’s a monster, plot, or conspiracy?

 What if we’re at the center of the changing  world?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 Ugh, if we get any more ego-centric, I think I’m gonna hurl.

LUCAS (spoken)
But what if he’s right?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 He’s what?

LUCAS & MARIO (spoken)
He’s right!

VALENTINA
 If Mario’s right, our hopes are out of sight.

(Mario drops to his knees center stage — dramatic tone 
shift)

Bridge
MARIO

 But what if I was the hero?

 What if I was more than just a street-smart man?

 (looks at Valentina)
 Would you see me, baby?

VALENTINA (spoken)
Ew.

(Mario turns to Lucas)

MARIO
 Would you look into my eyes?

LUCAS (spoken)
Unfortunately.

MARIO
 And see that there’s more to me than me!

 (rises to his feet)
 That’s the solution! Yeah, that’s the answer—

 To look within to find our exit faster!

Chorus III
ALL

 Though the exit is no clearer, we still have direction,

 Throughout this hidden place.

 We have found our reason and a rhyme that we can trace.

LUCAS (spoken)
Finally!

ALL
 And even though we’ve tempted fate and maybe made a giant 
mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Final Line 

MARIO (Spoken, with passion)
 And nothing—not even seven deadly men—could stop us from 
succeeding!

(Lights dim. Crescendo. Blackout.)
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7 IN SEARCH OF ANSWERS

Ms. Krisek talks about him all the time! Quite fondly, actually. I 
think they liked each other...

MARIO

Oh-lala.

LUCAS

What makes you say that?

VALENTINA

Call it a girl's intuition. All I know is that they were friends and for 
some reason that benefitted them a lot, from what she says.

LUCAS

Either way, we know one thing for sure: Whatever this place was 
and whatever that robot is, Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero will have 
some answers.

MARIO

(Raising his arm to the air like a knight)

Hazza! A quest!

The other two look at him. LUCAS joins in.

LUCAS

A Quantum Quest!

MARIO

A Quantum Quest for Quantum Club!

LUCAS

For honor!

MARIO

For glory!

LUCAS and MARIO come together, raising their fists high. 
VALENTINA shakes her head.
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MARIO

You know, I really did not expect that this random shed door 
would have a fully mechanized locking system.

LUCAS

I don't think anyone expected that or would have any 
reason to. Ever.

VALENTINA

I'm just surprised Bobbert decided to listen.

LUCAS

Me too. I understand why he bullies us, but listening?

MARIO

Maybe he's turning a new leaf?

VALENTINA

After what happened between us? I doubt it. Bobbert changing is 
just as wishful thinking as us thinking we're going to get out of 
here.

MARIO

Well, if it's a wish you want, why don't you make one upon a star?

MARIO pulls out a flashlight and lights up LUCAS and 
VALENTINA.

VALENTINA

... that's not a star.

MARIO sighs.
LUCAS

Where did you get that?

MARIO

I had one on my Beanie Baby.

They take pause.

 LUCA

'My?'

MARIO

Really? That's what you focus on?

VALENTINA

You take your Beanie Babies to school?

MARIO

Please, don't start.

LUCAS

You're making it very hard not to.

MARIO

You both should be thanking me right now! If it wasn't for my love 
of collectables, you both would be riffing in darkness!

VALENTINA

You know what, he's right. We're being ungrateful. It's not every 
day you can be saved by a little girl's toy.

MARIO

Oh, give me a break.

MARIO walks between the two as they smirk and follow. 
MARIO looks around...

What is this place? 

The group looks around as bits and pieces of the area come 
into view. Vines dangle from the walls, greenery surrounds, 
and bits and pieces of what seems to be a lab come into 
view.

LUCAS

I think the better question is why is it on school grounds?

MARIO

Maybe the school gets tax deductions from it?

VALENTINA

What do you know about tax deductions?

MARIO

That rich people benefit from them the most.

LUCAS

Oh... yeah, I guess that's something.

Something catches VALENTINA's eye. 

VALENTINA

Look!

MARIO turns, shining light on some laboratory flashlights. 
She runs over and grabs them, tossing one to LUCAS. The 
two then turn them on, lighting up more of the lab to reveal 
a human-sized robot at the lab's center.
At first, the kids jump in fear, then they calm.

VALENTINA

What is that?

LUCAS

I don't know... I'm seeing it for the first time, too.

VALENTINA

Ha ha, very funny.

She approaches the creation.
How long do you think this been down here?

LUCAS

By the looks of it, maybe five, six years?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me that a secret lab harboring advanced 
technology has been underneath Newton Middle School for at 
least six years?

LUCAS

Maybe ten.

MARIO

(Sarcastic)

Great! Great... no biggie.

VALENTINA

It's kind of a biggie. 

LUCAS

Yup. Biggie Smalls.

 The group turns to LUCAS awkwardly.

VALENTINA

You listen to The Notorious B.I.G.?

LUCAS

On occasion.

VALENTINA

I did not expect that...

MARIO

Too be fair, so does my mom.

VALENTINA 

(To MARIO)

So you listen too?

MARIO

I mean... guilty by association, I guess.

VALENTINA

(To both)

I had no idea you both had tasted of the fruits of the Hip- Hop tree.

LUCAS

After what you just said, I'm just as surprised at you as you are to 
me.

VALENTINA

Please. It's called poetry, which is what real Hip-Hop is.

 MARIO

Word to ya motha.

The group continues to look around. 

LUCAS

All right, let's look for something to help us get out of here.

LUCAS and MARIO walk away from VALENTINA and 
examine the lab more intensely. She keeps examining the 
area around the robot.

MARIO

What are we even looking for?

LUCAS

I don't know. A lever. A button. Something.

MARIO

Oh, good. Should I keep an eye out for a big sign that says 'exit to 
scary underground lab this way?'

LUCAS

Only if you think you can read that many words at once.

MARIO

You know what--

VALENTINA examines a board of buttons.

VALENTINA

Guys! I found Something!

She presses a button and the room of vines and decay 
comes alive as lights light up every corner, the robot at the 

center sitting up achy-like, electricity, gear movement, and 
other lab-related objects shifting and letting out many 
ominous sounds. The three look in awe.

MARIO

Oh—

LUCAS

Snap! What the—

VALENTINA

Heck?

The room settles and the three come back together at the 
center.

LUCAS

That was... unexpected.

VALENTINA

 Unexpected!? More like incredible!

MARIO

Incredibly alarming.

VALENTINA

More like alarmingly incredible!

MARIO

Okay, can we not?

LUCAS

(Nervously)

You're both taking this incredibly well.

VALENTINA

You're not?

LUCAS

I think I have a healthy, normal level of taking of this situation.

VALENTINA

Oh, don't be such a baby.

MARIO

I agree.

LUCAS

Beanie babies.

MARIO

And on that note, I'm gonna continue exploring anywhere other 
than here until I find us a way out.

MARIO leaves the two as VALENTINA and LUCAS Go over 
to the bot.

VALENTINA 

(To LUCAS)

Everything else seems fully functioning... except for this guy.

LUCAS

Maybe he needs more power?

VALENTINA

Maybe...

She looks over at the control center.
Button board? 

LUCAS

Button board.

LUCAS and VALENTINA go to the button board. They begin 
to take notice of the main three settings, labeled.

VALENTINA

You seeing what I'm seeing?

LUCAS

With these new prescription glasses? Absolutely.

 He steps closer and squints.
Date, time, and location.

He looks back to VALENTINA. 
In what context are all those relevant?

VALENTINA

Hm. Time travel?

LUCAS looks, flabbergasted. 

LUCAS

Wow. You came to that conclusion fast.

VALENTINA

Coincidence, mostly. Last week in Ms. Krisek's class we started 
discussing physics. One lesson lead to another and, before you 
know it, we started in on quantum mechanics.

LUCAS

In a middle school science class?

VALENTINA

Advanced Placement.

LUCAS

Fair enough. So, mind dumbing it down for someone who's not in 
an AP 8th grade science class?

VALENTINA

Long lesson short, time travel, as we theorize it, has three main 
variables: The time in which an event takes place, and the 
movement of the person watching in space... also known as 
spacetime.

LUCAS

And the third?

VALENTINA

Branching timelines... but that's more of a multiverse theory.

LUCAS approaches the board. 

LUCAS

Well, theory or not, I see what you're saying... each of these 
buttons does seem to correlate to time travel. Select your day, 
time, and wherever you want to be...

VALENTINA

Exactly.

She begins pushing random buttons.

LUCAS

What are you doing!?

The room begins to spark and random items 
within come to life.

VALENTINA

Testing my favorite scientific theorem!

LUCAS

Which is!?

VALENTINA

The theory of button-push-a-tivity!

The robot beams alive as sparks begin to open 
in-between its arms.

A door flies open by MARIO, the robot's portal fails, 
and everything crescendos to an abrupt halt.

MARIO

(In the distance)
Guys! A door just opened!

VALENTINA

Great! Unfortunately, a portal did not.

LUCAS

Unfortunately!?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me you didn't want to see a portal leading to a 
different time open?

LUCAS

Not really! Besides, it's bold of you to assume it's a portal. What if 
you broke time?!

VALENTINA

'Broke time?'

LUCAS

You know what I mean! 

VALENTINA

There are worse things. 

LUCAS

Like what?

VALENTINA

Like having multiple Lucas' come through a portal instead.

LUCAS

Fair enough.

Lucas looks down, noticing a picture on the board.

LUCAS

Wait a second... 

He grabs it.
Valentina, look.

She does, in disbelief.

VALENTINA

Is that... Ms. Krisek? 

LUCAS

And Mr. Zero.

MARIO walks up.

MARIO

The computer guy?

LUCAS

Well, teacher but... yeah.

MARIO

Sure, 'teacher.'

LUCAS

My question is, who's that in the middle?

MARIO

Professor Quantum. It says in sharpie right there.

LUCAS

I know, Mario—

MARIO

Like, right beneath his lab coat.

LUCAS

Yes, I got that. That's not what I meant... I meant who is he?

VALENTINA

Wait... 'Professor Quantum'... I think I've heard his name before.

She turns around to think. 
Yeah... yeah!

She turns back.

VALENTINA

You guys are such nerds.

LUCAS

Says the AP Science student.

She pauses for a beat, then smiles and raises her first.

VALENTINA

For science!

All three cheer and jump.

MARIO

This way, my fearless friends!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Hazza!

MARIO

Our answers await, and we will find them in the form of song!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Yeah-- wait, what?

Performed by Mario, Lucas, and Valentina
Scene setup:
 Mario leads them to the exit as the song begins. The area 
transforms as they move toward the mysterious door. The tone is 
energetic and adventurous.

Verse I
MARIO

 We’ve always searched for answers,

 It is what I do best.

 Only now, I’ll find a way out,

 Instead of a way to cheat on our tests—

 Probably because, frankly, this is more adventurous!

Chorus I
MARIO, LUCAS & VALENTINA

 Though there is no teacher, we still have questions

 About this hidden place.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to make it… work.

LUCAS
And even though we’re tempting fate and maybe making a big mess—

ALL
 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse II
LUCAS

 Might we run into a cobra?

MARIO
 Or a vicious lioness?

VALENTINA
 Probably not considering...

 (spoken) We’re literally nowhere near Africa—

MARIO (spoken)
But you never know when it comes to adventure!

ALL
 As long as we have each other, we’ll be BFFs forever!

Chorus II
ALL

 Though there might be lessons, we still have no teacher,

 We’re left without a trace.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to get… out of here.

 And even though we’re tempting fate and making a big mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse III
MARIO

 But what if we got serious about what this could be?

 Like what if there’s a monster, plot, or conspiracy?

 What if we’re at the center of the changing  world?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 Ugh, if we get any more ego-centric, I think I’m gonna hurl.

LUCAS (spoken)
But what if he’s right?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 He’s what?

LUCAS & MARIO (spoken)
He’s right!

VALENTINA
 If Mario’s right, our hopes are out of sight.

(Mario drops to his knees center stage — dramatic tone 
shift)

Bridge
MARIO

 But what if I was the hero?

 What if I was more than just a street-smart man?

 (looks at Valentina)
 Would you see me, baby?

VALENTINA (spoken)
Ew.

(Mario turns to Lucas)

MARIO
 Would you look into my eyes?

LUCAS (spoken)
Unfortunately.

MARIO
 And see that there’s more to me than me!

 (rises to his feet)
 That’s the solution! Yeah, that’s the answer—

 To look within to find our exit faster!

Chorus III
ALL

 Though the exit is no clearer, we still have direction,

 Throughout this hidden place.

 We have found our reason and a rhyme that we can trace.

LUCAS (spoken)
Finally!

ALL
 And even though we’ve tempted fate and maybe made a giant 
mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Final Line 

MARIO (Spoken, with passion)
 And nothing—not even seven deadly men—could stop us from 
succeeding!

(Lights dim. Crescendo. Blackout.)

 

27

SONG I: IN SEARCH OF ANSWERSMs. Krisek talks about him all the time! Quite fondly, actually. I 
think they liked each other...

MARIO

Oh-lala.

LUCAS

What makes you say that?

VALENTINA

Call it a girl's intuition. All I know is that they were friends and for 
some reason that benefitted them a lot, from what she says.

LUCAS

Either way, we know one thing for sure: Whatever this place was 
and whatever that robot is, Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero will have 
some answers.

MARIO

(Raising his arm to the air like a knight)

Hazza! A quest!

The other two look at him. LUCAS joins in.

LUCAS

A Quantum Quest!

MARIO

A Quantum Quest for Quantum Club!

LUCAS

For honor!

MARIO

For glory!

LUCAS and MARIO come together, raising their fists high. 
VALENTINA shakes her head.
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MARIO

You know, I really did not expect that this random shed door 
would have a fully mechanized locking system.

LUCAS

I don't think anyone expected that or would have any 
reason to. Ever.

VALENTINA

I'm just surprised Bobbert decided to listen.

LUCAS

Me too. I understand why he bullies us, but listening?

MARIO

Maybe he's turning a new leaf?

VALENTINA

After what happened between us? I doubt it. Bobbert changing is 
just as wishful thinking as us thinking we're going to get out of 
here.

MARIO

Well, if it's a wish you want, why don't you make one upon a star?

MARIO pulls out a flashlight and lights up LUCAS and 
VALENTINA.

VALENTINA

... that's not a star.

MARIO sighs.
LUCAS

Where did you get that?

MARIO

I had one on my Beanie Baby.

They take pause.

 LUCA

'My?'

MARIO

Really? That's what you focus on?

VALENTINA

You take your Beanie Babies to school?

MARIO

Please, don't start.

LUCAS

You're making it very hard not to.

MARIO

You both should be thanking me right now! If it wasn't for my love 
of collectables, you both would be riffing in darkness!

VALENTINA

You know what, he's right. We're being ungrateful. It's not every 
day you can be saved by a little girl's toy.

MARIO

Oh, give me a break.

MARIO walks between the two as they smirk and follow. 
MARIO looks around...

What is this place? 

The group looks around as bits and pieces of the area come 
into view. Vines dangle from the walls, greenery surrounds, 
and bits and pieces of what seems to be a lab come into 
view.

LUCAS

I think the better question is why is it on school grounds?

MARIO

Maybe the school gets tax deductions from it?

VALENTINA

What do you know about tax deductions?

MARIO

That rich people benefit from them the most.

LUCAS

Oh... yeah, I guess that's something.

Something catches VALENTINA's eye. 

VALENTINA

Look!

MARIO turns, shining light on some laboratory flashlights. 
She runs over and grabs them, tossing one to LUCAS. The 
two then turn them on, lighting up more of the lab to reveal 
a human-sized robot at the lab's center.
At first, the kids jump in fear, then they calm.

VALENTINA

What is that?

LUCAS

I don't know... I'm seeing it for the first time, too.

VALENTINA

Ha ha, very funny.

She approaches the creation.
How long do you think this been down here?

LUCAS

By the looks of it, maybe five, six years?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me that a secret lab harboring advanced 
technology has been underneath Newton Middle School for at 
least six years?

LUCAS

Maybe ten.

MARIO

(Sarcastic)

Great! Great... no biggie.

VALENTINA

It's kind of a biggie. 

LUCAS

Yup. Biggie Smalls.

 The group turns to LUCAS awkwardly.

VALENTINA

You listen to The Notorious B.I.G.?

LUCAS

On occasion.

VALENTINA

I did not expect that...

MARIO

Too be fair, so does my mom.

VALENTINA 

(To MARIO)

So you listen too?

MARIO

I mean... guilty by association, I guess.

VALENTINA

(To both)

I had no idea you both had tasted of the fruits of the Hip- Hop tree.

LUCAS

After what you just said, I'm just as surprised at you as you are to 
me.

VALENTINA

Please. It's called poetry, which is what real Hip-Hop is.

 MARIO

Word to ya motha.

The group continues to look around. 

LUCAS

All right, let's look for something to help us get out of here.

LUCAS and MARIO walk away from VALENTINA and 
examine the lab more intensely. She keeps examining the 
area around the robot.

MARIO

What are we even looking for?

LUCAS

I don't know. A lever. A button. Something.

MARIO

Oh, good. Should I keep an eye out for a big sign that says 'exit to 
scary underground lab this way?'

LUCAS

Only if you think you can read that many words at once.

MARIO

You know what--

VALENTINA examines a board of buttons.

VALENTINA

Guys! I found Something!

She presses a button and the room of vines and decay 
comes alive as lights light up every corner, the robot at the 

center sitting up achy-like, electricity, gear movement, and 
other lab-related objects shifting and letting out many 
ominous sounds. The three look in awe.

MARIO

Oh—

LUCAS

Snap! What the—

VALENTINA

Heck?

The room settles and the three come back together at the 
center.

LUCAS

That was... unexpected.

VALENTINA

 Unexpected!? More like incredible!

MARIO

Incredibly alarming.

VALENTINA

More like alarmingly incredible!

MARIO

Okay, can we not?

LUCAS

(Nervously)

You're both taking this incredibly well.

VALENTINA

You're not?

LUCAS

I think I have a healthy, normal level of taking of this situation.

VALENTINA

Oh, don't be such a baby.

MARIO

I agree.

LUCAS

Beanie babies.

MARIO

And on that note, I'm gonna continue exploring anywhere other 
than here until I find us a way out.

MARIO leaves the two as VALENTINA and LUCAS Go over 
to the bot.

VALENTINA 

(To LUCAS)

Everything else seems fully functioning... except for this guy.

LUCAS

Maybe he needs more power?

VALENTINA

Maybe...

She looks over at the control center.
Button board? 

LUCAS

Button board.

LUCAS and VALENTINA go to the button board. They begin 
to take notice of the main three settings, labeled.

VALENTINA

You seeing what I'm seeing?

LUCAS

With these new prescription glasses? Absolutely.

 He steps closer and squints.
Date, time, and location.

He looks back to VALENTINA. 
In what context are all those relevant?

VALENTINA

Hm. Time travel?

LUCAS looks, flabbergasted. 

LUCAS

Wow. You came to that conclusion fast.

VALENTINA

Coincidence, mostly. Last week in Ms. Krisek's class we started 
discussing physics. One lesson lead to another and, before you 
know it, we started in on quantum mechanics.

LUCAS

In a middle school science class?

VALENTINA

Advanced Placement.

LUCAS

Fair enough. So, mind dumbing it down for someone who's not in 
an AP 8th grade science class?

VALENTINA

Long lesson short, time travel, as we theorize it, has three main 
variables: The time in which an event takes place, and the 
movement of the person watching in space... also known as 
spacetime.

LUCAS

And the third?

VALENTINA

Branching timelines... but that's more of a multiverse theory.

LUCAS approaches the board. 

LUCAS

Well, theory or not, I see what you're saying... each of these 
buttons does seem to correlate to time travel. Select your day, 
time, and wherever you want to be...

VALENTINA

Exactly.

She begins pushing random buttons.

LUCAS

What are you doing!?

The room begins to spark and random items 
within come to life.

VALENTINA

Testing my favorite scientific theorem!

LUCAS

Which is!?

VALENTINA

The theory of button-push-a-tivity!

The robot beams alive as sparks begin to open 
in-between its arms.

A door flies open by MARIO, the robot's portal fails, 
and everything crescendos to an abrupt halt.

MARIO

(In the distance)
Guys! A door just opened!

VALENTINA

Great! Unfortunately, a portal did not.

LUCAS

Unfortunately!?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me you didn't want to see a portal leading to a 
different time open?

LUCAS

Not really! Besides, it's bold of you to assume it's a portal. What if 
you broke time?!

VALENTINA

'Broke time?'

LUCAS

You know what I mean! 

VALENTINA

There are worse things. 

LUCAS

Like what?

VALENTINA

Like having multiple Lucas' come through a portal instead.

LUCAS

Fair enough.

Lucas looks down, noticing a picture on the board.

LUCAS

Wait a second... 

He grabs it.
Valentina, look.

She does, in disbelief.

VALENTINA

Is that... Ms. Krisek? 

LUCAS

And Mr. Zero.

MARIO walks up.

MARIO

The computer guy?

LUCAS

Well, teacher but... yeah.

MARIO

Sure, 'teacher.'

LUCAS

My question is, who's that in the middle?

MARIO

Professor Quantum. It says in sharpie right there.

LUCAS

I know, Mario—

MARIO

Like, right beneath his lab coat.

LUCAS

Yes, I got that. That's not what I meant... I meant who is he?

VALENTINA

Wait... 'Professor Quantum'... I think I've heard his name before.

She turns around to think. 
Yeah... yeah!

She turns back.

VALENTINA

You guys are such nerds.

LUCAS

Says the AP Science student.

She pauses for a beat, then smiles and raises her first.

VALENTINA

For science!

All three cheer and jump.

MARIO

This way, my fearless friends!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Hazza!

MARIO

Our answers await, and we will find them in the form of song!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Yeah-- wait, what?

Performed by Mario, Lucas, and Valentina
Scene setup:
 Mario leads them to the exit as the song begins. The area 
transforms as they move toward the mysterious door. The tone is 
energetic and adventurous.

Verse I
MARIO

 We’ve always searched for answers,

 It is what I do best.

 Only now, I’ll find a way out,

 Instead of a way to cheat on our tests—

 Probably because, frankly, this is more adventurous!

Chorus I
MARIO, LUCAS & VALENTINA

 Though there is no teacher, we still have questions

 About this hidden place.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to make it… work.

LUCAS
And even though we’re tempting fate and maybe making a big mess—

ALL
 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse II
LUCAS

 Might we run into a cobra?

MARIO
 Or a vicious lioness?

VALENTINA
 Probably not considering...

 (spoken) We’re literally nowhere near Africa—

MARIO (spoken)
But you never know when it comes to adventure!

ALL
 As long as we have each other, we’ll be BFFs forever!

Chorus II
ALL

 Though there might be lessons, we still have no teacher,

 We’re left without a trace.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to get… out of here.

 And even though we’re tempting fate and making a big mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse III
MARIO

 But what if we got serious about what this could be?

 Like what if there’s a monster, plot, or conspiracy?

 What if we’re at the center of the changing  world?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 Ugh, if we get any more ego-centric, I think I’m gonna hurl.

LUCAS (spoken)
But what if he’s right?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 He’s what?

LUCAS & MARIO (spoken)
He’s right!

VALENTINA
 If Mario’s right, our hopes are out of sight.

(Mario drops to his knees center stage — dramatic tone 
shift)

Bridge
MARIO

 But what if I was the hero?

 What if I was more than just a street-smart man?

 (looks at Valentina)
 Would you see me, baby?

VALENTINA (spoken)
Ew.

(Mario turns to Lucas)

MARIO
 Would you look into my eyes?

LUCAS (spoken)
Unfortunately.

MARIO
 And see that there’s more to me than me!

 (rises to his feet)
 That’s the solution! Yeah, that’s the answer—

 To look within to find our exit faster!

Chorus III
ALL

 Though the exit is no clearer, we still have direction,

 Throughout this hidden place.

 We have found our reason and a rhyme that we can trace.

LUCAS (spoken)
Finally!

ALL
 And even though we’ve tempted fate and maybe made a giant 
mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Final Line 

MARIO (Spoken, with passion)
 And nothing—not even seven deadly men—could stop us from 
succeeding!

(Lights dim. Crescendo. Blackout.)
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Ms. Krisek talks about him all the time! Quite fondly, actually. I 
think they liked each other...

MARIO

Oh-lala.

LUCAS

What makes you say that?

VALENTINA

Call it a girl's intuition. All I know is that they were friends and for 
some reason that benefitted them a lot, from what she says.

LUCAS

Either way, we know one thing for sure: Whatever this place was 
and whatever that robot is, Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero will have 
some answers.

MARIO

(Raising his arm to the air like a knight)

Hazza! A quest!

The other two look at him. LUCAS joins in.

LUCAS

A Quantum Quest!

MARIO

A Quantum Quest for Quantum Club!

LUCAS

For honor!

MARIO

For glory!

LUCAS and MARIO come together, raising their fists high. 
VALENTINA shakes her head.
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MARIO

You know, I really did not expect that this random shed door 
would have a fully mechanized locking system.

LUCAS

I don't think anyone expected that or would have any 
reason to. Ever.

VALENTINA

I'm just surprised Bobbert decided to listen.

LUCAS

Me too. I understand why he bullies us, but listening?

MARIO

Maybe he's turning a new leaf?

VALENTINA

After what happened between us? I doubt it. Bobbert changing is 
just as wishful thinking as us thinking we're going to get out of 
here.

MARIO

Well, if it's a wish you want, why don't you make one upon a star?

MARIO pulls out a flashlight and lights up LUCAS and 
VALENTINA.

VALENTINA

... that's not a star.

MARIO sighs.
LUCAS

Where did you get that?

MARIO

I had one on my Beanie Baby.

They take pause.

 LUCA

'My?'

MARIO

Really? That's what you focus on?

VALENTINA

You take your Beanie Babies to school?

MARIO

Please, don't start.

LUCAS

You're making it very hard not to.

MARIO

You both should be thanking me right now! If it wasn't for my love 
of collectables, you both would be riffing in darkness!

VALENTINA

You know what, he's right. We're being ungrateful. It's not every 
day you can be saved by a little girl's toy.

MARIO

Oh, give me a break.

MARIO walks between the two as they smirk and follow. 
MARIO looks around...

What is this place? 

The group looks around as bits and pieces of the area come 
into view. Vines dangle from the walls, greenery surrounds, 
and bits and pieces of what seems to be a lab come into 
view.

LUCAS

I think the better question is why is it on school grounds?

MARIO

Maybe the school gets tax deductions from it?

VALENTINA

What do you know about tax deductions?

MARIO

That rich people benefit from them the most.

LUCAS

Oh... yeah, I guess that's something.

Something catches VALENTINA's eye. 

VALENTINA

Look!

MARIO turns, shining light on some laboratory flashlights. 
She runs over and grabs them, tossing one to LUCAS. The 
two then turn them on, lighting up more of the lab to reveal 
a human-sized robot at the lab's center.
At first, the kids jump in fear, then they calm.

VALENTINA

What is that?

LUCAS

I don't know... I'm seeing it for the first time, too.

VALENTINA

Ha ha, very funny.

She approaches the creation.
How long do you think this been down here?

LUCAS

By the looks of it, maybe five, six years?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me that a secret lab harboring advanced 
technology has been underneath Newton Middle School for at 
least six years?

LUCAS

Maybe ten.

MARIO

(Sarcastic)

Great! Great... no biggie.

VALENTINA

It's kind of a biggie. 

LUCAS

Yup. Biggie Smalls.

 The group turns to LUCAS awkwardly.

VALENTINA

You listen to The Notorious B.I.G.?

LUCAS

On occasion.

VALENTINA

I did not expect that...

MARIO

Too be fair, so does my mom.

VALENTINA 

(To MARIO)

So you listen too?

MARIO

I mean... guilty by association, I guess.

VALENTINA

(To both)

I had no idea you both had tasted of the fruits of the Hip- Hop tree.

LUCAS

After what you just said, I'm just as surprised at you as you are to 
me.

VALENTINA

Please. It's called poetry, which is what real Hip-Hop is.

 MARIO

Word to ya motha.

The group continues to look around. 

LUCAS

All right, let's look for something to help us get out of here.

LUCAS and MARIO walk away from VALENTINA and 
examine the lab more intensely. She keeps examining the 
area around the robot.

MARIO

What are we even looking for?

LUCAS

I don't know. A lever. A button. Something.

MARIO

Oh, good. Should I keep an eye out for a big sign that says 'exit to 
scary underground lab this way?'

LUCAS

Only if you think you can read that many words at once.

MARIO

You know what--

VALENTINA examines a board of buttons.

VALENTINA

Guys! I found Something!

She presses a button and the room of vines and decay 
comes alive as lights light up every corner, the robot at the 

center sitting up achy-like, electricity, gear movement, and 
other lab-related objects shifting and letting out many 
ominous sounds. The three look in awe.

MARIO

Oh—

LUCAS

Snap! What the—

VALENTINA

Heck?

The room settles and the three come back together at the 
center.

LUCAS

That was... unexpected.

VALENTINA

 Unexpected!? More like incredible!

MARIO

Incredibly alarming.

VALENTINA

More like alarmingly incredible!

MARIO

Okay, can we not?

LUCAS

(Nervously)

You're both taking this incredibly well.

VALENTINA

You're not?

LUCAS

I think I have a healthy, normal level of taking of this situation.

VALENTINA

Oh, don't be such a baby.

MARIO

I agree.

LUCAS

Beanie babies.

MARIO

And on that note, I'm gonna continue exploring anywhere other 
than here until I find us a way out.

MARIO leaves the two as VALENTINA and LUCAS Go over 
to the bot.

VALENTINA 

(To LUCAS)

Everything else seems fully functioning... except for this guy.

LUCAS

Maybe he needs more power?

VALENTINA

Maybe...

She looks over at the control center.
Button board? 

LUCAS

Button board.

LUCAS and VALENTINA go to the button board. They begin 
to take notice of the main three settings, labeled.

VALENTINA

You seeing what I'm seeing?

LUCAS

With these new prescription glasses? Absolutely.

 He steps closer and squints.
Date, time, and location.

He looks back to VALENTINA. 
In what context are all those relevant?

VALENTINA

Hm. Time travel?

LUCAS looks, flabbergasted. 

LUCAS

Wow. You came to that conclusion fast.

VALENTINA

Coincidence, mostly. Last week in Ms. Krisek's class we started 
discussing physics. One lesson lead to another and, before you 
know it, we started in on quantum mechanics.

LUCAS

In a middle school science class?

VALENTINA

Advanced Placement.

LUCAS

Fair enough. So, mind dumbing it down for someone who's not in 
an AP 8th grade science class?

VALENTINA

Long lesson short, time travel, as we theorize it, has three main 
variables: The time in which an event takes place, and the 
movement of the person watching in space... also known as 
spacetime.

LUCAS

And the third?

VALENTINA

Branching timelines... but that's more of a multiverse theory.

LUCAS approaches the board. 

LUCAS

Well, theory or not, I see what you're saying... each of these 
buttons does seem to correlate to time travel. Select your day, 
time, and wherever you want to be...

VALENTINA

Exactly.

She begins pushing random buttons.

LUCAS

What are you doing!?

The room begins to spark and random items 
within come to life.

VALENTINA

Testing my favorite scientific theorem!

LUCAS

Which is!?

VALENTINA

The theory of button-push-a-tivity!

The robot beams alive as sparks begin to open 
in-between its arms.

A door flies open by MARIO, the robot's portal fails, 
and everything crescendos to an abrupt halt.

MARIO

(In the distance)
Guys! A door just opened!

VALENTINA

Great! Unfortunately, a portal did not.

LUCAS

Unfortunately!?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me you didn't want to see a portal leading to a 
different time open?

LUCAS

Not really! Besides, it's bold of you to assume it's a portal. What if 
you broke time?!

VALENTINA

'Broke time?'

LUCAS

You know what I mean! 

VALENTINA

There are worse things. 

LUCAS

Like what?

VALENTINA

Like having multiple Lucas' come through a portal instead.

LUCAS

Fair enough.

Lucas looks down, noticing a picture on the board.

LUCAS

Wait a second... 

He grabs it.
Valentina, look.

She does, in disbelief.

VALENTINA

Is that... Ms. Krisek? 

LUCAS

And Mr. Zero.

MARIO walks up.

MARIO

The computer guy?

LUCAS

Well, teacher but... yeah.

MARIO

Sure, 'teacher.'

LUCAS

My question is, who's that in the middle?

MARIO

Professor Quantum. It says in sharpie right there.

LUCAS

I know, Mario—

MARIO

Like, right beneath his lab coat.

LUCAS

Yes, I got that. That's not what I meant... I meant who is he?

VALENTINA

Wait... 'Professor Quantum'... I think I've heard his name before.

She turns around to think. 
Yeah... yeah!

She turns back.

VALENTINA

You guys are such nerds.

LUCAS

Says the AP Science student.

She pauses for a beat, then smiles and raises her first.

VALENTINA

For science!

All three cheer and jump.

MARIO

This way, my fearless friends!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Hazza!

MARIO

Our answers await, and we will find them in the form of song!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Yeah-- wait, what?

Performed by Mario, Lucas, and Valentina
Scene setup:
 Mario leads them to the exit as the song begins. The area 
transforms as they move toward the mysterious door. The tone is 
energetic and adventurous.

Verse I
MARIO

 We’ve always searched for answers,

 It is what I do best.

 Only now, I’ll find a way out,

 Instead of a way to cheat on our tests—

 Probably because, frankly, this is more adventurous!

Chorus I
MARIO, LUCAS & VALENTINA

 Though there is no teacher, we still have questions

 About this hidden place.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to make it… work.

LUCAS
And even though we’re tempting fate and maybe making a big mess—

ALL
 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse II
LUCAS

 Might we run into a cobra?

MARIO
 Or a vicious lioness?

VALENTINA
 Probably not considering...

 (spoken) We’re literally nowhere near Africa—

MARIO (spoken)
But you never know when it comes to adventure!

ALL
 As long as we have each other, we’ll be BFFs forever!

Chorus II
ALL

 Though there might be lessons, we still have no teacher,

 We’re left without a trace.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to get… out of here.

 And even though we’re tempting fate and making a big mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse III
MARIO

 But what if we got serious about what this could be?

 Like what if there’s a monster, plot, or conspiracy?

 What if we’re at the center of the changing  world?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 Ugh, if we get any more ego-centric, I think I’m gonna hurl.

LUCAS (spoken)
But what if he’s right?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 He’s what?

LUCAS & MARIO (spoken)
He’s right!

VALENTINA
 If Mario’s right, our hopes are out of sight.

(Mario drops to his knees center stage — dramatic tone 
shift)

Bridge
MARIO

 But what if I was the hero?

 What if I was more than just a street-smart man?

 (looks at Valentina)
 Would you see me, baby?

VALENTINA (spoken)
Ew.

(Mario turns to Lucas)

MARIO
 Would you look into my eyes?

LUCAS (spoken)
Unfortunately.

MARIO
 And see that there’s more to me than me!

 (rises to his feet)
 That’s the solution! Yeah, that’s the answer—

 To look within to find our exit faster!

Chorus III
ALL

 Though the exit is no clearer, we still have direction,

 Throughout this hidden place.

 We have found our reason and a rhyme that we can trace.

LUCAS (spoken)
Finally!

ALL
 And even though we’ve tempted fate and maybe made a giant 
mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Final Line 

MARIO (Spoken, with passion)
 And nothing—not even seven deadly men—could stop us from 
succeeding!

(Lights dim. Crescendo. Blackout.)
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Ms. Krisek talks about him all the time! Quite fondly, actually. I 
think they liked each other...

MARIO

Oh-lala.

LUCAS

What makes you say that?

VALENTINA

Call it a girl's intuition. All I know is that they were friends and for 
some reason that benefitted them a lot, from what she says.

LUCAS

Either way, we know one thing for sure: Whatever this place was 
and whatever that robot is, Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero will have 
some answers.

MARIO

(Raising his arm to the air like a knight)

Hazza! A quest!

The other two look at him. LUCAS joins in.

LUCAS

A Quantum Quest!

MARIO

A Quantum Quest for Quantum Club!

LUCAS

For honor!

MARIO

For glory!

LUCAS and MARIO come together, raising their fists high. 
VALENTINA shakes her head.
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END OF SCENE.

MARIO

You know, I really did not expect that this random shed door 
would have a fully mechanized locking system.

LUCAS

I don't think anyone expected that or would have any 
reason to. Ever.

VALENTINA

I'm just surprised Bobbert decided to listen.

LUCAS

Me too. I understand why he bullies us, but listening?

MARIO

Maybe he's turning a new leaf?

VALENTINA

After what happened between us? I doubt it. Bobbert changing is 
just as wishful thinking as us thinking we're going to get out of 
here.

MARIO

Well, if it's a wish you want, why don't you make one upon a star?

MARIO pulls out a flashlight and lights up LUCAS and 
VALENTINA.

VALENTINA

... that's not a star.

MARIO sighs.
LUCAS

Where did you get that?

MARIO

I had one on my Beanie Baby.

They take pause.

 LUCA

'My?'

MARIO

Really? That's what you focus on?

VALENTINA

You take your Beanie Babies to school?

MARIO

Please, don't start.

LUCAS

You're making it very hard not to.

MARIO

You both should be thanking me right now! If it wasn't for my love 
of collectables, you both would be riffing in darkness!

VALENTINA

You know what, he's right. We're being ungrateful. It's not every 
day you can be saved by a little girl's toy.

MARIO

Oh, give me a break.

MARIO walks between the two as they smirk and follow. 
MARIO looks around...

What is this place? 

The group looks around as bits and pieces of the area come 
into view. Vines dangle from the walls, greenery surrounds, 
and bits and pieces of what seems to be a lab come into 
view.

LUCAS

I think the better question is why is it on school grounds?

MARIO

Maybe the school gets tax deductions from it?

VALENTINA

What do you know about tax deductions?

MARIO

That rich people benefit from them the most.

LUCAS

Oh... yeah, I guess that's something.

Something catches VALENTINA's eye. 

VALENTINA

Look!

MARIO turns, shining light on some laboratory flashlights. 
She runs over and grabs them, tossing one to LUCAS. The 
two then turn them on, lighting up more of the lab to reveal 
a human-sized robot at the lab's center.
At first, the kids jump in fear, then they calm.

VALENTINA

What is that?

LUCAS

I don't know... I'm seeing it for the first time, too.

VALENTINA

Ha ha, very funny.

She approaches the creation.
How long do you think this been down here?

LUCAS

By the looks of it, maybe five, six years?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me that a secret lab harboring advanced 
technology has been underneath Newton Middle School for at 
least six years?

LUCAS

Maybe ten.

MARIO

(Sarcastic)

Great! Great... no biggie.

VALENTINA

It's kind of a biggie. 

LUCAS

Yup. Biggie Smalls.

 The group turns to LUCAS awkwardly.

VALENTINA

You listen to The Notorious B.I.G.?

LUCAS

On occasion.

VALENTINA

I did not expect that...

MARIO

Too be fair, so does my mom.

VALENTINA 

(To MARIO)

So you listen too?

MARIO

I mean... guilty by association, I guess.

VALENTINA

(To both)

I had no idea you both had tasted of the fruits of the Hip- Hop tree.

LUCAS

After what you just said, I'm just as surprised at you as you are to 
me.

VALENTINA

Please. It's called poetry, which is what real Hip-Hop is.

 MARIO

Word to ya motha.

The group continues to look around. 

LUCAS

All right, let's look for something to help us get out of here.

LUCAS and MARIO walk away from VALENTINA and 
examine the lab more intensely. She keeps examining the 
area around the robot.

MARIO

What are we even looking for?

LUCAS

I don't know. A lever. A button. Something.

MARIO

Oh, good. Should I keep an eye out for a big sign that says 'exit to 
scary underground lab this way?'

LUCAS

Only if you think you can read that many words at once.

MARIO

You know what--

VALENTINA examines a board of buttons.

VALENTINA

Guys! I found Something!

She presses a button and the room of vines and decay 
comes alive as lights light up every corner, the robot at the 

center sitting up achy-like, electricity, gear movement, and 
other lab-related objects shifting and letting out many 
ominous sounds. The three look in awe.

MARIO

Oh—

LUCAS

Snap! What the—

VALENTINA

Heck?

The room settles and the three come back together at the 
center.

LUCAS

That was... unexpected.

VALENTINA

 Unexpected!? More like incredible!

MARIO

Incredibly alarming.

VALENTINA

More like alarmingly incredible!

MARIO

Okay, can we not?

LUCAS

(Nervously)

You're both taking this incredibly well.

VALENTINA

You're not?

LUCAS

I think I have a healthy, normal level of taking of this situation.

VALENTINA

Oh, don't be such a baby.

MARIO

I agree.

LUCAS

Beanie babies.

MARIO

And on that note, I'm gonna continue exploring anywhere other 
than here until I find us a way out.

MARIO leaves the two as VALENTINA and LUCAS Go over 
to the bot.

VALENTINA 

(To LUCAS)

Everything else seems fully functioning... except for this guy.

LUCAS

Maybe he needs more power?

VALENTINA

Maybe...

She looks over at the control center.
Button board? 

LUCAS

Button board.

LUCAS and VALENTINA go to the button board. They begin 
to take notice of the main three settings, labeled.

VALENTINA

You seeing what I'm seeing?

LUCAS

With these new prescription glasses? Absolutely.

 He steps closer and squints.
Date, time, and location.

He looks back to VALENTINA. 
In what context are all those relevant?

VALENTINA

Hm. Time travel?

LUCAS looks, flabbergasted. 

LUCAS

Wow. You came to that conclusion fast.

VALENTINA

Coincidence, mostly. Last week in Ms. Krisek's class we started 
discussing physics. One lesson lead to another and, before you 
know it, we started in on quantum mechanics.

LUCAS

In a middle school science class?

VALENTINA

Advanced Placement.

LUCAS

Fair enough. So, mind dumbing it down for someone who's not in 
an AP 8th grade science class?

VALENTINA

Long lesson short, time travel, as we theorize it, has three main 
variables: The time in which an event takes place, and the 
movement of the person watching in space... also known as 
spacetime.

LUCAS

And the third?

VALENTINA

Branching timelines... but that's more of a multiverse theory.

LUCAS approaches the board. 

LUCAS

Well, theory or not, I see what you're saying... each of these 
buttons does seem to correlate to time travel. Select your day, 
time, and wherever you want to be...

VALENTINA

Exactly.

She begins pushing random buttons.

LUCAS

What are you doing!?

The room begins to spark and random items 
within come to life.

VALENTINA

Testing my favorite scientific theorem!

LUCAS

Which is!?

VALENTINA

The theory of button-push-a-tivity!

The robot beams alive as sparks begin to open 
in-between its arms.

A door flies open by MARIO, the robot's portal fails, 
and everything crescendos to an abrupt halt.

MARIO

(In the distance)
Guys! A door just opened!

VALENTINA

Great! Unfortunately, a portal did not.

LUCAS

Unfortunately!?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me you didn't want to see a portal leading to a 
different time open?

LUCAS

Not really! Besides, it's bold of you to assume it's a portal. What if 
you broke time?!

VALENTINA

'Broke time?'

LUCAS

You know what I mean! 

VALENTINA

There are worse things. 

LUCAS

Like what?

VALENTINA

Like having multiple Lucas' come through a portal instead.

LUCAS

Fair enough.

Lucas looks down, noticing a picture on the board.

LUCAS

Wait a second... 

He grabs it.
Valentina, look.

She does, in disbelief.

VALENTINA

Is that... Ms. Krisek? 

LUCAS

And Mr. Zero.

MARIO walks up.

MARIO

The computer guy?

LUCAS

Well, teacher but... yeah.

MARIO

Sure, 'teacher.'

LUCAS

My question is, who's that in the middle?

MARIO

Professor Quantum. It says in sharpie right there.

LUCAS

I know, Mario—

MARIO

Like, right beneath his lab coat.

LUCAS

Yes, I got that. That's not what I meant... I meant who is he?

VALENTINA

Wait... 'Professor Quantum'... I think I've heard his name before.

She turns around to think. 
Yeah... yeah!

She turns back.

VALENTINA

You guys are such nerds.

LUCAS

Says the AP Science student.

She pauses for a beat, then smiles and raises her first.

VALENTINA

For science!

All three cheer and jump.

MARIO

This way, my fearless friends!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Hazza!

MARIO

Our answers await, and we will find them in the form of song!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Yeah-- wait, what?

Performed by Mario, Lucas, and Valentina
Scene setup:
 Mario leads them to the exit as the song begins. The area 
transforms as they move toward the mysterious door. The tone is 
energetic and adventurous.

Verse I
MARIO

 We’ve always searched for answers,

 It is what I do best.

 Only now, I’ll find a way out,

 Instead of a way to cheat on our tests—

 Probably because, frankly, this is more adventurous!

Chorus I
MARIO, LUCAS & VALENTINA

 Though there is no teacher, we still have questions

 About this hidden place.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to make it… work.

LUCAS
And even though we’re tempting fate and maybe making a big mess—

ALL
 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse II
LUCAS

 Might we run into a cobra?

MARIO
 Or a vicious lioness?

VALENTINA
 Probably not considering...

 (spoken) We’re literally nowhere near Africa—

MARIO (spoken)
But you never know when it comes to adventure!

ALL
 As long as we have each other, we’ll be BFFs forever!

Chorus II
ALL

 Though there might be lessons, we still have no teacher,

 We’re left without a trace.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to get… out of here.

 And even though we’re tempting fate and making a big mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse III
MARIO

 But what if we got serious about what this could be?

 Like what if there’s a monster, plot, or conspiracy?

 What if we’re at the center of the changing  world?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 Ugh, if we get any more ego-centric, I think I’m gonna hurl.

LUCAS (spoken)
But what if he’s right?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 He’s what?

LUCAS & MARIO (spoken)
He’s right!

VALENTINA
 If Mario’s right, our hopes are out of sight.

(Mario drops to his knees center stage — dramatic tone 
shift)

Bridge
MARIO

 But what if I was the hero?

 What if I was more than just a street-smart man?

 (looks at Valentina)
 Would you see me, baby?

VALENTINA (spoken)
Ew.

(Mario turns to Lucas)

MARIO
 Would you look into my eyes?

LUCAS (spoken)
Unfortunately.

MARIO
 And see that there’s more to me than me!

 (rises to his feet)
 That’s the solution! Yeah, that’s the answer—

 To look within to find our exit faster!

Chorus III
ALL

 Though the exit is no clearer, we still have direction,

 Throughout this hidden place.

 We have found our reason and a rhyme that we can trace.

LUCAS (spoken)
Finally!

ALL
 And even though we’ve tempted fate and maybe made a giant 
mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Final Line 

MARIO (Spoken, with passion)
 And nothing—not even seven deadly men—could stop us from 
succeeding!

(Lights dim. Crescendo. Blackout.)
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Ms. Krisek talks about him all the time! Quite fondly, actually. I 
think they liked each other...

MARIO

Oh-lala.

LUCAS

What makes you say that?

VALENTINA

Call it a girl's intuition. All I know is that they were friends and for 
some reason that benefitted them a lot, from what she says.

LUCAS

Either way, we know one thing for sure: Whatever this place was 
and whatever that robot is, Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero will have 
some answers.

MARIO

(Raising his arm to the air like a knight)

Hazza! A quest!

The other two look at him. LUCAS joins in.

LUCAS

A Quantum Quest!

MARIO

A Quantum Quest for Quantum Club!

LUCAS

For honor!

MARIO

For glory!

LUCAS and MARIO come together, raising their fists high. 
VALENTINA shakes her head.

IVAN

 The moment to strike is upon us, comrades.

COMRADE I

Yes, comrade. Our ten years of waiting have finally paid off.

IVAN

Despite Professor Quantum's best efforts to stop us from 
attaining his All-Powerful Bender-Bot876005, Working Title, he 
has failed.

COMRADE II

Indeed, comrade. 

IVAN

Thank you, comrade.

COMRADE I

You're welcome, comrade.

IVAN

Not you, Comrade One. I was talking to Comrade Two.

COMRADE III

My apologies, comrade Ivan.

IVAN

Comrade Three, why would I be talking to you?

COMRADE I

Me, comrade?

IVAN

No, Comrade Four! I'm talking to--. Forget it! Let's just get to 
work.

He turns and looks forward.
Thanks to the random power surge from the All-Powerful 
Bender-Bot876005, Working Title, we know it's exact location... 
which should be here.

He looks around.
But to my best knowledge, this appears to be your every-day 
middle school hallway.

COMRADE V

Maybe it's underground, comrade?

IVAN

Excellent thinking, Comrade Five!

Comrade One, pull out the shovel!

COMRADE I

But comrade... what about this janitor that has overheard our 
entire conversation?

IVAN looks at THE JANITOR that COMRADE I is pointing 
at. He walks over ominously, reaching into his jacket.

IVAN

You there... American janitor.

He switches over to an American accent, pulling out a card 
and handing it to the janitor with a polite tone.

I'm here on behalf of the American Janitor Association. Would 
you mind coming with me so we can discuss your performance?

THE JANITOR says nothing. Instead, he blankly looks up. 
IVAN waves his hand in front of THE JANITOR's face 
slowly.

Hello? American janitor?

Nothing again. 
COMRADE II

 Maybe he doesn't speak English?

IVAN

He's American. That's all he speaks.

COMRADE II

I'm just saying. It may be worthwhile to consider a language 
barrier.

IVAN

And what other_ language might he speak, comrade?

They go silent for a second.

COMRADE III

... Russian?

IVAN

 Oh, for Gorbachev's sake!

He switches back to his Russian accent, grabs THE JANI-
TOR, and shakes him vigorously.

Do you understand what I'm saying!?

THE JANITOR doesn't reply. IVAN releases.
Hm. I do not believe this man is present. As the Americans say, the 
house has lights yet no one is turning them on.

COMRADE III

Many-a-luxury for the capitalist who owns a home.

They laugh, Russian-ly. 

IVAN

All right. Let us dig. Without an authority figure in sight, this 
should be fairly easy.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL walks up to the men with the new 
student, LUCIA, beside him.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Hello, gentleman. I'm Principal Howel, the authority figure on 
sight. Can I help you?

They all freeze, COMRADE I holding his digging pose. IVAN 
calmly smiles and steps forward.

IVAN

(In a perfect American accent)

Hello, Principal Howel. My name is... Craig. We're here on behalf 
of the American Janitor Association to do our routine checkup on 
your establishment.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL nods, suspicious. 

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Huh... I don't recall setting up an appointment or the American 
Janitor Association being a thing. Nonetheless, why don't you join 
me and Lucia on our tour around the building? I'd be happy to 
assist you in your janitorial efforts.

He pauses, looks at COMRADE I, then the shovel, then 
back to IVAN.

What's with the shovel?

IVAN

Uh... it is for tough stains.

COMRADE I vigorously scrapes the shovels tip on the tile 
floor with a large, forced smile.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Huh... you learn something new everyday.

(To IVAN)

Where to first?

IVAN

The room that holds all your electricity would be a good place to 
start.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Right this way.

The Russians all leave with PRINCIPAL HOWEL and LUCIA. 
As the last one exits, THE JANITOR slowly 'gains' awareness 
and looks after them, suspicious, concerned, and alert.
Suddenly, the locker behind THE JANITOR budges. He 

remembers, hops forward, and the locker door swings open 
behind him, barely missing. He turns around as LUCAS, MARIO, 
and VALENTINA walk through.

LUCAS

Huh... so that's where that hallway led.

VALENTINA

Why did it lead back to the main hall?

THE JANITOR

(Interrupting)

So many questions... I wonder if we'll ever get answers.

The group freezes. 

MARIO

 Uh... I can explain.

Everyone looks at MARIO, then back to THE JANITOR.

THE JANITOR

Go on...

MARIO wraps his arm around THE JANITOR.

MARIO

 Mr. Janitor. Can I call you Janet?

THE JANITOR

Why would I ever be comfortable with you calling me Janet?

MARIO

(Ignoring the question)

As a trusted adult, you, better than anyone, know the state of this world 
and the struggles therein for people like me and my friends, here.

He turns and points to LUCAS. 
Blind. 

To VALENTINA.

Female. 

To himself.
Handsome.

He continues to walk forward with THE JANITOR.
Naturally, given our unchangeable, physical appearance, bullies 
tend to swarm us like flies on poo. They're drawn to us. Like a 
magnet, only they are the negative and we are the positive. We're 
drawn together by the law of attraction.

He pauses for a beat.
Do you know what sticks to magnets more than anything, janitor?

He smacks the open locker door closed.
Metal. Cold, hard metal.

He releases and walks away. 
And that's all there is to it! We got shoved in a locker by the bully 
named Bobbert, and now, no thanks to your 'watchful and 
trusted' adult eyes, we have finally escaped his metallic grasp.

THE JANITOR

Uh huh...

He looks at LUCAS.
So what does any of that have to do with a hallway?

LUCAS gulps.
VALENTINA

We were just using our imagination.

LUCAS

Exactly!

MARIO

I mean... what else would we do with all that time on our hands?

THE JANITOR

Mhm.

He pulls out a metal key, unlocks the locker, and opens it to 
reveal the very obvious hall that leads to the underground 
lab.

So, how do you explain that?

The group looks. 
LUCAS

Uh... active imagination?

THE JANITOR closes the door. 

THE JANITOR

Here's what I think happened. I think you all found your way into 
Professor Quantum's lab where you found a robot that can 
potentially manipulate the spacetime continuum and now you're 
trying to cover it up.

They pause, shocked. 

VALENTINA

That's... actually exactly what happened.

LUCAS

How did you know?

THE JANITOR

Not everything here at Newton Middle School is as it seems.

He looks around.
It's also not so safe anymore, either. The 'trusted adult' in me 
would tell you to drop everything and leave, especially since some 
very obviously-evil Russian men just showed up...

LUCAS

Well, that would be the smart thing to do--

THE JANITOR

But...

LUCAS

Why but!?

THE JANITOR

That front entrance through the shed has been sealed since 
Professor Quantum disappeared. If it was open, that means it was 
just opened... and there was only ever three people alive who 

have the tools, codes, or keys needed to open it.

He pauses momentarily.
I'd see that as a sign that you're supposed to be here, wouldn't 
you?

LUCAS

I don't want to see it as anything.

MARIO

I'm surprised you see at all.

LUCAS 

(To MARIO)

Really?

THE JANITOR

It's no matter. I have to go.

He begins walking away, then pauses and turns to the kids 
one last time.

Talk to Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero. They will help you figure this out. 
Talk to no one else. Trust no one else, and don't forget! Seven 
dangerous men walk these halls...

LUCAS and VALENTINA look at MARIO.
 

VALENTINA

You just had to sing 'seven deadly men,' didn't you.

MARIO

I was feeling inspired!

THE JANITOR turns and hastily walks off.
The group stares after him, then look back to each other.

LUCAS

Well. No time like the present.

VALENTINA

I'm beginning to question the validity of that statement with 
every passing second.

MARIO

Past, present, seconds, or minutes... as long as we stick together, 
we'll be all right.

The group exits down the hall.
Once the group is gone, BOBBERT and his cronies step into 
view. Bobbert rubs his hands together in an evil fashion, 
smiling wickedly as he begins forming his plan.

BOBBERT

That robot will be mine...

The song, “Bobbert’s Song,” begins playing as Bobbert steps 
out from the shadows with his cronies, plotting his next 
move.

Performed by Bobbert and Bullies I, II, and III
Scene setup:
The song, “Bobbert’s Song,” begins playing as Bobbert steps out 
from the shadows with his cronies, plotting his next move.

Verse I 
BULLY I

What a world we live in when evil reigns supreme

If you look for an example than you’ll surely look for me,

I’m the nightmare in your hindsight; you’ll see me in your dreams

I’m so stinkin’ evil my Dad can’t stop these things!

BULLY II (spoken)
 Your dad came back?

BULLY I  (spoken)
 Shut up!

Chorus I 
(sung with sarcastic glee and a whimsical tone)

 ALL
 We’re the shadows that always follow,

 The voices that you hear—

BULLY III (spoken)
 And fear!

ALL
 But honestly, we’d rather be anywhere but here!

BOBBERT  (spoken)
 Like, maybe learning to slow dance in the moonlight

 As I’ve always dreamed.

(He notices the bullies. They look puzzled.)

BULLY III  (spoken)
 What are you talking about?

BOBBERT  (points to Bully II, nervously)
What is he talking about?

Verse II 
BULLY II  (sung, attempting to sound menacing but failing humorously)

 I’m the whisper in your ear so close you feel my breathing,
 The shadow in the corner that looks like Misses Freely,
 I’m feared by every one below the height of four feet and growing,
 And with that growth I could get a lot more stinkin’ scary!

BULLY I  (mockingly, spoken)
 You kiss your mother with that mouth?

BULLY II  (spoken)
 No! I have yet to kiss a woman.

Chorus II 
BULLY I

 We put the T in terror!

BULLY II
 The haunted into mansion!

BOBBERT
 Frankly, it’s exhausting how much that we got happenin’!

ALL
 Is it even possible to stop what we are plannin’!?

Verse IV 
BOBBERT (sung with a dark, calculating tone)

 But enough with the games, it’s time I confess,

 There’s a robot to steal, but I would have had less.
 If I wasn’t forced to be super cool
 By joining my forces with these bullied fools.

BOBBERT (spoken)
 But no matter…

(sung)

 I will take that robot and make it my treasure!

 Rule this world fairly by uneven measure!

 Like good people, mistreat the others!

 Just like my rhyming my rule will be… bad!

(The bullies cheer cluelessly.)
 You morons have no clue. This is my path to glory.

BULLY III  (spoken)
 Uh, yeah! Glory! And, uh… maybe world domination?

BOBBERT (spoken)
 Just keep mindlessly following me, boys. I’ll think about the doing. 
Trust me.

Bridge 
ALL

 So let’s find that lab, grab what’s ours, and run,

 When we’ve got that bot, the fun will have just begun!

BOBBERT
 And the last thing that the blasted Valentina will think

 Is that she’d be so happy she got someone like me.

BULLY I  (spoken)
 Dude… you seriously gotta let that go.

BOBBERT  (spoken)
 Yeah, maybe you’re right.

(Pause.)

Chorus III 
ALL

 We’re the Bloody to the Mary

 The Grim to the Reaper

 Hopefully, we won’t be the Sauron to our wringer!

BOBBERT
 Let’s stay focused, particularly on me.

 I’m the lead, you’ll see this when those nerds bow down to me.

 I’ll steal that bot quite awesomely

 And finally show Valenti-ly that I am all powerful and manly…ly.

BULLY II  (spoken)
 Wow.

Outro
BOBBERT  (spoken)

 Prepare to be amazed!

 My destiny awaits!

(The bullies cheer mindlessly as Bobbert laughs maniacally.)
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SCENE III: IVANS IN THE HALL

MARIO

You know, I really did not expect that this random shed door 
would have a fully mechanized locking system.

LUCAS

I don't think anyone expected that or would have any 
reason to. Ever.

VALENTINA

I'm just surprised Bobbert decided to listen.

LUCAS

Me too. I understand why he bullies us, but listening?

MARIO

Maybe he's turning a new leaf?

VALENTINA

After what happened between us? I doubt it. Bobbert changing is 
just as wishful thinking as us thinking we're going to get out of 
here.

MARIO

Well, if it's a wish you want, why don't you make one upon a star?

MARIO pulls out a flashlight and lights up LUCAS and 
VALENTINA.

VALENTINA

... that's not a star.

MARIO sighs.
LUCAS

Where did you get that?

MARIO

I had one on my Beanie Baby.

They take pause.

 LUCA

'My?'

MARIO

Really? That's what you focus on?

VALENTINA

You take your Beanie Babies to school?

MARIO

Please, don't start.

LUCAS

You're making it very hard not to.

MARIO

You both should be thanking me right now! If it wasn't for my love 
of collectables, you both would be riffing in darkness!

VALENTINA

You know what, he's right. We're being ungrateful. It's not every 
day you can be saved by a little girl's toy.

MARIO

Oh, give me a break.

MARIO walks between the two as they smirk and follow. 
MARIO looks around...

What is this place? 

The group looks around as bits and pieces of the area come 
into view. Vines dangle from the walls, greenery surrounds, 
and bits and pieces of what seems to be a lab come into 
view.

LUCAS

I think the better question is why is it on school grounds?

MARIO

Maybe the school gets tax deductions from it?

VALENTINA

What do you know about tax deductions?

MARIO

That rich people benefit from them the most.

LUCAS

Oh... yeah, I guess that's something.

Something catches VALENTINA's eye. 

VALENTINA

Look!

MARIO turns, shining light on some laboratory flashlights. 
She runs over and grabs them, tossing one to LUCAS. The 
two then turn them on, lighting up more of the lab to reveal 
a human-sized robot at the lab's center.
At first, the kids jump in fear, then they calm.

VALENTINA

What is that?

LUCAS

I don't know... I'm seeing it for the first time, too.

VALENTINA

Ha ha, very funny.

She approaches the creation.
How long do you think this been down here?

LUCAS

By the looks of it, maybe five, six years?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me that a secret lab harboring advanced 
technology has been underneath Newton Middle School for at 
least six years?

LUCAS

Maybe ten.

MARIO

(Sarcastic)

Great! Great... no biggie.

VALENTINA

It's kind of a biggie. 

LUCAS

Yup. Biggie Smalls.

 The group turns to LUCAS awkwardly.

VALENTINA

You listen to The Notorious B.I.G.?

LUCAS

On occasion.

VALENTINA

I did not expect that...

MARIO

Too be fair, so does my mom.

VALENTINA 

(To MARIO)

So you listen too?

MARIO

I mean... guilty by association, I guess.

VALENTINA

(To both)

I had no idea you both had tasted of the fruits of the Hip- Hop tree.

LUCAS

After what you just said, I'm just as surprised at you as you are to 
me.

VALENTINA

Please. It's called poetry, which is what real Hip-Hop is.

 MARIO

Word to ya motha.

The group continues to look around. 

LUCAS

All right, let's look for something to help us get out of here.

LUCAS and MARIO walk away from VALENTINA and 
examine the lab more intensely. She keeps examining the 
area around the robot.

MARIO

What are we even looking for?

LUCAS

I don't know. A lever. A button. Something.

MARIO

Oh, good. Should I keep an eye out for a big sign that says 'exit to 
scary underground lab this way?'

LUCAS

Only if you think you can read that many words at once.

MARIO

You know what--

VALENTINA examines a board of buttons.

VALENTINA

Guys! I found Something!

She presses a button and the room of vines and decay 
comes alive as lights light up every corner, the robot at the 

center sitting up achy-like, electricity, gear movement, and 
other lab-related objects shifting and letting out many 
ominous sounds. The three look in awe.

MARIO

Oh—

LUCAS

Snap! What the—

VALENTINA

Heck?

The room settles and the three come back together at the 
center.

LUCAS

That was... unexpected.

VALENTINA

 Unexpected!? More like incredible!

MARIO

Incredibly alarming.

VALENTINA

More like alarmingly incredible!

MARIO

Okay, can we not?

LUCAS

(Nervously)

You're both taking this incredibly well.

VALENTINA

You're not?

LUCAS

I think I have a healthy, normal level of taking of this situation.

VALENTINA

Oh, don't be such a baby.

MARIO

I agree.

LUCAS

Beanie babies.

MARIO

And on that note, I'm gonna continue exploring anywhere other 
than here until I find us a way out.

MARIO leaves the two as VALENTINA and LUCAS Go over 
to the bot.

VALENTINA 

(To LUCAS)

Everything else seems fully functioning... except for this guy.

LUCAS

Maybe he needs more power?

VALENTINA

Maybe...

She looks over at the control center.
Button board? 

LUCAS

Button board.

LUCAS and VALENTINA go to the button board. They begin 
to take notice of the main three settings, labeled.

VALENTINA

You seeing what I'm seeing?

LUCAS

With these new prescription glasses? Absolutely.

 He steps closer and squints.
Date, time, and location.

He looks back to VALENTINA. 
In what context are all those relevant?

VALENTINA

Hm. Time travel?

LUCAS looks, flabbergasted. 

LUCAS

Wow. You came to that conclusion fast.

VALENTINA

Coincidence, mostly. Last week in Ms. Krisek's class we started 
discussing physics. One lesson lead to another and, before you 
know it, we started in on quantum mechanics.

LUCAS

In a middle school science class?

VALENTINA

Advanced Placement.

LUCAS

Fair enough. So, mind dumbing it down for someone who's not in 
an AP 8th grade science class?

VALENTINA

Long lesson short, time travel, as we theorize it, has three main 
variables: The time in which an event takes place, and the 
movement of the person watching in space... also known as 
spacetime.

LUCAS

And the third?

VALENTINA

Branching timelines... but that's more of a multiverse theory.

LUCAS approaches the board. 

LUCAS

Well, theory or not, I see what you're saying... each of these 
buttons does seem to correlate to time travel. Select your day, 
time, and wherever you want to be...

VALENTINA

Exactly.

She begins pushing random buttons.

LUCAS

What are you doing!?

The room begins to spark and random items 
within come to life.

VALENTINA

Testing my favorite scientific theorem!

LUCAS

Which is!?

VALENTINA

The theory of button-push-a-tivity!

The robot beams alive as sparks begin to open 
in-between its arms.

A door flies open by MARIO, the robot's portal fails, 
and everything crescendos to an abrupt halt.

MARIO

(In the distance)
Guys! A door just opened!

VALENTINA

Great! Unfortunately, a portal did not.

LUCAS

Unfortunately!?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me you didn't want to see a portal leading to a 
different time open?

LUCAS

Not really! Besides, it's bold of you to assume it's a portal. What if 
you broke time?!

VALENTINA

'Broke time?'

LUCAS

You know what I mean! 

VALENTINA

There are worse things. 

LUCAS

Like what?

VALENTINA

Like having multiple Lucas' come through a portal instead.

LUCAS

Fair enough.

Lucas looks down, noticing a picture on the board.

LUCAS

Wait a second... 

He grabs it.
Valentina, look.

She does, in disbelief.

VALENTINA

Is that... Ms. Krisek? 

LUCAS

And Mr. Zero.

MARIO walks up.

MARIO

The computer guy?

LUCAS

Well, teacher but... yeah.

MARIO

Sure, 'teacher.'

LUCAS

My question is, who's that in the middle?

MARIO

Professor Quantum. It says in sharpie right there.

LUCAS

I know, Mario—

MARIO

Like, right beneath his lab coat.

LUCAS

Yes, I got that. That's not what I meant... I meant who is he?

VALENTINA

Wait... 'Professor Quantum'... I think I've heard his name before.

She turns around to think. 
Yeah... yeah!

She turns back.

VALENTINA

You guys are such nerds.

LUCAS

Says the AP Science student.

She pauses for a beat, then smiles and raises her first.

VALENTINA

For science!

All three cheer and jump.

MARIO

This way, my fearless friends!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Hazza!

MARIO

Our answers await, and we will find them in the form of song!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Yeah-- wait, what?

Performed by Mario, Lucas, and Valentina
Scene setup:
 Mario leads them to the exit as the song begins. The area 
transforms as they move toward the mysterious door. The tone is 
energetic and adventurous.

Verse I
MARIO

 We’ve always searched for answers,

 It is what I do best.

 Only now, I’ll find a way out,

 Instead of a way to cheat on our tests—

 Probably because, frankly, this is more adventurous!

Chorus I
MARIO, LUCAS & VALENTINA

 Though there is no teacher, we still have questions

 About this hidden place.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to make it… work.

LUCAS
And even though we’re tempting fate and maybe making a big mess—

ALL
 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse II
LUCAS

 Might we run into a cobra?

MARIO
 Or a vicious lioness?

VALENTINA
 Probably not considering...

 (spoken) We’re literally nowhere near Africa—

MARIO (spoken)
But you never know when it comes to adventure!

ALL
 As long as we have each other, we’ll be BFFs forever!

Chorus II
ALL

 Though there might be lessons, we still have no teacher,

 We’re left without a trace.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to get… out of here.

 And even though we’re tempting fate and making a big mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse III
MARIO

 But what if we got serious about what this could be?

 Like what if there’s a monster, plot, or conspiracy?

 What if we’re at the center of the changing  world?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 Ugh, if we get any more ego-centric, I think I’m gonna hurl.

LUCAS (spoken)
But what if he’s right?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 He’s what?

LUCAS & MARIO (spoken)
He’s right!

VALENTINA
 If Mario’s right, our hopes are out of sight.

(Mario drops to his knees center stage — dramatic tone 
shift)

Bridge
MARIO

 But what if I was the hero?

 What if I was more than just a street-smart man?

 (looks at Valentina)
 Would you see me, baby?

VALENTINA (spoken)
Ew.

(Mario turns to Lucas)

MARIO
 Would you look into my eyes?

LUCAS (spoken)
Unfortunately.

MARIO
 And see that there’s more to me than me!

 (rises to his feet)
 That’s the solution! Yeah, that’s the answer—

 To look within to find our exit faster!

Chorus III
ALL

 Though the exit is no clearer, we still have direction,

 Throughout this hidden place.

 We have found our reason and a rhyme that we can trace.

LUCAS (spoken)
Finally!

ALL
 And even though we’ve tempted fate and maybe made a giant 
mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Final Line 

MARIO (Spoken, with passion)
 And nothing—not even seven deadly men—could stop us from 
succeeding!

(Lights dim. Crescendo. Blackout.)

 

Ms. Krisek talks about him all the time! Quite fondly, actually. I 
think they liked each other...

MARIO

Oh-lala.

LUCAS

What makes you say that?

VALENTINA

Call it a girl's intuition. All I know is that they were friends and for 
some reason that benefitted them a lot, from what she says.

LUCAS

Either way, we know one thing for sure: Whatever this place was 
and whatever that robot is, Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero will have 
some answers.

MARIO

(Raising his arm to the air like a knight)

Hazza! A quest!

The other two look at him. LUCAS joins in.

LUCAS

A Quantum Quest!

MARIO

A Quantum Quest for Quantum Club!

LUCAS

For honor!

MARIO

For glory!

LUCAS and MARIO come together, raising their fists high. 
VALENTINA shakes her head.

Your stage

SNAPSHOT: 
Ivan and his team arrive at the school; the kids escape 
the lab through a hidden locker.

LOCATION: 
School hallway and outside the hidden locker

SONGS: Bobbert’s Song

CHARACTERS ACTORS MICS
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IVAN

 The moment to strike is upon us, comrades.

COMRADE I

Yes, comrade. Our ten years of waiting have finally paid off.

IVAN

Despite Professor Quantum's best efforts to stop us from 
attaining his All-Powerful Bender-Bot876005, Working Title, he 
has failed.

COMRADE II

Indeed, comrade. 

IVAN

Thank you, comrade.

COMRADE I

You're welcome, comrade.

IVAN

Not you, Comrade One. I was talking to Comrade Two.

COMRADE III

My apologies, comrade Ivan.

IVAN

Comrade Three, why would I be talking to you?

COMRADE I

Me, comrade?

IVAN

No, Comrade Four! I'm talking to--. Forget it! Let's just get to 
work.

He turns and looks forward.
Thanks to the random power surge from the All-Powerful 
Bender-Bot876005, Working Title, we know it's exact location... 
which should be here.

He looks around.
But to my best knowledge, this appears to be your every-day 
middle school hallway.

COMRADE V

Maybe it's underground, comrade?

IVAN

Excellent thinking, Comrade Five!

Comrade One, pull out the shovel!

COMRADE I

But comrade... what about this janitor that has overheard our 
entire conversation?

IVAN looks at THE JANITOR that COMRADE I is pointing 
at. He walks over ominously, reaching into his jacket.

IVAN

You there... American janitor.

He switches over to an American accent, pulling out a card 
and handing it to the janitor with a polite tone.

I'm here on behalf of the American Janitor Association. Would 
you mind coming with me so we can discuss your performance?

THE JANITOR says nothing. Instead, he blankly looks up. 
IVAN waves his hand in front of THE JANITOR's face 
slowly.

Hello? American janitor?

Nothing again. 
COMRADE II

 Maybe he doesn't speak English?

IVAN

He's American. That's all he speaks.

COMRADE II

I'm just saying. It may be worthwhile to consider a language 
barrier.

IVAN

And what other_ language might he speak, comrade?

They go silent for a second.

COMRADE III

... Russian?

IVAN

 Oh, for Gorbachev's sake!

He switches back to his Russian accent, grabs THE JANI-
TOR, and shakes him vigorously.

Do you understand what I'm saying!?

THE JANITOR doesn't reply. IVAN releases.
Hm. I do not believe this man is present. As the Americans say, the 
house has lights yet no one is turning them on.

COMRADE III

Many-a-luxury for the capitalist who owns a home.

They laugh, Russian-ly. 

IVAN

All right. Let us dig. Without an authority figure in sight, this 
should be fairly easy.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL walks up to the men with the new 
student, LUCIA, beside him.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Hello, gentleman. I'm Principal Howel, the authority figure on 
sight. Can I help you?

They all freeze, COMRADE I holding his digging pose. IVAN 
calmly smiles and steps forward.

IVAN

(In a perfect American accent)

Hello, Principal Howel. My name is... Craig. We're here on behalf 
of the American Janitor Association to do our routine checkup on 
your establishment.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL nods, suspicious. 

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Huh... I don't recall setting up an appointment or the American 
Janitor Association being a thing. Nonetheless, why don't you join 
me and Lucia on our tour around the building? I'd be happy to 
assist you in your janitorial efforts.

He pauses, looks at COMRADE I, then the shovel, then 
back to IVAN.

What's with the shovel?

IVAN

Uh... it is for tough stains.

COMRADE I vigorously scrapes the shovels tip on the tile 
floor with a large, forced smile.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Huh... you learn something new everyday.

(To IVAN)

Where to first?

IVAN

The room that holds all your electricity would be a good place to 
start.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Right this way.

The Russians all leave with PRINCIPAL HOWEL and LUCIA. 
As the last one exits, THE JANITOR slowly 'gains' awareness 
and looks after them, suspicious, concerned, and alert.
Suddenly, the locker behind THE JANITOR budges. He 

remembers, hops forward, and the locker door swings open 
behind him, barely missing. He turns around as LUCAS, MARIO, 
and VALENTINA walk through.

LUCAS

Huh... so that's where that hallway led.

VALENTINA

Why did it lead back to the main hall?

THE JANITOR

(Interrupting)

So many questions... I wonder if we'll ever get answers.

The group freezes. 

MARIO

 Uh... I can explain.

Everyone looks at MARIO, then back to THE JANITOR.

THE JANITOR

Go on...

MARIO wraps his arm around THE JANITOR.

MARIO

 Mr. Janitor. Can I call you Janet?

THE JANITOR

Why would I ever be comfortable with you calling me Janet?

MARIO

(Ignoring the question)

As a trusted adult, you, better than anyone, know the state of this world 
and the struggles therein for people like me and my friends, here.

He turns and points to LUCAS. 
Blind. 

To VALENTINA.

Female. 

To himself.
Handsome.

He continues to walk forward with THE JANITOR.
Naturally, given our unchangeable, physical appearance, bullies 
tend to swarm us like flies on poo. They're drawn to us. Like a 
magnet, only they are the negative and we are the positive. We're 
drawn together by the law of attraction.

He pauses for a beat.
Do you know what sticks to magnets more than anything, janitor?

He smacks the open locker door closed.
Metal. Cold, hard metal.

He releases and walks away. 
And that's all there is to it! We got shoved in a locker by the bully 
named Bobbert, and now, no thanks to your 'watchful and 
trusted' adult eyes, we have finally escaped his metallic grasp.

THE JANITOR

Uh huh...

He looks at LUCAS.
So what does any of that have to do with a hallway?

LUCAS gulps.
VALENTINA

We were just using our imagination.

LUCAS

Exactly!

MARIO

I mean... what else would we do with all that time on our hands?

THE JANITOR

Mhm.

He pulls out a metal key, unlocks the locker, and opens it to 
reveal the very obvious hall that leads to the underground 
lab.

So, how do you explain that?

The group looks. 
LUCAS

Uh... active imagination?

THE JANITOR closes the door. 

THE JANITOR

Here's what I think happened. I think you all found your way into 
Professor Quantum's lab where you found a robot that can 
potentially manipulate the spacetime continuum and now you're 
trying to cover it up.

They pause, shocked. 

VALENTINA

That's... actually exactly what happened.

LUCAS

How did you know?

THE JANITOR

Not everything here at Newton Middle School is as it seems.

He looks around.
It's also not so safe anymore, either. The 'trusted adult' in me 
would tell you to drop everything and leave, especially since some 
very obviously-evil Russian men just showed up...

LUCAS

Well, that would be the smart thing to do--

THE JANITOR

But...

LUCAS

Why but!?

THE JANITOR

That front entrance through the shed has been sealed since 
Professor Quantum disappeared. If it was open, that means it was 
just opened... and there was only ever three people alive who 

have the tools, codes, or keys needed to open it.

He pauses momentarily.
I'd see that as a sign that you're supposed to be here, wouldn't 
you?

LUCAS

I don't want to see it as anything.

MARIO

I'm surprised you see at all.

LUCAS 

(To MARIO)

Really?

THE JANITOR

It's no matter. I have to go.

He begins walking away, then pauses and turns to the kids 
one last time.

Talk to Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero. They will help you figure this out. 
Talk to no one else. Trust no one else, and don't forget! Seven 
dangerous men walk these halls...

LUCAS and VALENTINA look at MARIO.
 

VALENTINA

You just had to sing 'seven deadly men,' didn't you.

MARIO

I was feeling inspired!

THE JANITOR turns and hastily walks off.
The group stares after him, then look back to each other.

LUCAS

Well. No time like the present.

VALENTINA

I'm beginning to question the validity of that statement with 
every passing second.

MARIO

Past, present, seconds, or minutes... as long as we stick together, 
we'll be all right.

The group exits down the hall.
Once the group is gone, BOBBERT and his cronies step into 
view. Bobbert rubs his hands together in an evil fashion, 
smiling wickedly as he begins forming his plan.

BOBBERT

That robot will be mine...

The song, “Bobbert’s Song,” begins playing as Bobbert steps 
out from the shadows with his cronies, plotting his next 
move.

Performed by Bobbert and Bullies I, II, and III
Scene setup:
The song, “Bobbert’s Song,” begins playing as Bobbert steps out 
from the shadows with his cronies, plotting his next move.

Verse I 
BULLY I

What a world we live in when evil reigns supreme

If you look for an example than you’ll surely look for me,

I’m the nightmare in your hindsight; you’ll see me in your dreams

I’m so stinkin’ evil my Dad can’t stop these things!

BULLY II (spoken)
 Your dad came back?

BULLY I  (spoken)
 Shut up!

Chorus I 
(sung with sarcastic glee and a whimsical tone)

 ALL
 We’re the shadows that always follow,

 The voices that you hear—

BULLY III (spoken)
 And fear!

ALL
 But honestly, we’d rather be anywhere but here!

BOBBERT  (spoken)
 Like, maybe learning to slow dance in the moonlight

 As I’ve always dreamed.

(He notices the bullies. They look puzzled.)

BULLY III  (spoken)
 What are you talking about?

BOBBERT  (points to Bully II, nervously)
What is he talking about?

Verse II 
BULLY II  (sung, attempting to sound menacing but failing humorously)

 I’m the whisper in your ear so close you feel my breathing,
 The shadow in the corner that looks like Misses Freely,
 I’m feared by every one below the height of four feet and growing,
 And with that growth I could get a lot more stinkin’ scary!

BULLY I  (mockingly, spoken)
 You kiss your mother with that mouth?

BULLY II  (spoken)
 No! I have yet to kiss a woman.

Chorus II 
BULLY I

 We put the T in terror!

BULLY II
 The haunted into mansion!

BOBBERT
 Frankly, it’s exhausting how much that we got happenin’!

ALL
 Is it even possible to stop what we are plannin’!?

Verse IV 
BOBBERT (sung with a dark, calculating tone)

 But enough with the games, it’s time I confess,

 There’s a robot to steal, but I would have had less.
 If I wasn’t forced to be super cool
 By joining my forces with these bullied fools.

BOBBERT (spoken)
 But no matter…

(sung)

 I will take that robot and make it my treasure!

 Rule this world fairly by uneven measure!

 Like good people, mistreat the others!

 Just like my rhyming my rule will be… bad!

(The bullies cheer cluelessly.)
 You morons have no clue. This is my path to glory.

BULLY III  (spoken)
 Uh, yeah! Glory! And, uh… maybe world domination?

BOBBERT (spoken)
 Just keep mindlessly following me, boys. I’ll think about the doing. 
Trust me.

Bridge 
ALL

 So let’s find that lab, grab what’s ours, and run,

 When we’ve got that bot, the fun will have just begun!

BOBBERT
 And the last thing that the blasted Valentina will think

 Is that she’d be so happy she got someone like me.

BULLY I  (spoken)
 Dude… you seriously gotta let that go.

BOBBERT  (spoken)
 Yeah, maybe you’re right.

(Pause.)

Chorus III 
ALL

 We’re the Bloody to the Mary

 The Grim to the Reaper

 Hopefully, we won’t be the Sauron to our wringer!

BOBBERT
 Let’s stay focused, particularly on me.

 I’m the lead, you’ll see this when those nerds bow down to me.

 I’ll steal that bot quite awesomely

 And finally show Valenti-ly that I am all powerful and manly…ly.

BULLY II  (spoken)
 Wow.

Outro
BOBBERT  (spoken)

 Prepare to be amazed!

 My destiny awaits!

(The bullies cheer mindlessly as Bobbert laughs maniacally.)
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MARIO

You know, I really did not expect that this random shed door 
would have a fully mechanized locking system.

LUCAS

I don't think anyone expected that or would have any 
reason to. Ever.

VALENTINA

I'm just surprised Bobbert decided to listen.

LUCAS

Me too. I understand why he bullies us, but listening?

MARIO

Maybe he's turning a new leaf?

VALENTINA

After what happened between us? I doubt it. Bobbert changing is 
just as wishful thinking as us thinking we're going to get out of 
here.

MARIO

Well, if it's a wish you want, why don't you make one upon a star?

MARIO pulls out a flashlight and lights up LUCAS and 
VALENTINA.

VALENTINA

... that's not a star.

MARIO sighs.
LUCAS

Where did you get that?

MARIO

I had one on my Beanie Baby.

They take pause.

 LUCA

'My?'

MARIO

Really? That's what you focus on?

VALENTINA

You take your Beanie Babies to school?

MARIO

Please, don't start.

LUCAS

You're making it very hard not to.

MARIO

You both should be thanking me right now! If it wasn't for my love 
of collectables, you both would be riffing in darkness!

VALENTINA

You know what, he's right. We're being ungrateful. It's not every 
day you can be saved by a little girl's toy.

MARIO

Oh, give me a break.

MARIO walks between the two as they smirk and follow. 
MARIO looks around...

What is this place? 

The group looks around as bits and pieces of the area come 
into view. Vines dangle from the walls, greenery surrounds, 
and bits and pieces of what seems to be a lab come into 
view.

LUCAS

I think the better question is why is it on school grounds?

MARIO

Maybe the school gets tax deductions from it?

VALENTINA

What do you know about tax deductions?

MARIO

That rich people benefit from them the most.

LUCAS

Oh... yeah, I guess that's something.

Something catches VALENTINA's eye. 

VALENTINA

Look!

MARIO turns, shining light on some laboratory flashlights. 
She runs over and grabs them, tossing one to LUCAS. The 
two then turn them on, lighting up more of the lab to reveal 
a human-sized robot at the lab's center.
At first, the kids jump in fear, then they calm.

VALENTINA

What is that?

LUCAS

I don't know... I'm seeing it for the first time, too.

VALENTINA

Ha ha, very funny.

She approaches the creation.
How long do you think this been down here?

LUCAS

By the looks of it, maybe five, six years?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me that a secret lab harboring advanced 
technology has been underneath Newton Middle School for at 
least six years?

LUCAS

Maybe ten.

MARIO

(Sarcastic)

Great! Great... no biggie.

VALENTINA

It's kind of a biggie. 

LUCAS

Yup. Biggie Smalls.

 The group turns to LUCAS awkwardly.

VALENTINA

You listen to The Notorious B.I.G.?

LUCAS

On occasion.

VALENTINA

I did not expect that...

MARIO

Too be fair, so does my mom.

VALENTINA 

(To MARIO)

So you listen too?

MARIO

I mean... guilty by association, I guess.

VALENTINA

(To both)

I had no idea you both had tasted of the fruits of the Hip- Hop tree.

LUCAS

After what you just said, I'm just as surprised at you as you are to 
me.

VALENTINA

Please. It's called poetry, which is what real Hip-Hop is.

 MARIO

Word to ya motha.

The group continues to look around. 

LUCAS

All right, let's look for something to help us get out of here.

LUCAS and MARIO walk away from VALENTINA and 
examine the lab more intensely. She keeps examining the 
area around the robot.

MARIO

What are we even looking for?

LUCAS

I don't know. A lever. A button. Something.

MARIO

Oh, good. Should I keep an eye out for a big sign that says 'exit to 
scary underground lab this way?'

LUCAS

Only if you think you can read that many words at once.

MARIO

You know what--

VALENTINA examines a board of buttons.

VALENTINA

Guys! I found Something!

She presses a button and the room of vines and decay 
comes alive as lights light up every corner, the robot at the 

center sitting up achy-like, electricity, gear movement, and 
other lab-related objects shifting and letting out many 
ominous sounds. The three look in awe.

MARIO

Oh—

LUCAS

Snap! What the—

VALENTINA

Heck?

The room settles and the three come back together at the 
center.

LUCAS

That was... unexpected.

VALENTINA

 Unexpected!? More like incredible!

MARIO

Incredibly alarming.

VALENTINA

More like alarmingly incredible!

MARIO

Okay, can we not?

LUCAS

(Nervously)

You're both taking this incredibly well.

VALENTINA

You're not?

LUCAS

I think I have a healthy, normal level of taking of this situation.

VALENTINA

Oh, don't be such a baby.

MARIO

I agree.

LUCAS

Beanie babies.

MARIO

And on that note, I'm gonna continue exploring anywhere other 
than here until I find us a way out.

MARIO leaves the two as VALENTINA and LUCAS Go over 
to the bot.

VALENTINA 

(To LUCAS)

Everything else seems fully functioning... except for this guy.

LUCAS

Maybe he needs more power?

VALENTINA

Maybe...

She looks over at the control center.
Button board? 

LUCAS

Button board.

LUCAS and VALENTINA go to the button board. They begin 
to take notice of the main three settings, labeled.

VALENTINA

You seeing what I'm seeing?

LUCAS

With these new prescription glasses? Absolutely.

 He steps closer and squints.
Date, time, and location.

He looks back to VALENTINA. 
In what context are all those relevant?

VALENTINA

Hm. Time travel?

LUCAS looks, flabbergasted. 

LUCAS

Wow. You came to that conclusion fast.

VALENTINA

Coincidence, mostly. Last week in Ms. Krisek's class we started 
discussing physics. One lesson lead to another and, before you 
know it, we started in on quantum mechanics.

LUCAS

In a middle school science class?

VALENTINA

Advanced Placement.

LUCAS

Fair enough. So, mind dumbing it down for someone who's not in 
an AP 8th grade science class?

VALENTINA

Long lesson short, time travel, as we theorize it, has three main 
variables: The time in which an event takes place, and the 
movement of the person watching in space... also known as 
spacetime.

LUCAS

And the third?

VALENTINA

Branching timelines... but that's more of a multiverse theory.

LUCAS approaches the board. 

LUCAS

Well, theory or not, I see what you're saying... each of these 
buttons does seem to correlate to time travel. Select your day, 
time, and wherever you want to be...

VALENTINA

Exactly.

She begins pushing random buttons.

LUCAS

What are you doing!?

The room begins to spark and random items 
within come to life.

VALENTINA

Testing my favorite scientific theorem!

LUCAS

Which is!?

VALENTINA

The theory of button-push-a-tivity!

The robot beams alive as sparks begin to open 
in-between its arms.

A door flies open by MARIO, the robot's portal fails, 
and everything crescendos to an abrupt halt.

MARIO

(In the distance)
Guys! A door just opened!

VALENTINA

Great! Unfortunately, a portal did not.

LUCAS

Unfortunately!?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me you didn't want to see a portal leading to a 
different time open?

LUCAS

Not really! Besides, it's bold of you to assume it's a portal. What if 
you broke time?!

VALENTINA

'Broke time?'

LUCAS

You know what I mean! 

VALENTINA

There are worse things. 

LUCAS

Like what?

VALENTINA

Like having multiple Lucas' come through a portal instead.

LUCAS

Fair enough.

Lucas looks down, noticing a picture on the board.

LUCAS

Wait a second... 

He grabs it.
Valentina, look.

She does, in disbelief.

VALENTINA

Is that... Ms. Krisek? 

LUCAS

And Mr. Zero.

MARIO walks up.

MARIO

The computer guy?

LUCAS

Well, teacher but... yeah.

MARIO

Sure, 'teacher.'

LUCAS

My question is, who's that in the middle?

MARIO

Professor Quantum. It says in sharpie right there.

LUCAS

I know, Mario—

MARIO

Like, right beneath his lab coat.

LUCAS

Yes, I got that. That's not what I meant... I meant who is he?

VALENTINA

Wait... 'Professor Quantum'... I think I've heard his name before.

She turns around to think. 
Yeah... yeah!

She turns back.

VALENTINA

You guys are such nerds.

LUCAS

Says the AP Science student.

She pauses for a beat, then smiles and raises her first.

VALENTINA

For science!

All three cheer and jump.

MARIO

This way, my fearless friends!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Hazza!

MARIO

Our answers await, and we will find them in the form of song!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Yeah-- wait, what?

Performed by Mario, Lucas, and Valentina
Scene setup:
 Mario leads them to the exit as the song begins. The area 
transforms as they move toward the mysterious door. The tone is 
energetic and adventurous.

Verse I
MARIO

 We’ve always searched for answers,

 It is what I do best.

 Only now, I’ll find a way out,

 Instead of a way to cheat on our tests—

 Probably because, frankly, this is more adventurous!

Chorus I
MARIO, LUCAS & VALENTINA

 Though there is no teacher, we still have questions

 About this hidden place.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to make it… work.

LUCAS
And even though we’re tempting fate and maybe making a big mess—

ALL
 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse II
LUCAS

 Might we run into a cobra?

MARIO
 Or a vicious lioness?

VALENTINA
 Probably not considering...

 (spoken) We’re literally nowhere near Africa—

MARIO (spoken)
But you never know when it comes to adventure!

ALL
 As long as we have each other, we’ll be BFFs forever!

Chorus II
ALL

 Though there might be lessons, we still have no teacher,

 We’re left without a trace.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to get… out of here.

 And even though we’re tempting fate and making a big mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse III
MARIO

 But what if we got serious about what this could be?

 Like what if there’s a monster, plot, or conspiracy?

 What if we’re at the center of the changing  world?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 Ugh, if we get any more ego-centric, I think I’m gonna hurl.

LUCAS (spoken)
But what if he’s right?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 He’s what?

LUCAS & MARIO (spoken)
He’s right!

VALENTINA
 If Mario’s right, our hopes are out of sight.

(Mario drops to his knees center stage — dramatic tone 
shift)

Bridge
MARIO

 But what if I was the hero?

 What if I was more than just a street-smart man?

 (looks at Valentina)
 Would you see me, baby?

VALENTINA (spoken)
Ew.

(Mario turns to Lucas)

MARIO
 Would you look into my eyes?

LUCAS (spoken)
Unfortunately.

MARIO
 And see that there’s more to me than me!

 (rises to his feet)
 That’s the solution! Yeah, that’s the answer—

 To look within to find our exit faster!

Chorus III
ALL

 Though the exit is no clearer, we still have direction,

 Throughout this hidden place.

 We have found our reason and a rhyme that we can trace.

LUCAS (spoken)
Finally!

ALL
 And even though we’ve tempted fate and maybe made a giant 
mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Final Line 

MARIO (Spoken, with passion)
 And nothing—not even seven deadly men—could stop us from 
succeeding!

(Lights dim. Crescendo. Blackout.)

 

Ms. Krisek talks about him all the time! Quite fondly, actually. I 
think they liked each other...

MARIO

Oh-lala.

LUCAS

What makes you say that?

VALENTINA

Call it a girl's intuition. All I know is that they were friends and for 
some reason that benefitted them a lot, from what she says.

LUCAS

Either way, we know one thing for sure: Whatever this place was 
and whatever that robot is, Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero will have 
some answers.

MARIO

(Raising his arm to the air like a knight)

Hazza! A quest!

The other two look at him. LUCAS joins in.

LUCAS

A Quantum Quest!

MARIO

A Quantum Quest for Quantum Club!

LUCAS

For honor!

MARIO

For glory!

LUCAS and MARIO come together, raising their fists high. 
VALENTINA shakes her head.

IVAN

 The moment to strike is upon us, comrades.

COMRADE I

Yes, comrade. Our ten years of waiting have finally paid off.

IVAN

Despite Professor Quantum's best efforts to stop us from 
attaining his All-Powerful Bender-Bot876005, Working Title, he 
has failed.

COMRADE II

Indeed, comrade. 

IVAN

Thank you, comrade.

COMRADE I

You're welcome, comrade.

IVAN

Not you, Comrade One. I was talking to Comrade Two.

COMRADE III

My apologies, comrade Ivan.

IVAN

Comrade Three, why would I be talking to you?

COMRADE I

Me, comrade?

Seven deadly men walk into the hall of Newton Middle School as THE JANITOR, ugly, old-looking, and hunched over, 
sweeps, minding his business.

IVAN enters, leading his comrades and having a thick, Russian accent.

IVAN

No, Comrade Four! I'm talking to--. Forget it! Let's just get to 
work.

He turns and looks forward.
Thanks to the random power surge from the All-Powerful 
Bender-Bot876005, Working Title, we know it's exact location... 
which should be here.

He looks around.
But to my best knowledge, this appears to be your every-day 
middle school hallway.

COMRADE V

Maybe it's underground, comrade?

IVAN

Excellent thinking, Comrade Five!

Comrade One, pull out the shovel!

COMRADE I

But comrade... what about this janitor that has overheard our 
entire conversation?

IVAN looks at THE JANITOR that COMRADE I is pointing 
at. He walks over ominously, reaching into his jacket.

IVAN

You there... American janitor.

He switches over to an American accent, pulling out a card 
and handing it to the janitor with a polite tone.

I'm here on behalf of the American Janitor Association. Would 
you mind coming with me so we can discuss your performance?

THE JANITOR says nothing. Instead, he blankly looks up. 
IVAN waves his hand in front of THE JANITOR's face 
slowly.

Hello? American janitor?

Nothing again. 
COMRADE II

 Maybe he doesn't speak English?

IVAN

He's American. That's all he speaks.

COMRADE II

I'm just saying. It may be worthwhile to consider a language 
barrier.

IVAN

And what other_ language might he speak, comrade?

They go silent for a second.

COMRADE III

... Russian?

IVAN

 Oh, for Gorbachev's sake!

He switches back to his Russian accent, grabs THE JANI-
TOR, and shakes him vigorously.

Do you understand what I'm saying!?

THE JANITOR doesn't reply. IVAN releases.
Hm. I do not believe this man is present. As the Americans say, the 
house has lights yet no one is turning them on.

COMRADE III

Many-a-luxury for the capitalist who owns a home.

They laugh, Russian-ly. 

IVAN

All right. Let us dig. Without an authority figure in sight, this 
should be fairly easy.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL walks up to the men with the new 
student, LUCIA, beside him.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Hello, gentleman. I'm Principal Howel, the authority figure on 
sight. Can I help you?

They all freeze, COMRADE I holding his digging pose. IVAN 
calmly smiles and steps forward.

IVAN

(In a perfect American accent)

Hello, Principal Howel. My name is... Craig. We're here on behalf 
of the American Janitor Association to do our routine checkup on 
your establishment.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL nods, suspicious. 

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Huh... I don't recall setting up an appointment or the American 
Janitor Association being a thing. Nonetheless, why don't you join 
me and Lucia on our tour around the building? I'd be happy to 
assist you in your janitorial efforts.

He pauses, looks at COMRADE I, then the shovel, then 
back to IVAN.

What's with the shovel?

IVAN

Uh... it is for tough stains.

COMRADE I vigorously scrapes the shovels tip on the tile 
floor with a large, forced smile.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Huh... you learn something new everyday.

(To IVAN)

Where to first?

IVAN

The room that holds all your electricity would be a good place to 
start.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Right this way.

The Russians all leave with PRINCIPAL HOWEL and LUCIA. 
As the last one exits, THE JANITOR slowly 'gains' awareness 
and looks after them, suspicious, concerned, and alert.
Suddenly, the locker behind THE JANITOR budges. He 

remembers, hops forward, and the locker door swings open 
behind him, barely missing. He turns around as LUCAS, MARIO, 
and VALENTINA walk through.

LUCAS

Huh... so that's where that hallway led.

VALENTINA

Why did it lead back to the main hall?

THE JANITOR

(Interrupting)

So many questions... I wonder if we'll ever get answers.

The group freezes. 

MARIO

 Uh... I can explain.

Everyone looks at MARIO, then back to THE JANITOR.

THE JANITOR

Go on...

MARIO wraps his arm around THE JANITOR.

MARIO

 Mr. Janitor. Can I call you Janet?

THE JANITOR

Why would I ever be comfortable with you calling me Janet?

MARIO

(Ignoring the question)

As a trusted adult, you, better than anyone, know the state of this world 
and the struggles therein for people like me and my friends, here.

He turns and points to LUCAS. 
Blind. 

To VALENTINA.

Female. 

To himself.
Handsome.

He continues to walk forward with THE JANITOR.
Naturally, given our unchangeable, physical appearance, bullies 
tend to swarm us like flies on poo. They're drawn to us. Like a 
magnet, only they are the negative and we are the positive. We're 
drawn together by the law of attraction.

He pauses for a beat.
Do you know what sticks to magnets more than anything, janitor?

He smacks the open locker door closed.
Metal. Cold, hard metal.

He releases and walks away. 
And that's all there is to it! We got shoved in a locker by the bully 
named Bobbert, and now, no thanks to your 'watchful and 
trusted' adult eyes, we have finally escaped his metallic grasp.

THE JANITOR

Uh huh...

He looks at LUCAS.
So what does any of that have to do with a hallway?

LUCAS gulps.
VALENTINA

We were just using our imagination.

LUCAS

Exactly!

MARIO

I mean... what else would we do with all that time on our hands?

THE JANITOR

Mhm.

He pulls out a metal key, unlocks the locker, and opens it to 
reveal the very obvious hall that leads to the underground 
lab.

So, how do you explain that?

The group looks. 
LUCAS

Uh... active imagination?

THE JANITOR closes the door. 

THE JANITOR

Here's what I think happened. I think you all found your way into 
Professor Quantum's lab where you found a robot that can 
potentially manipulate the spacetime continuum and now you're 
trying to cover it up.

They pause, shocked. 

VALENTINA

That's... actually exactly what happened.

LUCAS

How did you know?

THE JANITOR

Not everything here at Newton Middle School is as it seems.

He looks around.
It's also not so safe anymore, either. The 'trusted adult' in me 
would tell you to drop everything and leave, especially since some 
very obviously-evil Russian men just showed up...

LUCAS

Well, that would be the smart thing to do--

THE JANITOR

But...

LUCAS

Why but!?

THE JANITOR

That front entrance through the shed has been sealed since 
Professor Quantum disappeared. If it was open, that means it was 
just opened... and there was only ever three people alive who 

have the tools, codes, or keys needed to open it.

He pauses momentarily.
I'd see that as a sign that you're supposed to be here, wouldn't 
you?

LUCAS

I don't want to see it as anything.

MARIO

I'm surprised you see at all.

LUCAS 

(To MARIO)

Really?

THE JANITOR

It's no matter. I have to go.

He begins walking away, then pauses and turns to the kids 
one last time.

Talk to Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero. They will help you figure this out. 
Talk to no one else. Trust no one else, and don't forget! Seven 
dangerous men walk these halls...

LUCAS and VALENTINA look at MARIO.
 

VALENTINA

You just had to sing 'seven deadly men,' didn't you.

MARIO

I was feeling inspired!

THE JANITOR turns and hastily walks off.
The group stares after him, then look back to each other.

LUCAS

Well. No time like the present.

VALENTINA

I'm beginning to question the validity of that statement with 
every passing second.

MARIO

Past, present, seconds, or minutes... as long as we stick together, 
we'll be all right.

The group exits down the hall.
Once the group is gone, BOBBERT and his cronies step into 
view. Bobbert rubs his hands together in an evil fashion, 
smiling wickedly as he begins forming his plan.

BOBBERT

That robot will be mine...

The song, “Bobbert’s Song,” begins playing as Bobbert steps 
out from the shadows with his cronies, plotting his next 
move.

Performed by Bobbert and Bullies I, II, and III
Scene setup:
The song, “Bobbert’s Song,” begins playing as Bobbert steps out 
from the shadows with his cronies, plotting his next move.

Verse I 
BULLY I

What a world we live in when evil reigns supreme

If you look for an example than you’ll surely look for me,

I’m the nightmare in your hindsight; you’ll see me in your dreams

I’m so stinkin’ evil my Dad can’t stop these things!

BULLY II (spoken)
 Your dad came back?

BULLY I  (spoken)
 Shut up!

Chorus I 
(sung with sarcastic glee and a whimsical tone)

 ALL
 We’re the shadows that always follow,

 The voices that you hear—

BULLY III (spoken)
 And fear!

ALL
 But honestly, we’d rather be anywhere but here!

BOBBERT  (spoken)
 Like, maybe learning to slow dance in the moonlight

 As I’ve always dreamed.

(He notices the bullies. They look puzzled.)

BULLY III  (spoken)
 What are you talking about?

BOBBERT  (points to Bully II, nervously)
What is he talking about?

Verse II 
BULLY II  (sung, attempting to sound menacing but failing humorously)

 I’m the whisper in your ear so close you feel my breathing,
 The shadow in the corner that looks like Misses Freely,
 I’m feared by every one below the height of four feet and growing,
 And with that growth I could get a lot more stinkin’ scary!

BULLY I  (mockingly, spoken)
 You kiss your mother with that mouth?

BULLY II  (spoken)
 No! I have yet to kiss a woman.

Chorus II 
BULLY I

 We put the T in terror!

BULLY II
 The haunted into mansion!

BOBBERT
 Frankly, it’s exhausting how much that we got happenin’!

ALL
 Is it even possible to stop what we are plannin’!?

Verse IV 
BOBBERT (sung with a dark, calculating tone)

 But enough with the games, it’s time I confess,

 There’s a robot to steal, but I would have had less.
 If I wasn’t forced to be super cool
 By joining my forces with these bullied fools.

BOBBERT (spoken)
 But no matter…

(sung)

 I will take that robot and make it my treasure!

 Rule this world fairly by uneven measure!

 Like good people, mistreat the others!

 Just like my rhyming my rule will be… bad!

(The bullies cheer cluelessly.)
 You morons have no clue. This is my path to glory.

BULLY III  (spoken)
 Uh, yeah! Glory! And, uh… maybe world domination?

BOBBERT (spoken)
 Just keep mindlessly following me, boys. I’ll think about the doing. 
Trust me.

Bridge 
ALL

 So let’s find that lab, grab what’s ours, and run,

 When we’ve got that bot, the fun will have just begun!

BOBBERT
 And the last thing that the blasted Valentina will think

 Is that she’d be so happy she got someone like me.

BULLY I  (spoken)
 Dude… you seriously gotta let that go.

BOBBERT  (spoken)
 Yeah, maybe you’re right.

(Pause.)

Chorus III 
ALL

 We’re the Bloody to the Mary

 The Grim to the Reaper

 Hopefully, we won’t be the Sauron to our wringer!

BOBBERT
 Let’s stay focused, particularly on me.

 I’m the lead, you’ll see this when those nerds bow down to me.

 I’ll steal that bot quite awesomely

 And finally show Valenti-ly that I am all powerful and manly…ly.

BULLY II  (spoken)
 Wow.

Outro
BOBBERT  (spoken)

 Prepare to be amazed!

 My destiny awaits!

(The bullies cheer mindlessly as Bobbert laughs maniacally.)
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MARIO

You know, I really did not expect that this random shed door 
would have a fully mechanized locking system.

LUCAS

I don't think anyone expected that or would have any 
reason to. Ever.

VALENTINA

I'm just surprised Bobbert decided to listen.

LUCAS

Me too. I understand why he bullies us, but listening?

MARIO

Maybe he's turning a new leaf?

VALENTINA

After what happened between us? I doubt it. Bobbert changing is 
just as wishful thinking as us thinking we're going to get out of 
here.

MARIO

Well, if it's a wish you want, why don't you make one upon a star?

MARIO pulls out a flashlight and lights up LUCAS and 
VALENTINA.

VALENTINA

... that's not a star.

MARIO sighs.
LUCAS

Where did you get that?

MARIO

I had one on my Beanie Baby.

They take pause.

 LUCA

'My?'

MARIO

Really? That's what you focus on?

VALENTINA

You take your Beanie Babies to school?

MARIO

Please, don't start.

LUCAS

You're making it very hard not to.

MARIO

You both should be thanking me right now! If it wasn't for my love 
of collectables, you both would be riffing in darkness!

VALENTINA

You know what, he's right. We're being ungrateful. It's not every 
day you can be saved by a little girl's toy.

MARIO

Oh, give me a break.

MARIO walks between the two as they smirk and follow. 
MARIO looks around...

What is this place? 

The group looks around as bits and pieces of the area come 
into view. Vines dangle from the walls, greenery surrounds, 
and bits and pieces of what seems to be a lab come into 
view.

LUCAS

I think the better question is why is it on school grounds?

MARIO

Maybe the school gets tax deductions from it?

VALENTINA

What do you know about tax deductions?

MARIO

That rich people benefit from them the most.

LUCAS

Oh... yeah, I guess that's something.

Something catches VALENTINA's eye. 

VALENTINA

Look!

MARIO turns, shining light on some laboratory flashlights. 
She runs over and grabs them, tossing one to LUCAS. The 
two then turn them on, lighting up more of the lab to reveal 
a human-sized robot at the lab's center.
At first, the kids jump in fear, then they calm.

VALENTINA

What is that?

LUCAS

I don't know... I'm seeing it for the first time, too.

VALENTINA

Ha ha, very funny.

She approaches the creation.
How long do you think this been down here?

LUCAS

By the looks of it, maybe five, six years?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me that a secret lab harboring advanced 
technology has been underneath Newton Middle School for at 
least six years?

LUCAS

Maybe ten.

MARIO

(Sarcastic)

Great! Great... no biggie.

VALENTINA

It's kind of a biggie. 

LUCAS

Yup. Biggie Smalls.

 The group turns to LUCAS awkwardly.

VALENTINA

You listen to The Notorious B.I.G.?

LUCAS

On occasion.

VALENTINA

I did not expect that...

MARIO

Too be fair, so does my mom.

VALENTINA 

(To MARIO)

So you listen too?

MARIO

I mean... guilty by association, I guess.

VALENTINA

(To both)

I had no idea you both had tasted of the fruits of the Hip- Hop tree.

LUCAS

After what you just said, I'm just as surprised at you as you are to 
me.

VALENTINA

Please. It's called poetry, which is what real Hip-Hop is.

 MARIO

Word to ya motha.

The group continues to look around. 

LUCAS

All right, let's look for something to help us get out of here.

LUCAS and MARIO walk away from VALENTINA and 
examine the lab more intensely. She keeps examining the 
area around the robot.

MARIO

What are we even looking for?

LUCAS

I don't know. A lever. A button. Something.

MARIO

Oh, good. Should I keep an eye out for a big sign that says 'exit to 
scary underground lab this way?'

LUCAS

Only if you think you can read that many words at once.

MARIO

You know what--

VALENTINA examines a board of buttons.

VALENTINA

Guys! I found Something!

She presses a button and the room of vines and decay 
comes alive as lights light up every corner, the robot at the 

center sitting up achy-like, electricity, gear movement, and 
other lab-related objects shifting and letting out many 
ominous sounds. The three look in awe.

MARIO

Oh—

LUCAS

Snap! What the—

VALENTINA

Heck?

The room settles and the three come back together at the 
center.

LUCAS

That was... unexpected.

VALENTINA

 Unexpected!? More like incredible!

MARIO

Incredibly alarming.

VALENTINA

More like alarmingly incredible!

MARIO

Okay, can we not?

LUCAS

(Nervously)

You're both taking this incredibly well.

VALENTINA

You're not?

LUCAS

I think I have a healthy, normal level of taking of this situation.

VALENTINA

Oh, don't be such a baby.

MARIO

I agree.

LUCAS

Beanie babies.

MARIO

And on that note, I'm gonna continue exploring anywhere other 
than here until I find us a way out.

MARIO leaves the two as VALENTINA and LUCAS Go over 
to the bot.

VALENTINA 

(To LUCAS)

Everything else seems fully functioning... except for this guy.

LUCAS

Maybe he needs more power?

VALENTINA

Maybe...

She looks over at the control center.
Button board? 

LUCAS

Button board.

LUCAS and VALENTINA go to the button board. They begin 
to take notice of the main three settings, labeled.

VALENTINA

You seeing what I'm seeing?

LUCAS

With these new prescription glasses? Absolutely.

 He steps closer and squints.
Date, time, and location.

He looks back to VALENTINA. 
In what context are all those relevant?

VALENTINA

Hm. Time travel?

LUCAS looks, flabbergasted. 

LUCAS

Wow. You came to that conclusion fast.

VALENTINA

Coincidence, mostly. Last week in Ms. Krisek's class we started 
discussing physics. One lesson lead to another and, before you 
know it, we started in on quantum mechanics.

LUCAS

In a middle school science class?

VALENTINA

Advanced Placement.

LUCAS

Fair enough. So, mind dumbing it down for someone who's not in 
an AP 8th grade science class?

VALENTINA

Long lesson short, time travel, as we theorize it, has three main 
variables: The time in which an event takes place, and the 
movement of the person watching in space... also known as 
spacetime.

LUCAS

And the third?

VALENTINA

Branching timelines... but that's more of a multiverse theory.

LUCAS approaches the board. 

LUCAS

Well, theory or not, I see what you're saying... each of these 
buttons does seem to correlate to time travel. Select your day, 
time, and wherever you want to be...

VALENTINA

Exactly.

She begins pushing random buttons.

LUCAS

What are you doing!?

The room begins to spark and random items 
within come to life.

VALENTINA

Testing my favorite scientific theorem!

LUCAS

Which is!?

VALENTINA

The theory of button-push-a-tivity!

The robot beams alive as sparks begin to open 
in-between its arms.

A door flies open by MARIO, the robot's portal fails, 
and everything crescendos to an abrupt halt.

MARIO

(In the distance)
Guys! A door just opened!

VALENTINA

Great! Unfortunately, a portal did not.

LUCAS

Unfortunately!?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me you didn't want to see a portal leading to a 
different time open?

LUCAS

Not really! Besides, it's bold of you to assume it's a portal. What if 
you broke time?!

VALENTINA

'Broke time?'

LUCAS

You know what I mean! 

VALENTINA

There are worse things. 

LUCAS

Like what?

VALENTINA

Like having multiple Lucas' come through a portal instead.

LUCAS

Fair enough.

Lucas looks down, noticing a picture on the board.

LUCAS

Wait a second... 

He grabs it.
Valentina, look.

She does, in disbelief.

VALENTINA

Is that... Ms. Krisek? 

LUCAS

And Mr. Zero.

MARIO walks up.

MARIO

The computer guy?

LUCAS

Well, teacher but... yeah.

MARIO

Sure, 'teacher.'

LUCAS

My question is, who's that in the middle?

MARIO

Professor Quantum. It says in sharpie right there.

LUCAS

I know, Mario—

MARIO

Like, right beneath his lab coat.

LUCAS

Yes, I got that. That's not what I meant... I meant who is he?

VALENTINA

Wait... 'Professor Quantum'... I think I've heard his name before.

She turns around to think. 
Yeah... yeah!

She turns back.

VALENTINA

You guys are such nerds.

LUCAS

Says the AP Science student.

She pauses for a beat, then smiles and raises her first.

VALENTINA

For science!

All three cheer and jump.

MARIO

This way, my fearless friends!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Hazza!

MARIO

Our answers await, and we will find them in the form of song!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Yeah-- wait, what?

Performed by Mario, Lucas, and Valentina
Scene setup:
 Mario leads them to the exit as the song begins. The area 
transforms as they move toward the mysterious door. The tone is 
energetic and adventurous.

Verse I
MARIO

 We’ve always searched for answers,

 It is what I do best.

 Only now, I’ll find a way out,

 Instead of a way to cheat on our tests—

 Probably because, frankly, this is more adventurous!

Chorus I
MARIO, LUCAS & VALENTINA

 Though there is no teacher, we still have questions

 About this hidden place.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to make it… work.

LUCAS
And even though we’re tempting fate and maybe making a big mess—

ALL
 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse II
LUCAS

 Might we run into a cobra?

MARIO
 Or a vicious lioness?

VALENTINA
 Probably not considering...

 (spoken) We’re literally nowhere near Africa—

MARIO (spoken)
But you never know when it comes to adventure!

ALL
 As long as we have each other, we’ll be BFFs forever!

Chorus II
ALL

 Though there might be lessons, we still have no teacher,

 We’re left without a trace.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to get… out of here.

 And even though we’re tempting fate and making a big mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse III
MARIO

 But what if we got serious about what this could be?

 Like what if there’s a monster, plot, or conspiracy?

 What if we’re at the center of the changing  world?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 Ugh, if we get any more ego-centric, I think I’m gonna hurl.

LUCAS (spoken)
But what if he’s right?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 He’s what?

LUCAS & MARIO (spoken)
He’s right!

VALENTINA
 If Mario’s right, our hopes are out of sight.

(Mario drops to his knees center stage — dramatic tone 
shift)

Bridge
MARIO

 But what if I was the hero?

 What if I was more than just a street-smart man?

 (looks at Valentina)
 Would you see me, baby?

VALENTINA (spoken)
Ew.

(Mario turns to Lucas)

MARIO
 Would you look into my eyes?

LUCAS (spoken)
Unfortunately.

MARIO
 And see that there’s more to me than me!

 (rises to his feet)
 That’s the solution! Yeah, that’s the answer—

 To look within to find our exit faster!

Chorus III
ALL

 Though the exit is no clearer, we still have direction,

 Throughout this hidden place.

 We have found our reason and a rhyme that we can trace.

LUCAS (spoken)
Finally!

ALL
 And even though we’ve tempted fate and maybe made a giant 
mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Final Line 

MARIO (Spoken, with passion)
 And nothing—not even seven deadly men—could stop us from 
succeeding!

(Lights dim. Crescendo. Blackout.)

 

Ms. Krisek talks about him all the time! Quite fondly, actually. I 
think they liked each other...

MARIO

Oh-lala.

LUCAS

What makes you say that?

VALENTINA

Call it a girl's intuition. All I know is that they were friends and for 
some reason that benefitted them a lot, from what she says.

LUCAS

Either way, we know one thing for sure: Whatever this place was 
and whatever that robot is, Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero will have 
some answers.

MARIO

(Raising his arm to the air like a knight)

Hazza! A quest!

The other two look at him. LUCAS joins in.

LUCAS

A Quantum Quest!

MARIO

A Quantum Quest for Quantum Club!

LUCAS

For honor!

MARIO

For glory!

LUCAS and MARIO come together, raising their fists high. 
VALENTINA shakes her head.

IVAN

 The moment to strike is upon us, comrades.

COMRADE I

Yes, comrade. Our ten years of waiting have finally paid off.

IVAN

Despite Professor Quantum's best efforts to stop us from 
attaining his All-Powerful Bender-Bot876005, Working Title, he 
has failed.

COMRADE II

Indeed, comrade. 

IVAN

Thank you, comrade.

COMRADE I

You're welcome, comrade.

IVAN

Not you, Comrade One. I was talking to Comrade Two.

COMRADE III

My apologies, comrade Ivan.

IVAN

Comrade Three, why would I be talking to you?

COMRADE I

Me, comrade?

IVAN

No, Comrade Four! I'm talking to--. Forget it! Let's just get to 
work.

He turns and looks forward.
Thanks to the random power surge from the All-Powerful 
Bender-Bot876005, Working Title, we know it's exact location... 
which should be here.

He looks around.
But to my best knowledge, this appears to be your every-day 
middle school hallway.

COMRADE V

Maybe it's underground, comrade?

IVAN

Excellent thinking, Comrade Five!

Comrade One, pull out the shovel!

COMRADE I

But comrade... what about this janitor that has overheard our 
entire conversation?

IVAN looks at THE JANITOR that COMRADE I is pointing 
at. He walks over ominously, reaching into his jacket.

IVAN

You there... American janitor.

He switches over to an American accent, pulling out a card 
and handing it to the janitor with a polite tone.

I'm here on behalf of the American Janitor Association. Would 
you mind coming with me so we can discuss your performance?

THE JANITOR says nothing. Instead, he blankly looks up. 
IVAN waves his hand in front of THE JANITOR's face 
slowly.

Hello? American janitor?

Nothing again. 
COMRADE II

 Maybe he doesn't speak English?

IVAN

He's American. That's all he speaks.

COMRADE II

I'm just saying. It may be worthwhile to consider a language 
barrier.

IVAN

And what other_ language might he speak, comrade?

They go silent for a second.

COMRADE III

... Russian?

IVAN

 Oh, for Gorbachev's sake!

He switches back to his Russian accent, grabs THE JANI-
TOR, and shakes him vigorously.

Do you understand what I'm saying!?

THE JANITOR doesn't reply. IVAN releases.
Hm. I do not believe this man is present. As the Americans say, the 
house has lights yet no one is turning them on.

COMRADE III

Many-a-luxury for the capitalist who owns a home.

They laugh, Russian-ly. 

IVAN

All right. Let us dig. Without an authority figure in sight, this 
should be fairly easy.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL walks up to the men with the new 
student, LUCIA, beside him.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Hello, gentleman. I'm Principal Howel, the authority figure on 
sight. Can I help you?

They all freeze, COMRADE I holding his digging pose. IVAN 
calmly smiles and steps forward.

IVAN

(In a perfect American accent)

Hello, Principal Howel. My name is... Craig. We're here on behalf 
of the American Janitor Association to do our routine checkup on 
your establishment.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL nods, suspicious. 

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Huh... I don't recall setting up an appointment or the American 
Janitor Association being a thing. Nonetheless, why don't you join 
me and Lucia on our tour around the building? I'd be happy to 
assist you in your janitorial efforts.

He pauses, looks at COMRADE I, then the shovel, then 
back to IVAN.

What's with the shovel?

IVAN

Uh... it is for tough stains.

COMRADE I vigorously scrapes the shovels tip on the tile 
floor with a large, forced smile.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Huh... you learn something new everyday.

(To IVAN)

Where to first?

IVAN

The room that holds all your electricity would be a good place to 
start.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Right this way.

The Russians all leave with PRINCIPAL HOWEL and LUCIA. 
As the last one exits, THE JANITOR slowly 'gains' awareness 
and looks after them, suspicious, concerned, and alert.
Suddenly, the locker behind THE JANITOR budges. He 

remembers, hops forward, and the locker door swings open 
behind him, barely missing. He turns around as LUCAS, MARIO, 
and VALENTINA walk through.

LUCAS

Huh... so that's where that hallway led.

VALENTINA

Why did it lead back to the main hall?

THE JANITOR

(Interrupting)

So many questions... I wonder if we'll ever get answers.

The group freezes. 

MARIO

 Uh... I can explain.

Everyone looks at MARIO, then back to THE JANITOR.

THE JANITOR

Go on...

MARIO wraps his arm around THE JANITOR.

MARIO

 Mr. Janitor. Can I call you Janet?

THE JANITOR

Why would I ever be comfortable with you calling me Janet?

MARIO

(Ignoring the question)

As a trusted adult, you, better than anyone, know the state of this world 
and the struggles therein for people like me and my friends, here.

He turns and points to LUCAS. 
Blind. 

To VALENTINA.

Female. 

To himself.
Handsome.

He continues to walk forward with THE JANITOR.
Naturally, given our unchangeable, physical appearance, bullies 
tend to swarm us like flies on poo. They're drawn to us. Like a 
magnet, only they are the negative and we are the positive. We're 
drawn together by the law of attraction.

He pauses for a beat.
Do you know what sticks to magnets more than anything, janitor?

He smacks the open locker door closed.
Metal. Cold, hard metal.

He releases and walks away. 
And that's all there is to it! We got shoved in a locker by the bully 
named Bobbert, and now, no thanks to your 'watchful and 
trusted' adult eyes, we have finally escaped his metallic grasp.

THE JANITOR

Uh huh...

He looks at LUCAS.
So what does any of that have to do with a hallway?

LUCAS gulps.
VALENTINA

We were just using our imagination.

LUCAS

Exactly!

MARIO

I mean... what else would we do with all that time on our hands?

THE JANITOR

Mhm.

He pulls out a metal key, unlocks the locker, and opens it to 
reveal the very obvious hall that leads to the underground 
lab.

So, how do you explain that?

The group looks. 
LUCAS

Uh... active imagination?

THE JANITOR closes the door. 

THE JANITOR

Here's what I think happened. I think you all found your way into 
Professor Quantum's lab where you found a robot that can 
potentially manipulate the spacetime continuum and now you're 
trying to cover it up.

They pause, shocked. 

VALENTINA

That's... actually exactly what happened.

LUCAS

How did you know?

THE JANITOR

Not everything here at Newton Middle School is as it seems.

He looks around.
It's also not so safe anymore, either. The 'trusted adult' in me 
would tell you to drop everything and leave, especially since some 
very obviously-evil Russian men just showed up...

LUCAS

Well, that would be the smart thing to do--

THE JANITOR

But...

LUCAS

Why but!?

THE JANITOR

That front entrance through the shed has been sealed since 
Professor Quantum disappeared. If it was open, that means it was 
just opened... and there was only ever three people alive who 

have the tools, codes, or keys needed to open it.

He pauses momentarily.
I'd see that as a sign that you're supposed to be here, wouldn't 
you?

LUCAS

I don't want to see it as anything.

MARIO

I'm surprised you see at all.

LUCAS 

(To MARIO)

Really?

THE JANITOR

It's no matter. I have to go.

He begins walking away, then pauses and turns to the kids 
one last time.

Talk to Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero. They will help you figure this out. 
Talk to no one else. Trust no one else, and don't forget! Seven 
dangerous men walk these halls...

LUCAS and VALENTINA look at MARIO.
 

VALENTINA

You just had to sing 'seven deadly men,' didn't you.

MARIO

I was feeling inspired!

THE JANITOR turns and hastily walks off.
The group stares after him, then look back to each other.

LUCAS

Well. No time like the present.

VALENTINA

I'm beginning to question the validity of that statement with 
every passing second.

MARIO

Past, present, seconds, or minutes... as long as we stick together, 
we'll be all right.

The group exits down the hall.
Once the group is gone, BOBBERT and his cronies step into 
view. Bobbert rubs his hands together in an evil fashion, 
smiling wickedly as he begins forming his plan.

BOBBERT

That robot will be mine...

The song, “Bobbert’s Song,” begins playing as Bobbert steps 
out from the shadows with his cronies, plotting his next 
move.

Performed by Bobbert and Bullies I, II, and III
Scene setup:
The song, “Bobbert’s Song,” begins playing as Bobbert steps out 
from the shadows with his cronies, plotting his next move.

Verse I 
BULLY I

What a world we live in when evil reigns supreme

If you look for an example than you’ll surely look for me,

I’m the nightmare in your hindsight; you’ll see me in your dreams

I’m so stinkin’ evil my Dad can’t stop these things!

BULLY II (spoken)
 Your dad came back?

BULLY I  (spoken)
 Shut up!

Chorus I 
(sung with sarcastic glee and a whimsical tone)

 ALL
 We’re the shadows that always follow,

 The voices that you hear—

BULLY III (spoken)
 And fear!

ALL
 But honestly, we’d rather be anywhere but here!

BOBBERT  (spoken)
 Like, maybe learning to slow dance in the moonlight

 As I’ve always dreamed.

(He notices the bullies. They look puzzled.)

BULLY III  (spoken)
 What are you talking about?

BOBBERT  (points to Bully II, nervously)
What is he talking about?

Verse II 
BULLY II  (sung, attempting to sound menacing but failing humorously)

 I’m the whisper in your ear so close you feel my breathing,
 The shadow in the corner that looks like Misses Freely,
 I’m feared by every one below the height of four feet and growing,
 And with that growth I could get a lot more stinkin’ scary!

BULLY I  (mockingly, spoken)
 You kiss your mother with that mouth?

BULLY II  (spoken)
 No! I have yet to kiss a woman.

Chorus II 
BULLY I

 We put the T in terror!

BULLY II
 The haunted into mansion!

BOBBERT
 Frankly, it’s exhausting how much that we got happenin’!

ALL
 Is it even possible to stop what we are plannin’!?

Verse IV 
BOBBERT (sung with a dark, calculating tone)

 But enough with the games, it’s time I confess,

 There’s a robot to steal, but I would have had less.
 If I wasn’t forced to be super cool
 By joining my forces with these bullied fools.

BOBBERT (spoken)
 But no matter…

(sung)

 I will take that robot and make it my treasure!

 Rule this world fairly by uneven measure!

 Like good people, mistreat the others!

 Just like my rhyming my rule will be… bad!

(The bullies cheer cluelessly.)
 You morons have no clue. This is my path to glory.

BULLY III  (spoken)
 Uh, yeah! Glory! And, uh… maybe world domination?

BOBBERT (spoken)
 Just keep mindlessly following me, boys. I’ll think about the doing. 
Trust me.

Bridge 
ALL

 So let’s find that lab, grab what’s ours, and run,

 When we’ve got that bot, the fun will have just begun!

BOBBERT
 And the last thing that the blasted Valentina will think

 Is that she’d be so happy she got someone like me.

BULLY I  (spoken)
 Dude… you seriously gotta let that go.

BOBBERT  (spoken)
 Yeah, maybe you’re right.

(Pause.)

Chorus III 
ALL

 We’re the Bloody to the Mary

 The Grim to the Reaper

 Hopefully, we won’t be the Sauron to our wringer!

BOBBERT
 Let’s stay focused, particularly on me.

 I’m the lead, you’ll see this when those nerds bow down to me.

 I’ll steal that bot quite awesomely

 And finally show Valenti-ly that I am all powerful and manly…ly.

BULLY II  (spoken)
 Wow.

Outro
BOBBERT  (spoken)

 Prepare to be amazed!

 My destiny awaits!

(The bullies cheer mindlessly as Bobbert laughs maniacally.)
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MARIO

You know, I really did not expect that this random shed door 
would have a fully mechanized locking system.

LUCAS

I don't think anyone expected that or would have any 
reason to. Ever.

VALENTINA

I'm just surprised Bobbert decided to listen.

LUCAS

Me too. I understand why he bullies us, but listening?

MARIO

Maybe he's turning a new leaf?

VALENTINA

After what happened between us? I doubt it. Bobbert changing is 
just as wishful thinking as us thinking we're going to get out of 
here.

MARIO

Well, if it's a wish you want, why don't you make one upon a star?

MARIO pulls out a flashlight and lights up LUCAS and 
VALENTINA.

VALENTINA

... that's not a star.

MARIO sighs.
LUCAS

Where did you get that?

MARIO

I had one on my Beanie Baby.

They take pause.

 LUCA

'My?'

MARIO

Really? That's what you focus on?

VALENTINA

You take your Beanie Babies to school?

MARIO

Please, don't start.

LUCAS

You're making it very hard not to.

MARIO

You both should be thanking me right now! If it wasn't for my love 
of collectables, you both would be riffing in darkness!

VALENTINA

You know what, he's right. We're being ungrateful. It's not every 
day you can be saved by a little girl's toy.

MARIO

Oh, give me a break.

MARIO walks between the two as they smirk and follow. 
MARIO looks around...

What is this place? 

The group looks around as bits and pieces of the area come 
into view. Vines dangle from the walls, greenery surrounds, 
and bits and pieces of what seems to be a lab come into 
view.

LUCAS

I think the better question is why is it on school grounds?

MARIO

Maybe the school gets tax deductions from it?

VALENTINA

What do you know about tax deductions?

MARIO

That rich people benefit from them the most.

LUCAS

Oh... yeah, I guess that's something.

Something catches VALENTINA's eye. 

VALENTINA

Look!

MARIO turns, shining light on some laboratory flashlights. 
She runs over and grabs them, tossing one to LUCAS. The 
two then turn them on, lighting up more of the lab to reveal 
a human-sized robot at the lab's center.
At first, the kids jump in fear, then they calm.

VALENTINA

What is that?

LUCAS

I don't know... I'm seeing it for the first time, too.

VALENTINA

Ha ha, very funny.

She approaches the creation.
How long do you think this been down here?

LUCAS

By the looks of it, maybe five, six years?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me that a secret lab harboring advanced 
technology has been underneath Newton Middle School for at 
least six years?

LUCAS

Maybe ten.

MARIO

(Sarcastic)

Great! Great... no biggie.

VALENTINA

It's kind of a biggie. 

LUCAS

Yup. Biggie Smalls.

 The group turns to LUCAS awkwardly.

VALENTINA

You listen to The Notorious B.I.G.?

LUCAS

On occasion.

VALENTINA

I did not expect that...

MARIO

Too be fair, so does my mom.

VALENTINA 

(To MARIO)

So you listen too?

MARIO

I mean... guilty by association, I guess.

VALENTINA

(To both)

I had no idea you both had tasted of the fruits of the Hip- Hop tree.

LUCAS

After what you just said, I'm just as surprised at you as you are to 
me.

VALENTINA

Please. It's called poetry, which is what real Hip-Hop is.

 MARIO

Word to ya motha.

The group continues to look around. 

LUCAS

All right, let's look for something to help us get out of here.

LUCAS and MARIO walk away from VALENTINA and 
examine the lab more intensely. She keeps examining the 
area around the robot.

MARIO

What are we even looking for?

LUCAS

I don't know. A lever. A button. Something.

MARIO

Oh, good. Should I keep an eye out for a big sign that says 'exit to 
scary underground lab this way?'

LUCAS

Only if you think you can read that many words at once.

MARIO

You know what--

VALENTINA examines a board of buttons.

VALENTINA

Guys! I found Something!

She presses a button and the room of vines and decay 
comes alive as lights light up every corner, the robot at the 

center sitting up achy-like, electricity, gear movement, and 
other lab-related objects shifting and letting out many 
ominous sounds. The three look in awe.

MARIO

Oh—

LUCAS

Snap! What the—

VALENTINA

Heck?

The room settles and the three come back together at the 
center.

LUCAS

That was... unexpected.

VALENTINA

 Unexpected!? More like incredible!

MARIO

Incredibly alarming.

VALENTINA

More like alarmingly incredible!

MARIO

Okay, can we not?

LUCAS

(Nervously)

You're both taking this incredibly well.

VALENTINA

You're not?

LUCAS

I think I have a healthy, normal level of taking of this situation.

VALENTINA

Oh, don't be such a baby.

MARIO

I agree.

LUCAS

Beanie babies.

MARIO

And on that note, I'm gonna continue exploring anywhere other 
than here until I find us a way out.

MARIO leaves the two as VALENTINA and LUCAS Go over 
to the bot.

VALENTINA 

(To LUCAS)

Everything else seems fully functioning... except for this guy.

LUCAS

Maybe he needs more power?

VALENTINA

Maybe...

She looks over at the control center.
Button board? 

LUCAS

Button board.

LUCAS and VALENTINA go to the button board. They begin 
to take notice of the main three settings, labeled.

VALENTINA

You seeing what I'm seeing?

LUCAS

With these new prescription glasses? Absolutely.

 He steps closer and squints.
Date, time, and location.

He looks back to VALENTINA. 
In what context are all those relevant?

VALENTINA

Hm. Time travel?

LUCAS looks, flabbergasted. 

LUCAS

Wow. You came to that conclusion fast.

VALENTINA

Coincidence, mostly. Last week in Ms. Krisek's class we started 
discussing physics. One lesson lead to another and, before you 
know it, we started in on quantum mechanics.

LUCAS

In a middle school science class?

VALENTINA

Advanced Placement.

LUCAS

Fair enough. So, mind dumbing it down for someone who's not in 
an AP 8th grade science class?

VALENTINA

Long lesson short, time travel, as we theorize it, has three main 
variables: The time in which an event takes place, and the 
movement of the person watching in space... also known as 
spacetime.

LUCAS

And the third?

VALENTINA

Branching timelines... but that's more of a multiverse theory.

LUCAS approaches the board. 

LUCAS

Well, theory or not, I see what you're saying... each of these 
buttons does seem to correlate to time travel. Select your day, 
time, and wherever you want to be...

VALENTINA

Exactly.

She begins pushing random buttons.

LUCAS

What are you doing!?

The room begins to spark and random items 
within come to life.

VALENTINA

Testing my favorite scientific theorem!

LUCAS

Which is!?

VALENTINA

The theory of button-push-a-tivity!

The robot beams alive as sparks begin to open 
in-between its arms.

A door flies open by MARIO, the robot's portal fails, 
and everything crescendos to an abrupt halt.

MARIO

(In the distance)
Guys! A door just opened!

VALENTINA

Great! Unfortunately, a portal did not.

LUCAS

Unfortunately!?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me you didn't want to see a portal leading to a 
different time open?

LUCAS

Not really! Besides, it's bold of you to assume it's a portal. What if 
you broke time?!

VALENTINA

'Broke time?'

LUCAS

You know what I mean! 

VALENTINA

There are worse things. 

LUCAS

Like what?

VALENTINA

Like having multiple Lucas' come through a portal instead.

LUCAS

Fair enough.

Lucas looks down, noticing a picture on the board.

LUCAS

Wait a second... 

He grabs it.
Valentina, look.

She does, in disbelief.

VALENTINA

Is that... Ms. Krisek? 

LUCAS

And Mr. Zero.

MARIO walks up.

MARIO

The computer guy?

LUCAS

Well, teacher but... yeah.

MARIO

Sure, 'teacher.'

LUCAS

My question is, who's that in the middle?

MARIO

Professor Quantum. It says in sharpie right there.

LUCAS

I know, Mario—

MARIO

Like, right beneath his lab coat.

LUCAS

Yes, I got that. That's not what I meant... I meant who is he?

VALENTINA

Wait... 'Professor Quantum'... I think I've heard his name before.

She turns around to think. 
Yeah... yeah!

She turns back.

VALENTINA

You guys are such nerds.

LUCAS

Says the AP Science student.

She pauses for a beat, then smiles and raises her first.

VALENTINA

For science!

All three cheer and jump.

MARIO

This way, my fearless friends!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Hazza!

MARIO

Our answers await, and we will find them in the form of song!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Yeah-- wait, what?

Performed by Mario, Lucas, and Valentina
Scene setup:
 Mario leads them to the exit as the song begins. The area 
transforms as they move toward the mysterious door. The tone is 
energetic and adventurous.

Verse I
MARIO

 We’ve always searched for answers,

 It is what I do best.

 Only now, I’ll find a way out,

 Instead of a way to cheat on our tests—

 Probably because, frankly, this is more adventurous!

Chorus I
MARIO, LUCAS & VALENTINA

 Though there is no teacher, we still have questions

 About this hidden place.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to make it… work.

LUCAS
And even though we’re tempting fate and maybe making a big mess—

ALL
 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse II
LUCAS

 Might we run into a cobra?

MARIO
 Or a vicious lioness?

VALENTINA
 Probably not considering...

 (spoken) We’re literally nowhere near Africa—

MARIO (spoken)
But you never know when it comes to adventure!

ALL
 As long as we have each other, we’ll be BFFs forever!

Chorus II
ALL

 Though there might be lessons, we still have no teacher,

 We’re left without a trace.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to get… out of here.

 And even though we’re tempting fate and making a big mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse III
MARIO

 But what if we got serious about what this could be?

 Like what if there’s a monster, plot, or conspiracy?

 What if we’re at the center of the changing  world?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 Ugh, if we get any more ego-centric, I think I’m gonna hurl.

LUCAS (spoken)
But what if he’s right?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 He’s what?

LUCAS & MARIO (spoken)
He’s right!

VALENTINA
 If Mario’s right, our hopes are out of sight.

(Mario drops to his knees center stage — dramatic tone 
shift)

Bridge
MARIO

 But what if I was the hero?

 What if I was more than just a street-smart man?

 (looks at Valentina)
 Would you see me, baby?

VALENTINA (spoken)
Ew.

(Mario turns to Lucas)

MARIO
 Would you look into my eyes?

LUCAS (spoken)
Unfortunately.

MARIO
 And see that there’s more to me than me!

 (rises to his feet)
 That’s the solution! Yeah, that’s the answer—

 To look within to find our exit faster!

Chorus III
ALL

 Though the exit is no clearer, we still have direction,

 Throughout this hidden place.

 We have found our reason and a rhyme that we can trace.

LUCAS (spoken)
Finally!

ALL
 And even though we’ve tempted fate and maybe made a giant 
mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Final Line 

MARIO (Spoken, with passion)
 And nothing—not even seven deadly men—could stop us from 
succeeding!

(Lights dim. Crescendo. Blackout.)

 

Ms. Krisek talks about him all the time! Quite fondly, actually. I 
think they liked each other...

MARIO

Oh-lala.

LUCAS

What makes you say that?

VALENTINA

Call it a girl's intuition. All I know is that they were friends and for 
some reason that benefitted them a lot, from what she says.

LUCAS

Either way, we know one thing for sure: Whatever this place was 
and whatever that robot is, Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero will have 
some answers.

MARIO

(Raising his arm to the air like a knight)

Hazza! A quest!

The other two look at him. LUCAS joins in.

LUCAS

A Quantum Quest!

MARIO

A Quantum Quest for Quantum Club!

LUCAS

For honor!

MARIO

For glory!

LUCAS and MARIO come together, raising their fists high. 
VALENTINA shakes her head.

IVAN

 The moment to strike is upon us, comrades.

COMRADE I

Yes, comrade. Our ten years of waiting have finally paid off.

IVAN

Despite Professor Quantum's best efforts to stop us from 
attaining his All-Powerful Bender-Bot876005, Working Title, he 
has failed.

COMRADE II

Indeed, comrade. 

IVAN

Thank you, comrade.

COMRADE I

You're welcome, comrade.

IVAN

Not you, Comrade One. I was talking to Comrade Two.

COMRADE III

My apologies, comrade Ivan.

IVAN

Comrade Three, why would I be talking to you?

COMRADE I

Me, comrade?

IVAN

No, Comrade Four! I'm talking to--. Forget it! Let's just get to 
work.

He turns and looks forward.
Thanks to the random power surge from the All-Powerful 
Bender-Bot876005, Working Title, we know it's exact location... 
which should be here.

He looks around.
But to my best knowledge, this appears to be your every-day 
middle school hallway.

COMRADE V

Maybe it's underground, comrade?

IVAN

Excellent thinking, Comrade Five!

Comrade One, pull out the shovel!

COMRADE I

But comrade... what about this janitor that has overheard our 
entire conversation?

IVAN looks at THE JANITOR that COMRADE I is pointing 
at. He walks over ominously, reaching into his jacket.

IVAN

You there... American janitor.

He switches over to an American accent, pulling out a card 
and handing it to the janitor with a polite tone.

I'm here on behalf of the American Janitor Association. Would 
you mind coming with me so we can discuss your performance?

THE JANITOR says nothing. Instead, he blankly looks up. 
IVAN waves his hand in front of THE JANITOR's face 
slowly.

Hello? American janitor?

Nothing again. 
COMRADE II

 Maybe he doesn't speak English?

IVAN

He's American. That's all he speaks.

COMRADE II

I'm just saying. It may be worthwhile to consider a language 
barrier.

IVAN

And what other_ language might he speak, comrade?

They go silent for a second.

COMRADE III

... Russian?

IVAN

 Oh, for Gorbachev's sake!

He switches back to his Russian accent, grabs THE JANI-
TOR, and shakes him vigorously.

Do you understand what I'm saying!?

THE JANITOR doesn't reply. IVAN releases.
Hm. I do not believe this man is present. As the Americans say, the 
house has lights yet no one is turning them on.

COMRADE III

Many-a-luxury for the capitalist who owns a home.

They laugh, Russian-ly. 

IVAN

All right. Let us dig. Without an authority figure in sight, this 
should be fairly easy.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL walks up to the men with the new 
student, LUCIA, beside him.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Hello, gentleman. I'm Principal Howel, the authority figure on 
sight. Can I help you?

They all freeze, COMRADE I holding his digging pose. IVAN 
calmly smiles and steps forward.

IVAN

(In a perfect American accent)

Hello, Principal Howel. My name is... Craig. We're here on behalf 
of the American Janitor Association to do our routine checkup on 
your establishment.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL nods, suspicious. 

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Huh... I don't recall setting up an appointment or the American 
Janitor Association being a thing. Nonetheless, why don't you join 
me and Lucia on our tour around the building? I'd be happy to 
assist you in your janitorial efforts.

He pauses, looks at COMRADE I, then the shovel, then 
back to IVAN.

What's with the shovel?

IVAN

Uh... it is for tough stains.

COMRADE I vigorously scrapes the shovels tip on the tile 
floor with a large, forced smile.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Huh... you learn something new everyday.

(To IVAN)

Where to first?

IVAN

The room that holds all your electricity would be a good place to 
start.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Right this way.

The Russians all leave with PRINCIPAL HOWEL and LUCIA. 
As the last one exits, THE JANITOR slowly 'gains' awareness 
and looks after them, suspicious, concerned, and alert.
Suddenly, the locker behind THE JANITOR budges. He 

remembers, hops forward, and the locker door swings open 
behind him, barely missing. He turns around as LUCAS, MARIO, 
and VALENTINA walk through.

LUCAS

Huh... so that's where that hallway led.

VALENTINA

Why did it lead back to the main hall?

THE JANITOR

(Interrupting)

So many questions... I wonder if we'll ever get answers.

The group freezes. 

MARIO

 Uh... I can explain.

Everyone looks at MARIO, then back to THE JANITOR.

THE JANITOR

Go on...

MARIO wraps his arm around THE JANITOR.

MARIO

 Mr. Janitor. Can I call you Janet?

THE JANITOR

Why would I ever be comfortable with you calling me Janet?

MARIO

(Ignoring the question)

As a trusted adult, you, better than anyone, know the state of this world 
and the struggles therein for people like me and my friends, here.

He turns and points to LUCAS. 
Blind. 

To VALENTINA.

Female. 

To himself.
Handsome.

He continues to walk forward with THE JANITOR.
Naturally, given our unchangeable, physical appearance, bullies 
tend to swarm us like flies on poo. They're drawn to us. Like a 
magnet, only they are the negative and we are the positive. We're 
drawn together by the law of attraction.

He pauses for a beat.
Do you know what sticks to magnets more than anything, janitor?

He smacks the open locker door closed.
Metal. Cold, hard metal.

He releases and walks away. 
And that's all there is to it! We got shoved in a locker by the bully 
named Bobbert, and now, no thanks to your 'watchful and 
trusted' adult eyes, we have finally escaped his metallic grasp.

THE JANITOR

Uh huh...

He looks at LUCAS.
So what does any of that have to do with a hallway?

LUCAS gulps.
VALENTINA

We were just using our imagination.

LUCAS

Exactly!

MARIO

I mean... what else would we do with all that time on our hands?

THE JANITOR

Mhm.

He pulls out a metal key, unlocks the locker, and opens it to 
reveal the very obvious hall that leads to the underground 
lab.

So, how do you explain that?

The group looks. 
LUCAS

Uh... active imagination?

THE JANITOR closes the door. 

THE JANITOR

Here's what I think happened. I think you all found your way into 
Professor Quantum's lab where you found a robot that can 
potentially manipulate the spacetime continuum and now you're 
trying to cover it up.

They pause, shocked. 

VALENTINA

That's... actually exactly what happened.

LUCAS

How did you know?

THE JANITOR

Not everything here at Newton Middle School is as it seems.

He looks around.
It's also not so safe anymore, either. The 'trusted adult' in me 
would tell you to drop everything and leave, especially since some 
very obviously-evil Russian men just showed up...

LUCAS

Well, that would be the smart thing to do--

THE JANITOR

But...

LUCAS

Why but!?

THE JANITOR

That front entrance through the shed has been sealed since 
Professor Quantum disappeared. If it was open, that means it was 
just opened... and there was only ever three people alive who 

have the tools, codes, or keys needed to open it.

He pauses momentarily.
I'd see that as a sign that you're supposed to be here, wouldn't 
you?

LUCAS

I don't want to see it as anything.

MARIO

I'm surprised you see at all.

LUCAS 

(To MARIO)

Really?

THE JANITOR

It's no matter. I have to go.

He begins walking away, then pauses and turns to the kids 
one last time.

Talk to Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero. They will help you figure this out. 
Talk to no one else. Trust no one else, and don't forget! Seven 
dangerous men walk these halls...

LUCAS and VALENTINA look at MARIO.
 

VALENTINA

You just had to sing 'seven deadly men,' didn't you.

MARIO

I was feeling inspired!

THE JANITOR turns and hastily walks off.
The group stares after him, then look back to each other.

LUCAS

Well. No time like the present.

VALENTINA

I'm beginning to question the validity of that statement with 
every passing second.

MARIO

Past, present, seconds, or minutes... as long as we stick together, 
we'll be all right.

The group exits down the hall.
Once the group is gone, BOBBERT and his cronies step into 
view. Bobbert rubs his hands together in an evil fashion, 
smiling wickedly as he begins forming his plan.

BOBBERT

That robot will be mine...

The song, “Bobbert’s Song,” begins playing as Bobbert steps 
out from the shadows with his cronies, plotting his next 
move.

Performed by Bobbert and Bullies I, II, and III
Scene setup:
The song, “Bobbert’s Song,” begins playing as Bobbert steps out 
from the shadows with his cronies, plotting his next move.

Verse I 
BULLY I

What a world we live in when evil reigns supreme

If you look for an example than you’ll surely look for me,

I’m the nightmare in your hindsight; you’ll see me in your dreams

I’m so stinkin’ evil my Dad can’t stop these things!

BULLY II (spoken)
 Your dad came back?

BULLY I  (spoken)
 Shut up!

Chorus I 
(sung with sarcastic glee and a whimsical tone)

 ALL
 We’re the shadows that always follow,

 The voices that you hear—

BULLY III (spoken)
 And fear!

ALL
 But honestly, we’d rather be anywhere but here!

BOBBERT  (spoken)
 Like, maybe learning to slow dance in the moonlight

 As I’ve always dreamed.

(He notices the bullies. They look puzzled.)

BULLY III  (spoken)
 What are you talking about?

BOBBERT  (points to Bully II, nervously)
What is he talking about?

Verse II 
BULLY II  (sung, attempting to sound menacing but failing humorously)

 I’m the whisper in your ear so close you feel my breathing,
 The shadow in the corner that looks like Misses Freely,
 I’m feared by every one below the height of four feet and growing,
 And with that growth I could get a lot more stinkin’ scary!

BULLY I  (mockingly, spoken)
 You kiss your mother with that mouth?

BULLY II  (spoken)
 No! I have yet to kiss a woman.

Chorus II 
BULLY I

 We put the T in terror!

BULLY II
 The haunted into mansion!

BOBBERT
 Frankly, it’s exhausting how much that we got happenin’!

ALL
 Is it even possible to stop what we are plannin’!?

Verse IV 
BOBBERT (sung with a dark, calculating tone)

 But enough with the games, it’s time I confess,

 There’s a robot to steal, but I would have had less.
 If I wasn’t forced to be super cool
 By joining my forces with these bullied fools.

BOBBERT (spoken)
 But no matter…

(sung)

 I will take that robot and make it my treasure!

 Rule this world fairly by uneven measure!

 Like good people, mistreat the others!

 Just like my rhyming my rule will be… bad!

(The bullies cheer cluelessly.)
 You morons have no clue. This is my path to glory.

BULLY III  (spoken)
 Uh, yeah! Glory! And, uh… maybe world domination?

BOBBERT (spoken)
 Just keep mindlessly following me, boys. I’ll think about the doing. 
Trust me.

Bridge 
ALL

 So let’s find that lab, grab what’s ours, and run,

 When we’ve got that bot, the fun will have just begun!

BOBBERT
 And the last thing that the blasted Valentina will think

 Is that she’d be so happy she got someone like me.

BULLY I  (spoken)
 Dude… you seriously gotta let that go.

BOBBERT  (spoken)
 Yeah, maybe you’re right.

(Pause.)

Chorus III 
ALL

 We’re the Bloody to the Mary

 The Grim to the Reaper

 Hopefully, we won’t be the Sauron to our wringer!

BOBBERT
 Let’s stay focused, particularly on me.

 I’m the lead, you’ll see this when those nerds bow down to me.

 I’ll steal that bot quite awesomely

 And finally show Valenti-ly that I am all powerful and manly…ly.

BULLY II  (spoken)
 Wow.

Outro
BOBBERT  (spoken)

 Prepare to be amazed!

 My destiny awaits!

(The bullies cheer mindlessly as Bobbert laughs maniacally.)
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MARIO

You know, I really did not expect that this random shed door 
would have a fully mechanized locking system.

LUCAS

I don't think anyone expected that or would have any 
reason to. Ever.

VALENTINA

I'm just surprised Bobbert decided to listen.

LUCAS

Me too. I understand why he bullies us, but listening?

MARIO

Maybe he's turning a new leaf?

VALENTINA

After what happened between us? I doubt it. Bobbert changing is 
just as wishful thinking as us thinking we're going to get out of 
here.

MARIO

Well, if it's a wish you want, why don't you make one upon a star?

MARIO pulls out a flashlight and lights up LUCAS and 
VALENTINA.

VALENTINA

... that's not a star.

MARIO sighs.
LUCAS

Where did you get that?

MARIO

I had one on my Beanie Baby.

They take pause.

 LUCA

'My?'

MARIO

Really? That's what you focus on?

VALENTINA

You take your Beanie Babies to school?

MARIO

Please, don't start.

LUCAS

You're making it very hard not to.

MARIO

You both should be thanking me right now! If it wasn't for my love 
of collectables, you both would be riffing in darkness!

VALENTINA

You know what, he's right. We're being ungrateful. It's not every 
day you can be saved by a little girl's toy.

MARIO

Oh, give me a break.

MARIO walks between the two as they smirk and follow. 
MARIO looks around...

What is this place? 

The group looks around as bits and pieces of the area come 
into view. Vines dangle from the walls, greenery surrounds, 
and bits and pieces of what seems to be a lab come into 
view.

LUCAS

I think the better question is why is it on school grounds?

MARIO

Maybe the school gets tax deductions from it?

VALENTINA

What do you know about tax deductions?

MARIO

That rich people benefit from them the most.

LUCAS

Oh... yeah, I guess that's something.

Something catches VALENTINA's eye. 

VALENTINA

Look!

MARIO turns, shining light on some laboratory flashlights. 
She runs over and grabs them, tossing one to LUCAS. The 
two then turn them on, lighting up more of the lab to reveal 
a human-sized robot at the lab's center.
At first, the kids jump in fear, then they calm.

VALENTINA

What is that?

LUCAS

I don't know... I'm seeing it for the first time, too.

VALENTINA

Ha ha, very funny.

She approaches the creation.
How long do you think this been down here?

LUCAS

By the looks of it, maybe five, six years?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me that a secret lab harboring advanced 
technology has been underneath Newton Middle School for at 
least six years?

LUCAS

Maybe ten.

MARIO

(Sarcastic)

Great! Great... no biggie.

VALENTINA

It's kind of a biggie. 

LUCAS

Yup. Biggie Smalls.

 The group turns to LUCAS awkwardly.

VALENTINA

You listen to The Notorious B.I.G.?

LUCAS

On occasion.

VALENTINA

I did not expect that...

MARIO

Too be fair, so does my mom.

VALENTINA 

(To MARIO)

So you listen too?

MARIO

I mean... guilty by association, I guess.

VALENTINA

(To both)

I had no idea you both had tasted of the fruits of the Hip- Hop tree.

LUCAS

After what you just said, I'm just as surprised at you as you are to 
me.

VALENTINA

Please. It's called poetry, which is what real Hip-Hop is.

 MARIO

Word to ya motha.

The group continues to look around. 

LUCAS

All right, let's look for something to help us get out of here.

LUCAS and MARIO walk away from VALENTINA and 
examine the lab more intensely. She keeps examining the 
area around the robot.

MARIO

What are we even looking for?

LUCAS

I don't know. A lever. A button. Something.

MARIO

Oh, good. Should I keep an eye out for a big sign that says 'exit to 
scary underground lab this way?'

LUCAS

Only if you think you can read that many words at once.

MARIO

You know what--

VALENTINA examines a board of buttons.

VALENTINA

Guys! I found Something!

She presses a button and the room of vines and decay 
comes alive as lights light up every corner, the robot at the 

center sitting up achy-like, electricity, gear movement, and 
other lab-related objects shifting and letting out many 
ominous sounds. The three look in awe.

MARIO

Oh—

LUCAS

Snap! What the—

VALENTINA

Heck?

The room settles and the three come back together at the 
center.

LUCAS

That was... unexpected.

VALENTINA

 Unexpected!? More like incredible!

MARIO

Incredibly alarming.

VALENTINA

More like alarmingly incredible!

MARIO

Okay, can we not?

LUCAS

(Nervously)

You're both taking this incredibly well.

VALENTINA

You're not?

LUCAS

I think I have a healthy, normal level of taking of this situation.

VALENTINA

Oh, don't be such a baby.

MARIO

I agree.

LUCAS

Beanie babies.

MARIO

And on that note, I'm gonna continue exploring anywhere other 
than here until I find us a way out.

MARIO leaves the two as VALENTINA and LUCAS Go over 
to the bot.

VALENTINA 

(To LUCAS)

Everything else seems fully functioning... except for this guy.

LUCAS

Maybe he needs more power?

VALENTINA

Maybe...

She looks over at the control center.
Button board? 

LUCAS

Button board.

LUCAS and VALENTINA go to the button board. They begin 
to take notice of the main three settings, labeled.

VALENTINA

You seeing what I'm seeing?

LUCAS

With these new prescription glasses? Absolutely.

 He steps closer and squints.
Date, time, and location.

He looks back to VALENTINA. 
In what context are all those relevant?

VALENTINA

Hm. Time travel?

LUCAS looks, flabbergasted. 

LUCAS

Wow. You came to that conclusion fast.

VALENTINA

Coincidence, mostly. Last week in Ms. Krisek's class we started 
discussing physics. One lesson lead to another and, before you 
know it, we started in on quantum mechanics.

LUCAS

In a middle school science class?

VALENTINA

Advanced Placement.

LUCAS

Fair enough. So, mind dumbing it down for someone who's not in 
an AP 8th grade science class?

VALENTINA

Long lesson short, time travel, as we theorize it, has three main 
variables: The time in which an event takes place, and the 
movement of the person watching in space... also known as 
spacetime.

LUCAS

And the third?

VALENTINA

Branching timelines... but that's more of a multiverse theory.

LUCAS approaches the board. 

LUCAS

Well, theory or not, I see what you're saying... each of these 
buttons does seem to correlate to time travel. Select your day, 
time, and wherever you want to be...

VALENTINA

Exactly.

She begins pushing random buttons.

LUCAS

What are you doing!?

The room begins to spark and random items 
within come to life.

VALENTINA

Testing my favorite scientific theorem!

LUCAS

Which is!?

VALENTINA

The theory of button-push-a-tivity!

The robot beams alive as sparks begin to open 
in-between its arms.

A door flies open by MARIO, the robot's portal fails, 
and everything crescendos to an abrupt halt.

MARIO

(In the distance)
Guys! A door just opened!

VALENTINA

Great! Unfortunately, a portal did not.

LUCAS

Unfortunately!?

VALENTINA

You mean to tell me you didn't want to see a portal leading to a 
different time open?

LUCAS

Not really! Besides, it's bold of you to assume it's a portal. What if 
you broke time?!

VALENTINA

'Broke time?'

LUCAS

You know what I mean! 

VALENTINA

There are worse things. 

LUCAS

Like what?

VALENTINA

Like having multiple Lucas' come through a portal instead.

LUCAS

Fair enough.

Lucas looks down, noticing a picture on the board.

LUCAS

Wait a second... 

He grabs it.
Valentina, look.

She does, in disbelief.

VALENTINA

Is that... Ms. Krisek? 

LUCAS

And Mr. Zero.

MARIO walks up.

MARIO

The computer guy?

LUCAS

Well, teacher but... yeah.

MARIO

Sure, 'teacher.'

LUCAS

My question is, who's that in the middle?

MARIO

Professor Quantum. It says in sharpie right there.

LUCAS

I know, Mario—

MARIO

Like, right beneath his lab coat.

LUCAS

Yes, I got that. That's not what I meant... I meant who is he?

VALENTINA

Wait... 'Professor Quantum'... I think I've heard his name before.

She turns around to think. 
Yeah... yeah!

She turns back.

VALENTINA

You guys are such nerds.

LUCAS

Says the AP Science student.

She pauses for a beat, then smiles and raises her first.

VALENTINA

For science!

All three cheer and jump.

MARIO

This way, my fearless friends!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Hazza!

MARIO

Our answers await, and we will find them in the form of song!

VALENTINA & LUCAS

Yeah-- wait, what?

Performed by Mario, Lucas, and Valentina
Scene setup:
 Mario leads them to the exit as the song begins. The area 
transforms as they move toward the mysterious door. The tone is 
energetic and adventurous.

Verse I
MARIO

 We’ve always searched for answers,

 It is what I do best.

 Only now, I’ll find a way out,

 Instead of a way to cheat on our tests—

 Probably because, frankly, this is more adventurous!

Chorus I
MARIO, LUCAS & VALENTINA

 Though there is no teacher, we still have questions

 About this hidden place.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to make it… work.

LUCAS
And even though we’re tempting fate and maybe making a big mess—

ALL
 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse II
LUCAS

 Might we run into a cobra?

MARIO
 Or a vicious lioness?

VALENTINA
 Probably not considering...

 (spoken) We’re literally nowhere near Africa—

MARIO (spoken)
But you never know when it comes to adventure!

ALL
 As long as we have each other, we’ll be BFFs forever!

Chorus II
ALL

 Though there might be lessons, we still have no teacher,

 We’re left without a trace.

 We’re left without a reason or a rhyme to get… out of here.

 And even though we’re tempting fate and making a big mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Verse III
MARIO

 But what if we got serious about what this could be?

 Like what if there’s a monster, plot, or conspiracy?

 What if we’re at the center of the changing  world?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 Ugh, if we get any more ego-centric, I think I’m gonna hurl.

LUCAS (spoken)
But what if he’s right?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 He’s what?

LUCAS & MARIO (spoken)
He’s right!

VALENTINA
 If Mario’s right, our hopes are out of sight.

(Mario drops to his knees center stage — dramatic tone 
shift)

Bridge
MARIO

 But what if I was the hero?

 What if I was more than just a street-smart man?

 (looks at Valentina)
 Would you see me, baby?

VALENTINA (spoken)
Ew.

(Mario turns to Lucas)

MARIO
 Would you look into my eyes?

LUCAS (spoken)
Unfortunately.

MARIO
 And see that there’s more to me than me!

 (rises to his feet)
 That’s the solution! Yeah, that’s the answer—

 To look within to find our exit faster!

Chorus III
ALL

 Though the exit is no clearer, we still have direction,

 Throughout this hidden place.

 We have found our reason and a rhyme that we can trace.

LUCAS (spoken)
Finally!

ALL
 And even though we’ve tempted fate and maybe made a giant 
mess—

 As long as we’re together, we won’t be answer-less!

Final Line 

MARIO (Spoken, with passion)
 And nothing—not even seven deadly men—could stop us from 
succeeding!

(Lights dim. Crescendo. Blackout.)

 

Ms. Krisek talks about him all the time! Quite fondly, actually. I 
think they liked each other...

MARIO

Oh-lala.

LUCAS

What makes you say that?

VALENTINA

Call it a girl's intuition. All I know is that they were friends and for 
some reason that benefitted them a lot, from what she says.

LUCAS

Either way, we know one thing for sure: Whatever this place was 
and whatever that robot is, Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero will have 
some answers.

MARIO

(Raising his arm to the air like a knight)

Hazza! A quest!

The other two look at him. LUCAS joins in.

LUCAS

A Quantum Quest!

MARIO

A Quantum Quest for Quantum Club!

LUCAS

For honor!

MARIO

For glory!

LUCAS and MARIO come together, raising their fists high. 
VALENTINA shakes her head.

IVAN

 The moment to strike is upon us, comrades.

COMRADE I

Yes, comrade. Our ten years of waiting have finally paid off.

IVAN

Despite Professor Quantum's best efforts to stop us from 
attaining his All-Powerful Bender-Bot876005, Working Title, he 
has failed.

COMRADE II

Indeed, comrade. 

IVAN

Thank you, comrade.

COMRADE I

You're welcome, comrade.

IVAN

Not you, Comrade One. I was talking to Comrade Two.

COMRADE III

My apologies, comrade Ivan.

IVAN

Comrade Three, why would I be talking to you?

COMRADE I

Me, comrade?

IVAN

No, Comrade Four! I'm talking to--. Forget it! Let's just get to 
work.

He turns and looks forward.
Thanks to the random power surge from the All-Powerful 
Bender-Bot876005, Working Title, we know it's exact location... 
which should be here.

He looks around.
But to my best knowledge, this appears to be your every-day 
middle school hallway.

COMRADE V

Maybe it's underground, comrade?

IVAN

Excellent thinking, Comrade Five!

Comrade One, pull out the shovel!

COMRADE I

But comrade... what about this janitor that has overheard our 
entire conversation?

IVAN looks at THE JANITOR that COMRADE I is pointing 
at. He walks over ominously, reaching into his jacket.

IVAN

You there... American janitor.

He switches over to an American accent, pulling out a card 
and handing it to the janitor with a polite tone.

I'm here on behalf of the American Janitor Association. Would 
you mind coming with me so we can discuss your performance?

THE JANITOR says nothing. Instead, he blankly looks up. 
IVAN waves his hand in front of THE JANITOR's face 
slowly.

Hello? American janitor?

Nothing again. 
COMRADE II

 Maybe he doesn't speak English?

IVAN

He's American. That's all he speaks.

COMRADE II

I'm just saying. It may be worthwhile to consider a language 
barrier.

IVAN

And what other_ language might he speak, comrade?

They go silent for a second.

COMRADE III

... Russian?

IVAN

 Oh, for Gorbachev's sake!

He switches back to his Russian accent, grabs THE JANI-
TOR, and shakes him vigorously.

Do you understand what I'm saying!?

THE JANITOR doesn't reply. IVAN releases.
Hm. I do not believe this man is present. As the Americans say, the 
house has lights yet no one is turning them on.

COMRADE III

Many-a-luxury for the capitalist who owns a home.

They laugh, Russian-ly. 

IVAN

All right. Let us dig. Without an authority figure in sight, this 
should be fairly easy.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL walks up to the men with the new 
student, LUCIA, beside him.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Hello, gentleman. I'm Principal Howel, the authority figure on 
sight. Can I help you?

They all freeze, COMRADE I holding his digging pose. IVAN 
calmly smiles and steps forward.

IVAN

(In a perfect American accent)

Hello, Principal Howel. My name is... Craig. We're here on behalf 
of the American Janitor Association to do our routine checkup on 
your establishment.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL nods, suspicious. 

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Huh... I don't recall setting up an appointment or the American 
Janitor Association being a thing. Nonetheless, why don't you join 
me and Lucia on our tour around the building? I'd be happy to 
assist you in your janitorial efforts.

He pauses, looks at COMRADE I, then the shovel, then 
back to IVAN.

What's with the shovel?

IVAN

Uh... it is for tough stains.

COMRADE I vigorously scrapes the shovels tip on the tile 
floor with a large, forced smile.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Huh... you learn something new everyday.

(To IVAN)

Where to first?

IVAN

The room that holds all your electricity would be a good place to 
start.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Right this way.

The Russians all leave with PRINCIPAL HOWEL and LUCIA. 
As the last one exits, THE JANITOR slowly 'gains' awareness 
and looks after them, suspicious, concerned, and alert.
Suddenly, the locker behind THE JANITOR budges. He 

remembers, hops forward, and the locker door swings open 
behind him, barely missing. He turns around as LUCAS, MARIO, 
and VALENTINA walk through.

LUCAS

Huh... so that's where that hallway led.

VALENTINA

Why did it lead back to the main hall?

THE JANITOR

(Interrupting)

So many questions... I wonder if we'll ever get answers.

The group freezes. 

MARIO

 Uh... I can explain.

Everyone looks at MARIO, then back to THE JANITOR.

THE JANITOR

Go on...

MARIO wraps his arm around THE JANITOR.

MARIO

 Mr. Janitor. Can I call you Janet?

THE JANITOR

Why would I ever be comfortable with you calling me Janet?

MARIO

(Ignoring the question)

As a trusted adult, you, better than anyone, know the state of this world 
and the struggles therein for people like me and my friends, here.

He turns and points to LUCAS. 
Blind. 

To VALENTINA.

Female. 

To himself.
Handsome.

He continues to walk forward with THE JANITOR.
Naturally, given our unchangeable, physical appearance, bullies 
tend to swarm us like flies on poo. They're drawn to us. Like a 
magnet, only they are the negative and we are the positive. We're 
drawn together by the law of attraction.

He pauses for a beat.
Do you know what sticks to magnets more than anything, janitor?

He smacks the open locker door closed.
Metal. Cold, hard metal.

He releases and walks away. 
And that's all there is to it! We got shoved in a locker by the bully 
named Bobbert, and now, no thanks to your 'watchful and 
trusted' adult eyes, we have finally escaped his metallic grasp.

THE JANITOR

Uh huh...

He looks at LUCAS.
So what does any of that have to do with a hallway?

LUCAS gulps.
VALENTINA

We were just using our imagination.

LUCAS

Exactly!

MARIO

I mean... what else would we do with all that time on our hands?

THE JANITOR

Mhm.

He pulls out a metal key, unlocks the locker, and opens it to 
reveal the very obvious hall that leads to the underground 
lab.

So, how do you explain that?

The group looks. 
LUCAS

Uh... active imagination?

THE JANITOR closes the door. 

THE JANITOR

Here's what I think happened. I think you all found your way into 
Professor Quantum's lab where you found a robot that can 
potentially manipulate the spacetime continuum and now you're 
trying to cover it up.

They pause, shocked. 

VALENTINA

That's... actually exactly what happened.

LUCAS

How did you know?

THE JANITOR

Not everything here at Newton Middle School is as it seems.

He looks around.
It's also not so safe anymore, either. The 'trusted adult' in me 
would tell you to drop everything and leave, especially since some 
very obviously-evil Russian men just showed up...

LUCAS

Well, that would be the smart thing to do--

THE JANITOR

But...

LUCAS

Why but!?

THE JANITOR

That front entrance through the shed has been sealed since 
Professor Quantum disappeared. If it was open, that means it was 
just opened... and there was only ever three people alive who 

have the tools, codes, or keys needed to open it.

He pauses momentarily.
I'd see that as a sign that you're supposed to be here, wouldn't 
you?

LUCAS

I don't want to see it as anything.

MARIO

I'm surprised you see at all.

LUCAS 

(To MARIO)

Really?

THE JANITOR

It's no matter. I have to go.

He begins walking away, then pauses and turns to the kids 
one last time.

Talk to Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero. They will help you figure this out. 
Talk to no one else. Trust no one else, and don't forget! Seven 
dangerous men walk these halls...

LUCAS and VALENTINA look at MARIO.
 

VALENTINA

You just had to sing 'seven deadly men,' didn't you.

MARIO

I was feeling inspired!

THE JANITOR turns and hastily walks off.
The group stares after him, then look back to each other.

LUCAS

Well. No time like the present.

VALENTINA

I'm beginning to question the validity of that statement with 
every passing second.

MARIO

Past, present, seconds, or minutes... as long as we stick together, 
we'll be all right.

The group exits down the hall.
Once the group is gone, BOBBERT and his cronies step into 
view. Bobbert rubs his hands together in an evil fashion, 
smiling wickedly as he begins forming his plan.

BOBBERT

That robot will be mine...

The song, “Bobbert’s Song,” begins playing as Bobbert steps 
out from the shadows with his cronies, plotting his next 
move.

Performed by Bobbert and Bullies I, II, and III
Scene setup:
The song, “Bobbert’s Song,” begins playing as Bobbert steps out 
from the shadows with his cronies, plotting his next move.

Verse I 
BULLY I

What a world we live in when evil reigns supreme

If you look for an example than you’ll surely look for me,

I’m the nightmare in your hindsight; you’ll see me in your dreams

I’m so stinkin’ evil my Dad can’t stop these things!

BULLY II (spoken)
 Your dad came back?

BULLY I  (spoken)
 Shut up!

Chorus I 
(sung with sarcastic glee and a whimsical tone)

 ALL
 We’re the shadows that always follow,

 The voices that you hear—

BULLY III (spoken)
 And fear!

ALL
 But honestly, we’d rather be anywhere but here!

BOBBERT  (spoken)
 Like, maybe learning to slow dance in the moonlight

 As I’ve always dreamed.

(He notices the bullies. They look puzzled.)

BULLY III  (spoken)
 What are you talking about?

BOBBERT  (points to Bully II, nervously)
What is he talking about?

Verse II 
BULLY II  (sung, attempting to sound menacing but failing humorously)

 I’m the whisper in your ear so close you feel my breathing,
 The shadow in the corner that looks like Misses Freely,
 I’m feared by every one below the height of four feet and growing,
 And with that growth I could get a lot more stinkin’ scary!

BULLY I  (mockingly, spoken)
 You kiss your mother with that mouth?

BULLY II  (spoken)
 No! I have yet to kiss a woman.

Chorus II 
BULLY I

 We put the T in terror!

BULLY II
 The haunted into mansion!

BOBBERT
 Frankly, it’s exhausting how much that we got happenin’!

ALL
 Is it even possible to stop what we are plannin’!?

Verse IV 
BOBBERT (sung with a dark, calculating tone)

 But enough with the games, it’s time I confess,

 There’s a robot to steal, but I would have had less.
 If I wasn’t forced to be super cool
 By joining my forces with these bullied fools.

BOBBERT (spoken)
 But no matter…

(sung)

 I will take that robot and make it my treasure!

 Rule this world fairly by uneven measure!

 Like good people, mistreat the others!

 Just like my rhyming my rule will be… bad!

(The bullies cheer cluelessly.)
 You morons have no clue. This is my path to glory.

BULLY III  (spoken)
 Uh, yeah! Glory! And, uh… maybe world domination?

BOBBERT (spoken)
 Just keep mindlessly following me, boys. I’ll think about the doing. 
Trust me.

Bridge 
ALL

 So let’s find that lab, grab what’s ours, and run,

 When we’ve got that bot, the fun will have just begun!

BOBBERT
 And the last thing that the blasted Valentina will think

 Is that she’d be so happy she got someone like me.

BULLY I  (spoken)
 Dude… you seriously gotta let that go.

BOBBERT  (spoken)
 Yeah, maybe you’re right.

(Pause.)

Chorus III 
ALL

 We’re the Bloody to the Mary

 The Grim to the Reaper

 Hopefully, we won’t be the Sauron to our wringer!

BOBBERT
 Let’s stay focused, particularly on me.

 I’m the lead, you’ll see this when those nerds bow down to me.

 I’ll steal that bot quite awesomely

 And finally show Valenti-ly that I am all powerful and manly…ly.

BULLY II  (spoken)
 Wow.

Outro
BOBBERT  (spoken)

 Prepare to be amazed!

 My destiny awaits!

(The bullies cheer mindlessly as Bobbert laughs maniacally.)
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IVAN

 The moment to strike is upon us, comrades.

COMRADE I

Yes, comrade. Our ten years of waiting have finally paid off.

IVAN

Despite Professor Quantum's best efforts to stop us from 
attaining his All-Powerful Bender-Bot876005, Working Title, he 
has failed.

COMRADE II

Indeed, comrade. 

IVAN

Thank you, comrade.

COMRADE I

You're welcome, comrade.

IVAN

Not you, Comrade One. I was talking to Comrade Two.

COMRADE III

My apologies, comrade Ivan.

IVAN

Comrade Three, why would I be talking to you?

COMRADE I

Me, comrade?

IVAN

No, Comrade Four! I'm talking to--. Forget it! Let's just get to 
work.

He turns and looks forward.
Thanks to the random power surge from the All-Powerful 
Bender-Bot876005, Working Title, we know it's exact location... 
which should be here.

He looks around.
But to my best knowledge, this appears to be your every-day 
middle school hallway.

COMRADE V

Maybe it's underground, comrade?

IVAN

Excellent thinking, Comrade Five!

Comrade One, pull out the shovel!

COMRADE I

But comrade... what about this janitor that has overheard our 
entire conversation?

IVAN looks at THE JANITOR that COMRADE I is pointing 
at. He walks over ominously, reaching into his jacket.

IVAN

You there... American janitor.

He switches over to an American accent, pulling out a card 
and handing it to the janitor with a polite tone.

I'm here on behalf of the American Janitor Association. Would 
you mind coming with me so we can discuss your performance?

THE JANITOR says nothing. Instead, he blankly looks up. 
IVAN waves his hand in front of THE JANITOR's face 
slowly.

Hello? American janitor?

Nothing again. 
COMRADE II

 Maybe he doesn't speak English?

IVAN

He's American. That's all he speaks.

COMRADE II

I'm just saying. It may be worthwhile to consider a language 
barrier.

IVAN

And what other_ language might he speak, comrade?

They go silent for a second.

COMRADE III

... Russian?

IVAN

 Oh, for Gorbachev's sake!

He switches back to his Russian accent, grabs THE JANI-
TOR, and shakes him vigorously.

Do you understand what I'm saying!?

THE JANITOR doesn't reply. IVAN releases.
Hm. I do not believe this man is present. As the Americans say, the 
house has lights yet no one is turning them on.

COMRADE III

Many-a-luxury for the capitalist who owns a home.

They laugh, Russian-ly. 

IVAN

All right. Let us dig. Without an authority figure in sight, this 
should be fairly easy.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL walks up to the men with the new 
student, LUCIA, beside him.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Hello, gentleman. I'm Principal Howel, the authority figure on 
sight. Can I help you?

They all freeze, COMRADE I holding his digging pose. IVAN 
calmly smiles and steps forward.

IVAN

(In a perfect American accent)

Hello, Principal Howel. My name is... Craig. We're here on behalf 
of the American Janitor Association to do our routine checkup on 
your establishment.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL nods, suspicious. 

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Huh... I don't recall setting up an appointment or the American 
Janitor Association being a thing. Nonetheless, why don't you join 
me and Lucia on our tour around the building? I'd be happy to 
assist you in your janitorial efforts.

He pauses, looks at COMRADE I, then the shovel, then 
back to IVAN.

What's with the shovel?

IVAN

Uh... it is for tough stains.

COMRADE I vigorously scrapes the shovels tip on the tile 
floor with a large, forced smile.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Huh... you learn something new everyday.

(To IVAN)

Where to first?

IVAN

The room that holds all your electricity would be a good place to 
start.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Right this way.

The Russians all leave with PRINCIPAL HOWEL and LUCIA. 
As the last one exits, THE JANITOR slowly 'gains' awareness 
and looks after them, suspicious, concerned, and alert.
Suddenly, the locker behind THE JANITOR budges. He 

remembers, hops forward, and the locker door swings open 
behind him, barely missing. He turns around as LUCAS, MARIO, 
and VALENTINA walk through.

LUCAS

Huh... so that's where that hallway led.

VALENTINA

Why did it lead back to the main hall?

THE JANITOR

(Interrupting)

So many questions... I wonder if we'll ever get answers.

The group freezes. 

MARIO

 Uh... I can explain.

Everyone looks at MARIO, then back to THE JANITOR.

THE JANITOR

Go on...

MARIO wraps his arm around THE JANITOR.

MARIO

 Mr. Janitor. Can I call you Janet?

THE JANITOR

Why would I ever be comfortable with you calling me Janet?

MARIO

(Ignoring the question)

As a trusted adult, you, better than anyone, know the state of this world 
and the struggles therein for people like me and my friends, here.

He turns and points to LUCAS. 
Blind. 

To VALENTINA.

Female. 

To himself.
Handsome.

He continues to walk forward with THE JANITOR.
Naturally, given our unchangeable, physical appearance, bullies 
tend to swarm us like flies on poo. They're drawn to us. Like a 
magnet, only they are the negative and we are the positive. We're 
drawn together by the law of attraction.

He pauses for a beat.
Do you know what sticks to magnets more than anything, janitor?

He smacks the open locker door closed.
Metal. Cold, hard metal.

He releases and walks away. 
And that's all there is to it! We got shoved in a locker by the bully 
named Bobbert, and now, no thanks to your 'watchful and 
trusted' adult eyes, we have finally escaped his metallic grasp.

THE JANITOR

Uh huh...

He looks at LUCAS.
So what does any of that have to do with a hallway?

LUCAS gulps.
VALENTINA

We were just using our imagination.

LUCAS

Exactly!

MARIO

I mean... what else would we do with all that time on our hands?

THE JANITOR

Mhm.

He pulls out a metal key, unlocks the locker, and opens it to 
reveal the very obvious hall that leads to the underground 
lab.

So, how do you explain that?

The group looks. 
LUCAS

Uh... active imagination?

THE JANITOR closes the door. 

THE JANITOR

Here's what I think happened. I think you all found your way into 
Professor Quantum's lab where you found a robot that can 
potentially manipulate the spacetime continuum and now you're 
trying to cover it up.

They pause, shocked. 

VALENTINA

That's... actually exactly what happened.

LUCAS

How did you know?

THE JANITOR

Not everything here at Newton Middle School is as it seems.

He looks around.
It's also not so safe anymore, either. The 'trusted adult' in me 
would tell you to drop everything and leave, especially since some 
very obviously-evil Russian men just showed up...

LUCAS

Well, that would be the smart thing to do--

THE JANITOR

But...

LUCAS

Why but!?

THE JANITOR

That front entrance through the shed has been sealed since 
Professor Quantum disappeared. If it was open, that means it was 
just opened... and there was only ever three people alive who 

have the tools, codes, or keys needed to open it.

He pauses momentarily.
I'd see that as a sign that you're supposed to be here, wouldn't 
you?

LUCAS

I don't want to see it as anything.

MARIO

I'm surprised you see at all.

LUCAS 

(To MARIO)

Really?

THE JANITOR

It's no matter. I have to go.

He begins walking away, then pauses and turns to the kids 
one last time.

Talk to Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero. They will help you figure this out. 
Talk to no one else. Trust no one else, and don't forget! Seven 
dangerous men walk these halls...

LUCAS and VALENTINA look at MARIO.
 

VALENTINA

You just had to sing 'seven deadly men,' didn't you.

MARIO

I was feeling inspired!

THE JANITOR turns and hastily walks off.
The group stares after him, then look back to each other.

LUCAS

Well. No time like the present.

VALENTINA

I'm beginning to question the validity of that statement with 
every passing second.

MARIO

Past, present, seconds, or minutes... as long as we stick together, 
we'll be all right.

The group exits down the hall.
Once the group is gone, BOBBERT and his cronies step into 
view. Bobbert rubs his hands together in an evil fashion, 
smiling wickedly as he begins forming his plan.

BOBBERT

That robot will be mine...

The song, “Bobbert’s Song,” begins playing as Bobbert steps 
out from the shadows with his cronies, plotting his next 
move.

Performed by Bobbert and Bullies I, II, and III
Scene setup:
The song, “Bobbert’s Song,” begins playing as Bobbert steps out 
from the shadows with his cronies, plotting his next move.

Verse I 
BULLY I

What a world we live in when evil reigns supreme

If you look for an example than you’ll surely look for me,

I’m the nightmare in your hindsight; you’ll see me in your dreams

I’m so stinkin’ evil my Dad can’t stop these things!

BULLY II (spoken)
 Your dad came back?

BULLY I  (spoken)
 Shut up!

Chorus I 
(sung with sarcastic glee and a whimsical tone)

 ALL
 We’re the shadows that always follow,

 The voices that you hear—

BULLY III (spoken)
 And fear!

ALL
 But honestly, we’d rather be anywhere but here!

BOBBERT  (spoken)
 Like, maybe learning to slow dance in the moonlight

 As I’ve always dreamed.

(He notices the bullies. They look puzzled.)

BULLY III  (spoken)
 What are you talking about?

BOBBERT  (points to Bully II, nervously)
What is he talking about?

Verse II 
BULLY II  (sung, attempting to sound menacing but failing humorously)

 I’m the whisper in your ear so close you feel my breathing,
 The shadow in the corner that looks like Misses Freely,
 I’m feared by every one below the height of four feet and growing,
 And with that growth I could get a lot more stinkin’ scary!

BULLY I  (mockingly, spoken)
 You kiss your mother with that mouth?

BULLY II  (spoken)
 No! I have yet to kiss a woman.

Chorus II 
BULLY I

 We put the T in terror!

BULLY II
 The haunted into mansion!

BOBBERT
 Frankly, it’s exhausting how much that we got happenin’!

ALL
 Is it even possible to stop what we are plannin’!?

Verse IV 
BOBBERT (sung with a dark, calculating tone)

 But enough with the games, it’s time I confess,

 There’s a robot to steal, but I would have had less.
 If I wasn’t forced to be super cool
 By joining my forces with these bullied fools.

BOBBERT (spoken)
 But no matter…

(sung)

 I will take that robot and make it my treasure!

 Rule this world fairly by uneven measure!

 Like good people, mistreat the others!

 Just like my rhyming my rule will be… bad!

(The bullies cheer cluelessly.)
 You morons have no clue. This is my path to glory.

BULLY III  (spoken)
 Uh, yeah! Glory! And, uh… maybe world domination?

BOBBERT (spoken)
 Just keep mindlessly following me, boys. I’ll think about the doing. 
Trust me.

Bridge 
ALL

 So let’s find that lab, grab what’s ours, and run,

 When we’ve got that bot, the fun will have just begun!

BOBBERT
 And the last thing that the blasted Valentina will think

 Is that she’d be so happy she got someone like me.

BULLY I  (spoken)
 Dude… you seriously gotta let that go.

BOBBERT  (spoken)
 Yeah, maybe you’re right.

(Pause.)

Chorus III 
ALL

 We’re the Bloody to the Mary

 The Grim to the Reaper

 Hopefully, we won’t be the Sauron to our wringer!

BOBBERT
 Let’s stay focused, particularly on me.

 I’m the lead, you’ll see this when those nerds bow down to me.

 I’ll steal that bot quite awesomely

 And finally show Valenti-ly that I am all powerful and manly…ly.

BULLY II  (spoken)
 Wow.

Outro
BOBBERT  (spoken)

 Prepare to be amazed!

 My destiny awaits!

(The bullies cheer mindlessly as Bobbert laughs maniacally.)
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IVAN

 The moment to strike is upon us, comrades.

COMRADE I

Yes, comrade. Our ten years of waiting have finally paid off.

IVAN

Despite Professor Quantum's best efforts to stop us from 
attaining his All-Powerful Bender-Bot876005, Working Title, he 
has failed.

COMRADE II

Indeed, comrade. 

IVAN

Thank you, comrade.

COMRADE I

You're welcome, comrade.

IVAN

Not you, Comrade One. I was talking to Comrade Two.

COMRADE III

My apologies, comrade Ivan.

IVAN

Comrade Three, why would I be talking to you?

COMRADE I

Me, comrade?

IVAN

No, Comrade Four! I'm talking to--. Forget it! Let's just get to 
work.

He turns and looks forward.
Thanks to the random power surge from the All-Powerful 
Bender-Bot876005, Working Title, we know it's exact location... 
which should be here.

He looks around.
But to my best knowledge, this appears to be your every-day 
middle school hallway.

COMRADE V

Maybe it's underground, comrade?

IVAN

Excellent thinking, Comrade Five!

Comrade One, pull out the shovel!

COMRADE I

But comrade... what about this janitor that has overheard our 
entire conversation?

IVAN looks at THE JANITOR that COMRADE I is pointing 
at. He walks over ominously, reaching into his jacket.

IVAN

You there... American janitor.

He switches over to an American accent, pulling out a card 
and handing it to the janitor with a polite tone.

I'm here on behalf of the American Janitor Association. Would 
you mind coming with me so we can discuss your performance?

THE JANITOR says nothing. Instead, he blankly looks up. 
IVAN waves his hand in front of THE JANITOR's face 
slowly.

Hello? American janitor?

Nothing again. 
COMRADE II

 Maybe he doesn't speak English?

IVAN

He's American. That's all he speaks.

COMRADE II

I'm just saying. It may be worthwhile to consider a language 
barrier.

IVAN

And what other_ language might he speak, comrade?

They go silent for a second.

COMRADE III

... Russian?

IVAN

 Oh, for Gorbachev's sake!

He switches back to his Russian accent, grabs THE JANI-
TOR, and shakes him vigorously.

Do you understand what I'm saying!?

THE JANITOR doesn't reply. IVAN releases.
Hm. I do not believe this man is present. As the Americans say, the 
house has lights yet no one is turning them on.

COMRADE III

Many-a-luxury for the capitalist who owns a home.

They laugh, Russian-ly. 

IVAN

All right. Let us dig. Without an authority figure in sight, this 
should be fairly easy.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL walks up to the men with the new 
student, LUCIA, beside him.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Hello, gentleman. I'm Principal Howel, the authority figure on 
sight. Can I help you?

They all freeze, COMRADE I holding his digging pose. IVAN 
calmly smiles and steps forward.

IVAN

(In a perfect American accent)

Hello, Principal Howel. My name is... Craig. We're here on behalf 
of the American Janitor Association to do our routine checkup on 
your establishment.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL nods, suspicious. 

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Huh... I don't recall setting up an appointment or the American 
Janitor Association being a thing. Nonetheless, why don't you join 
me and Lucia on our tour around the building? I'd be happy to 
assist you in your janitorial efforts.

He pauses, looks at COMRADE I, then the shovel, then 
back to IVAN.

What's with the shovel?

IVAN

Uh... it is for tough stains.

COMRADE I vigorously scrapes the shovels tip on the tile 
floor with a large, forced smile.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Huh... you learn something new everyday.

(To IVAN)

Where to first?

IVAN

The room that holds all your electricity would be a good place to 
start.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Right this way.

The Russians all leave with PRINCIPAL HOWEL and LUCIA. 
As the last one exits, THE JANITOR slowly 'gains' awareness 
and looks after them, suspicious, concerned, and alert.
Suddenly, the locker behind THE JANITOR budges. He 

remembers, hops forward, and the locker door swings open 
behind him, barely missing. He turns around as LUCAS, MARIO, 
and VALENTINA walk through.

LUCAS

Huh... so that's where that hallway led.

VALENTINA

Why did it lead back to the main hall?

THE JANITOR

(Interrupting)

So many questions... I wonder if we'll ever get answers.

The group freezes. 

MARIO

 Uh... I can explain.

Everyone looks at MARIO, then back to THE JANITOR.

THE JANITOR

Go on...

MARIO wraps his arm around THE JANITOR.

MARIO

 Mr. Janitor. Can I call you Janet?

THE JANITOR

Why would I ever be comfortable with you calling me Janet?

MARIO

(Ignoring the question)

As a trusted adult, you, better than anyone, know the state of this world 
and the struggles therein for people like me and my friends, here.

He turns and points to LUCAS. 
Blind. 

To VALENTINA.

Female. 

To himself.
Handsome.

He continues to walk forward with THE JANITOR.
Naturally, given our unchangeable, physical appearance, bullies 
tend to swarm us like flies on poo. They're drawn to us. Like a 
magnet, only they are the negative and we are the positive. We're 
drawn together by the law of attraction.

He pauses for a beat.
Do you know what sticks to magnets more than anything, janitor?

He smacks the open locker door closed.
Metal. Cold, hard metal.

He releases and walks away. 
And that's all there is to it! We got shoved in a locker by the bully 
named Bobbert, and now, no thanks to your 'watchful and 
trusted' adult eyes, we have finally escaped his metallic grasp.

THE JANITOR

Uh huh...

He looks at LUCAS.
So what does any of that have to do with a hallway?

LUCAS gulps.
VALENTINA

We were just using our imagination.

LUCAS

Exactly!

MARIO

I mean... what else would we do with all that time on our hands?

THE JANITOR

Mhm.

He pulls out a metal key, unlocks the locker, and opens it to 
reveal the very obvious hall that leads to the underground 
lab.

So, how do you explain that?

The group looks. 
LUCAS

Uh... active imagination?

THE JANITOR closes the door. 

THE JANITOR

Here's what I think happened. I think you all found your way into 
Professor Quantum's lab where you found a robot that can 
potentially manipulate the spacetime continuum and now you're 
trying to cover it up.

They pause, shocked. 

VALENTINA

That's... actually exactly what happened.

LUCAS

How did you know?

THE JANITOR

Not everything here at Newton Middle School is as it seems.

He looks around.
It's also not so safe anymore, either. The 'trusted adult' in me 
would tell you to drop everything and leave, especially since some 
very obviously-evil Russian men just showed up...

LUCAS

Well, that would be the smart thing to do--

THE JANITOR

But...

LUCAS

Why but!?

THE JANITOR

That front entrance through the shed has been sealed since 
Professor Quantum disappeared. If it was open, that means it was 
just opened... and there was only ever three people alive who 

have the tools, codes, or keys needed to open it.

He pauses momentarily.
I'd see that as a sign that you're supposed to be here, wouldn't 
you?

LUCAS

I don't want to see it as anything.

MARIO

I'm surprised you see at all.

LUCAS 

(To MARIO)

Really?

THE JANITOR

It's no matter. I have to go.

He begins walking away, then pauses and turns to the kids 
one last time.

Talk to Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero. They will help you figure this out. 
Talk to no one else. Trust no one else, and don't forget! Seven 
dangerous men walk these halls...

LUCAS and VALENTINA look at MARIO.
 

VALENTINA

You just had to sing 'seven deadly men,' didn't you.

MARIO

I was feeling inspired!

THE JANITOR turns and hastily walks off.
The group stares after him, then look back to each other.

LUCAS

Well. No time like the present.

VALENTINA

I'm beginning to question the validity of that statement with 
every passing second.

MARIO

Past, present, seconds, or minutes... as long as we stick together, 
we'll be all right.

The group exits down the hall.
Once the group is gone, BOBBERT and his cronies step into 
view. Bobbert rubs his hands together in an evil fashion, 
smiling wickedly as he begins forming his plan.

BOBBERT

That robot will be mine...

The song, “Bobbert’s Song,” begins playing as Bobbert steps 
out from the shadows with his cronies, plotting his next 
move.

Performed by Bobbert and Bullies I, II, and III
Scene setup:
The song, “Bobbert’s Song,” begins playing as Bobbert steps out 
from the shadows with his cronies, plotting his next move.

Verse I 
BULLY I

What a world we live in when evil reigns supreme

If you look for an example than you’ll surely look for me,

I’m the nightmare in your hindsight; you’ll see me in your dreams

I’m so stinkin’ evil my Dad can’t stop these things!

BULLY II (spoken)
 Your dad came back?

BULLY I  (spoken)
 Shut up!

Chorus I 
(sung with sarcastic glee and a whimsical tone)

 ALL
 We’re the shadows that always follow,

 The voices that you hear—

BULLY III (spoken)
 And fear!

ALL
 But honestly, we’d rather be anywhere but here!

BOBBERT  (spoken)
 Like, maybe learning to slow dance in the moonlight

 As I’ve always dreamed.

(He notices the bullies. They look puzzled.)

BULLY III  (spoken)
 What are you talking about?

BOBBERT  (points to Bully II, nervously)
What is he talking about?

Verse II 
BULLY II  (sung, attempting to sound menacing but failing humorously)

 I’m the whisper in your ear so close you feel my breathing,
 The shadow in the corner that looks like Misses Freely,
 I’m feared by every one below the height of four feet and growing,
 And with that growth I could get a lot more stinkin’ scary!

BULLY I  (mockingly, spoken)
 You kiss your mother with that mouth?

BULLY II  (spoken)
 No! I have yet to kiss a woman.

Chorus II 
BULLY I

 We put the T in terror!

BULLY II
 The haunted into mansion!

BOBBERT
 Frankly, it’s exhausting how much that we got happenin’!

ALL
 Is it even possible to stop what we are plannin’!?

Verse IV 
BOBBERT (sung with a dark, calculating tone)

 But enough with the games, it’s time I confess,

 There’s a robot to steal, but I would have had less.
 If I wasn’t forced to be super cool
 By joining my forces with these bullied fools.

BOBBERT (spoken)
 But no matter…

(sung)

 I will take that robot and make it my treasure!

 Rule this world fairly by uneven measure!

 Like good people, mistreat the others!

 Just like my rhyming my rule will be… bad!

(The bullies cheer cluelessly.)
 You morons have no clue. This is my path to glory.

BULLY III  (spoken)
 Uh, yeah! Glory! And, uh… maybe world domination?

BOBBERT (spoken)
 Just keep mindlessly following me, boys. I’ll think about the doing. 
Trust me.

Bridge 
ALL

 So let’s find that lab, grab what’s ours, and run,

 When we’ve got that bot, the fun will have just begun!

BOBBERT
 And the last thing that the blasted Valentina will think

 Is that she’d be so happy she got someone like me.

BULLY I  (spoken)
 Dude… you seriously gotta let that go.

BOBBERT  (spoken)
 Yeah, maybe you’re right.

(Pause.)

Chorus III 
ALL

 We’re the Bloody to the Mary

 The Grim to the Reaper

 Hopefully, we won’t be the Sauron to our wringer!

BOBBERT
 Let’s stay focused, particularly on me.

 I’m the lead, you’ll see this when those nerds bow down to me.

 I’ll steal that bot quite awesomely

 And finally show Valenti-ly that I am all powerful and manly…ly.

BULLY II  (spoken)
 Wow.

Outro
BOBBERT  (spoken)

 Prepare to be amazed!

 My destiny awaits!

(The bullies cheer mindlessly as Bobbert laughs maniacally.)
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IVAN

 The moment to strike is upon us, comrades.

COMRADE I

Yes, comrade. Our ten years of waiting have finally paid off.

IVAN

Despite Professor Quantum's best efforts to stop us from 
attaining his All-Powerful Bender-Bot876005, Working Title, he 
has failed.

COMRADE II

Indeed, comrade. 

IVAN

Thank you, comrade.

COMRADE I

You're welcome, comrade.

IVAN

Not you, Comrade One. I was talking to Comrade Two.

COMRADE III

My apologies, comrade Ivan.

IVAN

Comrade Three, why would I be talking to you?

COMRADE I

Me, comrade?

IVAN

No, Comrade Four! I'm talking to--. Forget it! Let's just get to 
work.

He turns and looks forward.
Thanks to the random power surge from the All-Powerful 
Bender-Bot876005, Working Title, we know it's exact location... 
which should be here.

He looks around.
But to my best knowledge, this appears to be your every-day 
middle school hallway.

COMRADE V

Maybe it's underground, comrade?

IVAN

Excellent thinking, Comrade Five!

Comrade One, pull out the shovel!

COMRADE I

But comrade... what about this janitor that has overheard our 
entire conversation?

IVAN looks at THE JANITOR that COMRADE I is pointing 
at. He walks over ominously, reaching into his jacket.

IVAN

You there... American janitor.

He switches over to an American accent, pulling out a card 
and handing it to the janitor with a polite tone.

I'm here on behalf of the American Janitor Association. Would 
you mind coming with me so we can discuss your performance?

THE JANITOR says nothing. Instead, he blankly looks up. 
IVAN waves his hand in front of THE JANITOR's face 
slowly.

Hello? American janitor?

Nothing again. 
COMRADE II

 Maybe he doesn't speak English?

IVAN

He's American. That's all he speaks.

COMRADE II

I'm just saying. It may be worthwhile to consider a language 
barrier.

IVAN

And what other_ language might he speak, comrade?

They go silent for a second.

COMRADE III

... Russian?

IVAN

 Oh, for Gorbachev's sake!

He switches back to his Russian accent, grabs THE JANI-
TOR, and shakes him vigorously.

Do you understand what I'm saying!?

THE JANITOR doesn't reply. IVAN releases.
Hm. I do not believe this man is present. As the Americans say, the 
house has lights yet no one is turning them on.

COMRADE III

Many-a-luxury for the capitalist who owns a home.

They laugh, Russian-ly. 

IVAN

All right. Let us dig. Without an authority figure in sight, this 
should be fairly easy.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL walks up to the men with the new 
student, LUCIA, beside him.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Hello, gentleman. I'm Principal Howel, the authority figure on 
sight. Can I help you?

They all freeze, COMRADE I holding his digging pose. IVAN 
calmly smiles and steps forward.

IVAN

(In a perfect American accent)

Hello, Principal Howel. My name is... Craig. We're here on behalf 
of the American Janitor Association to do our routine checkup on 
your establishment.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL nods, suspicious. 

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Huh... I don't recall setting up an appointment or the American 
Janitor Association being a thing. Nonetheless, why don't you join 
me and Lucia on our tour around the building? I'd be happy to 
assist you in your janitorial efforts.

He pauses, looks at COMRADE I, then the shovel, then 
back to IVAN.

What's with the shovel?

IVAN

Uh... it is for tough stains.

COMRADE I vigorously scrapes the shovels tip on the tile 
floor with a large, forced smile.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Huh... you learn something new everyday.

(To IVAN)

Where to first?

IVAN

The room that holds all your electricity would be a good place to 
start.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Right this way.

The Russians all leave with PRINCIPAL HOWEL and LUCIA. 
As the last one exits, THE JANITOR slowly 'gains' awareness 
and looks after them, suspicious, concerned, and alert.
Suddenly, the locker behind THE JANITOR budges. He 

remembers, hops forward, and the locker door swings open 
behind him, barely missing. He turns around as LUCAS, MARIO, 
and VALENTINA walk through.

LUCAS

Huh... so that's where that hallway led.

VALENTINA

Why did it lead back to the main hall?

THE JANITOR

(Interrupting)

So many questions... I wonder if we'll ever get answers.

The group freezes. 

MARIO

 Uh... I can explain.

Everyone looks at MARIO, then back to THE JANITOR.

THE JANITOR

Go on...

MARIO wraps his arm around THE JANITOR.

MARIO

 Mr. Janitor. Can I call you Janet?

THE JANITOR

Why would I ever be comfortable with you calling me Janet?

MARIO

(Ignoring the question)

As a trusted adult, you, better than anyone, know the state of this world 
and the struggles therein for people like me and my friends, here.

He turns and points to LUCAS. 
Blind. 

To VALENTINA.

Female. 

To himself.
Handsome.

He continues to walk forward with THE JANITOR.
Naturally, given our unchangeable, physical appearance, bullies 
tend to swarm us like flies on poo. They're drawn to us. Like a 
magnet, only they are the negative and we are the positive. We're 
drawn together by the law of attraction.

He pauses for a beat.
Do you know what sticks to magnets more than anything, janitor?

He smacks the open locker door closed.
Metal. Cold, hard metal.

He releases and walks away. 
And that's all there is to it! We got shoved in a locker by the bully 
named Bobbert, and now, no thanks to your 'watchful and 
trusted' adult eyes, we have finally escaped his metallic grasp.

THE JANITOR

Uh huh...

He looks at LUCAS.
So what does any of that have to do with a hallway?

LUCAS gulps.
VALENTINA

We were just using our imagination.

LUCAS

Exactly!

MARIO

I mean... what else would we do with all that time on our hands?

THE JANITOR

Mhm.

He pulls out a metal key, unlocks the locker, and opens it to 
reveal the very obvious hall that leads to the underground 
lab.

So, how do you explain that?

The group looks. 
LUCAS

Uh... active imagination?

THE JANITOR closes the door. 

THE JANITOR

Here's what I think happened. I think you all found your way into 
Professor Quantum's lab where you found a robot that can 
potentially manipulate the spacetime continuum and now you're 
trying to cover it up.

They pause, shocked. 

VALENTINA

That's... actually exactly what happened.

LUCAS

How did you know?

THE JANITOR

Not everything here at Newton Middle School is as it seems.

He looks around.
It's also not so safe anymore, either. The 'trusted adult' in me 
would tell you to drop everything and leave, especially since some 
very obviously-evil Russian men just showed up...

LUCAS

Well, that would be the smart thing to do--

THE JANITOR

But...

LUCAS

Why but!?

THE JANITOR

That front entrance through the shed has been sealed since 
Professor Quantum disappeared. If it was open, that means it was 
just opened... and there was only ever three people alive who 

have the tools, codes, or keys needed to open it.

He pauses momentarily.
I'd see that as a sign that you're supposed to be here, wouldn't 
you?

LUCAS

I don't want to see it as anything.

MARIO

I'm surprised you see at all.

LUCAS 

(To MARIO)

Really?

THE JANITOR

It's no matter. I have to go.

He begins walking away, then pauses and turns to the kids 
one last time.

Talk to Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero. They will help you figure this out. 
Talk to no one else. Trust no one else, and don't forget! Seven 
dangerous men walk these halls...

LUCAS and VALENTINA look at MARIO.
 

VALENTINA

You just had to sing 'seven deadly men,' didn't you.

MARIO

I was feeling inspired!

THE JANITOR turns and hastily walks off.
The group stares after him, then look back to each other.

LUCAS

Well. No time like the present.

VALENTINA

I'm beginning to question the validity of that statement with 
every passing second.

MARIO

Past, present, seconds, or minutes... as long as we stick together, 
we'll be all right.

The group exits down the hall.
Once the group is gone, BOBBERT and his cronies step into 
view. Bobbert rubs his hands together in an evil fashion, 
smiling wickedly as he begins forming his plan.

BOBBERT

That robot will be mine...

The song, “Bobbert’s Song,” begins playing as Bobbert steps 
out from the shadows with his cronies, plotting his next 
move.

Performed by Bobbert and Bullies I, II, and III
Scene setup:
The song, “Bobbert’s Song,” begins playing as Bobbert steps out 
from the shadows with his cronies, plotting his next move.

Verse I 
BULLY I

What a world we live in when evil reigns supreme

If you look for an example than you’ll surely look for me,

I’m the nightmare in your hindsight; you’ll see me in your dreams

I’m so stinkin’ evil my Dad can’t stop these things!

BULLY II (spoken)
 Your dad came back?

BULLY I  (spoken)
 Shut up!

Chorus I 
(sung with sarcastic glee and a whimsical tone)

 ALL
 We’re the shadows that always follow,

 The voices that you hear—

BULLY III (spoken)
 And fear!

ALL
 But honestly, we’d rather be anywhere but here!

BOBBERT  (spoken)
 Like, maybe learning to slow dance in the moonlight

 As I’ve always dreamed.

(He notices the bullies. They look puzzled.)

BULLY III  (spoken)
 What are you talking about?

BOBBERT  (points to Bully II, nervously)
What is he talking about?

Verse II 
BULLY II  (sung, attempting to sound menacing but failing humorously)

 I’m the whisper in your ear so close you feel my breathing,
 The shadow in the corner that looks like Misses Freely,
 I’m feared by every one below the height of four feet and growing,
 And with that growth I could get a lot more stinkin’ scary!

BULLY I  (mockingly, spoken)
 You kiss your mother with that mouth?

BULLY II  (spoken)
 No! I have yet to kiss a woman.

Chorus II 
BULLY I

 We put the T in terror!

BULLY II
 The haunted into mansion!

BOBBERT
 Frankly, it’s exhausting how much that we got happenin’!

ALL
 Is it even possible to stop what we are plannin’!?

Verse IV 
BOBBERT (sung with a dark, calculating tone)

 But enough with the games, it’s time I confess,

 There’s a robot to steal, but I would have had less.
 If I wasn’t forced to be super cool
 By joining my forces with these bullied fools.

BOBBERT (spoken)
 But no matter…

(sung)

 I will take that robot and make it my treasure!

 Rule this world fairly by uneven measure!

 Like good people, mistreat the others!

 Just like my rhyming my rule will be… bad!

(The bullies cheer cluelessly.)
 You morons have no clue. This is my path to glory.

BULLY III  (spoken)
 Uh, yeah! Glory! And, uh… maybe world domination?

BOBBERT (spoken)
 Just keep mindlessly following me, boys. I’ll think about the doing. 
Trust me.

Bridge 
ALL

 So let’s find that lab, grab what’s ours, and run,

 When we’ve got that bot, the fun will have just begun!

BOBBERT
 And the last thing that the blasted Valentina will think

 Is that she’d be so happy she got someone like me.

BULLY I  (spoken)
 Dude… you seriously gotta let that go.

BOBBERT  (spoken)
 Yeah, maybe you’re right.

(Pause.)

Chorus III 
ALL

 We’re the Bloody to the Mary

 The Grim to the Reaper

 Hopefully, we won’t be the Sauron to our wringer!

BOBBERT
 Let’s stay focused, particularly on me.

 I’m the lead, you’ll see this when those nerds bow down to me.

 I’ll steal that bot quite awesomely

 And finally show Valenti-ly that I am all powerful and manly…ly.

BULLY II  (spoken)
 Wow.

Outro
BOBBERT  (spoken)

 Prepare to be amazed!

 My destiny awaits!

(The bullies cheer mindlessly as Bobbert laughs maniacally.)
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IVAN

 The moment to strike is upon us, comrades.

COMRADE I

Yes, comrade. Our ten years of waiting have finally paid off.

IVAN

Despite Professor Quantum's best efforts to stop us from 
attaining his All-Powerful Bender-Bot876005, Working Title, he 
has failed.

COMRADE II

Indeed, comrade. 

IVAN

Thank you, comrade.

COMRADE I

You're welcome, comrade.

IVAN

Not you, Comrade One. I was talking to Comrade Two.

COMRADE III

My apologies, comrade Ivan.

IVAN

Comrade Three, why would I be talking to you?

COMRADE I

Me, comrade?

IVAN

No, Comrade Four! I'm talking to--. Forget it! Let's just get to 
work.

He turns and looks forward.
Thanks to the random power surge from the All-Powerful 
Bender-Bot876005, Working Title, we know it's exact location... 
which should be here.

He looks around.
But to my best knowledge, this appears to be your every-day 
middle school hallway.

COMRADE V

Maybe it's underground, comrade?

IVAN

Excellent thinking, Comrade Five!

Comrade One, pull out the shovel!

COMRADE I

But comrade... what about this janitor that has overheard our 
entire conversation?

IVAN looks at THE JANITOR that COMRADE I is pointing 
at. He walks over ominously, reaching into his jacket.

IVAN

You there... American janitor.

He switches over to an American accent, pulling out a card 
and handing it to the janitor with a polite tone.

I'm here on behalf of the American Janitor Association. Would 
you mind coming with me so we can discuss your performance?

THE JANITOR says nothing. Instead, he blankly looks up. 
IVAN waves his hand in front of THE JANITOR's face 
slowly.

Hello? American janitor?

Nothing again. 
COMRADE II

 Maybe he doesn't speak English?

IVAN

He's American. That's all he speaks.

COMRADE II

I'm just saying. It may be worthwhile to consider a language 
barrier.

IVAN

And what other_ language might he speak, comrade?

They go silent for a second.

COMRADE III

... Russian?

IVAN

 Oh, for Gorbachev's sake!

He switches back to his Russian accent, grabs THE JANI-
TOR, and shakes him vigorously.

Do you understand what I'm saying!?

THE JANITOR doesn't reply. IVAN releases.
Hm. I do not believe this man is present. As the Americans say, the 
house has lights yet no one is turning them on.

COMRADE III

Many-a-luxury for the capitalist who owns a home.

They laugh, Russian-ly. 

IVAN

All right. Let us dig. Without an authority figure in sight, this 
should be fairly easy.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL walks up to the men with the new 
student, LUCIA, beside him.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Hello, gentleman. I'm Principal Howel, the authority figure on 
sight. Can I help you?

They all freeze, COMRADE I holding his digging pose. IVAN 
calmly smiles and steps forward.

IVAN

(In a perfect American accent)

Hello, Principal Howel. My name is... Craig. We're here on behalf 
of the American Janitor Association to do our routine checkup on 
your establishment.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL nods, suspicious. 

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Huh... I don't recall setting up an appointment or the American 
Janitor Association being a thing. Nonetheless, why don't you join 
me and Lucia on our tour around the building? I'd be happy to 
assist you in your janitorial efforts.

He pauses, looks at COMRADE I, then the shovel, then 
back to IVAN.

What's with the shovel?

IVAN

Uh... it is for tough stains.

COMRADE I vigorously scrapes the shovels tip on the tile 
floor with a large, forced smile.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Huh... you learn something new everyday.

(To IVAN)

Where to first?

IVAN

The room that holds all your electricity would be a good place to 
start.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Right this way.

The Russians all leave with PRINCIPAL HOWEL and LUCIA. 
As the last one exits, THE JANITOR slowly 'gains' awareness 
and looks after them, suspicious, concerned, and alert.
Suddenly, the locker behind THE JANITOR budges. He 

remembers, hops forward, and the locker door swings open 
behind him, barely missing. He turns around as LUCAS, MARIO, 
and VALENTINA walk through.

LUCAS

Huh... so that's where that hallway led.

VALENTINA

Why did it lead back to the main hall?

THE JANITOR

(Interrupting)

So many questions... I wonder if we'll ever get answers.

The group freezes. 

MARIO

 Uh... I can explain.

Everyone looks at MARIO, then back to THE JANITOR.

THE JANITOR

Go on...

MARIO wraps his arm around THE JANITOR.

MARIO

 Mr. Janitor. Can I call you Janet?

THE JANITOR

Why would I ever be comfortable with you calling me Janet?

MARIO

(Ignoring the question)

As a trusted adult, you, better than anyone, know the state of this world 
and the struggles therein for people like me and my friends, here.

He turns and points to LUCAS. 
Blind. 

To VALENTINA.

Female. 

To himself.
Handsome.

He continues to walk forward with THE JANITOR.
Naturally, given our unchangeable, physical appearance, bullies 
tend to swarm us like flies on poo. They're drawn to us. Like a 
magnet, only they are the negative and we are the positive. We're 
drawn together by the law of attraction.

He pauses for a beat.
Do you know what sticks to magnets more than anything, janitor?

He smacks the open locker door closed.
Metal. Cold, hard metal.

He releases and walks away. 
And that's all there is to it! We got shoved in a locker by the bully 
named Bobbert, and now, no thanks to your 'watchful and 
trusted' adult eyes, we have finally escaped his metallic grasp.

THE JANITOR

Uh huh...

He looks at LUCAS.
So what does any of that have to do with a hallway?

LUCAS gulps.
VALENTINA

We were just using our imagination.

LUCAS

Exactly!

MARIO

I mean... what else would we do with all that time on our hands?

THE JANITOR

Mhm.

He pulls out a metal key, unlocks the locker, and opens it to 
reveal the very obvious hall that leads to the underground 
lab.

So, how do you explain that?

The group looks. 
LUCAS

Uh... active imagination?

THE JANITOR closes the door. 

THE JANITOR

Here's what I think happened. I think you all found your way into 
Professor Quantum's lab where you found a robot that can 
potentially manipulate the spacetime continuum and now you're 
trying to cover it up.

They pause, shocked. 

VALENTINA

That's... actually exactly what happened.

LUCAS

How did you know?

THE JANITOR

Not everything here at Newton Middle School is as it seems.

He looks around.
It's also not so safe anymore, either. The 'trusted adult' in me 
would tell you to drop everything and leave, especially since some 
very obviously-evil Russian men just showed up...

LUCAS

Well, that would be the smart thing to do--

THE JANITOR

But...

LUCAS

Why but!?

THE JANITOR

That front entrance through the shed has been sealed since 
Professor Quantum disappeared. If it was open, that means it was 
just opened... and there was only ever three people alive who 

have the tools, codes, or keys needed to open it.

He pauses momentarily.
I'd see that as a sign that you're supposed to be here, wouldn't 
you?

LUCAS

I don't want to see it as anything.

MARIO

I'm surprised you see at all.

LUCAS 

(To MARIO)

Really?

THE JANITOR

It's no matter. I have to go.

He begins walking away, then pauses and turns to the kids 
one last time.

Talk to Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero. They will help you figure this out. 
Talk to no one else. Trust no one else, and don't forget! Seven 
dangerous men walk these halls...

LUCAS and VALENTINA look at MARIO.
 

VALENTINA

You just had to sing 'seven deadly men,' didn't you.

MARIO

I was feeling inspired!

THE JANITOR turns and hastily walks off.
The group stares after him, then look back to each other.

LUCAS

Well. No time like the present.

VALENTINA

I'm beginning to question the validity of that statement with 
every passing second.

MARIO

Past, present, seconds, or minutes... as long as we stick together, 
we'll be all right.

The group exits down the hall.
Once the group is gone, BOBBERT and his cronies step into 
view. Bobbert rubs his hands together in an evil fashion, 
smiling wickedly as he begins forming his plan.

BOBBERT

That robot will be mine...

The song, “Bobbert’s Song,” begins playing as Bobbert steps 
out from the shadows with his cronies, plotting his next 
move.

Performed by Bobbert and Bullies I, II, and III
Scene setup:
The song, “Bobbert’s Song,” begins playing as Bobbert steps out 
from the shadows with his cronies, plotting his next move.

Verse I 
BULLY I

What a world we live in when evil reigns supreme

If you look for an example than you’ll surely look for me,

I’m the nightmare in your hindsight; you’ll see me in your dreams

I’m so stinkin’ evil my Dad can’t stop these things!

BULLY II (spoken)
 Your dad came back?

BULLY I  (spoken)
 Shut up!

Chorus I 
(sung with sarcastic glee and a whimsical tone)

 ALL
 We’re the shadows that always follow,

 The voices that you hear—

BULLY III (spoken)
 And fear!

ALL
 But honestly, we’d rather be anywhere but here!

BOBBERT  (spoken)
 Like, maybe learning to slow dance in the moonlight

 As I’ve always dreamed.

(He notices the bullies. They look puzzled.)

BULLY III  (spoken)
 What are you talking about?

BOBBERT  (points to Bully II, nervously)
What is he talking about?

Verse II 
BULLY II  (sung, attempting to sound menacing but failing humorously)

 I’m the whisper in your ear so close you feel my breathing,
 The shadow in the corner that looks like Misses Freely,
 I’m feared by every one below the height of four feet and growing,
 And with that growth I could get a lot more stinkin’ scary!

BULLY I  (mockingly, spoken)
 You kiss your mother with that mouth?

BULLY II  (spoken)
 No! I have yet to kiss a woman.

Chorus II 
BULLY I

 We put the T in terror!

BULLY II
 The haunted into mansion!

BOBBERT
 Frankly, it’s exhausting how much that we got happenin’!

ALL
 Is it even possible to stop what we are plannin’!?

Verse IV 
BOBBERT (sung with a dark, calculating tone)

 But enough with the games, it’s time I confess,

 There’s a robot to steal, but I would have had less.
 If I wasn’t forced to be super cool
 By joining my forces with these bullied fools.

BOBBERT (spoken)
 But no matter…

(sung)

 I will take that robot and make it my treasure!

 Rule this world fairly by uneven measure!

 Like good people, mistreat the others!

 Just like my rhyming my rule will be… bad!

(The bullies cheer cluelessly.)
 You morons have no clue. This is my path to glory.

BULLY III  (spoken)
 Uh, yeah! Glory! And, uh… maybe world domination?

BOBBERT (spoken)
 Just keep mindlessly following me, boys. I’ll think about the doing. 
Trust me.

Bridge 
ALL

 So let’s find that lab, grab what’s ours, and run,

 When we’ve got that bot, the fun will have just begun!

BOBBERT
 And the last thing that the blasted Valentina will think

 Is that she’d be so happy she got someone like me.

BULLY I  (spoken)
 Dude… you seriously gotta let that go.

BOBBERT  (spoken)
 Yeah, maybe you’re right.

(Pause.)

Chorus III 
ALL

 We’re the Bloody to the Mary

 The Grim to the Reaper

 Hopefully, we won’t be the Sauron to our wringer!

BOBBERT
 Let’s stay focused, particularly on me.

 I’m the lead, you’ll see this when those nerds bow down to me.

 I’ll steal that bot quite awesomely

 And finally show Valenti-ly that I am all powerful and manly…ly.

BULLY II  (spoken)
 Wow.

Outro
BOBBERT  (spoken)

 Prepare to be amazed!

 My destiny awaits!

(The bullies cheer mindlessly as Bobbert laughs maniacally.)
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IVAN

 The moment to strike is upon us, comrades.

COMRADE I

Yes, comrade. Our ten years of waiting have finally paid off.

IVAN

Despite Professor Quantum's best efforts to stop us from 
attaining his All-Powerful Bender-Bot876005, Working Title, he 
has failed.

COMRADE II

Indeed, comrade. 

IVAN

Thank you, comrade.

COMRADE I

You're welcome, comrade.

IVAN

Not you, Comrade One. I was talking to Comrade Two.

COMRADE III

My apologies, comrade Ivan.

IVAN

Comrade Three, why would I be talking to you?

COMRADE I

Me, comrade?

IVAN

No, Comrade Four! I'm talking to--. Forget it! Let's just get to 
work.

He turns and looks forward.
Thanks to the random power surge from the All-Powerful 
Bender-Bot876005, Working Title, we know it's exact location... 
which should be here.

He looks around.
But to my best knowledge, this appears to be your every-day 
middle school hallway.

COMRADE V

Maybe it's underground, comrade?

IVAN

Excellent thinking, Comrade Five!

Comrade One, pull out the shovel!

COMRADE I

But comrade... what about this janitor that has overheard our 
entire conversation?

IVAN looks at THE JANITOR that COMRADE I is pointing 
at. He walks over ominously, reaching into his jacket.

IVAN

You there... American janitor.

He switches over to an American accent, pulling out a card 
and handing it to the janitor with a polite tone.

I'm here on behalf of the American Janitor Association. Would 
you mind coming with me so we can discuss your performance?

THE JANITOR says nothing. Instead, he blankly looks up. 
IVAN waves his hand in front of THE JANITOR's face 
slowly.

Hello? American janitor?

Nothing again. 
COMRADE II

 Maybe he doesn't speak English?

IVAN

He's American. That's all he speaks.

COMRADE II

I'm just saying. It may be worthwhile to consider a language 
barrier.

IVAN

And what other_ language might he speak, comrade?

They go silent for a second.

COMRADE III

... Russian?

IVAN

 Oh, for Gorbachev's sake!

He switches back to his Russian accent, grabs THE JANI-
TOR, and shakes him vigorously.

Do you understand what I'm saying!?

THE JANITOR doesn't reply. IVAN releases.
Hm. I do not believe this man is present. As the Americans say, the 
house has lights yet no one is turning them on.

COMRADE III

Many-a-luxury for the capitalist who owns a home.

They laugh, Russian-ly. 

IVAN

All right. Let us dig. Without an authority figure in sight, this 
should be fairly easy.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL walks up to the men with the new 
student, LUCIA, beside him.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Hello, gentleman. I'm Principal Howel, the authority figure on 
sight. Can I help you?

They all freeze, COMRADE I holding his digging pose. IVAN 
calmly smiles and steps forward.

IVAN

(In a perfect American accent)

Hello, Principal Howel. My name is... Craig. We're here on behalf 
of the American Janitor Association to do our routine checkup on 
your establishment.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL nods, suspicious. 

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Huh... I don't recall setting up an appointment or the American 
Janitor Association being a thing. Nonetheless, why don't you join 
me and Lucia on our tour around the building? I'd be happy to 
assist you in your janitorial efforts.

He pauses, looks at COMRADE I, then the shovel, then 
back to IVAN.

What's with the shovel?

IVAN

Uh... it is for tough stains.

COMRADE I vigorously scrapes the shovels tip on the tile 
floor with a large, forced smile.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Huh... you learn something new everyday.

(To IVAN)

Where to first?

IVAN

The room that holds all your electricity would be a good place to 
start.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Right this way.

The Russians all leave with PRINCIPAL HOWEL and LUCIA. 
As the last one exits, THE JANITOR slowly 'gains' awareness 
and looks after them, suspicious, concerned, and alert.
Suddenly, the locker behind THE JANITOR budges. He 

remembers, hops forward, and the locker door swings open 
behind him, barely missing. He turns around as LUCAS, MARIO, 
and VALENTINA walk through.

LUCAS

Huh... so that's where that hallway led.

VALENTINA

Why did it lead back to the main hall?

THE JANITOR

(Interrupting)

So many questions... I wonder if we'll ever get answers.

The group freezes. 

MARIO

 Uh... I can explain.

Everyone looks at MARIO, then back to THE JANITOR.

THE JANITOR

Go on...

MARIO wraps his arm around THE JANITOR.

MARIO

 Mr. Janitor. Can I call you Janet?

THE JANITOR

Why would I ever be comfortable with you calling me Janet?

MARIO

(Ignoring the question)

As a trusted adult, you, better than anyone, know the state of this world 
and the struggles therein for people like me and my friends, here.

He turns and points to LUCAS. 
Blind. 

To VALENTINA.

Female. 

To himself.
Handsome.

He continues to walk forward with THE JANITOR.
Naturally, given our unchangeable, physical appearance, bullies 
tend to swarm us like flies on poo. They're drawn to us. Like a 
magnet, only they are the negative and we are the positive. We're 
drawn together by the law of attraction.

He pauses for a beat.
Do you know what sticks to magnets more than anything, janitor?

He smacks the open locker door closed.
Metal. Cold, hard metal.

He releases and walks away. 
And that's all there is to it! We got shoved in a locker by the bully 
named Bobbert, and now, no thanks to your 'watchful and 
trusted' adult eyes, we have finally escaped his metallic grasp.

THE JANITOR

Uh huh...

He looks at LUCAS.
So what does any of that have to do with a hallway?

LUCAS gulps.
VALENTINA

We were just using our imagination.

LUCAS

Exactly!

MARIO

I mean... what else would we do with all that time on our hands?

THE JANITOR

Mhm.

He pulls out a metal key, unlocks the locker, and opens it to 
reveal the very obvious hall that leads to the underground 
lab.

So, how do you explain that?

The group looks. 
LUCAS

Uh... active imagination?

THE JANITOR closes the door. 

THE JANITOR

Here's what I think happened. I think you all found your way into 
Professor Quantum's lab where you found a robot that can 
potentially manipulate the spacetime continuum and now you're 
trying to cover it up.

They pause, shocked. 

VALENTINA

That's... actually exactly what happened.

LUCAS

How did you know?

THE JANITOR

Not everything here at Newton Middle School is as it seems.

He looks around.
It's also not so safe anymore, either. The 'trusted adult' in me 
would tell you to drop everything and leave, especially since some 
very obviously-evil Russian men just showed up...

LUCAS

Well, that would be the smart thing to do--

THE JANITOR

But...

LUCAS

Why but!?

THE JANITOR

That front entrance through the shed has been sealed since 
Professor Quantum disappeared. If it was open, that means it was 
just opened... and there was only ever three people alive who 

have the tools, codes, or keys needed to open it.

He pauses momentarily.
I'd see that as a sign that you're supposed to be here, wouldn't 
you?

LUCAS

I don't want to see it as anything.

MARIO

I'm surprised you see at all.

LUCAS 

(To MARIO)

Really?

THE JANITOR

It's no matter. I have to go.

He begins walking away, then pauses and turns to the kids 
one last time.

Talk to Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero. They will help you figure this out. 
Talk to no one else. Trust no one else, and don't forget! Seven 
dangerous men walk these halls...

LUCAS and VALENTINA look at MARIO.
 

VALENTINA

You just had to sing 'seven deadly men,' didn't you.

MARIO

I was feeling inspired!

THE JANITOR turns and hastily walks off.
The group stares after him, then look back to each other.

LUCAS

Well. No time like the present.

VALENTINA

I'm beginning to question the validity of that statement with 
every passing second.

MARIO

Past, present, seconds, or minutes... as long as we stick together, 
we'll be all right.

The group exits down the hall.
Once the group is gone, BOBBERT and his cronies step into 
view. Bobbert rubs his hands together in an evil fashion, 
smiling wickedly as he begins forming his plan.

BOBBERT

That robot will be mine...

The song, “Bobbert’s Song,” begins playing as Bobbert steps 
out from the shadows with his cronies, plotting his next 
move.

Performed by Bobbert and Bullies I, II, and III
Scene setup:
The song, “Bobbert’s Song,” begins playing as Bobbert steps out 
from the shadows with his cronies, plotting his next move.

Verse I 
BULLY I

What a world we live in when evil reigns supreme

If you look for an example than you’ll surely look for me,

I’m the nightmare in your hindsight; you’ll see me in your dreams

I’m so stinkin’ evil my Dad can’t stop these things!

BULLY II (spoken)
 Your dad came back?

BULLY I  (spoken)
 Shut up!

Chorus I 
(sung with sarcastic glee and a whimsical tone)

 ALL
 We’re the shadows that always follow,

 The voices that you hear—

BULLY III (spoken)
 And fear!

ALL
 But honestly, we’d rather be anywhere but here!

BOBBERT  (spoken)
 Like, maybe learning to slow dance in the moonlight

 As I’ve always dreamed.

(He notices the bullies. They look puzzled.)

BULLY III  (spoken)
 What are you talking about?

BOBBERT  (points to Bully II, nervously)
What is he talking about?

Verse II 
BULLY II  (sung, attempting to sound menacing but failing humorously)

 I’m the whisper in your ear so close you feel my breathing,
 The shadow in the corner that looks like Misses Freely,
 I’m feared by every one below the height of four feet and growing,
 And with that growth I could get a lot more stinkin’ scary!

BULLY I  (mockingly, spoken)
 You kiss your mother with that mouth?

BULLY II  (spoken)
 No! I have yet to kiss a woman.

Chorus II 
BULLY I

 We put the T in terror!

BULLY II
 The haunted into mansion!

BOBBERT
 Frankly, it’s exhausting how much that we got happenin’!

ALL
 Is it even possible to stop what we are plannin’!?

Verse IV 
BOBBERT (sung with a dark, calculating tone)

 But enough with the games, it’s time I confess,

 There’s a robot to steal, but I would have had less.
 If I wasn’t forced to be super cool
 By joining my forces with these bullied fools.

BOBBERT (spoken)
 But no matter…

(sung)

 I will take that robot and make it my treasure!

 Rule this world fairly by uneven measure!

 Like good people, mistreat the others!

 Just like my rhyming my rule will be… bad!

(The bullies cheer cluelessly.)
 You morons have no clue. This is my path to glory.

BULLY III  (spoken)
 Uh, yeah! Glory! And, uh… maybe world domination?

BOBBERT (spoken)
 Just keep mindlessly following me, boys. I’ll think about the doing. 
Trust me.

Bridge 
ALL

 So let’s find that lab, grab what’s ours, and run,

 When we’ve got that bot, the fun will have just begun!

BOBBERT
 And the last thing that the blasted Valentina will think

 Is that she’d be so happy she got someone like me.

BULLY I  (spoken)
 Dude… you seriously gotta let that go.

BOBBERT  (spoken)
 Yeah, maybe you’re right.

(Pause.)

Chorus III 
ALL

 We’re the Bloody to the Mary

 The Grim to the Reaper

 Hopefully, we won’t be the Sauron to our wringer!

BOBBERT
 Let’s stay focused, particularly on me.

 I’m the lead, you’ll see this when those nerds bow down to me.

 I’ll steal that bot quite awesomely

 And finally show Valenti-ly that I am all powerful and manly…ly.

BULLY II  (spoken)
 Wow.

Outro
BOBBERT  (spoken)

 Prepare to be amazed!

 My destiny awaits!

(The bullies cheer mindlessly as Bobbert laughs maniacally.)

SONG II: BOBBERT’S SONG
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IVAN

 The moment to strike is upon us, comrades.

COMRADE I

Yes, comrade. Our ten years of waiting have finally paid off.

IVAN

Despite Professor Quantum's best efforts to stop us from 
attaining his All-Powerful Bender-Bot876005, Working Title, he 
has failed.

COMRADE II

Indeed, comrade. 

IVAN

Thank you, comrade.

COMRADE I

You're welcome, comrade.

IVAN

Not you, Comrade One. I was talking to Comrade Two.

COMRADE III

My apologies, comrade Ivan.

IVAN

Comrade Three, why would I be talking to you?

COMRADE I

Me, comrade?

IVAN

No, Comrade Four! I'm talking to--. Forget it! Let's just get to 
work.

He turns and looks forward.
Thanks to the random power surge from the All-Powerful 
Bender-Bot876005, Working Title, we know it's exact location... 
which should be here.

He looks around.
But to my best knowledge, this appears to be your every-day 
middle school hallway.

COMRADE V

Maybe it's underground, comrade?

IVAN

Excellent thinking, Comrade Five!

Comrade One, pull out the shovel!

COMRADE I

But comrade... what about this janitor that has overheard our 
entire conversation?

IVAN looks at THE JANITOR that COMRADE I is pointing 
at. He walks over ominously, reaching into his jacket.

IVAN

You there... American janitor.

He switches over to an American accent, pulling out a card 
and handing it to the janitor with a polite tone.

I'm here on behalf of the American Janitor Association. Would 
you mind coming with me so we can discuss your performance?

THE JANITOR says nothing. Instead, he blankly looks up. 
IVAN waves his hand in front of THE JANITOR's face 
slowly.

Hello? American janitor?

Nothing again. 
COMRADE II

 Maybe he doesn't speak English?

IVAN

He's American. That's all he speaks.

COMRADE II

I'm just saying. It may be worthwhile to consider a language 
barrier.

IVAN

And what other_ language might he speak, comrade?

They go silent for a second.

COMRADE III

... Russian?

IVAN

 Oh, for Gorbachev's sake!

He switches back to his Russian accent, grabs THE JANI-
TOR, and shakes him vigorously.

Do you understand what I'm saying!?

THE JANITOR doesn't reply. IVAN releases.
Hm. I do not believe this man is present. As the Americans say, the 
house has lights yet no one is turning them on.

COMRADE III

Many-a-luxury for the capitalist who owns a home.

They laugh, Russian-ly. 

IVAN

All right. Let us dig. Without an authority figure in sight, this 
should be fairly easy.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL walks up to the men with the new 
student, LUCIA, beside him.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Hello, gentleman. I'm Principal Howel, the authority figure on 
sight. Can I help you?

They all freeze, COMRADE I holding his digging pose. IVAN 
calmly smiles and steps forward.

IVAN

(In a perfect American accent)

Hello, Principal Howel. My name is... Craig. We're here on behalf 
of the American Janitor Association to do our routine checkup on 
your establishment.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL nods, suspicious. 

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Huh... I don't recall setting up an appointment or the American 
Janitor Association being a thing. Nonetheless, why don't you join 
me and Lucia on our tour around the building? I'd be happy to 
assist you in your janitorial efforts.

He pauses, looks at COMRADE I, then the shovel, then 
back to IVAN.

What's with the shovel?

IVAN

Uh... it is for tough stains.

COMRADE I vigorously scrapes the shovels tip on the tile 
floor with a large, forced smile.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Huh... you learn something new everyday.

(To IVAN)

Where to first?

IVAN

The room that holds all your electricity would be a good place to 
start.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Right this way.

The Russians all leave with PRINCIPAL HOWEL and LUCIA. 
As the last one exits, THE JANITOR slowly 'gains' awareness 
and looks after them, suspicious, concerned, and alert.
Suddenly, the locker behind THE JANITOR budges. He 

remembers, hops forward, and the locker door swings open 
behind him, barely missing. He turns around as LUCAS, MARIO, 
and VALENTINA walk through.

LUCAS

Huh... so that's where that hallway led.

VALENTINA

Why did it lead back to the main hall?

THE JANITOR

(Interrupting)

So many questions... I wonder if we'll ever get answers.

The group freezes. 

MARIO

 Uh... I can explain.

Everyone looks at MARIO, then back to THE JANITOR.

THE JANITOR

Go on...

MARIO wraps his arm around THE JANITOR.

MARIO

 Mr. Janitor. Can I call you Janet?

THE JANITOR

Why would I ever be comfortable with you calling me Janet?

MARIO

(Ignoring the question)

As a trusted adult, you, better than anyone, know the state of this world 
and the struggles therein for people like me and my friends, here.

He turns and points to LUCAS. 
Blind. 

To VALENTINA.

Female. 

To himself.
Handsome.

He continues to walk forward with THE JANITOR.
Naturally, given our unchangeable, physical appearance, bullies 
tend to swarm us like flies on poo. They're drawn to us. Like a 
magnet, only they are the negative and we are the positive. We're 
drawn together by the law of attraction.

He pauses for a beat.
Do you know what sticks to magnets more than anything, janitor?

He smacks the open locker door closed.
Metal. Cold, hard metal.

He releases and walks away. 
And that's all there is to it! We got shoved in a locker by the bully 
named Bobbert, and now, no thanks to your 'watchful and 
trusted' adult eyes, we have finally escaped his metallic grasp.

THE JANITOR

Uh huh...

He looks at LUCAS.
So what does any of that have to do with a hallway?

LUCAS gulps.
VALENTINA

We were just using our imagination.

LUCAS

Exactly!

MARIO

I mean... what else would we do with all that time on our hands?

THE JANITOR

Mhm.

He pulls out a metal key, unlocks the locker, and opens it to 
reveal the very obvious hall that leads to the underground 
lab.

So, how do you explain that?

The group looks. 
LUCAS

Uh... active imagination?

THE JANITOR closes the door. 

THE JANITOR

Here's what I think happened. I think you all found your way into 
Professor Quantum's lab where you found a robot that can 
potentially manipulate the spacetime continuum and now you're 
trying to cover it up.

They pause, shocked. 

VALENTINA

That's... actually exactly what happened.

LUCAS

How did you know?

THE JANITOR

Not everything here at Newton Middle School is as it seems.

He looks around.
It's also not so safe anymore, either. The 'trusted adult' in me 
would tell you to drop everything and leave, especially since some 
very obviously-evil Russian men just showed up...

LUCAS

Well, that would be the smart thing to do--

THE JANITOR

But...

LUCAS

Why but!?

THE JANITOR

That front entrance through the shed has been sealed since 
Professor Quantum disappeared. If it was open, that means it was 
just opened... and there was only ever three people alive who 

have the tools, codes, or keys needed to open it.

He pauses momentarily.
I'd see that as a sign that you're supposed to be here, wouldn't 
you?

LUCAS

I don't want to see it as anything.

MARIO

I'm surprised you see at all.

LUCAS 

(To MARIO)

Really?

THE JANITOR

It's no matter. I have to go.

He begins walking away, then pauses and turns to the kids 
one last time.

Talk to Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero. They will help you figure this out. 
Talk to no one else. Trust no one else, and don't forget! Seven 
dangerous men walk these halls...

LUCAS and VALENTINA look at MARIO.
 

VALENTINA

You just had to sing 'seven deadly men,' didn't you.

MARIO

I was feeling inspired!

THE JANITOR turns and hastily walks off.
The group stares after him, then look back to each other.

LUCAS

Well. No time like the present.

VALENTINA

I'm beginning to question the validity of that statement with 
every passing second.

MARIO

Past, present, seconds, or minutes... as long as we stick together, 
we'll be all right.

The group exits down the hall.
Once the group is gone, BOBBERT and his cronies step into 
view. Bobbert rubs his hands together in an evil fashion, 
smiling wickedly as he begins forming his plan.

BOBBERT

That robot will be mine...

The song, “Bobbert’s Song,” begins playing as Bobbert steps 
out from the shadows with his cronies, plotting his next 
move.

Performed by Bobbert and Bullies I, II, and III
Scene setup:
The song, “Bobbert’s Song,” begins playing as Bobbert steps out 
from the shadows with his cronies, plotting his next move.

Verse I 
BULLY I

What a world we live in when evil reigns supreme

If you look for an example than you’ll surely look for me,

I’m the nightmare in your hindsight; you’ll see me in your dreams

I’m so stinkin’ evil my Dad can’t stop these things!

BULLY II (spoken)
 Your dad came back?

BULLY I  (spoken)
 Shut up!

Chorus I 
(sung with sarcastic glee and a whimsical tone)

 ALL
 We’re the shadows that always follow,

 The voices that you hear—

BULLY III (spoken)
 And fear!

ALL
 But honestly, we’d rather be anywhere but here!

BOBBERT  (spoken)
 Like, maybe learning to slow dance in the moonlight

 As I’ve always dreamed.

(He notices the bullies. They look puzzled.)

BULLY III  (spoken)
 What are you talking about?

BOBBERT  (points to Bully II, nervously)
What is he talking about?

Verse II 
BULLY II  (sung, attempting to sound menacing but failing humorously)

 I’m the whisper in your ear so close you feel my breathing,
 The shadow in the corner that looks like Misses Freely,
 I’m feared by every one below the height of four feet and growing,
 And with that growth I could get a lot more stinkin’ scary!

BULLY I  (mockingly, spoken)
 You kiss your mother with that mouth?

BULLY II  (spoken)
 No! I have yet to kiss a woman.

Chorus II 
BULLY I

 We put the T in terror!

BULLY II
 The haunted into mansion!

BOBBERT
 Frankly, it’s exhausting how much that we got happenin’!

ALL
 Is it even possible to stop what we are plannin’!?

Verse IV 
BOBBERT (sung with a dark, calculating tone)

 But enough with the games, it’s time I confess,

 There’s a robot to steal, but I would have had less.
 If I wasn’t forced to be super cool
 By joining my forces with these bullied fools.

BOBBERT (spoken)
 But no matter…

(sung)

 I will take that robot and make it my treasure!

 Rule this world fairly by uneven measure!

 Like good people, mistreat the others!

 Just like my rhyming my rule will be… bad!

(The bullies cheer cluelessly.)
 You morons have no clue. This is my path to glory.

BULLY III  (spoken)
 Uh, yeah! Glory! And, uh… maybe world domination?

BOBBERT (spoken)
 Just keep mindlessly following me, boys. I’ll think about the doing. 
Trust me.

Bridge 
ALL

 So let’s find that lab, grab what’s ours, and run,

 When we’ve got that bot, the fun will have just begun!

BOBBERT
 And the last thing that the blasted Valentina will think

 Is that she’d be so happy she got someone like me.

BULLY I  (spoken)
 Dude… you seriously gotta let that go.

BOBBERT  (spoken)
 Yeah, maybe you’re right.

(Pause.)

Chorus III 
ALL

 We’re the Bloody to the Mary

 The Grim to the Reaper

 Hopefully, we won’t be the Sauron to our wringer!

BOBBERT
 Let’s stay focused, particularly on me.

 I’m the lead, you’ll see this when those nerds bow down to me.

 I’ll steal that bot quite awesomely

 And finally show Valenti-ly that I am all powerful and manly…ly.

BULLY II  (spoken)
 Wow.

Outro
BOBBERT  (spoken)

 Prepare to be amazed!

 My destiny awaits!

(The bullies cheer mindlessly as Bobbert laughs maniacally.)
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IVAN

 The moment to strike is upon us, comrades.

COMRADE I

Yes, comrade. Our ten years of waiting have finally paid off.

IVAN

Despite Professor Quantum's best efforts to stop us from 
attaining his All-Powerful Bender-Bot876005, Working Title, he 
has failed.

COMRADE II

Indeed, comrade. 

IVAN

Thank you, comrade.

COMRADE I

You're welcome, comrade.

IVAN

Not you, Comrade One. I was talking to Comrade Two.

COMRADE III

My apologies, comrade Ivan.

IVAN

Comrade Three, why would I be talking to you?

COMRADE I

Me, comrade?

IVAN

No, Comrade Four! I'm talking to--. Forget it! Let's just get to 
work.

He turns and looks forward.
Thanks to the random power surge from the All-Powerful 
Bender-Bot876005, Working Title, we know it's exact location... 
which should be here.

He looks around.
But to my best knowledge, this appears to be your every-day 
middle school hallway.

COMRADE V

Maybe it's underground, comrade?

IVAN

Excellent thinking, Comrade Five!

Comrade One, pull out the shovel!

COMRADE I

But comrade... what about this janitor that has overheard our 
entire conversation?

IVAN looks at THE JANITOR that COMRADE I is pointing 
at. He walks over ominously, reaching into his jacket.

IVAN

You there... American janitor.

He switches over to an American accent, pulling out a card 
and handing it to the janitor with a polite tone.

I'm here on behalf of the American Janitor Association. Would 
you mind coming with me so we can discuss your performance?

THE JANITOR says nothing. Instead, he blankly looks up. 
IVAN waves his hand in front of THE JANITOR's face 
slowly.

Hello? American janitor?

Nothing again. 
COMRADE II

 Maybe he doesn't speak English?

IVAN

He's American. That's all he speaks.

COMRADE II

I'm just saying. It may be worthwhile to consider a language 
barrier.

IVAN

And what other_ language might he speak, comrade?

They go silent for a second.

COMRADE III

... Russian?

IVAN

 Oh, for Gorbachev's sake!

He switches back to his Russian accent, grabs THE JANI-
TOR, and shakes him vigorously.

Do you understand what I'm saying!?

THE JANITOR doesn't reply. IVAN releases.
Hm. I do not believe this man is present. As the Americans say, the 
house has lights yet no one is turning them on.

COMRADE III

Many-a-luxury for the capitalist who owns a home.

They laugh, Russian-ly. 

IVAN

All right. Let us dig. Without an authority figure in sight, this 
should be fairly easy.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL walks up to the men with the new 
student, LUCIA, beside him.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Hello, gentleman. I'm Principal Howel, the authority figure on 
sight. Can I help you?

They all freeze, COMRADE I holding his digging pose. IVAN 
calmly smiles and steps forward.

IVAN

(In a perfect American accent)

Hello, Principal Howel. My name is... Craig. We're here on behalf 
of the American Janitor Association to do our routine checkup on 
your establishment.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL nods, suspicious. 

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Huh... I don't recall setting up an appointment or the American 
Janitor Association being a thing. Nonetheless, why don't you join 
me and Lucia on our tour around the building? I'd be happy to 
assist you in your janitorial efforts.

He pauses, looks at COMRADE I, then the shovel, then 
back to IVAN.

What's with the shovel?

IVAN

Uh... it is for tough stains.

COMRADE I vigorously scrapes the shovels tip on the tile 
floor with a large, forced smile.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Huh... you learn something new everyday.

(To IVAN)

Where to first?

IVAN

The room that holds all your electricity would be a good place to 
start.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Right this way.

The Russians all leave with PRINCIPAL HOWEL and LUCIA. 
As the last one exits, THE JANITOR slowly 'gains' awareness 
and looks after them, suspicious, concerned, and alert.
Suddenly, the locker behind THE JANITOR budges. He 

remembers, hops forward, and the locker door swings open 
behind him, barely missing. He turns around as LUCAS, MARIO, 
and VALENTINA walk through.

LUCAS

Huh... so that's where that hallway led.

VALENTINA

Why did it lead back to the main hall?

THE JANITOR

(Interrupting)

So many questions... I wonder if we'll ever get answers.

The group freezes. 

MARIO

 Uh... I can explain.

Everyone looks at MARIO, then back to THE JANITOR.

THE JANITOR

Go on...

MARIO wraps his arm around THE JANITOR.

MARIO

 Mr. Janitor. Can I call you Janet?

THE JANITOR

Why would I ever be comfortable with you calling me Janet?

MARIO

(Ignoring the question)

As a trusted adult, you, better than anyone, know the state of this world 
and the struggles therein for people like me and my friends, here.

He turns and points to LUCAS. 
Blind. 

To VALENTINA.

Female. 

To himself.
Handsome.

He continues to walk forward with THE JANITOR.
Naturally, given our unchangeable, physical appearance, bullies 
tend to swarm us like flies on poo. They're drawn to us. Like a 
magnet, only they are the negative and we are the positive. We're 
drawn together by the law of attraction.

He pauses for a beat.
Do you know what sticks to magnets more than anything, janitor?

He smacks the open locker door closed.
Metal. Cold, hard metal.

He releases and walks away. 
And that's all there is to it! We got shoved in a locker by the bully 
named Bobbert, and now, no thanks to your 'watchful and 
trusted' adult eyes, we have finally escaped his metallic grasp.

THE JANITOR

Uh huh...

He looks at LUCAS.
So what does any of that have to do with a hallway?

LUCAS gulps.
VALENTINA

We were just using our imagination.

LUCAS

Exactly!

MARIO

I mean... what else would we do with all that time on our hands?

THE JANITOR

Mhm.

He pulls out a metal key, unlocks the locker, and opens it to 
reveal the very obvious hall that leads to the underground 
lab.

So, how do you explain that?

The group looks. 
LUCAS

Uh... active imagination?

THE JANITOR closes the door. 

THE JANITOR

Here's what I think happened. I think you all found your way into 
Professor Quantum's lab where you found a robot that can 
potentially manipulate the spacetime continuum and now you're 
trying to cover it up.

They pause, shocked. 

VALENTINA

That's... actually exactly what happened.

LUCAS

How did you know?

THE JANITOR

Not everything here at Newton Middle School is as it seems.

He looks around.
It's also not so safe anymore, either. The 'trusted adult' in me 
would tell you to drop everything and leave, especially since some 
very obviously-evil Russian men just showed up...

LUCAS

Well, that would be the smart thing to do--

THE JANITOR

But...

LUCAS

Why but!?

THE JANITOR

That front entrance through the shed has been sealed since 
Professor Quantum disappeared. If it was open, that means it was 
just opened... and there was only ever three people alive who 

have the tools, codes, or keys needed to open it.

He pauses momentarily.
I'd see that as a sign that you're supposed to be here, wouldn't 
you?

LUCAS

I don't want to see it as anything.

MARIO

I'm surprised you see at all.

LUCAS 

(To MARIO)

Really?

THE JANITOR

It's no matter. I have to go.

He begins walking away, then pauses and turns to the kids 
one last time.

Talk to Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero. They will help you figure this out. 
Talk to no one else. Trust no one else, and don't forget! Seven 
dangerous men walk these halls...

LUCAS and VALENTINA look at MARIO.
 

VALENTINA

You just had to sing 'seven deadly men,' didn't you.

MARIO

I was feeling inspired!

THE JANITOR turns and hastily walks off.
The group stares after him, then look back to each other.

LUCAS

Well. No time like the present.

VALENTINA

I'm beginning to question the validity of that statement with 
every passing second.

MARIO

Past, present, seconds, or minutes... as long as we stick together, 
we'll be all right.

The group exits down the hall.
Once the group is gone, BOBBERT and his cronies step into 
view. Bobbert rubs his hands together in an evil fashion, 
smiling wickedly as he begins forming his plan.

BOBBERT

That robot will be mine...

The song, “Bobbert’s Song,” begins playing as Bobbert steps 
out from the shadows with his cronies, plotting his next 
move.

Performed by Bobbert and Bullies I, II, and III
Scene setup:
The song, “Bobbert’s Song,” begins playing as Bobbert steps out 
from the shadows with his cronies, plotting his next move.

Verse I 
BULLY I

What a world we live in when evil reigns supreme

If you look for an example than you’ll surely look for me,

I’m the nightmare in your hindsight; you’ll see me in your dreams

I’m so stinkin’ evil my Dad can’t stop these things!

BULLY II (spoken)
 Your dad came back?

BULLY I  (spoken)
 Shut up!

Chorus I 
(sung with sarcastic glee and a whimsical tone)

 ALL
 We’re the shadows that always follow,

 The voices that you hear—

BULLY III (spoken)
 And fear!

ALL
 But honestly, we’d rather be anywhere but here!

BOBBERT  (spoken)
 Like, maybe learning to slow dance in the moonlight

 As I’ve always dreamed.

(He notices the bullies. They look puzzled.)

BULLY III  (spoken)
 What are you talking about?

BOBBERT  (points to Bully II, nervously)
What is he talking about?

Verse II 
BULLY II  (sung, attempting to sound menacing but failing humorously)

 I’m the whisper in your ear so close you feel my breathing,
 The shadow in the corner that looks like Misses Freely,
 I’m feared by every one below the height of four feet and growing,
 And with that growth I could get a lot more stinkin’ scary!

BULLY I  (mockingly, spoken)
 You kiss your mother with that mouth?

BULLY II  (spoken)
 No! I have yet to kiss a woman.

Chorus II 
BULLY I

 We put the T in terror!

BULLY II
 The haunted into mansion!

BOBBERT
 Frankly, it’s exhausting how much that we got happenin’!

ALL
 Is it even possible to stop what we are plannin’!?

Verse IV 
BOBBERT (sung with a dark, calculating tone)

 But enough with the games, it’s time I confess,

 There’s a robot to steal, but I would have had less.
 If I wasn’t forced to be super cool
 By joining my forces with these bullied fools.

BOBBERT (spoken)
 But no matter…

(sung)

 I will take that robot and make it my treasure!

 Rule this world fairly by uneven measure!

 Like good people, mistreat the others!

 Just like my rhyming my rule will be… bad!

(The bullies cheer cluelessly.)
 You morons have no clue. This is my path to glory.

BULLY III  (spoken)
 Uh, yeah! Glory! And, uh… maybe world domination?

BOBBERT (spoken)
 Just keep mindlessly following me, boys. I’ll think about the doing. 
Trust me.

Bridge 
ALL

 So let’s find that lab, grab what’s ours, and run,

 When we’ve got that bot, the fun will have just begun!

BOBBERT
 And the last thing that the blasted Valentina will think

 Is that she’d be so happy she got someone like me.

BULLY I  (spoken)
 Dude… you seriously gotta let that go.

BOBBERT  (spoken)
 Yeah, maybe you’re right.

(Pause.)

Chorus III 
ALL

 We’re the Bloody to the Mary

 The Grim to the Reaper

 Hopefully, we won’t be the Sauron to our wringer!

BOBBERT
 Let’s stay focused, particularly on me.

 I’m the lead, you’ll see this when those nerds bow down to me.

 I’ll steal that bot quite awesomely

 And finally show Valenti-ly that I am all powerful and manly…ly.

BULLY II  (spoken)
 Wow.

Outro
BOBBERT  (spoken)

 Prepare to be amazed!

 My destiny awaits!

(The bullies cheer mindlessly as Bobbert laughs maniacally.)

LUCAS

Hello, Mr. Lambert. How are you this fine morning?

MR. LAMBERT

Hey, Lucas. I'm good. What are you guys doing here?

LUCAS

We came to talk to Ms. Krisek.

MR. LAMBERT

You too, huh?

They all pause, confused.

LUCAS

What do you mean?

MR. LAMBERT shifts uncomfortably. 

MR. LAMBERT

Uh, nothing really. I was just saying, you know? Just making short 
talk.

MARIO

About Ms. Krisek?

MR. LAMBERT

I was just saying I get what you mean by wanting to talk to Ms. 
Krisek, that's all.

VALENTINA

Yeah? How so?

MR. LAMBERT

Well, I mean, who wouldn't want to make conversation with her... 
you know?

MR. LAMBERT laughs nervously. The kids look at each 
other.

MARIO

Trust me, brother. I understand why you want to.

MR. LAMBERT

Want to what?

MARIO

Make conversation with Ms. Krisek.

MR. LAMBERT

Sure, but. Like. Who has time for that, right?

The group looks at each other mischievously, then back to 
MR. LAMBERT.

LUCAS

Are you afraid to talk to Ms. Krisek, Mr. Lambert?

MR. LAMBERT

What!? No! Why would I be afraid of talking to Ms. Krisek?

VALENTINA

Because she's pretty.

MR. LAMBERT

And!?

LUCAS

You're also getting really nervous.

MARIO

And sweaty.

MR. LAMBERT

Why are you guys grilling me for this!?

VALENTINA, LUCAS, & MARIO

Because you brought it up!

MR. LAMBERT

(Loud)

And!? So what if I find Ms. Krisek attractive!?

The entire library goes silent... again.

VALENTINA

Wow.

MR. LAMBERT

Just, go talk to her over there, please...

The group awkwardly walks away as MR. LAMBERT shame-
fully hides his face.

MARIO

That was incredible.

LUCAS

Masterful.

They fist bump as VALENTINA walks up to MS. KRISEK.

VALENTINA

Hello, Ms. Krisek!

MS. KRISEK

 Hey, Valentina... and group.

 She looks at MR. LAMBERT, then back to the kids.
(Under breath)

What was that all about?

LUCAS

No idea.

VALENTINA

Really wish I could say, Ms. K.

MARIO

Mr. Lambert has the hots for you.

MS. KRISEK

Oh, yeah. That's nothing new. So, what brings you here?

They look around at each other, then lean in, inviting MS. 
KRISEK to do the same. She does.

LUCAS

There's no easy way to put this Ms. K, so we're just gonna say it.

VALENTINA

We know about you, Mr. Zero, and some guy named Professor 
Quantum. We've seen the lab.

MS. KRISEK's eyes widen.
We're also aware of that random janitor that has a key to the 
locker exit slash entrance.

MS. KRISEK

Random janitor? What random janitor?

LUCAS

We have no idea either, honestly.

MS. KRISEK

No matter. How did you find out about this?

MARIO

Bobbert trapped us in the shed entrance outside the school.

MS. KRISEK

The shed was unlocked?

They all nod. MS. KRISEK looks off.
I didn't unlock it... perhaps Zero?

She looks back.
Before Quentin-- sorry, Professor Quantum left, he told me that 
he would explain everything one day. He couldn't explain 
everything that second, but he told me that, 'the answers would 
begin at the books, but not without him.'

She looks off again and worriedly paces.
Ten years have passed and I still haven't figured out what he 
meant...

VALENTINA

When you say books do you mean library books?

LUCAS

And by 'him' do you mean Professor Quantum?

MS. KRISEK looks back. 
MS. KRISEK

(To VALENTINA)

Maybe... but I've spent hours with every quantum mechanics text 
and haven't found a single answer or clue. Mr. Zero couldn't hack 
it, either.

She looks at LUCAS.
And Lucas, no. Though he said, 'Not without him,' I don't know 
who he is. I thought it was him at first but... how can it be him since 
he never came back?

VALENTINA

If you don't mind, Ms. Krisek, we'd love to help. Maybe some fresh 
perspective might make a difference?

She considers it. 
MS. KRISEK

Hm. Why not? Any problem worth solving takes a sophisticated 
village, after all.

LUCAS

I couldn't agree more. So, what are we looking for?

MS. KRISEK

I always thought what he said about the books was a means to 
understand his mind. So, I started where he did... but. I'm a 
robotics engineer. Physics is like Greek to me.

VALENTINA

So you were trying to understand quantum mechanics in order to 
start the B.I.G?

MS. KRISEK looks at VALENTINA,confused.

MS. KRISEK

The what?

VALENTINA

The Notorious B.I.G. Biggie for short.

MS. KRISEK is still lost.
The robot...

MS. KRISEK

Oh! You mean the All-Powerful Bender-Bot876005, Working 
Title?

VALENTINA

Yes, that mess.

MS. KRISEK
Huh... well, I love me some Biggie just as much as the next. Let's go 
with it.

LUCAS

Wait, why were you trying to start Biggie?

MS. KRISEK

I thought if I could start him, then I could find and save Professor 
Quantum... but I couldn't make Biggie budge.

VALENTINA

And Mr. Zero couldn't hack it, either...

MS. KRISEK

Literally. He's a computer scientist, and despite him designing the 
software to make Biggie run, Professor Quantum firewall'ed it 
before he disappeared. We tried hacking it as our last resort... we 
came up with nothing. Turns out Professor Quantum is quite the 
stickler for his computer safety.

LUCAS

(To VALENTINA)

I think that's enough to start.

VALENTINA

Agreed.

MARIO

And while they're doing that, Ms. Krisek, you and I have some 
unconventional investigation methods to conduct.

MS. KRISEK

What? Why? Such as?

MARIO

Investigating the library is good and all, but the moment Mr. 
Lambert catches wind, and he will, he's going to cause some 
problems. We need to do this quietly. So, me and you will go over 
to Mr. Lambert and distract him, while Lucas and Valentina 
investigate.

MS. KRISEK

What makes you think Mr. Lambert gives the slightest hoot about 
what we're up to?

MARIO points at MR. LAMBERT. 

MARIO

He hasn't stopped staring at you since we walked in.

She looks over MARIO and realizes that he's right.

MS. KRISEK

Point taken...

She looks back.
Okay, so... what's the plan?

MARIO

Easy. Ms. Krisek will flirt with Mr. Lambert and I'll tell him what to 
say to flirt back.

VALENTINA

That's ridiculous!

MARIO

I know. That's the point. Hear me out! He'll be too distracted 
between the two of us to even notice you guys!

LUCAS

I see his point.

MARIO

Exactly! It's smart, just a different type of smart. Where you guys 
had the books, I had the streets. Together, we're the best of both 
worlds.

MS. KRISEK

I hate to say it, but I think Mario is right.

VALENTINA

Yeah... me too.

MARIO looks up at MS. KRISEK and reaches for her flirta-
tiously.

MARIO

I may not get quantum physics, but I do understand women.

MS. KRISEK 

Drop it or lose it.

He drops his hand quickly and nervously.

MARIO

Sorry.

LUCAS and VALENTINA look at each other, then back to 
MS. KRISEK.

VALENTINA

If you think it'll work, Ms. Krisek, then we'll do it. We trust you.

MS. KRISEK

Then why waste time? Let's do this.

The team breaks into groups of two. LUCAS and VALENTI-
NA go to the wall of books as MARIO and MS. KRISEK get 
closer to MR. LAMBERT.

MARIO

(To MS. KRISEK, quietly)

All right, let me go talk to him first. Then, after about five seconds, 
you come over and start flirting with him. Make him as nervous as 
possible.

MS. KRISEK

 Are men really this simple?

MARIO

(Walking over to MR. LAMBERT) 

Uh, yeah. Of course we are.

MARIO returns to MR. LAMBERT.
Lambo! My man!

MR. LAMBERT

Mario...

MARIO

(Abruptly)

Stop talking. I told Ms. Krisek that you liked her for her stellar 
personality and her even more stellar looks. I also mentioned you 
want to take her out to dinner tonight at Vendor's Tonics and 
Grill. If she's interested, she'll come over.

MS. KRISEK begins walking over flirtatiously. MARIO 
doesn't turn around.

(Sarcastic)

Oh, what a surprise, she's coming over.

MR. LAMBERT

What!? Me!? Why!? This is all so sudden!

MARIO

I guess you're just all that and a bag of chips.

He turns away.
Anyway, good luuuck!

MR. LAMBERT

Wait! What do I say to her!?

MARIO

 You want some help?

MR. LAMBERT

Yes!

MARIO

If you insist!

MARIO 'sneaks' around MS. KRISEK and goes behind MR. 
LAMBERT's desk. MS. KRISEK arrives.

Pretend I'm not here!

MR. LAMBERT

How am I supposed to-- 

MS. KRISEK

Hey there, stud.

MR. LAMBERT gulps.

Interpretada por Lucas, Valentina, Srta. Krisek, Mario, 
Sr. Lambert y Ensemble

Preparación de la escena:
La canción “Métodos de Investigación Ridículos” comienza 
mientras el caos se desata. Los personajes señalan 
continuamente lo ridícula que es la situación, comparándola con 
otros métodos de investigación aún más absurdos. El escenario 
es la biblioteca. Con el paso del tiempo, los personajes pasan de 
cantar a hablar, mientras la música continúa de fondo.

42

Prev
iew

 Vers
ion 

Unau
thoriz

ed
 Copy



IVAN

 The moment to strike is upon us, comrades.

COMRADE I

Yes, comrade. Our ten years of waiting have finally paid off.

IVAN

Despite Professor Quantum's best efforts to stop us from 
attaining his All-Powerful Bender-Bot876005, Working Title, he 
has failed.

COMRADE II

Indeed, comrade. 

IVAN

Thank you, comrade.

COMRADE I

You're welcome, comrade.

IVAN

Not you, Comrade One. I was talking to Comrade Two.

COMRADE III

My apologies, comrade Ivan.

IVAN

Comrade Three, why would I be talking to you?

COMRADE I

Me, comrade?

IVAN

No, Comrade Four! I'm talking to--. Forget it! Let's just get to 
work.

He turns and looks forward.
Thanks to the random power surge from the All-Powerful 
Bender-Bot876005, Working Title, we know it's exact location... 
which should be here.

He looks around.
But to my best knowledge, this appears to be your every-day 
middle school hallway.

COMRADE V

Maybe it's underground, comrade?

IVAN

Excellent thinking, Comrade Five!

Comrade One, pull out the shovel!

COMRADE I

But comrade... what about this janitor that has overheard our 
entire conversation?

IVAN looks at THE JANITOR that COMRADE I is pointing 
at. He walks over ominously, reaching into his jacket.

IVAN

You there... American janitor.

He switches over to an American accent, pulling out a card 
and handing it to the janitor with a polite tone.

I'm here on behalf of the American Janitor Association. Would 
you mind coming with me so we can discuss your performance?

THE JANITOR says nothing. Instead, he blankly looks up. 
IVAN waves his hand in front of THE JANITOR's face 
slowly.

Hello? American janitor?

Nothing again. 
COMRADE II

 Maybe he doesn't speak English?

IVAN

He's American. That's all he speaks.

COMRADE II

I'm just saying. It may be worthwhile to consider a language 
barrier.

IVAN

And what other_ language might he speak, comrade?

They go silent for a second.

COMRADE III

... Russian?

IVAN

 Oh, for Gorbachev's sake!

He switches back to his Russian accent, grabs THE JANI-
TOR, and shakes him vigorously.

Do you understand what I'm saying!?

THE JANITOR doesn't reply. IVAN releases.
Hm. I do not believe this man is present. As the Americans say, the 
house has lights yet no one is turning them on.

COMRADE III

Many-a-luxury for the capitalist who owns a home.

They laugh, Russian-ly. 

IVAN

All right. Let us dig. Without an authority figure in sight, this 
should be fairly easy.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL walks up to the men with the new 
student, LUCIA, beside him.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Hello, gentleman. I'm Principal Howel, the authority figure on 
sight. Can I help you?

They all freeze, COMRADE I holding his digging pose. IVAN 
calmly smiles and steps forward.

IVAN

(In a perfect American accent)

Hello, Principal Howel. My name is... Craig. We're here on behalf 
of the American Janitor Association to do our routine checkup on 
your establishment.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL nods, suspicious. 

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Huh... I don't recall setting up an appointment or the American 
Janitor Association being a thing. Nonetheless, why don't you join 
me and Lucia on our tour around the building? I'd be happy to 
assist you in your janitorial efforts.

He pauses, looks at COMRADE I, then the shovel, then 
back to IVAN.

What's with the shovel?

IVAN

Uh... it is for tough stains.

COMRADE I vigorously scrapes the shovels tip on the tile 
floor with a large, forced smile.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Huh... you learn something new everyday.

(To IVAN)

Where to first?

IVAN

The room that holds all your electricity would be a good place to 
start.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Right this way.

The Russians all leave with PRINCIPAL HOWEL and LUCIA. 
As the last one exits, THE JANITOR slowly 'gains' awareness 
and looks after them, suspicious, concerned, and alert.
Suddenly, the locker behind THE JANITOR budges. He 

remembers, hops forward, and the locker door swings open 
behind him, barely missing. He turns around as LUCAS, MARIO, 
and VALENTINA walk through.

LUCAS

Huh... so that's where that hallway led.

VALENTINA

Why did it lead back to the main hall?

THE JANITOR

(Interrupting)

So many questions... I wonder if we'll ever get answers.

The group freezes. 

MARIO

 Uh... I can explain.

Everyone looks at MARIO, then back to THE JANITOR.

THE JANITOR

Go on...

MARIO wraps his arm around THE JANITOR.

MARIO

 Mr. Janitor. Can I call you Janet?

THE JANITOR

Why would I ever be comfortable with you calling me Janet?

MARIO

(Ignoring the question)

As a trusted adult, you, better than anyone, know the state of this world 
and the struggles therein for people like me and my friends, here.

He turns and points to LUCAS. 
Blind. 

To VALENTINA.

Female. 

To himself.
Handsome.

He continues to walk forward with THE JANITOR.
Naturally, given our unchangeable, physical appearance, bullies 
tend to swarm us like flies on poo. They're drawn to us. Like a 
magnet, only they are the negative and we are the positive. We're 
drawn together by the law of attraction.

He pauses for a beat.
Do you know what sticks to magnets more than anything, janitor?

He smacks the open locker door closed.
Metal. Cold, hard metal.

He releases and walks away. 
And that's all there is to it! We got shoved in a locker by the bully 
named Bobbert, and now, no thanks to your 'watchful and 
trusted' adult eyes, we have finally escaped his metallic grasp.

THE JANITOR

Uh huh...

He looks at LUCAS.
So what does any of that have to do with a hallway?

LUCAS gulps.
VALENTINA

We were just using our imagination.

LUCAS

Exactly!

MARIO

I mean... what else would we do with all that time on our hands?

THE JANITOR

Mhm.

He pulls out a metal key, unlocks the locker, and opens it to 
reveal the very obvious hall that leads to the underground 
lab.

So, how do you explain that?

The group looks. 
LUCAS

Uh... active imagination?

THE JANITOR closes the door. 

THE JANITOR

Here's what I think happened. I think you all found your way into 
Professor Quantum's lab where you found a robot that can 
potentially manipulate the spacetime continuum and now you're 
trying to cover it up.

They pause, shocked. 

VALENTINA

That's... actually exactly what happened.

LUCAS

How did you know?

THE JANITOR

Not everything here at Newton Middle School is as it seems.

He looks around.
It's also not so safe anymore, either. The 'trusted adult' in me 
would tell you to drop everything and leave, especially since some 
very obviously-evil Russian men just showed up...

LUCAS

Well, that would be the smart thing to do--

THE JANITOR

But...

LUCAS

Why but!?

THE JANITOR

That front entrance through the shed has been sealed since 
Professor Quantum disappeared. If it was open, that means it was 
just opened... and there was only ever three people alive who 

have the tools, codes, or keys needed to open it.

He pauses momentarily.
I'd see that as a sign that you're supposed to be here, wouldn't 
you?

LUCAS

I don't want to see it as anything.

MARIO

I'm surprised you see at all.

LUCAS 

(To MARIO)

Really?

THE JANITOR

It's no matter. I have to go.

He begins walking away, then pauses and turns to the kids 
one last time.

Talk to Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero. They will help you figure this out. 
Talk to no one else. Trust no one else, and don't forget! Seven 
dangerous men walk these halls...

LUCAS and VALENTINA look at MARIO.
 

VALENTINA

You just had to sing 'seven deadly men,' didn't you.

MARIO

I was feeling inspired!

THE JANITOR turns and hastily walks off.
The group stares after him, then look back to each other.

LUCAS

Well. No time like the present.

VALENTINA

I'm beginning to question the validity of that statement with 
every passing second.

MARIO

Past, present, seconds, or minutes... as long as we stick together, 
we'll be all right.

The group exits down the hall.
Once the group is gone, BOBBERT and his cronies step into 
view. Bobbert rubs his hands together in an evil fashion, 
smiling wickedly as he begins forming his plan.

BOBBERT

That robot will be mine...

The song, “Bobbert’s Song,” begins playing as Bobbert steps 
out from the shadows with his cronies, plotting his next 
move.

Performed by Bobbert and Bullies I, II, and III
Scene setup:
The song, “Bobbert’s Song,” begins playing as Bobbert steps out 
from the shadows with his cronies, plotting his next move.

Verse I 
BULLY I

What a world we live in when evil reigns supreme

If you look for an example than you’ll surely look for me,

I’m the nightmare in your hindsight; you’ll see me in your dreams

I’m so stinkin’ evil my Dad can’t stop these things!

BULLY II (spoken)
 Your dad came back?

BULLY I  (spoken)
 Shut up!

Chorus I 
(sung with sarcastic glee and a whimsical tone)

 ALL
 We’re the shadows that always follow,

 The voices that you hear—

BULLY III (spoken)
 And fear!

ALL
 But honestly, we’d rather be anywhere but here!

BOBBERT  (spoken)
 Like, maybe learning to slow dance in the moonlight

 As I’ve always dreamed.

(He notices the bullies. They look puzzled.)

BULLY III  (spoken)
 What are you talking about?

BOBBERT  (points to Bully II, nervously)
What is he talking about?

Verse II 
BULLY II  (sung, attempting to sound menacing but failing humorously)

 I’m the whisper in your ear so close you feel my breathing,
 The shadow in the corner that looks like Misses Freely,
 I’m feared by every one below the height of four feet and growing,
 And with that growth I could get a lot more stinkin’ scary!

BULLY I  (mockingly, spoken)
 You kiss your mother with that mouth?

BULLY II  (spoken)
 No! I have yet to kiss a woman.

Chorus II 
BULLY I

 We put the T in terror!

BULLY II
 The haunted into mansion!

BOBBERT
 Frankly, it’s exhausting how much that we got happenin’!

ALL
 Is it even possible to stop what we are plannin’!?

Verse IV 
BOBBERT (sung with a dark, calculating tone)

 But enough with the games, it’s time I confess,

 There’s a robot to steal, but I would have had less.
 If I wasn’t forced to be super cool
 By joining my forces with these bullied fools.

BOBBERT (spoken)
 But no matter…

(sung)

 I will take that robot and make it my treasure!

 Rule this world fairly by uneven measure!

 Like good people, mistreat the others!

 Just like my rhyming my rule will be… bad!

(The bullies cheer cluelessly.)
 You morons have no clue. This is my path to glory.

BULLY III  (spoken)
 Uh, yeah! Glory! And, uh… maybe world domination?

BOBBERT (spoken)
 Just keep mindlessly following me, boys. I’ll think about the doing. 
Trust me.

Bridge 
ALL

 So let’s find that lab, grab what’s ours, and run,

 When we’ve got that bot, the fun will have just begun!

BOBBERT
 And the last thing that the blasted Valentina will think

 Is that she’d be so happy she got someone like me.

BULLY I  (spoken)
 Dude… you seriously gotta let that go.

BOBBERT  (spoken)
 Yeah, maybe you’re right.

(Pause.)

Chorus III 
ALL

 We’re the Bloody to the Mary

 The Grim to the Reaper

 Hopefully, we won’t be the Sauron to our wringer!

BOBBERT
 Let’s stay focused, particularly on me.

 I’m the lead, you’ll see this when those nerds bow down to me.

 I’ll steal that bot quite awesomely

 And finally show Valenti-ly that I am all powerful and manly…ly.

BULLY II  (spoken)
 Wow.

Outro
BOBBERT  (spoken)

 Prepare to be amazed!

 My destiny awaits!

(The bullies cheer mindlessly as Bobbert laughs maniacally.)

LUCAS

Hello, Mr. Lambert. How are you this fine morning?

MR. LAMBERT

Hey, Lucas. I'm good. What are you guys doing here?

LUCAS

We came to talk to Ms. Krisek.

MR. LAMBERT

You too, huh?

They all pause, confused.

LUCAS

What do you mean?

MR. LAMBERT shifts uncomfortably. 

MR. LAMBERT

Uh, nothing really. I was just saying, you know? Just making short 
talk.

MARIO

About Ms. Krisek?

MR. LAMBERT

I was just saying I get what you mean by wanting to talk to Ms. 
Krisek, that's all.

VALENTINA

Yeah? How so?

MR. LAMBERT

Well, I mean, who wouldn't want to make conversation with her... 
you know?

MR. LAMBERT laughs nervously. The kids look at each 
other.

MARIO

Trust me, brother. I understand why you want to.

MR. LAMBERT

Want to what?

MARIO

Make conversation with Ms. Krisek.

MR. LAMBERT

Sure, but. Like. Who has time for that, right?

The group looks at each other mischievously, then back to 
MR. LAMBERT.

LUCAS

Are you afraid to talk to Ms. Krisek, Mr. Lambert?

MR. LAMBERT

What!? No! Why would I be afraid of talking to Ms. Krisek?

VALENTINA

Because she's pretty.

MR. LAMBERT

And!?

LUCAS

You're also getting really nervous.

MARIO

And sweaty.

MR. LAMBERT

Why are you guys grilling me for this!?

VALENTINA, LUCAS, & MARIO

Because you brought it up!

MR. LAMBERT

(Loud)

And!? So what if I find Ms. Krisek attractive!?

The entire library goes silent... again.

VALENTINA

Wow.

MR. LAMBERT

Just, go talk to her over there, please...

The group awkwardly walks away as MR. LAMBERT shame-
fully hides his face.

MARIO

That was incredible.

LUCAS

Masterful.

They fist bump as VALENTINA walks up to MS. KRISEK.

VALENTINA

Hello, Ms. Krisek!

MS. KRISEK

 Hey, Valentina... and group.

 She looks at MR. LAMBERT, then back to the kids.
(Under breath)

What was that all about?

LUCAS

No idea.

VALENTINA

Really wish I could say, Ms. K.

MARIO

Mr. Lambert has the hots for you.

MS. KRISEK

Oh, yeah. That's nothing new. So, what brings you here?

They look around at each other, then lean in, inviting MS. 
KRISEK to do the same. She does.

LUCAS

There's no easy way to put this Ms. K, so we're just gonna say it.

VALENTINA

We know about you, Mr. Zero, and some guy named Professor 
Quantum. We've seen the lab.

MS. KRISEK's eyes widen.
We're also aware of that random janitor that has a key to the 
locker exit slash entrance.

MS. KRISEK

Random janitor? What random janitor?

LUCAS

We have no idea either, honestly.

MS. KRISEK

No matter. How did you find out about this?

MARIO

Bobbert trapped us in the shed entrance outside the school.

MS. KRISEK

The shed was unlocked?

They all nod. MS. KRISEK looks off.
I didn't unlock it... perhaps Zero?

She looks back.
Before Quentin-- sorry, Professor Quantum left, he told me that 
he would explain everything one day. He couldn't explain 
everything that second, but he told me that, 'the answers would 
begin at the books, but not without him.'

She looks off again and worriedly paces.
Ten years have passed and I still haven't figured out what he 
meant...

VALENTINA

When you say books do you mean library books?

LUCAS

And by 'him' do you mean Professor Quantum?

MS. KRISEK looks back. 
MS. KRISEK

(To VALENTINA)

Maybe... but I've spent hours with every quantum mechanics text 
and haven't found a single answer or clue. Mr. Zero couldn't hack 
it, either.

She looks at LUCAS.
And Lucas, no. Though he said, 'Not without him,' I don't know 
who he is. I thought it was him at first but... how can it be him since 
he never came back?

VALENTINA

If you don't mind, Ms. Krisek, we'd love to help. Maybe some fresh 
perspective might make a difference?

She considers it. 
MS. KRISEK

Hm. Why not? Any problem worth solving takes a sophisticated 
village, after all.

LUCAS

I couldn't agree more. So, what are we looking for?

MS. KRISEK

I always thought what he said about the books was a means to 
understand his mind. So, I started where he did... but. I'm a 
robotics engineer. Physics is like Greek to me.

VALENTINA

So you were trying to understand quantum mechanics in order to 
start the B.I.G?

MS. KRISEK looks at VALENTINA,confused.

MS. KRISEK

The what?

VALENTINA

The Notorious B.I.G. Biggie for short.

MS. KRISEK is still lost.
The robot...

MS. KRISEK

Oh! You mean the All-Powerful Bender-Bot876005, Working 
Title?

VALENTINA

Yes, that mess.

MS. KRISEK
Huh... well, I love me some Biggie just as much as the next. Let's go 
with it.

LUCAS

Wait, why were you trying to start Biggie?

MS. KRISEK

I thought if I could start him, then I could find and save Professor 
Quantum... but I couldn't make Biggie budge.

VALENTINA

And Mr. Zero couldn't hack it, either...

MS. KRISEK

Literally. He's a computer scientist, and despite him designing the 
software to make Biggie run, Professor Quantum firewall'ed it 
before he disappeared. We tried hacking it as our last resort... we 
came up with nothing. Turns out Professor Quantum is quite the 
stickler for his computer safety.

LUCAS

(To VALENTINA)

I think that's enough to start.

VALENTINA

Agreed.

MARIO

And while they're doing that, Ms. Krisek, you and I have some 
unconventional investigation methods to conduct.

MS. KRISEK

What? Why? Such as?

MARIO

Investigating the library is good and all, but the moment Mr. 
Lambert catches wind, and he will, he's going to cause some 
problems. We need to do this quietly. So, me and you will go over 
to Mr. Lambert and distract him, while Lucas and Valentina 
investigate.

MS. KRISEK

What makes you think Mr. Lambert gives the slightest hoot about 
what we're up to?

MARIO points at MR. LAMBERT. 

MARIO

He hasn't stopped staring at you since we walked in.

She looks over MARIO and realizes that he's right.

MS. KRISEK

Point taken...

She looks back.
Okay, so... what's the plan?

MARIO

Easy. Ms. Krisek will flirt with Mr. Lambert and I'll tell him what to 
say to flirt back.

VALENTINA

That's ridiculous!

MARIO

I know. That's the point. Hear me out! He'll be too distracted 
between the two of us to even notice you guys!

LUCAS

I see his point.

MARIO

Exactly! It's smart, just a different type of smart. Where you guys 
had the books, I had the streets. Together, we're the best of both 
worlds.

MS. KRISEK

I hate to say it, but I think Mario is right.

VALENTINA

Yeah... me too.

MARIO looks up at MS. KRISEK and reaches for her flirta-
tiously.

MARIO

I may not get quantum physics, but I do understand women.

MS. KRISEK 

Drop it or lose it.

He drops his hand quickly and nervously.

MARIO

Sorry.

LUCAS and VALENTINA look at each other, then back to 
MS. KRISEK.

VALENTINA

If you think it'll work, Ms. Krisek, then we'll do it. We trust you.

MS. KRISEK

Then why waste time? Let's do this.

The team breaks into groups of two. LUCAS and VALENTI-
NA go to the wall of books as MARIO and MS. KRISEK get 
closer to MR. LAMBERT.

MARIO

(To MS. KRISEK, quietly)

All right, let me go talk to him first. Then, after about five seconds, 
you come over and start flirting with him. Make him as nervous as 
possible.

MS. KRISEK

 Are men really this simple?

MARIO

(Walking over to MR. LAMBERT) 

Uh, yeah. Of course we are.

MARIO returns to MR. LAMBERT.
Lambo! My man!

MR. LAMBERT

Mario...

MARIO

(Abruptly)

Stop talking. I told Ms. Krisek that you liked her for her stellar 
personality and her even more stellar looks. I also mentioned you 
want to take her out to dinner tonight at Vendor's Tonics and 
Grill. If she's interested, she'll come over.

MS. KRISEK begins walking over flirtatiously. MARIO 
doesn't turn around.

(Sarcastic)

Oh, what a surprise, she's coming over.

MR. LAMBERT

What!? Me!? Why!? This is all so sudden!

MARIO

I guess you're just all that and a bag of chips.

He turns away.
Anyway, good luuuck!

MR. LAMBERT

Wait! What do I say to her!?

MARIO

 You want some help?

MR. LAMBERT

Yes!

MARIO

If you insist!

MARIO 'sneaks' around MS. KRISEK and goes behind MR. 
LAMBERT's desk. MS. KRISEK arrives.

Pretend I'm not here!

MR. LAMBERT

How am I supposed to-- 

MS. KRISEK

Hey there, stud.

MR. LAMBERT gulps.

Interpretada por Lucas, Valentina, Srta. Krisek, Mario, 
Sr. Lambert y Ensemble

Preparación de la escena:
La canción “Métodos de Investigación Ridículos” comienza 
mientras el caos se desata. Los personajes señalan 
continuamente lo ridícula que es la situación, comparándola con 
otros métodos de investigación aún más absurdos. El escenario 
es la biblioteca. Con el paso del tiempo, los personajes pasan de 
cantar a hablar, mientras la música continúa de fondo.
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END OF SCENE.

IVAN

 The moment to strike is upon us, comrades.

COMRADE I

Yes, comrade. Our ten years of waiting have finally paid off.

IVAN

Despite Professor Quantum's best efforts to stop us from 
attaining his All-Powerful Bender-Bot876005, Working Title, he 
has failed.

COMRADE II

Indeed, comrade. 

IVAN

Thank you, comrade.

COMRADE I

You're welcome, comrade.

IVAN

Not you, Comrade One. I was talking to Comrade Two.

COMRADE III

My apologies, comrade Ivan.

IVAN

Comrade Three, why would I be talking to you?

COMRADE I

Me, comrade?

IVAN

No, Comrade Four! I'm talking to--. Forget it! Let's just get to 
work.

He turns and looks forward.
Thanks to the random power surge from the All-Powerful 
Bender-Bot876005, Working Title, we know it's exact location... 
which should be here.

He looks around.
But to my best knowledge, this appears to be your every-day 
middle school hallway.

COMRADE V

Maybe it's underground, comrade?

IVAN

Excellent thinking, Comrade Five!

Comrade One, pull out the shovel!

COMRADE I

But comrade... what about this janitor that has overheard our 
entire conversation?

IVAN looks at THE JANITOR that COMRADE I is pointing 
at. He walks over ominously, reaching into his jacket.

IVAN

You there... American janitor.

He switches over to an American accent, pulling out a card 
and handing it to the janitor with a polite tone.

I'm here on behalf of the American Janitor Association. Would 
you mind coming with me so we can discuss your performance?

THE JANITOR says nothing. Instead, he blankly looks up. 
IVAN waves his hand in front of THE JANITOR's face 
slowly.

Hello? American janitor?

Nothing again. 
COMRADE II

 Maybe he doesn't speak English?

IVAN

He's American. That's all he speaks.

COMRADE II

I'm just saying. It may be worthwhile to consider a language 
barrier.

IVAN

And what other_ language might he speak, comrade?

They go silent for a second.

COMRADE III

... Russian?

IVAN

 Oh, for Gorbachev's sake!

He switches back to his Russian accent, grabs THE JANI-
TOR, and shakes him vigorously.

Do you understand what I'm saying!?

THE JANITOR doesn't reply. IVAN releases.
Hm. I do not believe this man is present. As the Americans say, the 
house has lights yet no one is turning them on.

COMRADE III

Many-a-luxury for the capitalist who owns a home.

They laugh, Russian-ly. 

IVAN

All right. Let us dig. Without an authority figure in sight, this 
should be fairly easy.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL walks up to the men with the new 
student, LUCIA, beside him.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Hello, gentleman. I'm Principal Howel, the authority figure on 
sight. Can I help you?

They all freeze, COMRADE I holding his digging pose. IVAN 
calmly smiles and steps forward.

IVAN

(In a perfect American accent)

Hello, Principal Howel. My name is... Craig. We're here on behalf 
of the American Janitor Association to do our routine checkup on 
your establishment.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL nods, suspicious. 

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Huh... I don't recall setting up an appointment or the American 
Janitor Association being a thing. Nonetheless, why don't you join 
me and Lucia on our tour around the building? I'd be happy to 
assist you in your janitorial efforts.

He pauses, looks at COMRADE I, then the shovel, then 
back to IVAN.

What's with the shovel?

IVAN

Uh... it is for tough stains.

COMRADE I vigorously scrapes the shovels tip on the tile 
floor with a large, forced smile.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Huh... you learn something new everyday.

(To IVAN)

Where to first?

IVAN

The room that holds all your electricity would be a good place to 
start.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Right this way.

The Russians all leave with PRINCIPAL HOWEL and LUCIA. 
As the last one exits, THE JANITOR slowly 'gains' awareness 
and looks after them, suspicious, concerned, and alert.
Suddenly, the locker behind THE JANITOR budges. He 

remembers, hops forward, and the locker door swings open 
behind him, barely missing. He turns around as LUCAS, MARIO, 
and VALENTINA walk through.

LUCAS

Huh... so that's where that hallway led.

VALENTINA

Why did it lead back to the main hall?

THE JANITOR

(Interrupting)

So many questions... I wonder if we'll ever get answers.

The group freezes. 

MARIO

 Uh... I can explain.

Everyone looks at MARIO, then back to THE JANITOR.

THE JANITOR

Go on...

MARIO wraps his arm around THE JANITOR.

MARIO

 Mr. Janitor. Can I call you Janet?

THE JANITOR

Why would I ever be comfortable with you calling me Janet?

MARIO

(Ignoring the question)

As a trusted adult, you, better than anyone, know the state of this world 
and the struggles therein for people like me and my friends, here.

He turns and points to LUCAS. 
Blind. 

To VALENTINA.

Female. 

To himself.
Handsome.

He continues to walk forward with THE JANITOR.
Naturally, given our unchangeable, physical appearance, bullies 
tend to swarm us like flies on poo. They're drawn to us. Like a 
magnet, only they are the negative and we are the positive. We're 
drawn together by the law of attraction.

He pauses for a beat.
Do you know what sticks to magnets more than anything, janitor?

He smacks the open locker door closed.
Metal. Cold, hard metal.

He releases and walks away. 
And that's all there is to it! We got shoved in a locker by the bully 
named Bobbert, and now, no thanks to your 'watchful and 
trusted' adult eyes, we have finally escaped his metallic grasp.

THE JANITOR

Uh huh...

He looks at LUCAS.
So what does any of that have to do with a hallway?

LUCAS gulps.
VALENTINA

We were just using our imagination.

LUCAS

Exactly!

MARIO

I mean... what else would we do with all that time on our hands?

THE JANITOR

Mhm.

He pulls out a metal key, unlocks the locker, and opens it to 
reveal the very obvious hall that leads to the underground 
lab.

So, how do you explain that?

The group looks. 
LUCAS

Uh... active imagination?

THE JANITOR closes the door. 

THE JANITOR

Here's what I think happened. I think you all found your way into 
Professor Quantum's lab where you found a robot that can 
potentially manipulate the spacetime continuum and now you're 
trying to cover it up.

They pause, shocked. 

VALENTINA

That's... actually exactly what happened.

LUCAS

How did you know?

THE JANITOR

Not everything here at Newton Middle School is as it seems.

He looks around.
It's also not so safe anymore, either. The 'trusted adult' in me 
would tell you to drop everything and leave, especially since some 
very obviously-evil Russian men just showed up...

LUCAS

Well, that would be the smart thing to do--

THE JANITOR

But...

LUCAS

Why but!?

THE JANITOR

That front entrance through the shed has been sealed since 
Professor Quantum disappeared. If it was open, that means it was 
just opened... and there was only ever three people alive who 

have the tools, codes, or keys needed to open it.

He pauses momentarily.
I'd see that as a sign that you're supposed to be here, wouldn't 
you?

LUCAS

I don't want to see it as anything.

MARIO

I'm surprised you see at all.

LUCAS 

(To MARIO)

Really?

THE JANITOR

It's no matter. I have to go.

He begins walking away, then pauses and turns to the kids 
one last time.

Talk to Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero. They will help you figure this out. 
Talk to no one else. Trust no one else, and don't forget! Seven 
dangerous men walk these halls...

LUCAS and VALENTINA look at MARIO.
 

VALENTINA

You just had to sing 'seven deadly men,' didn't you.

MARIO

I was feeling inspired!

THE JANITOR turns and hastily walks off.
The group stares after him, then look back to each other.

LUCAS

Well. No time like the present.

VALENTINA

I'm beginning to question the validity of that statement with 
every passing second.

MARIO

Past, present, seconds, or minutes... as long as we stick together, 
we'll be all right.

The group exits down the hall.
Once the group is gone, BOBBERT and his cronies step into 
view. Bobbert rubs his hands together in an evil fashion, 
smiling wickedly as he begins forming his plan.

BOBBERT

That robot will be mine...

The song, “Bobbert’s Song,” begins playing as Bobbert steps 
out from the shadows with his cronies, plotting his next 
move.

Performed by Bobbert and Bullies I, II, and III
Scene setup:
The song, “Bobbert’s Song,” begins playing as Bobbert steps out 
from the shadows with his cronies, plotting his next move.

Verse I 
BULLY I

What a world we live in when evil reigns supreme

If you look for an example than you’ll surely look for me,

I’m the nightmare in your hindsight; you’ll see me in your dreams

I’m so stinkin’ evil my Dad can’t stop these things!

BULLY II (spoken)
 Your dad came back?

BULLY I  (spoken)
 Shut up!

Chorus I 
(sung with sarcastic glee and a whimsical tone)

 ALL
 We’re the shadows that always follow,

 The voices that you hear—

BULLY III (spoken)
 And fear!

ALL
 But honestly, we’d rather be anywhere but here!

BOBBERT  (spoken)
 Like, maybe learning to slow dance in the moonlight

 As I’ve always dreamed.

(He notices the bullies. They look puzzled.)

BULLY III  (spoken)
 What are you talking about?

BOBBERT  (points to Bully II, nervously)
What is he talking about?

Verse II 
BULLY II  (sung, attempting to sound menacing but failing humorously)

 I’m the whisper in your ear so close you feel my breathing,
 The shadow in the corner that looks like Misses Freely,
 I’m feared by every one below the height of four feet and growing,
 And with that growth I could get a lot more stinkin’ scary!

BULLY I  (mockingly, spoken)
 You kiss your mother with that mouth?

BULLY II  (spoken)
 No! I have yet to kiss a woman.

Chorus II 
BULLY I

 We put the T in terror!

BULLY II
 The haunted into mansion!

BOBBERT
 Frankly, it’s exhausting how much that we got happenin’!

ALL
 Is it even possible to stop what we are plannin’!?

Verse IV 
BOBBERT (sung with a dark, calculating tone)

 But enough with the games, it’s time I confess,

 There’s a robot to steal, but I would have had less.
 If I wasn’t forced to be super cool
 By joining my forces with these bullied fools.

BOBBERT (spoken)
 But no matter…

(sung)

 I will take that robot and make it my treasure!

 Rule this world fairly by uneven measure!

 Like good people, mistreat the others!

 Just like my rhyming my rule will be… bad!

(The bullies cheer cluelessly.)
 You morons have no clue. This is my path to glory.

BULLY III  (spoken)
 Uh, yeah! Glory! And, uh… maybe world domination?

BOBBERT (spoken)
 Just keep mindlessly following me, boys. I’ll think about the doing. 
Trust me.

Bridge 
ALL

 So let’s find that lab, grab what’s ours, and run,

 When we’ve got that bot, the fun will have just begun!

BOBBERT
 And the last thing that the blasted Valentina will think

 Is that she’d be so happy she got someone like me.

BULLY I  (spoken)
 Dude… you seriously gotta let that go.

BOBBERT  (spoken)
 Yeah, maybe you’re right.

(Pause.)

Chorus III 
ALL

 We’re the Bloody to the Mary

 The Grim to the Reaper

 Hopefully, we won’t be the Sauron to our wringer!

BOBBERT
 Let’s stay focused, particularly on me.

 I’m the lead, you’ll see this when those nerds bow down to me.

 I’ll steal that bot quite awesomely

 And finally show Valenti-ly that I am all powerful and manly…ly.

BULLY II  (spoken)
 Wow.

Outro
BOBBERT  (spoken)

 Prepare to be amazed!

 My destiny awaits!

(The bullies cheer mindlessly as Bobbert laughs maniacally.)

LUCAS

Hello, Mr. Lambert. How are you this fine morning?

MR. LAMBERT

Hey, Lucas. I'm good. What are you guys doing here?

LUCAS

We came to talk to Ms. Krisek.

MR. LAMBERT

You too, huh?

They all pause, confused.

LUCAS

What do you mean?

MR. LAMBERT shifts uncomfortably. 

MR. LAMBERT

Uh, nothing really. I was just saying, you know? Just making short 
talk.

MARIO

About Ms. Krisek?

MR. LAMBERT

I was just saying I get what you mean by wanting to talk to Ms. 
Krisek, that's all.

VALENTINA

Yeah? How so?

MR. LAMBERT

Well, I mean, who wouldn't want to make conversation with her... 
you know?

MR. LAMBERT laughs nervously. The kids look at each 
other.

MARIO

Trust me, brother. I understand why you want to.

MR. LAMBERT

Want to what?

MARIO

Make conversation with Ms. Krisek.

MR. LAMBERT

Sure, but. Like. Who has time for that, right?

The group looks at each other mischievously, then back to 
MR. LAMBERT.

LUCAS

Are you afraid to talk to Ms. Krisek, Mr. Lambert?

MR. LAMBERT

What!? No! Why would I be afraid of talking to Ms. Krisek?

VALENTINA

Because she's pretty.

MR. LAMBERT

And!?

LUCAS

You're also getting really nervous.

MARIO

And sweaty.

MR. LAMBERT

Why are you guys grilling me for this!?

VALENTINA, LUCAS, & MARIO

Because you brought it up!

MR. LAMBERT

(Loud)

And!? So what if I find Ms. Krisek attractive!?

The entire library goes silent... again.

VALENTINA

Wow.

MR. LAMBERT

Just, go talk to her over there, please...

The group awkwardly walks away as MR. LAMBERT shame-
fully hides his face.

MARIO

That was incredible.

LUCAS

Masterful.

They fist bump as VALENTINA walks up to MS. KRISEK.

VALENTINA

Hello, Ms. Krisek!

MS. KRISEK

 Hey, Valentina... and group.

 She looks at MR. LAMBERT, then back to the kids.
(Under breath)

What was that all about?

LUCAS

No idea.

VALENTINA

Really wish I could say, Ms. K.

MARIO

Mr. Lambert has the hots for you.

MS. KRISEK

Oh, yeah. That's nothing new. So, what brings you here?

They look around at each other, then lean in, inviting MS. 
KRISEK to do the same. She does.

LUCAS

There's no easy way to put this Ms. K, so we're just gonna say it.

VALENTINA

We know about you, Mr. Zero, and some guy named Professor 
Quantum. We've seen the lab.

MS. KRISEK's eyes widen.
We're also aware of that random janitor that has a key to the 
locker exit slash entrance.

MS. KRISEK

Random janitor? What random janitor?

LUCAS

We have no idea either, honestly.

MS. KRISEK

No matter. How did you find out about this?

MARIO

Bobbert trapped us in the shed entrance outside the school.

MS. KRISEK

The shed was unlocked?

They all nod. MS. KRISEK looks off.
I didn't unlock it... perhaps Zero?

She looks back.
Before Quentin-- sorry, Professor Quantum left, he told me that 
he would explain everything one day. He couldn't explain 
everything that second, but he told me that, 'the answers would 
begin at the books, but not without him.'

She looks off again and worriedly paces.
Ten years have passed and I still haven't figured out what he 
meant...

VALENTINA

When you say books do you mean library books?

LUCAS

And by 'him' do you mean Professor Quantum?

MS. KRISEK looks back. 
MS. KRISEK

(To VALENTINA)

Maybe... but I've spent hours with every quantum mechanics text 
and haven't found a single answer or clue. Mr. Zero couldn't hack 
it, either.

She looks at LUCAS.
And Lucas, no. Though he said, 'Not without him,' I don't know 
who he is. I thought it was him at first but... how can it be him since 
he never came back?

VALENTINA

If you don't mind, Ms. Krisek, we'd love to help. Maybe some fresh 
perspective might make a difference?

She considers it. 
MS. KRISEK

Hm. Why not? Any problem worth solving takes a sophisticated 
village, after all.

LUCAS

I couldn't agree more. So, what are we looking for?

MS. KRISEK

I always thought what he said about the books was a means to 
understand his mind. So, I started where he did... but. I'm a 
robotics engineer. Physics is like Greek to me.

VALENTINA

So you were trying to understand quantum mechanics in order to 
start the B.I.G?

MS. KRISEK looks at VALENTINA,confused.

MS. KRISEK

The what?

VALENTINA

The Notorious B.I.G. Biggie for short.

MS. KRISEK is still lost.
The robot...

MS. KRISEK

Oh! You mean the All-Powerful Bender-Bot876005, Working 
Title?

VALENTINA

Yes, that mess.

MS. KRISEK
Huh... well, I love me some Biggie just as much as the next. Let's go 
with it.

LUCAS

Wait, why were you trying to start Biggie?

MS. KRISEK

I thought if I could start him, then I could find and save Professor 
Quantum... but I couldn't make Biggie budge.

VALENTINA

And Mr. Zero couldn't hack it, either...

MS. KRISEK

Literally. He's a computer scientist, and despite him designing the 
software to make Biggie run, Professor Quantum firewall'ed it 
before he disappeared. We tried hacking it as our last resort... we 
came up with nothing. Turns out Professor Quantum is quite the 
stickler for his computer safety.

LUCAS

(To VALENTINA)

I think that's enough to start.

VALENTINA

Agreed.

MARIO

And while they're doing that, Ms. Krisek, you and I have some 
unconventional investigation methods to conduct.

MS. KRISEK

What? Why? Such as?

MARIO

Investigating the library is good and all, but the moment Mr. 
Lambert catches wind, and he will, he's going to cause some 
problems. We need to do this quietly. So, me and you will go over 
to Mr. Lambert and distract him, while Lucas and Valentina 
investigate.

MS. KRISEK

What makes you think Mr. Lambert gives the slightest hoot about 
what we're up to?

MARIO points at MR. LAMBERT. 

MARIO

He hasn't stopped staring at you since we walked in.

She looks over MARIO and realizes that he's right.

MS. KRISEK

Point taken...

She looks back.
Okay, so... what's the plan?

MARIO

Easy. Ms. Krisek will flirt with Mr. Lambert and I'll tell him what to 
say to flirt back.

VALENTINA

That's ridiculous!

MARIO

I know. That's the point. Hear me out! He'll be too distracted 
between the two of us to even notice you guys!

LUCAS

I see his point.

MARIO

Exactly! It's smart, just a different type of smart. Where you guys 
had the books, I had the streets. Together, we're the best of both 
worlds.

MS. KRISEK

I hate to say it, but I think Mario is right.

VALENTINA

Yeah... me too.

MARIO looks up at MS. KRISEK and reaches for her flirta-
tiously.

MARIO

I may not get quantum physics, but I do understand women.

MS. KRISEK 

Drop it or lose it.

He drops his hand quickly and nervously.

MARIO

Sorry.

LUCAS and VALENTINA look at each other, then back to 
MS. KRISEK.

VALENTINA

If you think it'll work, Ms. Krisek, then we'll do it. We trust you.

MS. KRISEK

Then why waste time? Let's do this.

The team breaks into groups of two. LUCAS and VALENTI-
NA go to the wall of books as MARIO and MS. KRISEK get 
closer to MR. LAMBERT.

MARIO

(To MS. KRISEK, quietly)

All right, let me go talk to him first. Then, after about five seconds, 
you come over and start flirting with him. Make him as nervous as 
possible.

MS. KRISEK

 Are men really this simple?

MARIO

(Walking over to MR. LAMBERT) 

Uh, yeah. Of course we are.

MARIO returns to MR. LAMBERT.
Lambo! My man!

MR. LAMBERT

Mario...

MARIO

(Abruptly)

Stop talking. I told Ms. Krisek that you liked her for her stellar 
personality and her even more stellar looks. I also mentioned you 
want to take her out to dinner tonight at Vendor's Tonics and 
Grill. If she's interested, she'll come over.

MS. KRISEK begins walking over flirtatiously. MARIO 
doesn't turn around.

(Sarcastic)

Oh, what a surprise, she's coming over.

MR. LAMBERT

What!? Me!? Why!? This is all so sudden!

MARIO

I guess you're just all that and a bag of chips.

He turns away.
Anyway, good luuuck!

MR. LAMBERT

Wait! What do I say to her!?

MARIO

 You want some help?

MR. LAMBERT

Yes!

MARIO

If you insist!

MARIO 'sneaks' around MS. KRISEK and goes behind MR. 
LAMBERT's desk. MS. KRISEK arrives.

Pretend I'm not here!

MR. LAMBERT

How am I supposed to-- 

MS. KRISEK

Hey there, stud.

MR. LAMBERT gulps.

Interpretada por Lucas, Valentina, Srta. Krisek, Mario, 
Sr. Lambert y Ensemble

Preparación de la escena:
La canción “Métodos de Investigación Ridículos” comienza 
mientras el caos se desata. Los personajes señalan 
continuamente lo ridícula que es la situación, comparándola con 
otros métodos de investigación aún más absurdos. El escenario 
es la biblioteca. Con el paso del tiempo, los personajes pasan de 
cantar a hablar, mientras la música continúa de fondo.
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SCENE IV: BOOKS ARE FOR NERDS

IVAN

 The moment to strike is upon us, comrades.

COMRADE I

Yes, comrade. Our ten years of waiting have finally paid off.

IVAN

Despite Professor Quantum's best efforts to stop us from 
attaining his All-Powerful Bender-Bot876005, Working Title, he 
has failed.

COMRADE II

Indeed, comrade. 

IVAN

Thank you, comrade.

COMRADE I

You're welcome, comrade.

IVAN

Not you, Comrade One. I was talking to Comrade Two.

COMRADE III

My apologies, comrade Ivan.

IVAN

Comrade Three, why would I be talking to you?

COMRADE I

Me, comrade?

IVAN

No, Comrade Four! I'm talking to--. Forget it! Let's just get to 
work.

He turns and looks forward.
Thanks to the random power surge from the All-Powerful 
Bender-Bot876005, Working Title, we know it's exact location... 
which should be here.

He looks around.
But to my best knowledge, this appears to be your every-day 
middle school hallway.

COMRADE V

Maybe it's underground, comrade?

IVAN

Excellent thinking, Comrade Five!

Comrade One, pull out the shovel!

COMRADE I

But comrade... what about this janitor that has overheard our 
entire conversation?

IVAN looks at THE JANITOR that COMRADE I is pointing 
at. He walks over ominously, reaching into his jacket.

IVAN

You there... American janitor.

He switches over to an American accent, pulling out a card 
and handing it to the janitor with a polite tone.

I'm here on behalf of the American Janitor Association. Would 
you mind coming with me so we can discuss your performance?

THE JANITOR says nothing. Instead, he blankly looks up. 
IVAN waves his hand in front of THE JANITOR's face 
slowly.

Hello? American janitor?

Nothing again. 
COMRADE II

 Maybe he doesn't speak English?

IVAN

He's American. That's all he speaks.

COMRADE II

I'm just saying. It may be worthwhile to consider a language 
barrier.

IVAN

And what other_ language might he speak, comrade?

They go silent for a second.

COMRADE III

... Russian?

IVAN

 Oh, for Gorbachev's sake!

He switches back to his Russian accent, grabs THE JANI-
TOR, and shakes him vigorously.

Do you understand what I'm saying!?

THE JANITOR doesn't reply. IVAN releases.
Hm. I do not believe this man is present. As the Americans say, the 
house has lights yet no one is turning them on.

COMRADE III

Many-a-luxury for the capitalist who owns a home.

They laugh, Russian-ly. 

IVAN

All right. Let us dig. Without an authority figure in sight, this 
should be fairly easy.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL walks up to the men with the new 
student, LUCIA, beside him.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Hello, gentleman. I'm Principal Howel, the authority figure on 
sight. Can I help you?

They all freeze, COMRADE I holding his digging pose. IVAN 
calmly smiles and steps forward.

IVAN

(In a perfect American accent)

Hello, Principal Howel. My name is... Craig. We're here on behalf 
of the American Janitor Association to do our routine checkup on 
your establishment.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL nods, suspicious. 

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Huh... I don't recall setting up an appointment or the American 
Janitor Association being a thing. Nonetheless, why don't you join 
me and Lucia on our tour around the building? I'd be happy to 
assist you in your janitorial efforts.

He pauses, looks at COMRADE I, then the shovel, then 
back to IVAN.

What's with the shovel?

IVAN

Uh... it is for tough stains.

COMRADE I vigorously scrapes the shovels tip on the tile 
floor with a large, forced smile.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Huh... you learn something new everyday.

(To IVAN)

Where to first?

IVAN

The room that holds all your electricity would be a good place to 
start.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Right this way.

The Russians all leave with PRINCIPAL HOWEL and LUCIA. 
As the last one exits, THE JANITOR slowly 'gains' awareness 
and looks after them, suspicious, concerned, and alert.
Suddenly, the locker behind THE JANITOR budges. He 

remembers, hops forward, and the locker door swings open 
behind him, barely missing. He turns around as LUCAS, MARIO, 
and VALENTINA walk through.

LUCAS

Huh... so that's where that hallway led.

VALENTINA

Why did it lead back to the main hall?

THE JANITOR

(Interrupting)

So many questions... I wonder if we'll ever get answers.

The group freezes. 

MARIO

 Uh... I can explain.

Everyone looks at MARIO, then back to THE JANITOR.

THE JANITOR

Go on...

MARIO wraps his arm around THE JANITOR.

MARIO

 Mr. Janitor. Can I call you Janet?

THE JANITOR

Why would I ever be comfortable with you calling me Janet?

MARIO

(Ignoring the question)

As a trusted adult, you, better than anyone, know the state of this world 
and the struggles therein for people like me and my friends, here.

He turns and points to LUCAS. 
Blind. 

To VALENTINA.

Female. 

To himself.
Handsome.

He continues to walk forward with THE JANITOR.
Naturally, given our unchangeable, physical appearance, bullies 
tend to swarm us like flies on poo. They're drawn to us. Like a 
magnet, only they are the negative and we are the positive. We're 
drawn together by the law of attraction.

He pauses for a beat.
Do you know what sticks to magnets more than anything, janitor?

He smacks the open locker door closed.
Metal. Cold, hard metal.

He releases and walks away. 
And that's all there is to it! We got shoved in a locker by the bully 
named Bobbert, and now, no thanks to your 'watchful and 
trusted' adult eyes, we have finally escaped his metallic grasp.

THE JANITOR

Uh huh...

He looks at LUCAS.
So what does any of that have to do with a hallway?

LUCAS gulps.
VALENTINA

We were just using our imagination.

LUCAS

Exactly!

MARIO

I mean... what else would we do with all that time on our hands?

THE JANITOR

Mhm.

He pulls out a metal key, unlocks the locker, and opens it to 
reveal the very obvious hall that leads to the underground 
lab.

So, how do you explain that?

The group looks. 
LUCAS

Uh... active imagination?

THE JANITOR closes the door. 

THE JANITOR

Here's what I think happened. I think you all found your way into 
Professor Quantum's lab where you found a robot that can 
potentially manipulate the spacetime continuum and now you're 
trying to cover it up.

They pause, shocked. 

VALENTINA

That's... actually exactly what happened.

LUCAS

How did you know?

THE JANITOR

Not everything here at Newton Middle School is as it seems.

He looks around.
It's also not so safe anymore, either. The 'trusted adult' in me 
would tell you to drop everything and leave, especially since some 
very obviously-evil Russian men just showed up...

LUCAS

Well, that would be the smart thing to do--

THE JANITOR

But...

LUCAS

Why but!?

THE JANITOR

That front entrance through the shed has been sealed since 
Professor Quantum disappeared. If it was open, that means it was 
just opened... and there was only ever three people alive who 

have the tools, codes, or keys needed to open it.

He pauses momentarily.
I'd see that as a sign that you're supposed to be here, wouldn't 
you?

LUCAS

I don't want to see it as anything.

MARIO

I'm surprised you see at all.

LUCAS 

(To MARIO)

Really?

THE JANITOR

It's no matter. I have to go.

He begins walking away, then pauses and turns to the kids 
one last time.

Talk to Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero. They will help you figure this out. 
Talk to no one else. Trust no one else, and don't forget! Seven 
dangerous men walk these halls...

LUCAS and VALENTINA look at MARIO.
 

VALENTINA

You just had to sing 'seven deadly men,' didn't you.

MARIO

I was feeling inspired!

THE JANITOR turns and hastily walks off.
The group stares after him, then look back to each other.

LUCAS

Well. No time like the present.

VALENTINA

I'm beginning to question the validity of that statement with 
every passing second.

MARIO

Past, present, seconds, or minutes... as long as we stick together, 
we'll be all right.

The group exits down the hall.
Once the group is gone, BOBBERT and his cronies step into 
view. Bobbert rubs his hands together in an evil fashion, 
smiling wickedly as he begins forming his plan.

BOBBERT

That robot will be mine...

The song, “Bobbert’s Song,” begins playing as Bobbert steps 
out from the shadows with his cronies, plotting his next 
move.

Performed by Bobbert and Bullies I, II, and III
Scene setup:
The song, “Bobbert’s Song,” begins playing as Bobbert steps out 
from the shadows with his cronies, plotting his next move.

Verse I 
BULLY I

What a world we live in when evil reigns supreme

If you look for an example than you’ll surely look for me,

I’m the nightmare in your hindsight; you’ll see me in your dreams

I’m so stinkin’ evil my Dad can’t stop these things!

BULLY II (spoken)
 Your dad came back?

BULLY I  (spoken)
 Shut up!

Chorus I 
(sung with sarcastic glee and a whimsical tone)

 ALL
 We’re the shadows that always follow,

 The voices that you hear—

BULLY III (spoken)
 And fear!

ALL
 But honestly, we’d rather be anywhere but here!

BOBBERT  (spoken)
 Like, maybe learning to slow dance in the moonlight

 As I’ve always dreamed.

(He notices the bullies. They look puzzled.)

BULLY III  (spoken)
 What are you talking about?

BOBBERT  (points to Bully II, nervously)
What is he talking about?

Verse II 
BULLY II  (sung, attempting to sound menacing but failing humorously)

 I’m the whisper in your ear so close you feel my breathing,
 The shadow in the corner that looks like Misses Freely,
 I’m feared by every one below the height of four feet and growing,
 And with that growth I could get a lot more stinkin’ scary!

BULLY I  (mockingly, spoken)
 You kiss your mother with that mouth?

BULLY II  (spoken)
 No! I have yet to kiss a woman.

Chorus II 
BULLY I

 We put the T in terror!

BULLY II
 The haunted into mansion!

BOBBERT
 Frankly, it’s exhausting how much that we got happenin’!

ALL
 Is it even possible to stop what we are plannin’!?

Verse IV 
BOBBERT (sung with a dark, calculating tone)

 But enough with the games, it’s time I confess,

 There’s a robot to steal, but I would have had less.
 If I wasn’t forced to be super cool
 By joining my forces with these bullied fools.

BOBBERT (spoken)
 But no matter…

(sung)

 I will take that robot and make it my treasure!

 Rule this world fairly by uneven measure!

 Like good people, mistreat the others!

 Just like my rhyming my rule will be… bad!

(The bullies cheer cluelessly.)
 You morons have no clue. This is my path to glory.

BULLY III  (spoken)
 Uh, yeah! Glory! And, uh… maybe world domination?

BOBBERT (spoken)
 Just keep mindlessly following me, boys. I’ll think about the doing. 
Trust me.

Bridge 
ALL

 So let’s find that lab, grab what’s ours, and run,

 When we’ve got that bot, the fun will have just begun!

BOBBERT
 And the last thing that the blasted Valentina will think

 Is that she’d be so happy she got someone like me.

BULLY I  (spoken)
 Dude… you seriously gotta let that go.

BOBBERT  (spoken)
 Yeah, maybe you’re right.

(Pause.)

Chorus III 
ALL

 We’re the Bloody to the Mary

 The Grim to the Reaper

 Hopefully, we won’t be the Sauron to our wringer!

BOBBERT
 Let’s stay focused, particularly on me.

 I’m the lead, you’ll see this when those nerds bow down to me.

 I’ll steal that bot quite awesomely

 And finally show Valenti-ly that I am all powerful and manly…ly.

BULLY II  (spoken)
 Wow.

Outro
BOBBERT  (spoken)

 Prepare to be amazed!

 My destiny awaits!

(The bullies cheer mindlessly as Bobbert laughs maniacally.)

Your stage

SNAPSHOT: 
The kids team up with Ms. Krisek and search for clues 
in the library.

LOCATION: 
School library

SONGS: Ridiculous Investigation Methods

CHARACTERS ACTORS MICS

Lucas

 Valentina

Mario

Ms. Krisek

 Mr. Lambert

PROPS

LUCAS

Hello, Mr. Lambert. How are you this fine morning?

MR. LAMBERT

Hey, Lucas. I'm good. What are you guys doing here?

LUCAS

We came to talk to Ms. Krisek.

MR. LAMBERT

You too, huh?

They all pause, confused.

LUCAS

What do you mean?

MR. LAMBERT shifts uncomfortably. 

MR. LAMBERT

Uh, nothing really. I was just saying, you know? Just making short 
talk.

MARIO

About Ms. Krisek?

MR. LAMBERT

I was just saying I get what you mean by wanting to talk to Ms. 
Krisek, that's all.

VALENTINA

Yeah? How so?

MR. LAMBERT

Well, I mean, who wouldn't want to make conversation with her... 
you know?

MR. LAMBERT laughs nervously. The kids look at each 
other.

MARIO

Trust me, brother. I understand why you want to.

MR. LAMBERT

Want to what?

MARIO

Make conversation with Ms. Krisek.

MR. LAMBERT

Sure, but. Like. Who has time for that, right?

The group looks at each other mischievously, then back to 
MR. LAMBERT.

LUCAS

Are you afraid to talk to Ms. Krisek, Mr. Lambert?

MR. LAMBERT

What!? No! Why would I be afraid of talking to Ms. Krisek?

VALENTINA

Because she's pretty.

MR. LAMBERT

And!?

LUCAS

You're also getting really nervous.

MARIO

And sweaty.

MR. LAMBERT

Why are you guys grilling me for this!?

VALENTINA, LUCAS, & MARIO

Because you brought it up!

MR. LAMBERT

(Loud)

And!? So what if I find Ms. Krisek attractive!?

The entire library goes silent... again.

VALENTINA

Wow.

MR. LAMBERT

Just, go talk to her over there, please...

The group awkwardly walks away as MR. LAMBERT shame-
fully hides his face.

MARIO

That was incredible.

LUCAS

Masterful.

They fist bump as VALENTINA walks up to MS. KRISEK.

VALENTINA

Hello, Ms. Krisek!

MS. KRISEK

 Hey, Valentina... and group.

 She looks at MR. LAMBERT, then back to the kids.
(Under breath)

What was that all about?

LUCAS

No idea.

VALENTINA

Really wish I could say, Ms. K.

MARIO

Mr. Lambert has the hots for you.

MS. KRISEK

Oh, yeah. That's nothing new. So, what brings you here?

They look around at each other, then lean in, inviting MS. 
KRISEK to do the same. She does.

LUCAS

There's no easy way to put this Ms. K, so we're just gonna say it.

VALENTINA

We know about you, Mr. Zero, and some guy named Professor 
Quantum. We've seen the lab.

MS. KRISEK's eyes widen.
We're also aware of that random janitor that has a key to the 
locker exit slash entrance.

MS. KRISEK

Random janitor? What random janitor?

LUCAS

We have no idea either, honestly.

MS. KRISEK

No matter. How did you find out about this?

MARIO

Bobbert trapped us in the shed entrance outside the school.

MS. KRISEK

The shed was unlocked?

They all nod. MS. KRISEK looks off.
I didn't unlock it... perhaps Zero?

She looks back.
Before Quentin-- sorry, Professor Quantum left, he told me that 
he would explain everything one day. He couldn't explain 
everything that second, but he told me that, 'the answers would 
begin at the books, but not without him.'

She looks off again and worriedly paces.
Ten years have passed and I still haven't figured out what he 
meant...

VALENTINA

When you say books do you mean library books?

LUCAS

And by 'him' do you mean Professor Quantum?

MS. KRISEK looks back. 
MS. KRISEK

(To VALENTINA)

Maybe... but I've spent hours with every quantum mechanics text 
and haven't found a single answer or clue. Mr. Zero couldn't hack 
it, either.

She looks at LUCAS.
And Lucas, no. Though he said, 'Not without him,' I don't know 
who he is. I thought it was him at first but... how can it be him since 
he never came back?

VALENTINA

If you don't mind, Ms. Krisek, we'd love to help. Maybe some fresh 
perspective might make a difference?

She considers it. 
MS. KRISEK

Hm. Why not? Any problem worth solving takes a sophisticated 
village, after all.

LUCAS

I couldn't agree more. So, what are we looking for?

MS. KRISEK

I always thought what he said about the books was a means to 
understand his mind. So, I started where he did... but. I'm a 
robotics engineer. Physics is like Greek to me.

VALENTINA

So you were trying to understand quantum mechanics in order to 
start the B.I.G?

MS. KRISEK looks at VALENTINA,confused.

MS. KRISEK

The what?

VALENTINA

The Notorious B.I.G. Biggie for short.

MS. KRISEK is still lost.
The robot...

MS. KRISEK

Oh! You mean the All-Powerful Bender-Bot876005, Working 
Title?

VALENTINA

Yes, that mess.

MS. KRISEK
Huh... well, I love me some Biggie just as much as the next. Let's go 
with it.

LUCAS

Wait, why were you trying to start Biggie?

MS. KRISEK

I thought if I could start him, then I could find and save Professor 
Quantum... but I couldn't make Biggie budge.

VALENTINA

And Mr. Zero couldn't hack it, either...

MS. KRISEK

Literally. He's a computer scientist, and despite him designing the 
software to make Biggie run, Professor Quantum firewall'ed it 
before he disappeared. We tried hacking it as our last resort... we 
came up with nothing. Turns out Professor Quantum is quite the 
stickler for his computer safety.

LUCAS

(To VALENTINA)

I think that's enough to start.

VALENTINA

Agreed.

MARIO

And while they're doing that, Ms. Krisek, you and I have some 
unconventional investigation methods to conduct.

MS. KRISEK

What? Why? Such as?

MARIO

Investigating the library is good and all, but the moment Mr. 
Lambert catches wind, and he will, he's going to cause some 
problems. We need to do this quietly. So, me and you will go over 
to Mr. Lambert and distract him, while Lucas and Valentina 
investigate.

MS. KRISEK

What makes you think Mr. Lambert gives the slightest hoot about 
what we're up to?

MARIO points at MR. LAMBERT. 

MARIO

He hasn't stopped staring at you since we walked in.

She looks over MARIO and realizes that he's right.

MS. KRISEK

Point taken...

She looks back.
Okay, so... what's the plan?

MARIO

Easy. Ms. Krisek will flirt with Mr. Lambert and I'll tell him what to 
say to flirt back.

VALENTINA

That's ridiculous!

MARIO

I know. That's the point. Hear me out! He'll be too distracted 
between the two of us to even notice you guys!

LUCAS

I see his point.

MARIO

Exactly! It's smart, just a different type of smart. Where you guys 
had the books, I had the streets. Together, we're the best of both 
worlds.

MS. KRISEK

I hate to say it, but I think Mario is right.

VALENTINA

Yeah... me too.

MARIO looks up at MS. KRISEK and reaches for her flirta-
tiously.

MARIO

I may not get quantum physics, but I do understand women.

MS. KRISEK 

Drop it or lose it.

He drops his hand quickly and nervously.

MARIO

Sorry.

LUCAS and VALENTINA look at each other, then back to 
MS. KRISEK.

VALENTINA

If you think it'll work, Ms. Krisek, then we'll do it. We trust you.

MS. KRISEK

Then why waste time? Let's do this.

The team breaks into groups of two. LUCAS and VALENTI-
NA go to the wall of books as MARIO and MS. KRISEK get 
closer to MR. LAMBERT.

MARIO

(To MS. KRISEK, quietly)

All right, let me go talk to him first. Then, after about five seconds, 
you come over and start flirting with him. Make him as nervous as 
possible.

MS. KRISEK

 Are men really this simple?

MARIO

(Walking over to MR. LAMBERT) 

Uh, yeah. Of course we are.

MARIO returns to MR. LAMBERT.
Lambo! My man!

MR. LAMBERT

Mario...

MARIO

(Abruptly)

Stop talking. I told Ms. Krisek that you liked her for her stellar 
personality and her even more stellar looks. I also mentioned you 
want to take her out to dinner tonight at Vendor's Tonics and 
Grill. If she's interested, she'll come over.

MS. KRISEK begins walking over flirtatiously. MARIO 
doesn't turn around.

(Sarcastic)

Oh, what a surprise, she's coming over.

MR. LAMBERT

What!? Me!? Why!? This is all so sudden!

MARIO

I guess you're just all that and a bag of chips.

He turns away.
Anyway, good luuuck!

MR. LAMBERT

Wait! What do I say to her!?

MARIO

 You want some help?

MR. LAMBERT

Yes!

MARIO

If you insist!

MARIO 'sneaks' around MS. KRISEK and goes behind MR. 
LAMBERT's desk. MS. KRISEK arrives.

Pretend I'm not here!

MR. LAMBERT

How am I supposed to-- 

MS. KRISEK

Hey there, stud.

MR. LAMBERT gulps.

Interpretada por Lucas, Valentina, Srta. Krisek, Mario, 
Sr. Lambert y Ensemble

Preparación de la escena:
La canción “Métodos de Investigación Ridículos” comienza 
mientras el caos se desata. Los personajes señalan 
continuamente lo ridícula que es la situación, comparándola con 
otros métodos de investigación aún más absurdos. El escenario 
es la biblioteca. Con el paso del tiempo, los personajes pasan de 
cantar a hablar, mientras la música continúa de fondo.
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IVAN

 The moment to strike is upon us, comrades.

COMRADE I

Yes, comrade. Our ten years of waiting have finally paid off.

IVAN

Despite Professor Quantum's best efforts to stop us from 
attaining his All-Powerful Bender-Bot876005, Working Title, he 
has failed.

COMRADE II

Indeed, comrade. 

IVAN

Thank you, comrade.

COMRADE I

You're welcome, comrade.

IVAN

Not you, Comrade One. I was talking to Comrade Two.

COMRADE III

My apologies, comrade Ivan.

IVAN

Comrade Three, why would I be talking to you?

COMRADE I

Me, comrade?

IVAN

No, Comrade Four! I'm talking to--. Forget it! Let's just get to 
work.

He turns and looks forward.
Thanks to the random power surge from the All-Powerful 
Bender-Bot876005, Working Title, we know it's exact location... 
which should be here.

He looks around.
But to my best knowledge, this appears to be your every-day 
middle school hallway.

COMRADE V

Maybe it's underground, comrade?

IVAN

Excellent thinking, Comrade Five!

Comrade One, pull out the shovel!

COMRADE I

But comrade... what about this janitor that has overheard our 
entire conversation?

IVAN looks at THE JANITOR that COMRADE I is pointing 
at. He walks over ominously, reaching into his jacket.

IVAN

You there... American janitor.

He switches over to an American accent, pulling out a card 
and handing it to the janitor with a polite tone.

I'm here on behalf of the American Janitor Association. Would 
you mind coming with me so we can discuss your performance?

THE JANITOR says nothing. Instead, he blankly looks up. 
IVAN waves his hand in front of THE JANITOR's face 
slowly.

Hello? American janitor?

Nothing again. 
COMRADE II

 Maybe he doesn't speak English?

IVAN

He's American. That's all he speaks.

COMRADE II

I'm just saying. It may be worthwhile to consider a language 
barrier.

IVAN

And what other_ language might he speak, comrade?

They go silent for a second.

COMRADE III

... Russian?

IVAN

 Oh, for Gorbachev's sake!

He switches back to his Russian accent, grabs THE JANI-
TOR, and shakes him vigorously.

Do you understand what I'm saying!?

THE JANITOR doesn't reply. IVAN releases.
Hm. I do not believe this man is present. As the Americans say, the 
house has lights yet no one is turning them on.

COMRADE III

Many-a-luxury for the capitalist who owns a home.

They laugh, Russian-ly. 

IVAN

All right. Let us dig. Without an authority figure in sight, this 
should be fairly easy.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL walks up to the men with the new 
student, LUCIA, beside him.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Hello, gentleman. I'm Principal Howel, the authority figure on 
sight. Can I help you?

They all freeze, COMRADE I holding his digging pose. IVAN 
calmly smiles and steps forward.

IVAN

(In a perfect American accent)

Hello, Principal Howel. My name is... Craig. We're here on behalf 
of the American Janitor Association to do our routine checkup on 
your establishment.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL nods, suspicious. 

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Huh... I don't recall setting up an appointment or the American 
Janitor Association being a thing. Nonetheless, why don't you join 
me and Lucia on our tour around the building? I'd be happy to 
assist you in your janitorial efforts.

He pauses, looks at COMRADE I, then the shovel, then 
back to IVAN.

What's with the shovel?

IVAN

Uh... it is for tough stains.

COMRADE I vigorously scrapes the shovels tip on the tile 
floor with a large, forced smile.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Huh... you learn something new everyday.

(To IVAN)

Where to first?

IVAN

The room that holds all your electricity would be a good place to 
start.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Right this way.

The Russians all leave with PRINCIPAL HOWEL and LUCIA. 
As the last one exits, THE JANITOR slowly 'gains' awareness 
and looks after them, suspicious, concerned, and alert.
Suddenly, the locker behind THE JANITOR budges. He 

remembers, hops forward, and the locker door swings open 
behind him, barely missing. He turns around as LUCAS, MARIO, 
and VALENTINA walk through.

LUCAS

Huh... so that's where that hallway led.

VALENTINA

Why did it lead back to the main hall?

THE JANITOR

(Interrupting)

So many questions... I wonder if we'll ever get answers.

The group freezes. 

MARIO

 Uh... I can explain.

Everyone looks at MARIO, then back to THE JANITOR.

THE JANITOR

Go on...

MARIO wraps his arm around THE JANITOR.

MARIO

 Mr. Janitor. Can I call you Janet?

THE JANITOR

Why would I ever be comfortable with you calling me Janet?

MARIO

(Ignoring the question)

As a trusted adult, you, better than anyone, know the state of this world 
and the struggles therein for people like me and my friends, here.

He turns and points to LUCAS. 
Blind. 

To VALENTINA.

Female. 

To himself.
Handsome.

He continues to walk forward with THE JANITOR.
Naturally, given our unchangeable, physical appearance, bullies 
tend to swarm us like flies on poo. They're drawn to us. Like a 
magnet, only they are the negative and we are the positive. We're 
drawn together by the law of attraction.

He pauses for a beat.
Do you know what sticks to magnets more than anything, janitor?

He smacks the open locker door closed.
Metal. Cold, hard metal.

He releases and walks away. 
And that's all there is to it! We got shoved in a locker by the bully 
named Bobbert, and now, no thanks to your 'watchful and 
trusted' adult eyes, we have finally escaped his metallic grasp.

THE JANITOR

Uh huh...

He looks at LUCAS.
So what does any of that have to do with a hallway?

LUCAS gulps.
VALENTINA

We were just using our imagination.

LUCAS

Exactly!

MARIO

I mean... what else would we do with all that time on our hands?

THE JANITOR

Mhm.

He pulls out a metal key, unlocks the locker, and opens it to 
reveal the very obvious hall that leads to the underground 
lab.

So, how do you explain that?

The group looks. 
LUCAS

Uh... active imagination?

THE JANITOR closes the door. 

THE JANITOR

Here's what I think happened. I think you all found your way into 
Professor Quantum's lab where you found a robot that can 
potentially manipulate the spacetime continuum and now you're 
trying to cover it up.

They pause, shocked. 

VALENTINA

That's... actually exactly what happened.

LUCAS

How did you know?

THE JANITOR

Not everything here at Newton Middle School is as it seems.

He looks around.
It's also not so safe anymore, either. The 'trusted adult' in me 
would tell you to drop everything and leave, especially since some 
very obviously-evil Russian men just showed up...

LUCAS

Well, that would be the smart thing to do--

THE JANITOR

But...

LUCAS

Why but!?

THE JANITOR

That front entrance through the shed has been sealed since 
Professor Quantum disappeared. If it was open, that means it was 
just opened... and there was only ever three people alive who 

have the tools, codes, or keys needed to open it.

He pauses momentarily.
I'd see that as a sign that you're supposed to be here, wouldn't 
you?

LUCAS

I don't want to see it as anything.

MARIO

I'm surprised you see at all.

LUCAS 

(To MARIO)

Really?

THE JANITOR

It's no matter. I have to go.

He begins walking away, then pauses and turns to the kids 
one last time.

Talk to Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero. They will help you figure this out. 
Talk to no one else. Trust no one else, and don't forget! Seven 
dangerous men walk these halls...

LUCAS and VALENTINA look at MARIO.
 

VALENTINA

You just had to sing 'seven deadly men,' didn't you.

MARIO

I was feeling inspired!

THE JANITOR turns and hastily walks off.
The group stares after him, then look back to each other.

LUCAS

Well. No time like the present.

VALENTINA

I'm beginning to question the validity of that statement with 
every passing second.

MARIO

Past, present, seconds, or minutes... as long as we stick together, 
we'll be all right.

The group exits down the hall.
Once the group is gone, BOBBERT and his cronies step into 
view. Bobbert rubs his hands together in an evil fashion, 
smiling wickedly as he begins forming his plan.

BOBBERT

That robot will be mine...

The song, “Bobbert’s Song,” begins playing as Bobbert steps 
out from the shadows with his cronies, plotting his next 
move.

Performed by Bobbert and Bullies I, II, and III
Scene setup:
The song, “Bobbert’s Song,” begins playing as Bobbert steps out 
from the shadows with his cronies, plotting his next move.

Verse I 
BULLY I

What a world we live in when evil reigns supreme

If you look for an example than you’ll surely look for me,

I’m the nightmare in your hindsight; you’ll see me in your dreams

I’m so stinkin’ evil my Dad can’t stop these things!

BULLY II (spoken)
 Your dad came back?

BULLY I  (spoken)
 Shut up!

Chorus I 
(sung with sarcastic glee and a whimsical tone)

 ALL
 We’re the shadows that always follow,

 The voices that you hear—

BULLY III (spoken)
 And fear!

ALL
 But honestly, we’d rather be anywhere but here!

BOBBERT  (spoken)
 Like, maybe learning to slow dance in the moonlight

 As I’ve always dreamed.

(He notices the bullies. They look puzzled.)

BULLY III  (spoken)
 What are you talking about?

BOBBERT  (points to Bully II, nervously)
What is he talking about?

Verse II 
BULLY II  (sung, attempting to sound menacing but failing humorously)

 I’m the whisper in your ear so close you feel my breathing,
 The shadow in the corner that looks like Misses Freely,
 I’m feared by every one below the height of four feet and growing,
 And with that growth I could get a lot more stinkin’ scary!

BULLY I  (mockingly, spoken)
 You kiss your mother with that mouth?

BULLY II  (spoken)
 No! I have yet to kiss a woman.

Chorus II 
BULLY I

 We put the T in terror!

BULLY II
 The haunted into mansion!

BOBBERT
 Frankly, it’s exhausting how much that we got happenin’!

ALL
 Is it even possible to stop what we are plannin’!?

Verse IV 
BOBBERT (sung with a dark, calculating tone)

 But enough with the games, it’s time I confess,

 There’s a robot to steal, but I would have had less.
 If I wasn’t forced to be super cool
 By joining my forces with these bullied fools.

BOBBERT (spoken)
 But no matter…

(sung)

 I will take that robot and make it my treasure!

 Rule this world fairly by uneven measure!

 Like good people, mistreat the others!

 Just like my rhyming my rule will be… bad!

(The bullies cheer cluelessly.)
 You morons have no clue. This is my path to glory.

BULLY III  (spoken)
 Uh, yeah! Glory! And, uh… maybe world domination?

BOBBERT (spoken)
 Just keep mindlessly following me, boys. I’ll think about the doing. 
Trust me.

Bridge 
ALL

 So let’s find that lab, grab what’s ours, and run,

 When we’ve got that bot, the fun will have just begun!

BOBBERT
 And the last thing that the blasted Valentina will think

 Is that she’d be so happy she got someone like me.

BULLY I  (spoken)
 Dude… you seriously gotta let that go.

BOBBERT  (spoken)
 Yeah, maybe you’re right.

(Pause.)

Chorus III 
ALL

 We’re the Bloody to the Mary

 The Grim to the Reaper

 Hopefully, we won’t be the Sauron to our wringer!

BOBBERT
 Let’s stay focused, particularly on me.

 I’m the lead, you’ll see this when those nerds bow down to me.

 I’ll steal that bot quite awesomely

 And finally show Valenti-ly that I am all powerful and manly…ly.

BULLY II  (spoken)
 Wow.

Outro
BOBBERT  (spoken)

 Prepare to be amazed!

 My destiny awaits!

(The bullies cheer mindlessly as Bobbert laughs maniacally.)

LUCAS

Hello, Mr. Lambert. How are you this fine morning?

MR. LAMBERT

Hey, Lucas. I'm good. What are you guys doing here?

LUCAS

We came to talk to Ms. Krisek.

MR. LAMBERT

You too, huh?

They all pause, confused.

LUCAS

What do you mean?

MR. LAMBERT shifts uncomfortably. 

MR. LAMBERT

Uh, nothing really. I was just saying, you know? Just making short 
talk.

MARIO

About Ms. Krisek?

MR. LAMBERT

I was just saying I get what you mean by wanting to talk to Ms. 
Krisek, that's all.

VALENTINA

Yeah? How so?

MR. LAMBERT

Well, I mean, who wouldn't want to make conversation with her... 
you know?

MR. LAMBERT laughs nervously. The kids look at each 
other.

MARIO

Trust me, brother. I understand why you want to.

MR. LAMBERT

Want to what?

MARIO

Make conversation with Ms. Krisek.

MR. LAMBERT

Sure, but. Like. Who has time for that, right?

The group looks at each other mischievously, then back to 
MR. LAMBERT.

LUCAS

Are you afraid to talk to Ms. Krisek, Mr. Lambert?

MR. LAMBERT

What!? No! Why would I be afraid of talking to Ms. Krisek?

VALENTINA

Because she's pretty.

MR. LAMBERT

And!?

LUCAS

You're also getting really nervous.

MARIO

And sweaty.

MR. LAMBERT

Why are you guys grilling me for this!?

VALENTINA, LUCAS, & MARIO

Because you brought it up!

MR. LAMBERT

(Loud)

And!? So what if I find Ms. Krisek attractive!?

The entire library goes silent... again.

VALENTINA

Wow.

MR. LAMBERT

Just, go talk to her over there, please...

The group awkwardly walks away as MR. LAMBERT shame-
fully hides his face.

MARIO

That was incredible.

LUCAS

Masterful.

They fist bump as VALENTINA walks up to MS. KRISEK.

VALENTINA

Hello, Ms. Krisek!

MS. KRISEK

 Hey, Valentina... and group.

 She looks at MR. LAMBERT, then back to the kids.
(Under breath)

What was that all about?

LUCAS

No idea.

VALENTINA

Really wish I could say, Ms. K.

MARIO

Mr. Lambert has the hots for you.

MS. KRISEK

Oh, yeah. That's nothing new. So, what brings you here?

They look around at each other, then lean in, inviting MS. 
KRISEK to do the same. She does.

LUCAS

There's no easy way to put this Ms. K, so we're just gonna say it.

VALENTINA

We know about you, Mr. Zero, and some guy named Professor 
Quantum. We've seen the lab.

MS. KRISEK's eyes widen.
We're also aware of that random janitor that has a key to the 
locker exit slash entrance.

MS. KRISEK

Random janitor? What random janitor?

LUCAS

We have no idea either, honestly.

MS. KRISEK

No matter. How did you find out about this?

MARIO

Bobbert trapped us in the shed entrance outside the school.

MS. KRISEK

The shed was unlocked?

They all nod. MS. KRISEK looks off.
I didn't unlock it... perhaps Zero?

She looks back.
Before Quentin-- sorry, Professor Quantum left, he told me that 
he would explain everything one day. He couldn't explain 
everything that second, but he told me that, 'the answers would 
begin at the books, but not without him.'

She looks off again and worriedly paces.
Ten years have passed and I still haven't figured out what he 
meant...

VALENTINA

When you say books do you mean library books?

LUCAS

And by 'him' do you mean Professor Quantum?

MS. KRISEK looks back. 
MS. KRISEK

(To VALENTINA)

Maybe... but I've spent hours with every quantum mechanics text 
and haven't found a single answer or clue. Mr. Zero couldn't hack 
it, either.

She looks at LUCAS.
And Lucas, no. Though he said, 'Not without him,' I don't know 
who he is. I thought it was him at first but... how can it be him since 
he never came back?

VALENTINA

If you don't mind, Ms. Krisek, we'd love to help. Maybe some fresh 
perspective might make a difference?

She considers it. 
MS. KRISEK

Hm. Why not? Any problem worth solving takes a sophisticated 
village, after all.

LUCAS

I couldn't agree more. So, what are we looking for?

MS. KRISEK

I always thought what he said about the books was a means to 
understand his mind. So, I started where he did... but. I'm a 
robotics engineer. Physics is like Greek to me.

VALENTINA

So you were trying to understand quantum mechanics in order to 
start the B.I.G?

MS. KRISEK looks at VALENTINA,confused.

MS. KRISEK

The what?

VALENTINA

The Notorious B.I.G. Biggie for short.

MS. KRISEK is still lost.
The robot...

MS. KRISEK

Oh! You mean the All-Powerful Bender-Bot876005, Working 
Title?

VALENTINA

Yes, that mess.

MS. KRISEK
Huh... well, I love me some Biggie just as much as the next. Let's go 
with it.

LUCAS

Wait, why were you trying to start Biggie?

MS. KRISEK

I thought if I could start him, then I could find and save Professor 
Quantum... but I couldn't make Biggie budge.

VALENTINA

And Mr. Zero couldn't hack it, either...

MS. KRISEK

Literally. He's a computer scientist, and despite him designing the 
software to make Biggie run, Professor Quantum firewall'ed it 
before he disappeared. We tried hacking it as our last resort... we 
came up with nothing. Turns out Professor Quantum is quite the 
stickler for his computer safety.

LUCAS

(To VALENTINA)

I think that's enough to start.

VALENTINA

Agreed.

MARIO

And while they're doing that, Ms. Krisek, you and I have some 
unconventional investigation methods to conduct.

MS. KRISEK

What? Why? Such as?

MARIO

Investigating the library is good and all, but the moment Mr. 
Lambert catches wind, and he will, he's going to cause some 
problems. We need to do this quietly. So, me and you will go over 
to Mr. Lambert and distract him, while Lucas and Valentina 
investigate.

MS. KRISEK

What makes you think Mr. Lambert gives the slightest hoot about 
what we're up to?

MARIO points at MR. LAMBERT. 

MARIO

He hasn't stopped staring at you since we walked in.

She looks over MARIO and realizes that he's right.

MS. KRISEK

Point taken...

She looks back.
Okay, so... what's the plan?

MARIO

Easy. Ms. Krisek will flirt with Mr. Lambert and I'll tell him what to 
say to flirt back.

VALENTINA

That's ridiculous!

MARIO

I know. That's the point. Hear me out! He'll be too distracted 
between the two of us to even notice you guys!

LUCAS

I see his point.

MARIO

Exactly! It's smart, just a different type of smart. Where you guys 
had the books, I had the streets. Together, we're the best of both 
worlds.

MS. KRISEK

I hate to say it, but I think Mario is right.

VALENTINA

Yeah... me too.

MARIO looks up at MS. KRISEK and reaches for her flirta-
tiously.

MARIO

I may not get quantum physics, but I do understand women.

MS. KRISEK 

Drop it or lose it.

He drops his hand quickly and nervously.

MARIO

Sorry.

LUCAS and VALENTINA look at each other, then back to 
MS. KRISEK.

VALENTINA

If you think it'll work, Ms. Krisek, then we'll do it. We trust you.

MS. KRISEK

Then why waste time? Let's do this.

The team breaks into groups of two. LUCAS and VALENTI-
NA go to the wall of books as MARIO and MS. KRISEK get 
closer to MR. LAMBERT.

MARIO

(To MS. KRISEK, quietly)

All right, let me go talk to him first. Then, after about five seconds, 
you come over and start flirting with him. Make him as nervous as 
possible.

MS. KRISEK

 Are men really this simple?

MARIO

(Walking over to MR. LAMBERT) 

Uh, yeah. Of course we are.

MARIO returns to MR. LAMBERT.
Lambo! My man!

MR. LAMBERT

Mario...

MARIO

(Abruptly)

Stop talking. I told Ms. Krisek that you liked her for her stellar 
personality and her even more stellar looks. I also mentioned you 
want to take her out to dinner tonight at Vendor's Tonics and 
Grill. If she's interested, she'll come over.

MS. KRISEK begins walking over flirtatiously. MARIO 
doesn't turn around.

(Sarcastic)

Oh, what a surprise, she's coming over.

MR. LAMBERT

What!? Me!? Why!? This is all so sudden!

MARIO

I guess you're just all that and a bag of chips.

He turns away.
Anyway, good luuuck!

MR. LAMBERT

Wait! What do I say to her!?

MARIO

 You want some help?

MR. LAMBERT

Yes!

MARIO

If you insist!

MARIO 'sneaks' around MS. KRISEK and goes behind MR. 
LAMBERT's desk. MS. KRISEK arrives.

Pretend I'm not here!

MR. LAMBERT

How am I supposed to-- 

MS. KRISEK

Hey there, stud.

MR. LAMBERT gulps.

Interpretada por Lucas, Valentina, Srta. Krisek, Mario, 
Sr. Lambert y Ensemble

Preparación de la escena:
La canción “Métodos de Investigación Ridículos” comienza 
mientras el caos se desata. Los personajes señalan 
continuamente lo ridícula que es la situación, comparándola con 
otros métodos de investigación aún más absurdos. El escenario 
es la biblioteca. Con el paso del tiempo, los personajes pasan de 
cantar a hablar, mientras la música continúa de fondo.

The three enter the library to see Ms. Krisek and her other kids walking around, selecting their texts. 
LUCAS, VALENTINA, and MARIO approach the librarian, MR. LAMBERT, behind the front desk.
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IVAN

 The moment to strike is upon us, comrades.

COMRADE I

Yes, comrade. Our ten years of waiting have finally paid off.

IVAN

Despite Professor Quantum's best efforts to stop us from 
attaining his All-Powerful Bender-Bot876005, Working Title, he 
has failed.

COMRADE II

Indeed, comrade. 

IVAN

Thank you, comrade.

COMRADE I

You're welcome, comrade.

IVAN

Not you, Comrade One. I was talking to Comrade Two.

COMRADE III

My apologies, comrade Ivan.

IVAN

Comrade Three, why would I be talking to you?

COMRADE I

Me, comrade?

IVAN

No, Comrade Four! I'm talking to--. Forget it! Let's just get to 
work.

He turns and looks forward.
Thanks to the random power surge from the All-Powerful 
Bender-Bot876005, Working Title, we know it's exact location... 
which should be here.

He looks around.
But to my best knowledge, this appears to be your every-day 
middle school hallway.

COMRADE V

Maybe it's underground, comrade?

IVAN

Excellent thinking, Comrade Five!

Comrade One, pull out the shovel!

COMRADE I

But comrade... what about this janitor that has overheard our 
entire conversation?

IVAN looks at THE JANITOR that COMRADE I is pointing 
at. He walks over ominously, reaching into his jacket.

IVAN

You there... American janitor.

He switches over to an American accent, pulling out a card 
and handing it to the janitor with a polite tone.

I'm here on behalf of the American Janitor Association. Would 
you mind coming with me so we can discuss your performance?

THE JANITOR says nothing. Instead, he blankly looks up. 
IVAN waves his hand in front of THE JANITOR's face 
slowly.

Hello? American janitor?

Nothing again. 
COMRADE II

 Maybe he doesn't speak English?

IVAN

He's American. That's all he speaks.

COMRADE II

I'm just saying. It may be worthwhile to consider a language 
barrier.

IVAN

And what other_ language might he speak, comrade?

They go silent for a second.

COMRADE III

... Russian?

IVAN

 Oh, for Gorbachev's sake!

He switches back to his Russian accent, grabs THE JANI-
TOR, and shakes him vigorously.

Do you understand what I'm saying!?

THE JANITOR doesn't reply. IVAN releases.
Hm. I do not believe this man is present. As the Americans say, the 
house has lights yet no one is turning them on.

COMRADE III

Many-a-luxury for the capitalist who owns a home.

They laugh, Russian-ly. 

IVAN

All right. Let us dig. Without an authority figure in sight, this 
should be fairly easy.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL walks up to the men with the new 
student, LUCIA, beside him.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Hello, gentleman. I'm Principal Howel, the authority figure on 
sight. Can I help you?

They all freeze, COMRADE I holding his digging pose. IVAN 
calmly smiles and steps forward.

IVAN

(In a perfect American accent)

Hello, Principal Howel. My name is... Craig. We're here on behalf 
of the American Janitor Association to do our routine checkup on 
your establishment.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL nods, suspicious. 

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Huh... I don't recall setting up an appointment or the American 
Janitor Association being a thing. Nonetheless, why don't you join 
me and Lucia on our tour around the building? I'd be happy to 
assist you in your janitorial efforts.

He pauses, looks at COMRADE I, then the shovel, then 
back to IVAN.

What's with the shovel?

IVAN

Uh... it is for tough stains.

COMRADE I vigorously scrapes the shovels tip on the tile 
floor with a large, forced smile.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Huh... you learn something new everyday.

(To IVAN)

Where to first?

IVAN

The room that holds all your electricity would be a good place to 
start.

PRINCIPAL HOWEL

Right this way.

The Russians all leave with PRINCIPAL HOWEL and LUCIA. 
As the last one exits, THE JANITOR slowly 'gains' awareness 
and looks after them, suspicious, concerned, and alert.
Suddenly, the locker behind THE JANITOR budges. He 

remembers, hops forward, and the locker door swings open 
behind him, barely missing. He turns around as LUCAS, MARIO, 
and VALENTINA walk through.

LUCAS

Huh... so that's where that hallway led.

VALENTINA

Why did it lead back to the main hall?

THE JANITOR

(Interrupting)

So many questions... I wonder if we'll ever get answers.

The group freezes. 

MARIO

 Uh... I can explain.

Everyone looks at MARIO, then back to THE JANITOR.

THE JANITOR

Go on...

MARIO wraps his arm around THE JANITOR.

MARIO

 Mr. Janitor. Can I call you Janet?

THE JANITOR

Why would I ever be comfortable with you calling me Janet?

MARIO

(Ignoring the question)

As a trusted adult, you, better than anyone, know the state of this world 
and the struggles therein for people like me and my friends, here.

He turns and points to LUCAS. 
Blind. 

To VALENTINA.

Female. 

To himself.
Handsome.

He continues to walk forward with THE JANITOR.
Naturally, given our unchangeable, physical appearance, bullies 
tend to swarm us like flies on poo. They're drawn to us. Like a 
magnet, only they are the negative and we are the positive. We're 
drawn together by the law of attraction.

He pauses for a beat.
Do you know what sticks to magnets more than anything, janitor?

He smacks the open locker door closed.
Metal. Cold, hard metal.

He releases and walks away. 
And that's all there is to it! We got shoved in a locker by the bully 
named Bobbert, and now, no thanks to your 'watchful and 
trusted' adult eyes, we have finally escaped his metallic grasp.

THE JANITOR

Uh huh...

He looks at LUCAS.
So what does any of that have to do with a hallway?

LUCAS gulps.
VALENTINA

We were just using our imagination.

LUCAS

Exactly!

MARIO

I mean... what else would we do with all that time on our hands?

THE JANITOR

Mhm.

He pulls out a metal key, unlocks the locker, and opens it to 
reveal the very obvious hall that leads to the underground 
lab.

So, how do you explain that?

The group looks. 
LUCAS

Uh... active imagination?

THE JANITOR closes the door. 

THE JANITOR

Here's what I think happened. I think you all found your way into 
Professor Quantum's lab where you found a robot that can 
potentially manipulate the spacetime continuum and now you're 
trying to cover it up.

They pause, shocked. 

VALENTINA

That's... actually exactly what happened.

LUCAS

How did you know?

THE JANITOR

Not everything here at Newton Middle School is as it seems.

He looks around.
It's also not so safe anymore, either. The 'trusted adult' in me 
would tell you to drop everything and leave, especially since some 
very obviously-evil Russian men just showed up...

LUCAS

Well, that would be the smart thing to do--

THE JANITOR

But...

LUCAS

Why but!?

THE JANITOR

That front entrance through the shed has been sealed since 
Professor Quantum disappeared. If it was open, that means it was 
just opened... and there was only ever three people alive who 

have the tools, codes, or keys needed to open it.

He pauses momentarily.
I'd see that as a sign that you're supposed to be here, wouldn't 
you?

LUCAS

I don't want to see it as anything.

MARIO

I'm surprised you see at all.

LUCAS 

(To MARIO)

Really?

THE JANITOR

It's no matter. I have to go.

He begins walking away, then pauses and turns to the kids 
one last time.

Talk to Ms. Krisek and Mr. Zero. They will help you figure this out. 
Talk to no one else. Trust no one else, and don't forget! Seven 
dangerous men walk these halls...

LUCAS and VALENTINA look at MARIO.
 

VALENTINA

You just had to sing 'seven deadly men,' didn't you.

MARIO

I was feeling inspired!

THE JANITOR turns and hastily walks off.
The group stares after him, then look back to each other.

LUCAS

Well. No time like the present.

VALENTINA

I'm beginning to question the validity of that statement with 
every passing second.

MARIO

Past, present, seconds, or minutes... as long as we stick together, 
we'll be all right.

The group exits down the hall.
Once the group is gone, BOBBERT and his cronies step into 
view. Bobbert rubs his hands together in an evil fashion, 
smiling wickedly as he begins forming his plan.

BOBBERT

That robot will be mine...

The song, “Bobbert’s Song,” begins playing as Bobbert steps 
out from the shadows with his cronies, plotting his next 
move.

Performed by Bobbert and Bullies I, II, and III
Scene setup:
The song, “Bobbert’s Song,” begins playing as Bobbert steps out 
from the shadows with his cronies, plotting his next move.

Verse I 
BULLY I

What a world we live in when evil reigns supreme

If you look for an example than you’ll surely look for me,

I’m the nightmare in your hindsight; you’ll see me in your dreams

I’m so stinkin’ evil my Dad can’t stop these things!

BULLY II (spoken)
 Your dad came back?

BULLY I  (spoken)
 Shut up!

Chorus I 
(sung with sarcastic glee and a whimsical tone)

 ALL
 We’re the shadows that always follow,

 The voices that you hear—

BULLY III (spoken)
 And fear!

ALL
 But honestly, we’d rather be anywhere but here!

BOBBERT  (spoken)
 Like, maybe learning to slow dance in the moonlight

 As I’ve always dreamed.

(He notices the bullies. They look puzzled.)

BULLY III  (spoken)
 What are you talking about?

BOBBERT  (points to Bully II, nervously)
What is he talking about?

Verse II 
BULLY II  (sung, attempting to sound menacing but failing humorously)

 I’m the whisper in your ear so close you feel my breathing,
 The shadow in the corner that looks like Misses Freely,
 I’m feared by every one below the height of four feet and growing,
 And with that growth I could get a lot more stinkin’ scary!

BULLY I  (mockingly, spoken)
 You kiss your mother with that mouth?

BULLY II  (spoken)
 No! I have yet to kiss a woman.

Chorus II 
BULLY I

 We put the T in terror!

BULLY II
 The haunted into mansion!

BOBBERT
 Frankly, it’s exhausting how much that we got happenin’!

ALL
 Is it even possible to stop what we are plannin’!?

Verse IV 
BOBBERT (sung with a dark, calculating tone)

 But enough with the games, it’s time I confess,

 There’s a robot to steal, but I would have had less.
 If I wasn’t forced to be super cool
 By joining my forces with these bullied fools.

BOBBERT (spoken)
 But no matter…

(sung)

 I will take that robot and make it my treasure!

 Rule this world fairly by uneven measure!

 Like good people, mistreat the others!

 Just like my rhyming my rule will be… bad!

(The bullies cheer cluelessly.)
 You morons have no clue. This is my path to glory.

BULLY III  (spoken)
 Uh, yeah! Glory! And, uh… maybe world domination?

BOBBERT (spoken)
 Just keep mindlessly following me, boys. I’ll think about the doing. 
Trust me.

Bridge 
ALL

 So let’s find that lab, grab what’s ours, and run,

 When we’ve got that bot, the fun will have just begun!

BOBBERT
 And the last thing that the blasted Valentina will think

 Is that she’d be so happy she got someone like me.

BULLY I  (spoken)
 Dude… you seriously gotta let that go.

BOBBERT  (spoken)
 Yeah, maybe you’re right.

(Pause.)

Chorus III 
ALL

 We’re the Bloody to the Mary

 The Grim to the Reaper

 Hopefully, we won’t be the Sauron to our wringer!

BOBBERT
 Let’s stay focused, particularly on me.

 I’m the lead, you’ll see this when those nerds bow down to me.

 I’ll steal that bot quite awesomely

 And finally show Valenti-ly that I am all powerful and manly…ly.

BULLY II  (spoken)
 Wow.

Outro
BOBBERT  (spoken)

 Prepare to be amazed!

 My destiny awaits!

(The bullies cheer mindlessly as Bobbert laughs maniacally.)

LUCAS

Hello, Mr. Lambert. How are you this fine morning?

MR. LAMBERT

Hey, Lucas. I'm good. What are you guys doing here?

LUCAS

We came to talk to Ms. Krisek.

MR. LAMBERT

You too, huh?

They all pause, confused.

LUCAS

What do you mean?

MR. LAMBERT shifts uncomfortably. 

MR. LAMBERT

Uh, nothing really. I was just saying, you know? Just making short 
talk.

MARIO

About Ms. Krisek?

MR. LAMBERT

I was just saying I get what you mean by wanting to talk to Ms. 
Krisek, that's all.

VALENTINA

Yeah? How so?

MR. LAMBERT

Well, I mean, who wouldn't want to make conversation with her... 
you know?

MR. LAMBERT laughs nervously. The kids look at each 
other.

MARIO

Trust me, brother. I understand why you want to.

MR. LAMBERT

Want to what?

MARIO

Make conversation with Ms. Krisek.

MR. LAMBERT

Sure, but. Like. Who has time for that, right?

The group looks at each other mischievously, then back to 
MR. LAMBERT.

LUCAS

Are you afraid to talk to Ms. Krisek, Mr. Lambert?

MR. LAMBERT

What!? No! Why would I be afraid of talking to Ms. Krisek?

VALENTINA

Because she's pretty.

MR. LAMBERT

And!?

LUCAS

You're also getting really nervous.

MARIO

And sweaty.

MR. LAMBERT

Why are you guys grilling me for this!?

VALENTINA, LUCAS, & MARIO

Because you brought it up!

MR. LAMBERT

(Loud)

And!? So what if I find Ms. Krisek attractive!?

The entire library goes silent... again.

VALENTINA

Wow.

MR. LAMBERT

Just, go talk to her over there, please...

The group awkwardly walks away as MR. LAMBERT shame-
fully hides his face.

MARIO

That was incredible.

LUCAS

Masterful.

They fist bump as VALENTINA walks up to MS. KRISEK.

VALENTINA

Hello, Ms. Krisek!

MS. KRISEK

 Hey, Valentina... and group.

 She looks at MR. LAMBERT, then back to the kids.
(Under breath)

What was that all about?

LUCAS

No idea.

VALENTINA

Really wish I could say, Ms. K.

MARIO

Mr. Lambert has the hots for you.

MS. KRISEK

Oh, yeah. That's nothing new. So, what brings you here?

They look around at each other, then lean in, inviting MS. 
KRISEK to do the same. She does.

LUCAS

There's no easy way to put this Ms. K, so we're just gonna say it.

VALENTINA

We know about you, Mr. Zero, and some guy named Professor 
Quantum. We've seen the lab.

MS. KRISEK's eyes widen.
We're also aware of that random janitor that has a key to the 
locker exit slash entrance.

MS. KRISEK

Random janitor? What random janitor?

LUCAS

We have no idea either, honestly.

MS. KRISEK

No matter. How did you find out about this?

MARIO

Bobbert trapped us in the shed entrance outside the school.

MS. KRISEK

The shed was unlocked?

They all nod. MS. KRISEK looks off.
I didn't unlock it... perhaps Zero?

She looks back.
Before Quentin-- sorry, Professor Quantum left, he told me that 
he would explain everything one day. He couldn't explain 
everything that second, but he told me that, 'the answers would 
begin at the books, but not without him.'

She looks off again and worriedly paces.
Ten years have passed and I still haven't figured out what he 
meant...

VALENTINA

When you say books do you mean library books?

LUCAS

And by 'him' do you mean Professor Quantum?

MS. KRISEK looks back. 
MS. KRISEK

(To VALENTINA)

Maybe... but I've spent hours with every quantum mechanics text 
and haven't found a single answer or clue. Mr. Zero couldn't hack 
it, either.

She looks at LUCAS.
And Lucas, no. Though he said, 'Not without him,' I don't know 
who he is. I thought it was him at first but... how can it be him since 
he never came back?

VALENTINA

If you don't mind, Ms. Krisek, we'd love to help. Maybe some fresh 
perspective might make a difference?

She considers it. 
MS. KRISEK

Hm. Why not? Any problem worth solving takes a sophisticated 
village, after all.

LUCAS

I couldn't agree more. So, what are we looking for?

MS. KRISEK

I always thought what he said about the books was a means to 
understand his mind. So, I started where he did... but. I'm a 
robotics engineer. Physics is like Greek to me.

VALENTINA

So you were trying to understand quantum mechanics in order to 
start the B.I.G?

MS. KRISEK looks at VALENTINA,confused.

MS. KRISEK

The what?

VALENTINA

The Notorious B.I.G. Biggie for short.

MS. KRISEK is still lost.
The robot...

MS. KRISEK

Oh! You mean the All-Powerful Bender-Bot876005, Working 
Title?

VALENTINA

Yes, that mess.

MS. KRISEK
Huh... well, I love me some Biggie just as much as the next. Let's go 
with it.

LUCAS

Wait, why were you trying to start Biggie?

MS. KRISEK

I thought if I could start him, then I could find and save Professor 
Quantum... but I couldn't make Biggie budge.

VALENTINA

And Mr. Zero couldn't hack it, either...

MS. KRISEK

Literally. He's a computer scientist, and despite him designing the 
software to make Biggie run, Professor Quantum firewall'ed it 
before he disappeared. We tried hacking it as our last resort... we 
came up with nothing. Turns out Professor Quantum is quite the 
stickler for his computer safety.

LUCAS

(To VALENTINA)

I think that's enough to start.

VALENTINA

Agreed.

MARIO

And while they're doing that, Ms. Krisek, you and I have some 
unconventional investigation methods to conduct.

MS. KRISEK

What? Why? Such as?

MARIO

Investigating the library is good and all, but the moment Mr. 
Lambert catches wind, and he will, he's going to cause some 
problems. We need to do this quietly. So, me and you will go over 
to Mr. Lambert and distract him, while Lucas and Valentina 
investigate.

MS. KRISEK

What makes you think Mr. Lambert gives the slightest hoot about 
what we're up to?

MARIO points at MR. LAMBERT. 

MARIO

He hasn't stopped staring at you since we walked in.

She looks over MARIO and realizes that he's right.

MS. KRISEK

Point taken...

She looks back.
Okay, so... what's the plan?

MARIO

Easy. Ms. Krisek will flirt with Mr. Lambert and I'll tell him what to 
say to flirt back.

VALENTINA

That's ridiculous!

MARIO

I know. That's the point. Hear me out! He'll be too distracted 
between the two of us to even notice you guys!

LUCAS

I see his point.

MARIO

Exactly! It's smart, just a different type of smart. Where you guys 
had the books, I had the streets. Together, we're the best of both 
worlds.

MS. KRISEK

I hate to say it, but I think Mario is right.

VALENTINA

Yeah... me too.

MARIO looks up at MS. KRISEK and reaches for her flirta-
tiously.

MARIO

I may not get quantum physics, but I do understand women.

MS. KRISEK 

Drop it or lose it.

He drops his hand quickly and nervously.

MARIO

Sorry.

LUCAS and VALENTINA look at each other, then back to 
MS. KRISEK.

VALENTINA

If you think it'll work, Ms. Krisek, then we'll do it. We trust you.

MS. KRISEK

Then why waste time? Let's do this.

The team breaks into groups of two. LUCAS and VALENTI-
NA go to the wall of books as MARIO and MS. KRISEK get 
closer to MR. LAMBERT.

MARIO

(To MS. KRISEK, quietly)

All right, let me go talk to him first. Then, after about five seconds, 
you come over and start flirting with him. Make him as nervous as 
possible.

MS. KRISEK

 Are men really this simple?

MARIO

(Walking over to MR. LAMBERT) 

Uh, yeah. Of course we are.

MARIO returns to MR. LAMBERT.
Lambo! My man!

MR. LAMBERT

Mario...

MARIO

(Abruptly)

Stop talking. I told Ms. Krisek that you liked her for her stellar 
personality and her even more stellar looks. I also mentioned you 
want to take her out to dinner tonight at Vendor's Tonics and 
Grill. If she's interested, she'll come over.

MS. KRISEK begins walking over flirtatiously. MARIO 
doesn't turn around.

(Sarcastic)

Oh, what a surprise, she's coming over.

MR. LAMBERT

What!? Me!? Why!? This is all so sudden!

MARIO

I guess you're just all that and a bag of chips.

He turns away.
Anyway, good luuuck!

MR. LAMBERT

Wait! What do I say to her!?

MARIO

 You want some help?

MR. LAMBERT

Yes!

MARIO

If you insist!

MARIO 'sneaks' around MS. KRISEK and goes behind MR. 
LAMBERT's desk. MS. KRISEK arrives.

Pretend I'm not here!

MR. LAMBERT

How am I supposed to-- 

MS. KRISEK

Hey there, stud.

MR. LAMBERT gulps.

Interpretada por Lucas, Valentina, Srta. Krisek, Mario, 
Sr. Lambert y Ensemble

Preparación de la escena:
La canción “Métodos de Investigación Ridículos” comienza 
mientras el caos se desata. Los personajes señalan 
continuamente lo ridícula que es la situación, comparándola con 
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LUCAS

Hello, Mr. Lambert. How are you this fine morning?

MR. LAMBERT

Hey, Lucas. I'm good. What are you guys doing here?

LUCAS

We came to talk to Ms. Krisek.

MR. LAMBERT

You too, huh?

They all pause, confused.

LUCAS

What do you mean?

MR. LAMBERT shifts uncomfortably. 

MR. LAMBERT

Uh, nothing really. I was just saying, you know? Just making short 
talk.

MARIO

About Ms. Krisek?

MR. LAMBERT

I was just saying I get what you mean by wanting to talk to Ms. 
Krisek, that's all.

VALENTINA

Yeah? How so?

MR. LAMBERT

Well, I mean, who wouldn't want to make conversation with her... 
you know?

MR. LAMBERT laughs nervously. The kids look at each 
other.

MARIO

Trust me, brother. I understand why you want to.

MR. LAMBERT

Want to what?

MARIO

Make conversation with Ms. Krisek.

MR. LAMBERT

Sure, but. Like. Who has time for that, right?

The group looks at each other mischievously, then back to 
MR. LAMBERT.

LUCAS

Are you afraid to talk to Ms. Krisek, Mr. Lambert?

MR. LAMBERT

What!? No! Why would I be afraid of talking to Ms. Krisek?

VALENTINA

Because she's pretty.

MR. LAMBERT

And!?

LUCAS

You're also getting really nervous.

MARIO

And sweaty.

MR. LAMBERT

Why are you guys grilling me for this!?

VALENTINA, LUCAS, & MARIO

Because you brought it up!

MR. LAMBERT

(Loud)

And!? So what if I find Ms. Krisek attractive!?

The entire library goes silent... again.

VALENTINA

Wow.

MR. LAMBERT

Just, go talk to her over there, please...

The group awkwardly walks away as MR. LAMBERT shame-
fully hides his face.

MARIO

That was incredible.

LUCAS

Masterful.

They fist bump as VALENTINA walks up to MS. KRISEK.

VALENTINA

Hello, Ms. Krisek!

MS. KRISEK

 Hey, Valentina... and group.

 She looks at MR. LAMBERT, then back to the kids.
(Under breath)

What was that all about?

LUCAS

No idea.

VALENTINA

Really wish I could say, Ms. K.

MARIO

Mr. Lambert has the hots for you.

MS. KRISEK

Oh, yeah. That's nothing new. So, what brings you here?

They look around at each other, then lean in, inviting MS. 
KRISEK to do the same. She does.

LUCAS

There's no easy way to put this Ms. K, so we're just gonna say it.

VALENTINA

We know about you, Mr. Zero, and some guy named Professor 
Quantum. We've seen the lab.

MS. KRISEK's eyes widen.
We're also aware of that random janitor that has a key to the 
locker exit slash entrance.

MS. KRISEK

Random janitor? What random janitor?

LUCAS

We have no idea either, honestly.

MS. KRISEK

No matter. How did you find out about this?

MARIO

Bobbert trapped us in the shed entrance outside the school.

MS. KRISEK

The shed was unlocked?

They all nod. MS. KRISEK looks off.
I didn't unlock it... perhaps Zero?

She looks back.
Before Quentin-- sorry, Professor Quantum left, he told me that 
he would explain everything one day. He couldn't explain 
everything that second, but he told me that, 'the answers would 
begin at the books, but not without him.'

She looks off again and worriedly paces.
Ten years have passed and I still haven't figured out what he 
meant...

VALENTINA

When you say books do you mean library books?

LUCAS

And by 'him' do you mean Professor Quantum?

MS. KRISEK looks back. 
MS. KRISEK

(To VALENTINA)

Maybe... but I've spent hours with every quantum mechanics text 
and haven't found a single answer or clue. Mr. Zero couldn't hack 
it, either.

She looks at LUCAS.
And Lucas, no. Though he said, 'Not without him,' I don't know 
who he is. I thought it was him at first but... how can it be him since 
he never came back?

VALENTINA

If you don't mind, Ms. Krisek, we'd love to help. Maybe some fresh 
perspective might make a difference?

She considers it. 
MS. KRISEK

Hm. Why not? Any problem worth solving takes a sophisticated 
village, after all.

LUCAS

I couldn't agree more. So, what are we looking for?

MS. KRISEK

I always thought what he said about the books was a means to 
understand his mind. So, I started where he did... but. I'm a 
robotics engineer. Physics is like Greek to me.

VALENTINA

So you were trying to understand quantum mechanics in order to 
start the B.I.G?

MS. KRISEK looks at VALENTINA,confused.

MS. KRISEK

The what?

VALENTINA

The Notorious B.I.G. Biggie for short.

MS. KRISEK is still lost.
The robot...

MS. KRISEK

Oh! You mean the All-Powerful Bender-Bot876005, Working 
Title?

VALENTINA

Yes, that mess.

MS. KRISEK
Huh... well, I love me some Biggie just as much as the next. Let's go 
with it.

LUCAS

Wait, why were you trying to start Biggie?

MS. KRISEK

I thought if I could start him, then I could find and save Professor 
Quantum... but I couldn't make Biggie budge.

VALENTINA

And Mr. Zero couldn't hack it, either...

MS. KRISEK

Literally. He's a computer scientist, and despite him designing the 
software to make Biggie run, Professor Quantum firewall'ed it 
before he disappeared. We tried hacking it as our last resort... we 
came up with nothing. Turns out Professor Quantum is quite the 
stickler for his computer safety.

LUCAS

(To VALENTINA)

I think that's enough to start.

VALENTINA

Agreed.

MARIO

And while they're doing that, Ms. Krisek, you and I have some 
unconventional investigation methods to conduct.

MS. KRISEK

What? Why? Such as?

MARIO

Investigating the library is good and all, but the moment Mr. 
Lambert catches wind, and he will, he's going to cause some 
problems. We need to do this quietly. So, me and you will go over 
to Mr. Lambert and distract him, while Lucas and Valentina 
investigate.

MS. KRISEK

What makes you think Mr. Lambert gives the slightest hoot about 
what we're up to?

MARIO points at MR. LAMBERT. 

MARIO

He hasn't stopped staring at you since we walked in.

She looks over MARIO and realizes that he's right.

MS. KRISEK

Point taken...

She looks back.
Okay, so... what's the plan?

MARIO

Easy. Ms. Krisek will flirt with Mr. Lambert and I'll tell him what to 
say to flirt back.

VALENTINA

That's ridiculous!

MARIO

I know. That's the point. Hear me out! He'll be too distracted 
between the two of us to even notice you guys!

LUCAS

I see his point.

MARIO

Exactly! It's smart, just a different type of smart. Where you guys 
had the books, I had the streets. Together, we're the best of both 
worlds.

MS. KRISEK

I hate to say it, but I think Mario is right.

VALENTINA

Yeah... me too.

MARIO looks up at MS. KRISEK and reaches for her flirta-
tiously.

MARIO

I may not get quantum physics, but I do understand women.

MS. KRISEK 

Drop it or lose it.

He drops his hand quickly and nervously.

MARIO

Sorry.

LUCAS and VALENTINA look at each other, then back to 
MS. KRISEK.

VALENTINA

If you think it'll work, Ms. Krisek, then we'll do it. We trust you.

MS. KRISEK

Then why waste time? Let's do this.

The team breaks into groups of two. LUCAS and VALENTI-
NA go to the wall of books as MARIO and MS. KRISEK get 
closer to MR. LAMBERT.

MARIO

(To MS. KRISEK, quietly)

All right, let me go talk to him first. Then, after about five seconds, 
you come over and start flirting with him. Make him as nervous as 
possible.

MS. KRISEK

 Are men really this simple?

MARIO

(Walking over to MR. LAMBERT) 

Uh, yeah. Of course we are.

MARIO returns to MR. LAMBERT.
Lambo! My man!

MR. LAMBERT

Mario...

MARIO

(Abruptly)

Stop talking. I told Ms. Krisek that you liked her for her stellar 
personality and her even more stellar looks. I also mentioned you 
want to take her out to dinner tonight at Vendor's Tonics and 
Grill. If she's interested, she'll come over.

MS. KRISEK begins walking over flirtatiously. MARIO 
doesn't turn around.

(Sarcastic)

Oh, what a surprise, she's coming over.

MR. LAMBERT

What!? Me!? Why!? This is all so sudden!

MARIO

I guess you're just all that and a bag of chips.

He turns away.
Anyway, good luuuck!

MR. LAMBERT

Wait! What do I say to her!?

MARIO

 You want some help?

MR. LAMBERT

Yes!

MARIO

If you insist!

MARIO 'sneaks' around MS. KRISEK and goes behind MR. 
LAMBERT's desk. MS. KRISEK arrives.

Pretend I'm not here!

MR. LAMBERT

How am I supposed to-- 

MS. KRISEK

Hey there, stud.

MR. LAMBERT gulps.
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LUCAS

Hello, Mr. Lambert. How are you this fine morning?

MR. LAMBERT

Hey, Lucas. I'm good. What are you guys doing here?

LUCAS

We came to talk to Ms. Krisek.

MR. LAMBERT

You too, huh?

They all pause, confused.

LUCAS

What do you mean?

MR. LAMBERT shifts uncomfortably. 

MR. LAMBERT

Uh, nothing really. I was just saying, you know? Just making short 
talk.

MARIO

About Ms. Krisek?

MR. LAMBERT

I was just saying I get what you mean by wanting to talk to Ms. 
Krisek, that's all.

VALENTINA

Yeah? How so?

MR. LAMBERT

Well, I mean, who wouldn't want to make conversation with her... 
you know?

MR. LAMBERT laughs nervously. The kids look at each 
other.

MARIO

Trust me, brother. I understand why you want to.

MR. LAMBERT

Want to what?

MARIO

Make conversation with Ms. Krisek.

MR. LAMBERT

Sure, but. Like. Who has time for that, right?

The group looks at each other mischievously, then back to 
MR. LAMBERT.

LUCAS

Are you afraid to talk to Ms. Krisek, Mr. Lambert?

MR. LAMBERT

What!? No! Why would I be afraid of talking to Ms. Krisek?

VALENTINA

Because she's pretty.

MR. LAMBERT

And!?

LUCAS

You're also getting really nervous.

MARIO

And sweaty.

MR. LAMBERT

Why are you guys grilling me for this!?

VALENTINA, LUCAS, & MARIO

Because you brought it up!

MR. LAMBERT

(Loud)

And!? So what if I find Ms. Krisek attractive!?

The entire library goes silent... again.

VALENTINA

Wow.

MR. LAMBERT

Just, go talk to her over there, please...

The group awkwardly walks away as MR. LAMBERT shame-
fully hides his face.

MARIO

That was incredible.

LUCAS

Masterful.

They fist bump as VALENTINA walks up to MS. KRISEK.

VALENTINA

Hello, Ms. Krisek!

MS. KRISEK

 Hey, Valentina... and group.

 She looks at MR. LAMBERT, then back to the kids.
(Under breath)

What was that all about?

LUCAS

No idea.

VALENTINA

Really wish I could say, Ms. K.

MARIO

Mr. Lambert has the hots for you.

MS. KRISEK

Oh, yeah. That's nothing new. So, what brings you here?

They look around at each other, then lean in, inviting MS. 
KRISEK to do the same. She does.

LUCAS

There's no easy way to put this Ms. K, so we're just gonna say it.

VALENTINA

We know about you, Mr. Zero, and some guy named Professor 
Quantum. We've seen the lab.

MS. KRISEK's eyes widen.
We're also aware of that random janitor that has a key to the 
locker exit slash entrance.

MS. KRISEK

Random janitor? What random janitor?

LUCAS

We have no idea either, honestly.

MS. KRISEK

No matter. How did you find out about this?

MARIO

Bobbert trapped us in the shed entrance outside the school.

MS. KRISEK

The shed was unlocked?

They all nod. MS. KRISEK looks off.
I didn't unlock it... perhaps Zero?

She looks back.
Before Quentin-- sorry, Professor Quantum left, he told me that 
he would explain everything one day. He couldn't explain 
everything that second, but he told me that, 'the answers would 
begin at the books, but not without him.'

She looks off again and worriedly paces.
Ten years have passed and I still haven't figured out what he 
meant...

VALENTINA

When you say books do you mean library books?

LUCAS

And by 'him' do you mean Professor Quantum?

MS. KRISEK looks back. 
MS. KRISEK

(To VALENTINA)

Maybe... but I've spent hours with every quantum mechanics text 
and haven't found a single answer or clue. Mr. Zero couldn't hack 
it, either.

She looks at LUCAS.
And Lucas, no. Though he said, 'Not without him,' I don't know 
who he is. I thought it was him at first but... how can it be him since 
he never came back?

VALENTINA

If you don't mind, Ms. Krisek, we'd love to help. Maybe some fresh 
perspective might make a difference?

She considers it. 
MS. KRISEK

Hm. Why not? Any problem worth solving takes a sophisticated 
village, after all.

LUCAS

I couldn't agree more. So, what are we looking for?

MS. KRISEK

I always thought what he said about the books was a means to 
understand his mind. So, I started where he did... but. I'm a 
robotics engineer. Physics is like Greek to me.

VALENTINA

So you were trying to understand quantum mechanics in order to 
start the B.I.G?

MS. KRISEK looks at VALENTINA,confused.

MS. KRISEK

The what?

VALENTINA

The Notorious B.I.G. Biggie for short.

MS. KRISEK is still lost.
The robot...

MS. KRISEK

Oh! You mean the All-Powerful Bender-Bot876005, Working 
Title?

VALENTINA

Yes, that mess.

MS. KRISEK
Huh... well, I love me some Biggie just as much as the next. Let's go 
with it.

LUCAS

Wait, why were you trying to start Biggie?

MS. KRISEK

I thought if I could start him, then I could find and save Professor 
Quantum... but I couldn't make Biggie budge.

VALENTINA

And Mr. Zero couldn't hack it, either...

MS. KRISEK

Literally. He's a computer scientist, and despite him designing the 
software to make Biggie run, Professor Quantum firewall'ed it 
before he disappeared. We tried hacking it as our last resort... we 
came up with nothing. Turns out Professor Quantum is quite the 
stickler for his computer safety.

LUCAS

(To VALENTINA)

I think that's enough to start.

VALENTINA

Agreed.

MARIO

And while they're doing that, Ms. Krisek, you and I have some 
unconventional investigation methods to conduct.

MS. KRISEK

What? Why? Such as?

MARIO

Investigating the library is good and all, but the moment Mr. 
Lambert catches wind, and he will, he's going to cause some 
problems. We need to do this quietly. So, me and you will go over 
to Mr. Lambert and distract him, while Lucas and Valentina 
investigate.

MS. KRISEK

What makes you think Mr. Lambert gives the slightest hoot about 
what we're up to?

MARIO points at MR. LAMBERT. 

MARIO

He hasn't stopped staring at you since we walked in.

She looks over MARIO and realizes that he's right.

MS. KRISEK

Point taken...

She looks back.
Okay, so... what's the plan?

MARIO

Easy. Ms. Krisek will flirt with Mr. Lambert and I'll tell him what to 
say to flirt back.

VALENTINA

That's ridiculous!

MARIO

I know. That's the point. Hear me out! He'll be too distracted 
between the two of us to even notice you guys!

LUCAS

I see his point.

MARIO

Exactly! It's smart, just a different type of smart. Where you guys 
had the books, I had the streets. Together, we're the best of both 
worlds.

MS. KRISEK

I hate to say it, but I think Mario is right.

VALENTINA

Yeah... me too.

MARIO looks up at MS. KRISEK and reaches for her flirta-
tiously.

MARIO

I may not get quantum physics, but I do understand women.

MS. KRISEK 

Drop it or lose it.

He drops his hand quickly and nervously.

MARIO

Sorry.

LUCAS and VALENTINA look at each other, then back to 
MS. KRISEK.

VALENTINA

If you think it'll work, Ms. Krisek, then we'll do it. We trust you.

MS. KRISEK

Then why waste time? Let's do this.

The team breaks into groups of two. LUCAS and VALENTI-
NA go to the wall of books as MARIO and MS. KRISEK get 
closer to MR. LAMBERT.

MARIO

(To MS. KRISEK, quietly)

All right, let me go talk to him first. Then, after about five seconds, 
you come over and start flirting with him. Make him as nervous as 
possible.

MS. KRISEK

 Are men really this simple?

MARIO

(Walking over to MR. LAMBERT) 

Uh, yeah. Of course we are.

MARIO returns to MR. LAMBERT.
Lambo! My man!

MR. LAMBERT

Mario...

MARIO

(Abruptly)

Stop talking. I told Ms. Krisek that you liked her for her stellar 
personality and her even more stellar looks. I also mentioned you 
want to take her out to dinner tonight at Vendor's Tonics and 
Grill. If she's interested, she'll come over.

MS. KRISEK begins walking over flirtatiously. MARIO 
doesn't turn around.

(Sarcastic)

Oh, what a surprise, she's coming over.

MR. LAMBERT

What!? Me!? Why!? This is all so sudden!

MARIO

I guess you're just all that and a bag of chips.

He turns away.
Anyway, good luuuck!

MR. LAMBERT

Wait! What do I say to her!?

MARIO

 You want some help?

MR. LAMBERT

Yes!

MARIO

If you insist!

MARIO 'sneaks' around MS. KRISEK and goes behind MR. 
LAMBERT's desk. MS. KRISEK arrives.

Pretend I'm not here!

MR. LAMBERT

How am I supposed to-- 

MS. KRISEK

Hey there, stud.

MR. LAMBERT gulps.
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LUCAS

Hello, Mr. Lambert. How are you this fine morning?

MR. LAMBERT

Hey, Lucas. I'm good. What are you guys doing here?

LUCAS

We came to talk to Ms. Krisek.

MR. LAMBERT

You too, huh?

They all pause, confused.

LUCAS

What do you mean?

MR. LAMBERT shifts uncomfortably. 

MR. LAMBERT

Uh, nothing really. I was just saying, you know? Just making short 
talk.

MARIO

About Ms. Krisek?

MR. LAMBERT

I was just saying I get what you mean by wanting to talk to Ms. 
Krisek, that's all.

VALENTINA

Yeah? How so?

MR. LAMBERT

Well, I mean, who wouldn't want to make conversation with her... 
you know?

MR. LAMBERT laughs nervously. The kids look at each 
other.

MARIO

Trust me, brother. I understand why you want to.

MR. LAMBERT

Want to what?

MARIO

Make conversation with Ms. Krisek.

MR. LAMBERT

Sure, but. Like. Who has time for that, right?

The group looks at each other mischievously, then back to 
MR. LAMBERT.

LUCAS

Are you afraid to talk to Ms. Krisek, Mr. Lambert?

MR. LAMBERT

What!? No! Why would I be afraid of talking to Ms. Krisek?

VALENTINA

Because she's pretty.

MR. LAMBERT

And!?

LUCAS

You're also getting really nervous.

MARIO

And sweaty.

MR. LAMBERT

Why are you guys grilling me for this!?

VALENTINA, LUCAS, & MARIO

Because you brought it up!

MR. LAMBERT

(Loud)

And!? So what if I find Ms. Krisek attractive!?

The entire library goes silent... again.

VALENTINA

Wow.

MR. LAMBERT

Just, go talk to her over there, please...

The group awkwardly walks away as MR. LAMBERT shame-
fully hides his face.

MARIO

That was incredible.

LUCAS

Masterful.

They fist bump as VALENTINA walks up to MS. KRISEK.

VALENTINA

Hello, Ms. Krisek!

MS. KRISEK

 Hey, Valentina... and group.

 She looks at MR. LAMBERT, then back to the kids.
(Under breath)

What was that all about?

LUCAS

No idea.

VALENTINA

Really wish I could say, Ms. K.

MARIO

Mr. Lambert has the hots for you.

MS. KRISEK

Oh, yeah. That's nothing new. So, what brings you here?

They look around at each other, then lean in, inviting MS. 
KRISEK to do the same. She does.

LUCAS

There's no easy way to put this Ms. K, so we're just gonna say it.

VALENTINA

We know about you, Mr. Zero, and some guy named Professor 
Quantum. We've seen the lab.

MS. KRISEK's eyes widen.
We're also aware of that random janitor that has a key to the 
locker exit slash entrance.

MS. KRISEK

Random janitor? What random janitor?

LUCAS

We have no idea either, honestly.

MS. KRISEK

No matter. How did you find out about this?

MARIO

Bobbert trapped us in the shed entrance outside the school.

MS. KRISEK

The shed was unlocked?

They all nod. MS. KRISEK looks off.
I didn't unlock it... perhaps Zero?

She looks back.
Before Quentin-- sorry, Professor Quantum left, he told me that 
he would explain everything one day. He couldn't explain 
everything that second, but he told me that, 'the answers would 
begin at the books, but not without him.'

She looks off again and worriedly paces.
Ten years have passed and I still haven't figured out what he 
meant...

VALENTINA

When you say books do you mean library books?

LUCAS

And by 'him' do you mean Professor Quantum?

MS. KRISEK looks back. 
MS. KRISEK

(To VALENTINA)

Maybe... but I've spent hours with every quantum mechanics text 
and haven't found a single answer or clue. Mr. Zero couldn't hack 
it, either.

She looks at LUCAS.
And Lucas, no. Though he said, 'Not without him,' I don't know 
who he is. I thought it was him at first but... how can it be him since 
he never came back?

VALENTINA

If you don't mind, Ms. Krisek, we'd love to help. Maybe some fresh 
perspective might make a difference?

She considers it. 
MS. KRISEK

Hm. Why not? Any problem worth solving takes a sophisticated 
village, after all.

LUCAS

I couldn't agree more. So, what are we looking for?

MS. KRISEK

I always thought what he said about the books was a means to 
understand his mind. So, I started where he did... but. I'm a 
robotics engineer. Physics is like Greek to me.

VALENTINA

So you were trying to understand quantum mechanics in order to 
start the B.I.G?

MS. KRISEK looks at VALENTINA,confused.

MS. KRISEK

The what?

VALENTINA

The Notorious B.I.G. Biggie for short.

MS. KRISEK is still lost.
The robot...

MS. KRISEK

Oh! You mean the All-Powerful Bender-Bot876005, Working 
Title?

VALENTINA

Yes, that mess.

MS. KRISEK
Huh... well, I love me some Biggie just as much as the next. Let's go 
with it.

LUCAS

Wait, why were you trying to start Biggie?

MS. KRISEK

I thought if I could start him, then I could find and save Professor 
Quantum... but I couldn't make Biggie budge.

VALENTINA

And Mr. Zero couldn't hack it, either...

MS. KRISEK

Literally. He's a computer scientist, and despite him designing the 
software to make Biggie run, Professor Quantum firewall'ed it 
before he disappeared. We tried hacking it as our last resort... we 
came up with nothing. Turns out Professor Quantum is quite the 
stickler for his computer safety.

LUCAS

(To VALENTINA)

I think that's enough to start.

VALENTINA

Agreed.

MARIO

And while they're doing that, Ms. Krisek, you and I have some 
unconventional investigation methods to conduct.

MS. KRISEK

What? Why? Such as?

MARIO

Investigating the library is good and all, but the moment Mr. 
Lambert catches wind, and he will, he's going to cause some 
problems. We need to do this quietly. So, me and you will go over 
to Mr. Lambert and distract him, while Lucas and Valentina 
investigate.

MS. KRISEK

What makes you think Mr. Lambert gives the slightest hoot about 
what we're up to?

MARIO points at MR. LAMBERT. 

MARIO

He hasn't stopped staring at you since we walked in.

She looks over MARIO and realizes that he's right.

MS. KRISEK

Point taken...

She looks back.
Okay, so... what's the plan?

MARIO

Easy. Ms. Krisek will flirt with Mr. Lambert and I'll tell him what to 
say to flirt back.

VALENTINA

That's ridiculous!

MARIO

I know. That's the point. Hear me out! He'll be too distracted 
between the two of us to even notice you guys!

LUCAS

I see his point.

MARIO

Exactly! It's smart, just a different type of smart. Where you guys 
had the books, I had the streets. Together, we're the best of both 
worlds.

MS. KRISEK

I hate to say it, but I think Mario is right.

VALENTINA

Yeah... me too.

MARIO looks up at MS. KRISEK and reaches for her flirta-
tiously.

MARIO

I may not get quantum physics, but I do understand women.

MS. KRISEK 

Drop it or lose it.

He drops his hand quickly and nervously.

MARIO

Sorry.

LUCAS and VALENTINA look at each other, then back to 
MS. KRISEK.

VALENTINA

If you think it'll work, Ms. Krisek, then we'll do it. We trust you.

MS. KRISEK

Then why waste time? Let's do this.

The team breaks into groups of two. LUCAS and VALENTI-
NA go to the wall of books as MARIO and MS. KRISEK get 
closer to MR. LAMBERT.

MARIO

(To MS. KRISEK, quietly)

All right, let me go talk to him first. Then, after about five seconds, 
you come over and start flirting with him. Make him as nervous as 
possible.

MS. KRISEK

 Are men really this simple?

MARIO

(Walking over to MR. LAMBERT) 

Uh, yeah. Of course we are.

MARIO returns to MR. LAMBERT.
Lambo! My man!

MR. LAMBERT

Mario...

MARIO

(Abruptly)

Stop talking. I told Ms. Krisek that you liked her for her stellar 
personality and her even more stellar looks. I also mentioned you 
want to take her out to dinner tonight at Vendor's Tonics and 
Grill. If she's interested, she'll come over.

MS. KRISEK begins walking over flirtatiously. MARIO 
doesn't turn around.

(Sarcastic)

Oh, what a surprise, she's coming over.

MR. LAMBERT

What!? Me!? Why!? This is all so sudden!

MARIO

I guess you're just all that and a bag of chips.

He turns away.
Anyway, good luuuck!

MR. LAMBERT

Wait! What do I say to her!?

MARIO

 You want some help?

MR. LAMBERT

Yes!

MARIO

If you insist!

MARIO 'sneaks' around MS. KRISEK and goes behind MR. 
LAMBERT's desk. MS. KRISEK arrives.

Pretend I'm not here!

MR. LAMBERT

How am I supposed to-- 

MS. KRISEK

Hey there, stud.

MR. LAMBERT gulps.
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LUCAS

Hello, Mr. Lambert. How are you this fine morning?

MR. LAMBERT

Hey, Lucas. I'm good. What are you guys doing here?

LUCAS

We came to talk to Ms. Krisek.

MR. LAMBERT

You too, huh?

They all pause, confused.

LUCAS

What do you mean?

MR. LAMBERT shifts uncomfortably. 

MR. LAMBERT

Uh, nothing really. I was just saying, you know? Just making short 
talk.

MARIO

About Ms. Krisek?

MR. LAMBERT

I was just saying I get what you mean by wanting to talk to Ms. 
Krisek, that's all.

VALENTINA

Yeah? How so?

MR. LAMBERT

Well, I mean, who wouldn't want to make conversation with her... 
you know?

MR. LAMBERT laughs nervously. The kids look at each 
other.

MARIO

Trust me, brother. I understand why you want to.

MR. LAMBERT

Want to what?

MARIO

Make conversation with Ms. Krisek.

MR. LAMBERT

Sure, but. Like. Who has time for that, right?

The group looks at each other mischievously, then back to 
MR. LAMBERT.

LUCAS

Are you afraid to talk to Ms. Krisek, Mr. Lambert?

MR. LAMBERT

What!? No! Why would I be afraid of talking to Ms. Krisek?

VALENTINA

Because she's pretty.

MR. LAMBERT

And!?

LUCAS

You're also getting really nervous.

MARIO

And sweaty.

MR. LAMBERT

Why are you guys grilling me for this!?

VALENTINA, LUCAS, & MARIO

Because you brought it up!

MR. LAMBERT

(Loud)

And!? So what if I find Ms. Krisek attractive!?

The entire library goes silent... again.

VALENTINA

Wow.

MR. LAMBERT

Just, go talk to her over there, please...

The group awkwardly walks away as MR. LAMBERT shame-
fully hides his face.

MARIO

That was incredible.

LUCAS

Masterful.

They fist bump as VALENTINA walks up to MS. KRISEK.

VALENTINA

Hello, Ms. Krisek!

MS. KRISEK

 Hey, Valentina... and group.

 She looks at MR. LAMBERT, then back to the kids.
(Under breath)

What was that all about?

LUCAS

No idea.

VALENTINA

Really wish I could say, Ms. K.

MARIO

Mr. Lambert has the hots for you.

MS. KRISEK

Oh, yeah. That's nothing new. So, what brings you here?

They look around at each other, then lean in, inviting MS. 
KRISEK to do the same. She does.

LUCAS

There's no easy way to put this Ms. K, so we're just gonna say it.

VALENTINA

We know about you, Mr. Zero, and some guy named Professor 
Quantum. We've seen the lab.

MS. KRISEK's eyes widen.
We're also aware of that random janitor that has a key to the 
locker exit slash entrance.

MS. KRISEK

Random janitor? What random janitor?

LUCAS

We have no idea either, honestly.

MS. KRISEK

No matter. How did you find out about this?

MARIO

Bobbert trapped us in the shed entrance outside the school.

MS. KRISEK

The shed was unlocked?

They all nod. MS. KRISEK looks off.
I didn't unlock it... perhaps Zero?

She looks back.
Before Quentin-- sorry, Professor Quantum left, he told me that 
he would explain everything one day. He couldn't explain 
everything that second, but he told me that, 'the answers would 
begin at the books, but not without him.'

She looks off again and worriedly paces.
Ten years have passed and I still haven't figured out what he 
meant...

VALENTINA

When you say books do you mean library books?

LUCAS

And by 'him' do you mean Professor Quantum?

MS. KRISEK looks back. 
MS. KRISEK

(To VALENTINA)

Maybe... but I've spent hours with every quantum mechanics text 
and haven't found a single answer or clue. Mr. Zero couldn't hack 
it, either.

She looks at LUCAS.
And Lucas, no. Though he said, 'Not without him,' I don't know 
who he is. I thought it was him at first but... how can it be him since 
he never came back?

VALENTINA

If you don't mind, Ms. Krisek, we'd love to help. Maybe some fresh 
perspective might make a difference?

She considers it. 
MS. KRISEK

Hm. Why not? Any problem worth solving takes a sophisticated 
village, after all.

LUCAS

I couldn't agree more. So, what are we looking for?

MS. KRISEK

I always thought what he said about the books was a means to 
understand his mind. So, I started where he did... but. I'm a 
robotics engineer. Physics is like Greek to me.

VALENTINA

So you were trying to understand quantum mechanics in order to 
start the B.I.G?

MS. KRISEK looks at VALENTINA,confused.

MS. KRISEK

The what?

VALENTINA

The Notorious B.I.G. Biggie for short.

MS. KRISEK is still lost.
The robot...

MS. KRISEK

Oh! You mean the All-Powerful Bender-Bot876005, Working 
Title?

VALENTINA

Yes, that mess.

MS. KRISEK
Huh... well, I love me some Biggie just as much as the next. Let's go 
with it.

LUCAS

Wait, why were you trying to start Biggie?

MS. KRISEK

I thought if I could start him, then I could find and save Professor 
Quantum... but I couldn't make Biggie budge.

VALENTINA

And Mr. Zero couldn't hack it, either...

MS. KRISEK

Literally. He's a computer scientist, and despite him designing the 
software to make Biggie run, Professor Quantum firewall'ed it 
before he disappeared. We tried hacking it as our last resort... we 
came up with nothing. Turns out Professor Quantum is quite the 
stickler for his computer safety.

LUCAS

(To VALENTINA)

I think that's enough to start.

VALENTINA

Agreed.

MARIO

And while they're doing that, Ms. Krisek, you and I have some 
unconventional investigation methods to conduct.

MS. KRISEK

What? Why? Such as?

MARIO

Investigating the library is good and all, but the moment Mr. 
Lambert catches wind, and he will, he's going to cause some 
problems. We need to do this quietly. So, me and you will go over 
to Mr. Lambert and distract him, while Lucas and Valentina 
investigate.

MS. KRISEK

What makes you think Mr. Lambert gives the slightest hoot about 
what we're up to?

MARIO points at MR. LAMBERT. 

MARIO

He hasn't stopped staring at you since we walked in.

She looks over MARIO and realizes that he's right.

MS. KRISEK

Point taken...

She looks back.
Okay, so... what's the plan?

MARIO

Easy. Ms. Krisek will flirt with Mr. Lambert and I'll tell him what to 
say to flirt back.

VALENTINA

That's ridiculous!

MARIO

I know. That's the point. Hear me out! He'll be too distracted 
between the two of us to even notice you guys!

LUCAS

I see his point.

MARIO

Exactly! It's smart, just a different type of smart. Where you guys 
had the books, I had the streets. Together, we're the best of both 
worlds.

MS. KRISEK

I hate to say it, but I think Mario is right.

VALENTINA

Yeah... me too.

MARIO looks up at MS. KRISEK and reaches for her flirta-
tiously.

MARIO

I may not get quantum physics, but I do understand women.

MS. KRISEK 

Drop it or lose it.

He drops his hand quickly and nervously.

MARIO

Sorry.

LUCAS and VALENTINA look at each other, then back to 
MS. KRISEK.

VALENTINA

If you think it'll work, Ms. Krisek, then we'll do it. We trust you.

MS. KRISEK

Then why waste time? Let's do this.

The team breaks into groups of two. LUCAS and VALENTI-
NA go to the wall of books as MARIO and MS. KRISEK get 
closer to MR. LAMBERT.

MARIO

(To MS. KRISEK, quietly)

All right, let me go talk to him first. Then, after about five seconds, 
you come over and start flirting with him. Make him as nervous as 
possible.

MS. KRISEK

 Are men really this simple?

MARIO

(Walking over to MR. LAMBERT) 

Uh, yeah. Of course we are.

MARIO returns to MR. LAMBERT.
Lambo! My man!

MR. LAMBERT

Mario...

MARIO

(Abruptly)

Stop talking. I told Ms. Krisek that you liked her for her stellar 
personality and her even more stellar looks. I also mentioned you 
want to take her out to dinner tonight at Vendor's Tonics and 
Grill. If she's interested, she'll come over.

MS. KRISEK begins walking over flirtatiously. MARIO 
doesn't turn around.

(Sarcastic)

Oh, what a surprise, she's coming over.

MR. LAMBERT

What!? Me!? Why!? This is all so sudden!

MARIO

I guess you're just all that and a bag of chips.

He turns away.
Anyway, good luuuck!

MR. LAMBERT

Wait! What do I say to her!?

MARIO

 You want some help?

MR. LAMBERT

Yes!

MARIO

If you insist!

MARIO 'sneaks' around MS. KRISEK and goes behind MR. 
LAMBERT's desk. MS. KRISEK arrives.

Pretend I'm not here!

MR. LAMBERT

How am I supposed to-- 

MS. KRISEK

Hey there, stud.

MR. LAMBERT gulps.
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LUCAS

Hello, Mr. Lambert. How are you this fine morning?

MR. LAMBERT

Hey, Lucas. I'm good. What are you guys doing here?

LUCAS

We came to talk to Ms. Krisek.

MR. LAMBERT

You too, huh?

They all pause, confused.

LUCAS

What do you mean?

MR. LAMBERT shifts uncomfortably. 

MR. LAMBERT

Uh, nothing really. I was just saying, you know? Just making short 
talk.

MARIO

About Ms. Krisek?

MR. LAMBERT

I was just saying I get what you mean by wanting to talk to Ms. 
Krisek, that's all.

VALENTINA

Yeah? How so?

MR. LAMBERT

Well, I mean, who wouldn't want to make conversation with her... 
you know?

MR. LAMBERT laughs nervously. The kids look at each 
other.

MARIO

Trust me, brother. I understand why you want to.

MR. LAMBERT

Want to what?

MARIO

Make conversation with Ms. Krisek.

MR. LAMBERT

Sure, but. Like. Who has time for that, right?

The group looks at each other mischievously, then back to 
MR. LAMBERT.

LUCAS

Are you afraid to talk to Ms. Krisek, Mr. Lambert?

MR. LAMBERT

What!? No! Why would I be afraid of talking to Ms. Krisek?

VALENTINA

Because she's pretty.

MR. LAMBERT

And!?

LUCAS

You're also getting really nervous.

MARIO

And sweaty.

MR. LAMBERT

Why are you guys grilling me for this!?

VALENTINA, LUCAS, & MARIO

Because you brought it up!

MR. LAMBERT

(Loud)

And!? So what if I find Ms. Krisek attractive!?

The entire library goes silent... again.

VALENTINA

Wow.

MR. LAMBERT

Just, go talk to her over there, please...

The group awkwardly walks away as MR. LAMBERT shame-
fully hides his face.

MARIO

That was incredible.

LUCAS

Masterful.

They fist bump as VALENTINA walks up to MS. KRISEK.

VALENTINA

Hello, Ms. Krisek!

MS. KRISEK

 Hey, Valentina... and group.

 She looks at MR. LAMBERT, then back to the kids.
(Under breath)

What was that all about?

LUCAS

No idea.

VALENTINA

Really wish I could say, Ms. K.

MARIO

Mr. Lambert has the hots for you.

MS. KRISEK

Oh, yeah. That's nothing new. So, what brings you here?

They look around at each other, then lean in, inviting MS. 
KRISEK to do the same. She does.

LUCAS

There's no easy way to put this Ms. K, so we're just gonna say it.

VALENTINA

We know about you, Mr. Zero, and some guy named Professor 
Quantum. We've seen the lab.

MS. KRISEK's eyes widen.
We're also aware of that random janitor that has a key to the 
locker exit slash entrance.

MS. KRISEK

Random janitor? What random janitor?

LUCAS

We have no idea either, honestly.

MS. KRISEK

No matter. How did you find out about this?

MARIO

Bobbert trapped us in the shed entrance outside the school.

MS. KRISEK

The shed was unlocked?

They all nod. MS. KRISEK looks off.
I didn't unlock it... perhaps Zero?

She looks back.
Before Quentin-- sorry, Professor Quantum left, he told me that 
he would explain everything one day. He couldn't explain 
everything that second, but he told me that, 'the answers would 
begin at the books, but not without him.'

She looks off again and worriedly paces.
Ten years have passed and I still haven't figured out what he 
meant...

VALENTINA

When you say books do you mean library books?

LUCAS

And by 'him' do you mean Professor Quantum?

MS. KRISEK looks back. 
MS. KRISEK

(To VALENTINA)

Maybe... but I've spent hours with every quantum mechanics text 
and haven't found a single answer or clue. Mr. Zero couldn't hack 
it, either.

She looks at LUCAS.
And Lucas, no. Though he said, 'Not without him,' I don't know 
who he is. I thought it was him at first but... how can it be him since 
he never came back?

VALENTINA

If you don't mind, Ms. Krisek, we'd love to help. Maybe some fresh 
perspective might make a difference?

She considers it. 
MS. KRISEK

Hm. Why not? Any problem worth solving takes a sophisticated 
village, after all.

LUCAS

I couldn't agree more. So, what are we looking for?

MS. KRISEK

I always thought what he said about the books was a means to 
understand his mind. So, I started where he did... but. I'm a 
robotics engineer. Physics is like Greek to me.

VALENTINA

So you were trying to understand quantum mechanics in order to 
start the B.I.G?

MS. KRISEK looks at VALENTINA,confused.

MS. KRISEK

The what?

VALENTINA

The Notorious B.I.G. Biggie for short.

MS. KRISEK is still lost.
The robot...

MS. KRISEK

Oh! You mean the All-Powerful Bender-Bot876005, Working 
Title?

VALENTINA

Yes, that mess.

MS. KRISEK
Huh... well, I love me some Biggie just as much as the next. Let's go 
with it.

LUCAS

Wait, why were you trying to start Biggie?

MS. KRISEK

I thought if I could start him, then I could find and save Professor 
Quantum... but I couldn't make Biggie budge.

VALENTINA

And Mr. Zero couldn't hack it, either...

MS. KRISEK

Literally. He's a computer scientist, and despite him designing the 
software to make Biggie run, Professor Quantum firewall'ed it 
before he disappeared. We tried hacking it as our last resort... we 
came up with nothing. Turns out Professor Quantum is quite the 
stickler for his computer safety.

LUCAS

(To VALENTINA)

I think that's enough to start.

VALENTINA

Agreed.

MARIO

And while they're doing that, Ms. Krisek, you and I have some 
unconventional investigation methods to conduct.

MS. KRISEK

What? Why? Such as?

MARIO

Investigating the library is good and all, but the moment Mr. 
Lambert catches wind, and he will, he's going to cause some 
problems. We need to do this quietly. So, me and you will go over 
to Mr. Lambert and distract him, while Lucas and Valentina 
investigate.

MS. KRISEK

What makes you think Mr. Lambert gives the slightest hoot about 
what we're up to?

MARIO points at MR. LAMBERT. 

MARIO

He hasn't stopped staring at you since we walked in.

She looks over MARIO and realizes that he's right.

MS. KRISEK

Point taken...

She looks back.
Okay, so... what's the plan?

MARIO

Easy. Ms. Krisek will flirt with Mr. Lambert and I'll tell him what to 
say to flirt back.

VALENTINA

That's ridiculous!

MARIO

I know. That's the point. Hear me out! He'll be too distracted 
between the two of us to even notice you guys!

LUCAS

I see his point.

MARIO

Exactly! It's smart, just a different type of smart. Where you guys 
had the books, I had the streets. Together, we're the best of both 
worlds.

MS. KRISEK

I hate to say it, but I think Mario is right.

VALENTINA

Yeah... me too.

MARIO looks up at MS. KRISEK and reaches for her flirta-
tiously.

MARIO

I may not get quantum physics, but I do understand women.

MS. KRISEK 

Drop it or lose it.

He drops his hand quickly and nervously.

MARIO

Sorry.

LUCAS and VALENTINA look at each other, then back to 
MS. KRISEK.

VALENTINA

If you think it'll work, Ms. Krisek, then we'll do it. We trust you.

MS. KRISEK

Then why waste time? Let's do this.

The team breaks into groups of two. LUCAS and VALENTI-
NA go to the wall of books as MARIO and MS. KRISEK get 
closer to MR. LAMBERT.

MARIO

(To MS. KRISEK, quietly)

All right, let me go talk to him first. Then, after about five seconds, 
you come over and start flirting with him. Make him as nervous as 
possible.

MS. KRISEK

 Are men really this simple?

MARIO

(Walking over to MR. LAMBERT) 

Uh, yeah. Of course we are.

MARIO returns to MR. LAMBERT.
Lambo! My man!

MR. LAMBERT

Mario...

MARIO

(Abruptly)

Stop talking. I told Ms. Krisek that you liked her for her stellar 
personality and her even more stellar looks. I also mentioned you 
want to take her out to dinner tonight at Vendor's Tonics and 
Grill. If she's interested, she'll come over.

MS. KRISEK begins walking over flirtatiously. MARIO 
doesn't turn around.

(Sarcastic)

Oh, what a surprise, she's coming over.

MR. LAMBERT

What!? Me!? Why!? This is all so sudden!

MARIO

I guess you're just all that and a bag of chips.

He turns away.
Anyway, good luuuck!

MR. LAMBERT

Wait! What do I say to her!?

MARIO

 You want some help?

MR. LAMBERT

Yes!

MARIO

If you insist!

MARIO 'sneaks' around MS. KRISEK and goes behind MR. 
LAMBERT's desk. MS. KRISEK arrives.

Pretend I'm not here!

MR. LAMBERT

How am I supposed to-- 

MS. KRISEK

Hey there, stud.

MR. LAMBERT gulps.
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LUCAS

Hello, Mr. Lambert. How are you this fine morning?

MR. LAMBERT

Hey, Lucas. I'm good. What are you guys doing here?

LUCAS

We came to talk to Ms. Krisek.

MR. LAMBERT

You too, huh?

They all pause, confused.

LUCAS

What do you mean?

MR. LAMBERT shifts uncomfortably. 

MR. LAMBERT

Uh, nothing really. I was just saying, you know? Just making short 
talk.

MARIO

About Ms. Krisek?

MR. LAMBERT

I was just saying I get what you mean by wanting to talk to Ms. 
Krisek, that's all.

VALENTINA

Yeah? How so?

MR. LAMBERT

Well, I mean, who wouldn't want to make conversation with her... 
you know?

MR. LAMBERT laughs nervously. The kids look at each 
other.

MARIO

Trust me, brother. I understand why you want to.

MR. LAMBERT

Want to what?

MARIO

Make conversation with Ms. Krisek.

MR. LAMBERT

Sure, but. Like. Who has time for that, right?

The group looks at each other mischievously, then back to 
MR. LAMBERT.

LUCAS

Are you afraid to talk to Ms. Krisek, Mr. Lambert?

MR. LAMBERT

What!? No! Why would I be afraid of talking to Ms. Krisek?

VALENTINA

Because she's pretty.

MR. LAMBERT

And!?

LUCAS

You're also getting really nervous.

MARIO

And sweaty.

MR. LAMBERT

Why are you guys grilling me for this!?

VALENTINA, LUCAS, & MARIO

Because you brought it up!

MR. LAMBERT

(Loud)

And!? So what if I find Ms. Krisek attractive!?

The entire library goes silent... again.

VALENTINA

Wow.

MR. LAMBERT

Just, go talk to her over there, please...

The group awkwardly walks away as MR. LAMBERT shame-
fully hides his face.

MARIO

That was incredible.

LUCAS

Masterful.

They fist bump as VALENTINA walks up to MS. KRISEK.

VALENTINA

Hello, Ms. Krisek!

MS. KRISEK

 Hey, Valentina... and group.

 She looks at MR. LAMBERT, then back to the kids.
(Under breath)

What was that all about?

LUCAS

No idea.

VALENTINA

Really wish I could say, Ms. K.

MARIO

Mr. Lambert has the hots for you.

MS. KRISEK

Oh, yeah. That's nothing new. So, what brings you here?

They look around at each other, then lean in, inviting MS. 
KRISEK to do the same. She does.

LUCAS

There's no easy way to put this Ms. K, so we're just gonna say it.

VALENTINA

We know about you, Mr. Zero, and some guy named Professor 
Quantum. We've seen the lab.

MS. KRISEK's eyes widen.
We're also aware of that random janitor that has a key to the 
locker exit slash entrance.

MS. KRISEK

Random janitor? What random janitor?

LUCAS

We have no idea either, honestly.

MS. KRISEK

No matter. How did you find out about this?

MARIO

Bobbert trapped us in the shed entrance outside the school.

MS. KRISEK

The shed was unlocked?

They all nod. MS. KRISEK looks off.
I didn't unlock it... perhaps Zero?

She looks back.
Before Quentin-- sorry, Professor Quantum left, he told me that 
he would explain everything one day. He couldn't explain 
everything that second, but he told me that, 'the answers would 
begin at the books, but not without him.'

She looks off again and worriedly paces.
Ten years have passed and I still haven't figured out what he 
meant...

VALENTINA

When you say books do you mean library books?

LUCAS

And by 'him' do you mean Professor Quantum?

MS. KRISEK looks back. 
MS. KRISEK

(To VALENTINA)

Maybe... but I've spent hours with every quantum mechanics text 
and haven't found a single answer or clue. Mr. Zero couldn't hack 
it, either.

She looks at LUCAS.
And Lucas, no. Though he said, 'Not without him,' I don't know 
who he is. I thought it was him at first but... how can it be him since 
he never came back?

VALENTINA

If you don't mind, Ms. Krisek, we'd love to help. Maybe some fresh 
perspective might make a difference?

She considers it. 
MS. KRISEK

Hm. Why not? Any problem worth solving takes a sophisticated 
village, after all.

LUCAS

I couldn't agree more. So, what are we looking for?

MS. KRISEK

I always thought what he said about the books was a means to 
understand his mind. So, I started where he did... but. I'm a 
robotics engineer. Physics is like Greek to me.

VALENTINA

So you were trying to understand quantum mechanics in order to 
start the B.I.G?

MS. KRISEK looks at VALENTINA,confused.

MS. KRISEK

The what?

VALENTINA

The Notorious B.I.G. Biggie for short.

MS. KRISEK is still lost.
The robot...

MS. KRISEK

Oh! You mean the All-Powerful Bender-Bot876005, Working 
Title?

VALENTINA

Yes, that mess.

MS. KRISEK
Huh... well, I love me some Biggie just as much as the next. Let's go 
with it.

LUCAS

Wait, why were you trying to start Biggie?

MS. KRISEK

I thought if I could start him, then I could find and save Professor 
Quantum... but I couldn't make Biggie budge.

VALENTINA

And Mr. Zero couldn't hack it, either...

MS. KRISEK

Literally. He's a computer scientist, and despite him designing the 
software to make Biggie run, Professor Quantum firewall'ed it 
before he disappeared. We tried hacking it as our last resort... we 
came up with nothing. Turns out Professor Quantum is quite the 
stickler for his computer safety.

LUCAS

(To VALENTINA)

I think that's enough to start.

VALENTINA

Agreed.

MARIO

And while they're doing that, Ms. Krisek, you and I have some 
unconventional investigation methods to conduct.

MS. KRISEK

What? Why? Such as?

MARIO

Investigating the library is good and all, but the moment Mr. 
Lambert catches wind, and he will, he's going to cause some 
problems. We need to do this quietly. So, me and you will go over 
to Mr. Lambert and distract him, while Lucas and Valentina 
investigate.

MS. KRISEK

What makes you think Mr. Lambert gives the slightest hoot about 
what we're up to?

MARIO points at MR. LAMBERT. 

MARIO

He hasn't stopped staring at you since we walked in.

She looks over MARIO and realizes that he's right.

MS. KRISEK

Point taken...

She looks back.
Okay, so... what's the plan?

MARIO

Easy. Ms. Krisek will flirt with Mr. Lambert and I'll tell him what to 
say to flirt back.

VALENTINA

That's ridiculous!

MARIO

I know. That's the point. Hear me out! He'll be too distracted 
between the two of us to even notice you guys!

LUCAS

I see his point.

MARIO

Exactly! It's smart, just a different type of smart. Where you guys 
had the books, I had the streets. Together, we're the best of both 
worlds.

MS. KRISEK

I hate to say it, but I think Mario is right.

VALENTINA

Yeah... me too.

MARIO looks up at MS. KRISEK and reaches for her flirta-
tiously.

MARIO

I may not get quantum physics, but I do understand women.

MS. KRISEK 

Drop it or lose it.

He drops his hand quickly and nervously.

MARIO

Sorry.

LUCAS and VALENTINA look at each other, then back to 
MS. KRISEK.

VALENTINA

If you think it'll work, Ms. Krisek, then we'll do it. We trust you.

MS. KRISEK

Then why waste time? Let's do this.

The team breaks into groups of two. LUCAS and VALENTI-
NA go to the wall of books as MARIO and MS. KRISEK get 
closer to MR. LAMBERT.

MARIO

(To MS. KRISEK, quietly)

All right, let me go talk to him first. Then, after about five seconds, 
you come over and start flirting with him. Make him as nervous as 
possible.

MS. KRISEK

 Are men really this simple?

MARIO

(Walking over to MR. LAMBERT) 

Uh, yeah. Of course we are.

MARIO returns to MR. LAMBERT.
Lambo! My man!

MR. LAMBERT

Mario...

MARIO

(Abruptly)

Stop talking. I told Ms. Krisek that you liked her for her stellar 
personality and her even more stellar looks. I also mentioned you 
want to take her out to dinner tonight at Vendor's Tonics and 
Grill. If she's interested, she'll come over.

MS. KRISEK begins walking over flirtatiously. MARIO 
doesn't turn around.

(Sarcastic)

Oh, what a surprise, she's coming over.

MR. LAMBERT

What!? Me!? Why!? This is all so sudden!

MARIO

I guess you're just all that and a bag of chips.

He turns away.
Anyway, good luuuck!

MR. LAMBERT

Wait! What do I say to her!?

MARIO

 You want some help?

MR. LAMBERT

Yes!

MARIO

If you insist!

MARIO 'sneaks' around MS. KRISEK and goes behind MR. 
LAMBERT's desk. MS. KRISEK arrives.

Pretend I'm not here!

MR. LAMBERT

How am I supposed to-- 

MS. KRISEK

Hey there, stud.

MR. LAMBERT gulps.
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LUCAS

Hello, Mr. Lambert. How are you this fine morning?

MR. LAMBERT

Hey, Lucas. I'm good. What are you guys doing here?

LUCAS

We came to talk to Ms. Krisek.

MR. LAMBERT

You too, huh?

They all pause, confused.

LUCAS

What do you mean?

MR. LAMBERT shifts uncomfortably. 

MR. LAMBERT

Uh, nothing really. I was just saying, you know? Just making short 
talk.

MARIO

About Ms. Krisek?

MR. LAMBERT

I was just saying I get what you mean by wanting to talk to Ms. 
Krisek, that's all.

VALENTINA

Yeah? How so?

MR. LAMBERT

Well, I mean, who wouldn't want to make conversation with her... 
you know?

MR. LAMBERT laughs nervously. The kids look at each 
other.

MARIO

Trust me, brother. I understand why you want to.

MR. LAMBERT

Want to what?

MARIO

Make conversation with Ms. Krisek.

MR. LAMBERT

Sure, but. Like. Who has time for that, right?

The group looks at each other mischievously, then back to 
MR. LAMBERT.

LUCAS

Are you afraid to talk to Ms. Krisek, Mr. Lambert?

MR. LAMBERT

What!? No! Why would I be afraid of talking to Ms. Krisek?

VALENTINA

Because she's pretty.

MR. LAMBERT

And!?

LUCAS

You're also getting really nervous.

MARIO

And sweaty.

MR. LAMBERT

Why are you guys grilling me for this!?

VALENTINA, LUCAS, & MARIO

Because you brought it up!

MR. LAMBERT

(Loud)

And!? So what if I find Ms. Krisek attractive!?

The entire library goes silent... again.

VALENTINA

Wow.

MR. LAMBERT

Just, go talk to her over there, please...

The group awkwardly walks away as MR. LAMBERT shame-
fully hides his face.

MARIO

That was incredible.

LUCAS

Masterful.

They fist bump as VALENTINA walks up to MS. KRISEK.

VALENTINA

Hello, Ms. Krisek!

MS. KRISEK

 Hey, Valentina... and group.

 She looks at MR. LAMBERT, then back to the kids.
(Under breath)

What was that all about?

LUCAS

No idea.

VALENTINA

Really wish I could say, Ms. K.

MARIO

Mr. Lambert has the hots for you.

MS. KRISEK

Oh, yeah. That's nothing new. So, what brings you here?

They look around at each other, then lean in, inviting MS. 
KRISEK to do the same. She does.

LUCAS

There's no easy way to put this Ms. K, so we're just gonna say it.

VALENTINA

We know about you, Mr. Zero, and some guy named Professor 
Quantum. We've seen the lab.

MS. KRISEK's eyes widen.
We're also aware of that random janitor that has a key to the 
locker exit slash entrance.

MS. KRISEK

Random janitor? What random janitor?

LUCAS

We have no idea either, honestly.

MS. KRISEK

No matter. How did you find out about this?

MARIO

Bobbert trapped us in the shed entrance outside the school.

MS. KRISEK

The shed was unlocked?

They all nod. MS. KRISEK looks off.
I didn't unlock it... perhaps Zero?

She looks back.
Before Quentin-- sorry, Professor Quantum left, he told me that 
he would explain everything one day. He couldn't explain 
everything that second, but he told me that, 'the answers would 
begin at the books, but not without him.'

She looks off again and worriedly paces.
Ten years have passed and I still haven't figured out what he 
meant...

VALENTINA

When you say books do you mean library books?

LUCAS

And by 'him' do you mean Professor Quantum?

MS. KRISEK looks back. 
MS. KRISEK

(To VALENTINA)

Maybe... but I've spent hours with every quantum mechanics text 
and haven't found a single answer or clue. Mr. Zero couldn't hack 
it, either.

She looks at LUCAS.
And Lucas, no. Though he said, 'Not without him,' I don't know 
who he is. I thought it was him at first but... how can it be him since 
he never came back?

VALENTINA

If you don't mind, Ms. Krisek, we'd love to help. Maybe some fresh 
perspective might make a difference?

She considers it. 
MS. KRISEK

Hm. Why not? Any problem worth solving takes a sophisticated 
village, after all.

LUCAS

I couldn't agree more. So, what are we looking for?

MS. KRISEK

I always thought what he said about the books was a means to 
understand his mind. So, I started where he did... but. I'm a 
robotics engineer. Physics is like Greek to me.

VALENTINA

So you were trying to understand quantum mechanics in order to 
start the B.I.G?

MS. KRISEK looks at VALENTINA,confused.

MS. KRISEK

The what?

VALENTINA

The Notorious B.I.G. Biggie for short.

MS. KRISEK is still lost.
The robot...

MS. KRISEK

Oh! You mean the All-Powerful Bender-Bot876005, Working 
Title?

VALENTINA

Yes, that mess.

MS. KRISEK
Huh... well, I love me some Biggie just as much as the next. Let's go 
with it.

LUCAS

Wait, why were you trying to start Biggie?

MS. KRISEK

I thought if I could start him, then I could find and save Professor 
Quantum... but I couldn't make Biggie budge.

VALENTINA

And Mr. Zero couldn't hack it, either...

MS. KRISEK

Literally. He's a computer scientist, and despite him designing the 
software to make Biggie run, Professor Quantum firewall'ed it 
before he disappeared. We tried hacking it as our last resort... we 
came up with nothing. Turns out Professor Quantum is quite the 
stickler for his computer safety.

LUCAS

(To VALENTINA)

I think that's enough to start.

VALENTINA

Agreed.

MARIO

And while they're doing that, Ms. Krisek, you and I have some 
unconventional investigation methods to conduct.

MS. KRISEK

What? Why? Such as?

MARIO

Investigating the library is good and all, but the moment Mr. 
Lambert catches wind, and he will, he's going to cause some 
problems. We need to do this quietly. So, me and you will go over 
to Mr. Lambert and distract him, while Lucas and Valentina 
investigate.

MS. KRISEK

What makes you think Mr. Lambert gives the slightest hoot about 
what we're up to?

MARIO points at MR. LAMBERT. 

MARIO

He hasn't stopped staring at you since we walked in.

She looks over MARIO and realizes that he's right.

MS. KRISEK

Point taken...

She looks back.
Okay, so... what's the plan?

MARIO

Easy. Ms. Krisek will flirt with Mr. Lambert and I'll tell him what to 
say to flirt back.

VALENTINA

That's ridiculous!

MARIO

I know. That's the point. Hear me out! He'll be too distracted 
between the two of us to even notice you guys!

LUCAS

I see his point.

MARIO

Exactly! It's smart, just a different type of smart. Where you guys 
had the books, I had the streets. Together, we're the best of both 
worlds.

MS. KRISEK

I hate to say it, but I think Mario is right.

VALENTINA

Yeah... me too.

MARIO looks up at MS. KRISEK and reaches for her flirta-
tiously.

MARIO

I may not get quantum physics, but I do understand women.

MS. KRISEK 

Drop it or lose it.

He drops his hand quickly and nervously.

MARIO

Sorry.

LUCAS and VALENTINA look at each other, then back to 
MS. KRISEK.

VALENTINA

If you think it'll work, Ms. Krisek, then we'll do it. We trust you.

MS. KRISEK

Then why waste time? Let's do this.

The team breaks into groups of two. LUCAS and VALENTI-
NA go to the wall of books as MARIO and MS. KRISEK get 
closer to MR. LAMBERT.

MARIO

(To MS. KRISEK, quietly)

All right, let me go talk to him first. Then, after about five seconds, 
you come over and start flirting with him. Make him as nervous as 
possible.

MS. KRISEK

 Are men really this simple?

MARIO

(Walking over to MR. LAMBERT) 

Uh, yeah. Of course we are.

MARIO returns to MR. LAMBERT.
Lambo! My man!

MR. LAMBERT

Mario...

MARIO

(Abruptly)

Stop talking. I told Ms. Krisek that you liked her for her stellar 
personality and her even more stellar looks. I also mentioned you 
want to take her out to dinner tonight at Vendor's Tonics and 
Grill. If she's interested, she'll come over.

MS. KRISEK begins walking over flirtatiously. MARIO 
doesn't turn around.

(Sarcastic)

Oh, what a surprise, she's coming over.

MR. LAMBERT

What!? Me!? Why!? This is all so sudden!

MARIO

I guess you're just all that and a bag of chips.

He turns away.
Anyway, good luuuck!

MR. LAMBERT

Wait! What do I say to her!?

MARIO

 You want some help?

MR. LAMBERT

Yes!

MARIO

If you insist!

MARIO 'sneaks' around MS. KRISEK and goes behind MR. 
LAMBERT's desk. MS. KRISEK arrives.

Pretend I'm not here!

MR. LAMBERT

How am I supposed to-- 

MS. KRISEK

Hey there, stud.

MR. LAMBERT gulps.

Interpretada por Lucas, Valentina, Srta. Krisek, Mario, 
Sr. Lambert y Ensemble

Preparación de la escena:
La canción “Métodos de Investigación Ridículos” comienza 
mientras el caos se desata. Los personajes señalan 
continuamente lo ridícula que es la situación, comparándola con 
otros métodos de investigación aún más absurdos. El escenario 
es la biblioteca. Con el paso del tiempo, los personajes pasan de 
cantar a hablar, mientras la música continúa de fondo.

Verse I 
LUCAS
Professor Quantum said the answers began at the books

VALENTINA
Obviously, and physics-cally, the quantum ones are where we 
should look

LUCAS
 He’d want us to look!

VALENTINA
 Yes, want us to look!

LUCAS
 But that’s not what we should be questioning.

VALENTINA
 What then?

LUCAS
 What then?

VALENTINA
 Yes, what should we question?

LUCAS
 Well, now that you’re asking, it’s funny you mention
 It’s not about the books or which genre’s contended

VALENTINA & LUCAS
 But where do you go before you have ended?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 The beginning!

LUCAS (spoken)
 Yes, the beginning!

VALENTINA & LUCAS
 And though all beginnings can be fantastical
In music and science, they’re boring, and classical

 Chorus I 
ENSEMBLE
 Ridiculous! this is ridiculous!
 Are there any methods quite as mad as this?
 Ridiculous! this is ridiculous!
 Is there anything as crazy as this is?

VALENTINA
 We could consult a psychic snail!
MS. KRISEK(spoken)
 A what?

LUCAS
 And follow his slimy trail!
VALENTINA, LUCAS & MARIO
 Let him eat a lettuce leaf, and we can’t fail!

ENSEMBLE
 Ridiculous! this is ridiculous!
 Are there any methods quite as mad as this!?

Verse II 
MS. KRISEK
 Is it true what you said about me?

MARIO 
 Say it’s as true as her big blue eyes!

MR. LAMBERT
 It’s as true as those thighs!

MS. KRISEK  (spoken)
 My thighs?

MR. LAMBERT
 Those eyes!

MARIO 
 Oh, how I wish I could get rid of mine.

LUCAS
 Classical physics!

VALENTINA
 You found classical physics!?

LUCAS
 Of course, I did! It isn’t possible I’d miss this.

VALENTINA
 Oh ok, that is great—It really is great.

LUCAS
 It’s actually grand.

VALENTINA
 Ms. Krisek said she read this front to back.

LUCAS
 And said she found 

VALENTINA
 She knows she found nothing.

LUCAS
But how many nothings turn to some other’s something?
 (He pauses for a beat)
If Professor Quantum knew she was in robotics
 Why would he expect her to know physics?
VALENTINA
 He wouldn’t. He respected the respective jobs they had.

LUCAS (spoken)
 Exactly, that’s right!
 (back to singing)
 So, with that being said—

VALENTINA & LUCAS
 He wouldn’t expect the other to learn what the other one did!

LUCAS
 So the intention was never read it because—

VALENTINA (spoken)
 “The answer begins at the books.”

LUCAS
 Yes, it does!

MR. LAMBERT
 So, let’s cut to the chase, Ms. Krisek.
 (spoken in-between beats)
 Can I call you Kathy?

MS. KRISEK (spoken)
 No, you can’t.

MR. LAMBERT (spoken)
 No, I can’t. Got it.
 (beat)
 So let’s go to Vendor’s Tonics—

MS. KRISEK (spoken)
 And Grill.
MR. LAMBERT
 To sweeten the deal, I’ll pay
.
MS. KRISEK (spoken)
 You’ll pay?

MARIO
 And see her at seven—

MR. LAMBERT
 —we’ll stay out till eleven, and did I mention to bring that 
beautiful mind and bod?

MS. KRISEK (spoken)
 What!?

Chorus II 
ENSEMBLE 
Ridiculous! this is ridiculous!
 Are there any methods quite as mad as this?
 Ridiculous! this is ridiculous!
 Is there anything as crazy as this is?

LUCAS
 We could do karaoke confession!

VALENTINA
Hear Quantum sing and the songs that he mentions!

VALENTINA, LUCAS & MARIO
 Let the lyrics he larps break all the tension!

ENSEMBLE
 Ridiculous! this is ridiculous!
 (asked as a question this time)
 Are there any methods quite as mad as this!?

Verse III 
LUCAS
 Check out this wiring across each page!
 (spoken)
 Do you feel it?

VALENTINA
 Oh, I feel it!

LUCAS & VALENTINA
 It’s almost like a magnet today!

LUCAS
 They have the same texture as the book when I grab it.

VALENTINA
But the books were there, just like all the others—

LUCAS
 So they’re less like cousins and more like brothers?

VALENTINA
 Yes, but metaphors are no matter. It’s not the book that’s the 
key—

LUCAS
 It’s rather the ladder!

(The music takes a temporary slow)

LUCAS (spoken)
 Valentina… look at the books' titles compared to the volumes.

VALENTINA
The physics books go in order… but the volumes—
 They don’t have Roman numerals.

VALENTINA & LUCAS (spoken)
 They have letters!
(The music returns to tempo and melody)

ALL
 “ E ,  I ,  N ,  E ,  I ,  S ”

VALENTINA
 What does that mean?

LUCAS
 I don’t know. It’s a mess.

ALL
 “E, I, N, E, I, S”

LUCAS 
 Look at your book—

VALENTINA
 It has an N, and not an S!

ALL
 “E, I, N, E, I, S”

VALENTINA
 If you add an N—

LUCAS
 It makes perfect sense!

VALENTINA
But how!?

LUCAS
 It’s in the second part of the hint:

VALENTINA & LUCAS
 “Begin at the books, but not without him.”
(Slight interval beat)

VALENTINA (spoken)
 I get that, but who’s ‘him’?

LUCAS
 Think about it in the context of time!

VALENTINA & LUCAS
 The first one to quantify physics: Einstein!

LUCAS
 And what does N, E, I, N, E, I, S spell when arranged?

VALENTINA
 No wonder he left them in a state of estrange!
(The music crescendos to reveal the word “EIN-
STEIN” on the book spines. As the books separate, a 
letter is revealed. Lucas and Valentina grab it and 
run back to Mario and Ms. Krisek.)

LUCAS (spoken)
 Time to go, Mrs. Krisek!

MS. KRISEK (spoken)
Sorry, Mr. Lambert. I just remembered I have plans.

MR. LAMBERT (spoken)
 What!?
(They leave as the music suddenly ends.)

MR. LAMBERT (spoken)
 What just happened…

MARIO, LUCAS, MS. KRISEK, and VALENTINA all
exit out the door. Then silence.
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LUCAS

Hello, Mr. Lambert. How are you this fine morning?

MR. LAMBERT

Hey, Lucas. I'm good. What are you guys doing here?

LUCAS

We came to talk to Ms. Krisek.

MR. LAMBERT

You too, huh?

They all pause, confused.

LUCAS

What do you mean?

MR. LAMBERT shifts uncomfortably. 

MR. LAMBERT

Uh, nothing really. I was just saying, you know? Just making short 
talk.

MARIO

About Ms. Krisek?

MR. LAMBERT

I was just saying I get what you mean by wanting to talk to Ms. 
Krisek, that's all.

VALENTINA

Yeah? How so?

MR. LAMBERT

Well, I mean, who wouldn't want to make conversation with her... 
you know?

MR. LAMBERT laughs nervously. The kids look at each 
other.

MARIO

Trust me, brother. I understand why you want to.

MR. LAMBERT

Want to what?

MARIO

Make conversation with Ms. Krisek.

MR. LAMBERT

Sure, but. Like. Who has time for that, right?

The group looks at each other mischievously, then back to 
MR. LAMBERT.

LUCAS

Are you afraid to talk to Ms. Krisek, Mr. Lambert?

MR. LAMBERT

What!? No! Why would I be afraid of talking to Ms. Krisek?

VALENTINA

Because she's pretty.

MR. LAMBERT

And!?

LUCAS

You're also getting really nervous.

MARIO

And sweaty.

MR. LAMBERT

Why are you guys grilling me for this!?

VALENTINA, LUCAS, & MARIO

Because you brought it up!

MR. LAMBERT

(Loud)

And!? So what if I find Ms. Krisek attractive!?

The entire library goes silent... again.

VALENTINA

Wow.

MR. LAMBERT

Just, go talk to her over there, please...

The group awkwardly walks away as MR. LAMBERT shame-
fully hides his face.

MARIO

That was incredible.

LUCAS

Masterful.

They fist bump as VALENTINA walks up to MS. KRISEK.

VALENTINA

Hello, Ms. Krisek!

MS. KRISEK

 Hey, Valentina... and group.

 She looks at MR. LAMBERT, then back to the kids.
(Under breath)

What was that all about?

LUCAS

No idea.

VALENTINA

Really wish I could say, Ms. K.

MARIO

Mr. Lambert has the hots for you.

MS. KRISEK

Oh, yeah. That's nothing new. So, what brings you here?

They look around at each other, then lean in, inviting MS. 
KRISEK to do the same. She does.

LUCAS

There's no easy way to put this Ms. K, so we're just gonna say it.

VALENTINA

We know about you, Mr. Zero, and some guy named Professor 
Quantum. We've seen the lab.

MS. KRISEK's eyes widen.
We're also aware of that random janitor that has a key to the 
locker exit slash entrance.

MS. KRISEK

Random janitor? What random janitor?

LUCAS

We have no idea either, honestly.

MS. KRISEK

No matter. How did you find out about this?

MARIO

Bobbert trapped us in the shed entrance outside the school.

MS. KRISEK

The shed was unlocked?

They all nod. MS. KRISEK looks off.
I didn't unlock it... perhaps Zero?

She looks back.
Before Quentin-- sorry, Professor Quantum left, he told me that 
he would explain everything one day. He couldn't explain 
everything that second, but he told me that, 'the answers would 
begin at the books, but not without him.'

She looks off again and worriedly paces.
Ten years have passed and I still haven't figured out what he 
meant...

VALENTINA

When you say books do you mean library books?

LUCAS

And by 'him' do you mean Professor Quantum?

MS. KRISEK looks back. 
MS. KRISEK

(To VALENTINA)

Maybe... but I've spent hours with every quantum mechanics text 
and haven't found a single answer or clue. Mr. Zero couldn't hack 
it, either.

She looks at LUCAS.
And Lucas, no. Though he said, 'Not without him,' I don't know 
who he is. I thought it was him at first but... how can it be him since 
he never came back?

VALENTINA

If you don't mind, Ms. Krisek, we'd love to help. Maybe some fresh 
perspective might make a difference?

She considers it. 
MS. KRISEK

Hm. Why not? Any problem worth solving takes a sophisticated 
village, after all.

LUCAS

I couldn't agree more. So, what are we looking for?

MS. KRISEK

I always thought what he said about the books was a means to 
understand his mind. So, I started where he did... but. I'm a 
robotics engineer. Physics is like Greek to me.

VALENTINA

So you were trying to understand quantum mechanics in order to 
start the B.I.G?

MS. KRISEK looks at VALENTINA,confused.

MS. KRISEK

The what?

VALENTINA

The Notorious B.I.G. Biggie for short.

MS. KRISEK is still lost.
The robot...

MS. KRISEK

Oh! You mean the All-Powerful Bender-Bot876005, Working 
Title?

VALENTINA

Yes, that mess.

MS. KRISEK
Huh... well, I love me some Biggie just as much as the next. Let's go 
with it.

LUCAS

Wait, why were you trying to start Biggie?

MS. KRISEK

I thought if I could start him, then I could find and save Professor 
Quantum... but I couldn't make Biggie budge.

VALENTINA

And Mr. Zero couldn't hack it, either...

MS. KRISEK

Literally. He's a computer scientist, and despite him designing the 
software to make Biggie run, Professor Quantum firewall'ed it 
before he disappeared. We tried hacking it as our last resort... we 
came up with nothing. Turns out Professor Quantum is quite the 
stickler for his computer safety.

LUCAS

(To VALENTINA)

I think that's enough to start.

VALENTINA

Agreed.

MARIO

And while they're doing that, Ms. Krisek, you and I have some 
unconventional investigation methods to conduct.

MS. KRISEK

What? Why? Such as?

MARIO

Investigating the library is good and all, but the moment Mr. 
Lambert catches wind, and he will, he's going to cause some 
problems. We need to do this quietly. So, me and you will go over 
to Mr. Lambert and distract him, while Lucas and Valentina 
investigate.

MS. KRISEK

What makes you think Mr. Lambert gives the slightest hoot about 
what we're up to?

MARIO points at MR. LAMBERT. 

MARIO

He hasn't stopped staring at you since we walked in.

She looks over MARIO and realizes that he's right.

MS. KRISEK

Point taken...

She looks back.
Okay, so... what's the plan?

MARIO

Easy. Ms. Krisek will flirt with Mr. Lambert and I'll tell him what to 
say to flirt back.

VALENTINA

That's ridiculous!

MARIO

I know. That's the point. Hear me out! He'll be too distracted 
between the two of us to even notice you guys!

LUCAS

I see his point.

MARIO

Exactly! It's smart, just a different type of smart. Where you guys 
had the books, I had the streets. Together, we're the best of both 
worlds.

MS. KRISEK

I hate to say it, but I think Mario is right.

VALENTINA

Yeah... me too.

MARIO looks up at MS. KRISEK and reaches for her flirta-
tiously.

MARIO

I may not get quantum physics, but I do understand women.

MS. KRISEK 

Drop it or lose it.

He drops his hand quickly and nervously.

MARIO

Sorry.

LUCAS and VALENTINA look at each other, then back to 
MS. KRISEK.

VALENTINA

If you think it'll work, Ms. Krisek, then we'll do it. We trust you.

MS. KRISEK

Then why waste time? Let's do this.

The team breaks into groups of two. LUCAS and VALENTI-
NA go to the wall of books as MARIO and MS. KRISEK get 
closer to MR. LAMBERT.

MARIO

(To MS. KRISEK, quietly)

All right, let me go talk to him first. Then, after about five seconds, 
you come over and start flirting with him. Make him as nervous as 
possible.

MS. KRISEK

 Are men really this simple?

MARIO

(Walking over to MR. LAMBERT) 

Uh, yeah. Of course we are.

MARIO returns to MR. LAMBERT.
Lambo! My man!

MR. LAMBERT

Mario...

MARIO

(Abruptly)

Stop talking. I told Ms. Krisek that you liked her for her stellar 
personality and her even more stellar looks. I also mentioned you 
want to take her out to dinner tonight at Vendor's Tonics and 
Grill. If she's interested, she'll come over.

MS. KRISEK begins walking over flirtatiously. MARIO 
doesn't turn around.

(Sarcastic)

Oh, what a surprise, she's coming over.

MR. LAMBERT

What!? Me!? Why!? This is all so sudden!

MARIO

I guess you're just all that and a bag of chips.

He turns away.
Anyway, good luuuck!

MR. LAMBERT

Wait! What do I say to her!?

MARIO

 You want some help?

MR. LAMBERT

Yes!

MARIO

If you insist!

MARIO 'sneaks' around MS. KRISEK and goes behind MR. 
LAMBERT's desk. MS. KRISEK arrives.

Pretend I'm not here!

MR. LAMBERT

How am I supposed to-- 

MS. KRISEK

Hey there, stud.

MR. LAMBERT gulps.

Interpretada por Lucas, Valentina, Srta. Krisek, Mario, 
Sr. Lambert y Ensemble

Preparación de la escena:
La canción “Métodos de Investigación Ridículos” comienza 
mientras el caos se desata. Los personajes señalan 
continuamente lo ridícula que es la situación, comparándola con 
otros métodos de investigación aún más absurdos. El escenario 
es la biblioteca. Con el paso del tiempo, los personajes pasan de 
cantar a hablar, mientras la música continúa de fondo.

Verse I 
LUCAS
Professor Quantum said the answers began at the books

VALENTINA
Obviously, and physics-cally, the quantum ones are where we 
should look

LUCAS
 He’d want us to look!

VALENTINA
 Yes, want us to look!

LUCAS
 But that’s not what we should be questioning.

SONG III: RIDICULOUS INVESTIGATION METHODS

VALENTINA
 What then?

LUCAS
 What then?

VALENTINA
 Yes, what should we question?

LUCAS
 Well, now that you’re asking, it’s funny you mention
 It’s not about the books or which genre’s contended

VALENTINA & LUCAS
 But where do you go before you have ended?

VALENTINA (spoken)
 The beginning!

LUCAS (spoken)
 Yes, the beginning!

VALENTINA & LUCAS
 And though all beginnings can be fantastical
In music and science, they’re boring, and classical

 Chorus I 
ENSEMBLE
 Ridiculous! this is ridiculous!
 Are there any methods quite as mad as this?
 Ridiculous! this is ridiculous!
 Is there anything as crazy as this is?

VALENTINA
 We could consult a psychic snail!
MS. KRISEK(spoken)
 A what?

LUCAS
 And follow his slimy trail!
VALENTINA, LUCAS & MARIO
 Let him eat a lettuce leaf, and we can’t fail!

ENSEMBLE
 Ridiculous! this is ridiculous!
 Are there any methods quite as mad as this!?

Verse II 
MS. KRISEK
 Is it true what you said about me?

MARIO 
 Say it’s as true as her big blue eyes!

MR. LAMBERT
 It’s as true as those thighs!

MS. KRISEK  (spoken)
 My thighs?

MR. LAMBERT
 Those eyes!

MARIO 
 Oh, how I wish I could get rid of mine.

LUCAS
 Classical physics!

VALENTINA
 You found classical physics!?

LUCAS
 Of course, I did! It isn’t possible I’d miss this.

VALENTINA
 Oh ok, that is great—It really is great.

LUCAS
 It’s actually grand.

VALENTINA
 Ms. Krisek said she read this front to back.

LUCAS
 And said she found 

VALENTINA
 She knows she found nothing.

LUCAS
But how many nothings turn to some other’s something?
 (He pauses for a beat)
If Professor Quantum knew she was in robotics
 Why would he expect her to know physics?
VALENTINA
 He wouldn’t. He respected the respective jobs they had.

LUCAS (spoken)
 Exactly, that’s right!
 (back to singing)
 So, with that being said—

VALENTINA & LUCAS
 He wouldn’t expect the other to learn what the other one did!

LUCAS
 So the intention was never read it because—

VALENTINA (spoken)
 “The answer begins at the books.”

LUCAS
 Yes, it does!

MR. LAMBERT
 So, let’s cut to the chase, Ms. Krisek.
 (spoken in-between beats)
 Can I call you Kathy?

MS. KRISEK (spoken)
 No, you can’t.

MR. LAMBERT (spoken)
 No, I can’t. Got it.
 (beat)
 So let’s go to Vendor’s Tonics—

MS. KRISEK (spoken)
 And Grill.
MR. LAMBERT
 To sweeten the deal, I’ll pay
.
MS. KRISEK (spoken)
 You’ll pay?

MARIO
 And see her at seven—

MR. LAMBERT
 —we’ll stay out till eleven, and did I mention to bring that 
beautiful mind and bod?

MS. KRISEK (spoken)
 What!?

Chorus II 
ENSEMBLE 
Ridiculous! this is ridiculous!
 Are there any methods quite as mad as this?
 Ridiculous! this is ridiculous!
 Is there anything as crazy as this is?

LUCAS
 We could do karaoke confession!

VALENTINA
Hear Quantum sing and the songs that he mentions!

VALENTINA, LUCAS & MARIO
 Let the lyrics he larps break all the tension!

ENSEMBLE
 Ridiculous! this is ridiculous!
 (asked as a question this time)
 Are there any methods quite as mad as this!?

Verse III 
LUCAS
 Check out this wiring across each page!
 (spoken)
 Do you feel it?

VALENTINA
 Oh, I feel it!

LUCAS & VALENTINA
 It’s almost like a magnet today!

LUCAS
 They have the same texture as the book when I grab it.

VALENTINA
But the books were there, just like all the others—

LUCAS
 So they’re less like cousins and more like brothers?

VALENTINA
 Yes, but metaphors are no matter. It’s not the book that’s the 
key—

LUCAS
 It’s rather the ladder!

(The music takes a temporary slow)

LUCAS (spoken)
 Valentina… look at the books' titles compared to the volumes.

VALENTINA
The physics books go in order… but the volumes—
 They don’t have Roman numerals.

VALENTINA & LUCAS (spoken)
 They have letters!
(The music returns to tempo and melody)

ALL
 “ E ,  I ,  N ,  E ,  I ,  S ”

VALENTINA
 What does that mean?

LUCAS
 I don’t know. It’s a mess.

ALL
 “E, I, N, E, I, S”

LUCAS 
 Look at your book—

VALENTINA
 It has an N, and not an S!

ALL
 “E, I, N, E, I, S”

VALENTINA
 If you add an N—

LUCAS
 It makes perfect sense!

VALENTINA
But how!?

LUCAS
 It’s in the second part of the hint:

VALENTINA & LUCAS
 “Begin at the books, but not without him.”
(Slight interval beat)

VALENTINA (spoken)
 I get that, but who’s ‘him’?

LUCAS
 Think about it in the context of time!

VALENTINA & LUCAS
 The first one to quantify physics: Einstein!

LUCAS
 And what does N, E, I, N, E, I, S spell when arranged?

VALENTINA
 No wonder he left them in a state of estrange!
(The music crescendos to reveal the word “EIN-
STEIN” on the book spines. As the books separate, a 
letter is revealed. Lucas and Valentina grab it and 
run back to Mario and Ms. Krisek.)

LUCAS (spoken)
 Time to go, Mrs. Krisek!

MS. KRISEK (spoken)
Sorry, Mr. Lambert. I just remembered I have plans.

MR. LAMBERT (spoken)
 What!?
(They leave as the music suddenly ends.)

MR. LAMBERT (spoken)
 What just happened…

MARIO, LUCAS, MS. KRISEK, and VALENTINA all
exit out the door. Then silence.
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